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(57) Abstract: An air conditioner is provided with: a refrigeration cycle circuit for circulating a refrigerant through pipelines con -
necting a compressor, a heat-source-side heat exchanger that is divided into a plurality of regions for performing heat exchange
between the refrigerant and outside air, a refrigerant flow path switching device for changing the direction in which the refrigerant
flows through the heat-source-side heat exchanger divided into the plurality of regions, a decompressor, and a load-side heat ex -
changer; a receiver for storing the refrigerant, the receiver branching from the refrigerant pipeline between the heat-source-side heat
exchanger and the load-side heat exchanger, and being provided partway along the refrigerant pipeline linked to the intake side of
the compressor; a first valve branching from the refrigerant pipeline between the heat-source-side heat exchanger and the load-side
heat exchanger, the first valve being provided to the refrigerant pipeline connected to the flow-in side of the receiver; a second valve
connected to the flow-out side of the receiver, the second valve being provided to the refrigerant pipeline linked to the flow-in side
of the compressor; and a control device for using only a part of the heat-source-side heat exchanger when the air-cooling load of the
load-side heat exchanger is less than a predetermined value, and controlling the storage of refrigerant in the receiver.
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