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UNITED STATES FATENT OFFICE. 
ELMER. E. FAJRCHILD, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-THIRD TO EDWARD 

C. GUTLAND AND ONE-THIRD TO HENRY O. ALDERMAN, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 
PCTURE-ERA.M.E. 

No. 868,627. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Oct. 15, 1907. 
Application filed July 19, 1906, Serial No. 326,932, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELMER. E. FAIRCHILD, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Rochester, in the 
county of Monroe and State of New York, have in 
vented new and useful Improvements in Picture 
Frames, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to picture fraines, and aims 

to provide, in a manner as hereinafter set forth, a plu 
rality of foldable blank members preferably formed of 
fibrous material; for example, card board, and which, 
when set up and secured together, will form a com 
plete, strong, durable, and inexpensive picture frame, 
as well as constituting a satisfactory substitute for the 
passe-partout binding. 

Briefly described, the invention consists of a plu 
rality of foldable blank members of any suitable size 
and preferably of card board properly cut and scored 
so as to form a body portion having upturned sides and 
ends suitably connected together, and further to form 
foldable side antil end frame sections, which, when set 
up and secured to the body portion, enable an easy, 
feasible, simple, and economical means of framing pic 
tures. The fraine when set up can be made as orna 
mental and elaborate as desired. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in thc novel construction of picture 
frames hereinafter more specifically described and 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings wherein is 
shown the preferred embodiment of the invention, 
but it is to be understood that changes, variations, and 
modifications can be resorted to which come within 
the scope of the claims hereunto appended. 

In describing the invention in detail, reference is 
had to the accompanying drawings forming a part of 
this specification, wherein like reference characters 
denote corresponding parts throughout the several 
views, and in which: 

Figure I is a view of the blank from which the body 
portion of the frame is made. Fig. 2 is a perspective 
view of the body portion showing the upturned sides 
and ends connected together. Fig. 3 is a perspective 
view of the form of blank from which the end sections 
of the frame are inade. Fig. 4 is a like view of one of 
the end sections of the frame when the blank illus 
trated in Fig. 3 has been folded upon itself and secured 
together. Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 3 of the 
blank from which the side sections of the frame are 
formed. Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 4 of one of the 
side sections of the frame. Fig. 7 is a perspective view 
of the frame when set up with one side and one end sec 
tion of the frame removed. Fig. 8 is a section on line 
7-7, Fig. 6. Fig. 9 shows a modified form of blank 
for the end and side frame sections. 

Referring to the drawing by reference characters, 

the blank from which the body portion of the frame is 
made is formed of a sheet of suitable fibrous material 
and is indicated by the reference character 10. Each 
Corner of the blank is cut away, as at 11, and the blank 
On its rear face is scored, as at 12, 13, to enable the 
marginal portions of the sides and ends of the blank to 
be bent outwardly, so as to provide the blank with a 
pair of end walls 14 and a pair of side walls 15. The 
cutting away of the blank at the corners thereof en 
ables the marginal portions when bent to form the 
walls 14, 15 to meet, as shown in Fig. 2. The ends of 
the walls 14 are connected to the ends of the walls 15 
by suitable hold-fast devices 16. In view of the con 
struction just set forth, it is evident that a body por 
tion for the picture frame is formed, and which is pro 
vided with end and side walls 14, 15. These end and 
side walls 14, E5 are termed the inner sections of the 
end and side walls of the picture frame proper. The 
outer sections of the end and side walls are formed by 
the frame sections to be hereinafter referred to. 

In Fig. 3 is shown the form of blank from which the 
end frame sections are formed. Two of these blanks 
are utilized when setting up the frame, but only one 
will be described and shown. This blank is indicated 
by the reference character 17, and is formed of a strip 
of any desired width and length. At each end of the 
strip 17 is formed a bowed W-shaped cut away portion 
18, the said W-shaped cut away portion 18 at each end 
of the strip 17 starting at a point removed from one cor 
ner of the strip, extending inwardly the desired length, 
and terminating in the opposite corner of the strip. 
The apexes of the W-shaped cut away portions are con 
nected together by a score 19 formed in the outer face 
of the strip 17, and, by providing said score 19, it will 
enable a portion of the strip to be folded back upon 
itself, thereby forming a reinforced end frame section, 
and, at the same time, increase the thickness of the said 
section, so it will set out from the body portion when the 
frame is formed. The strip 17 is further scored on its 
outer face, as at 20, said score 20 being positioned at an 
intermediate point between the score 19 and the edge 
21 of the strip. The strip is furthermore provided with 
an additional score 22 in its outer face, which connects 
one end of the W-shaped portion at one end of the strip 
with one end of the W-shaped portion at the other end 
of the strip, and the said score 22 is positioned at a 
point removed from the edge 23 of the strip 17. By 
providing the score 22, the portion 30 of the strip can 
be bent inwardly so as to form the Outer section of the 
end walls of the frame. The strip 17 is furthermore 
provided on its inner face with a score 25 which asso 
ciates with the score 20 and allows the portions 26 and 
28 to lie flat upon the body portion, as illustrated in 
Fig. 7, when the frame is set up. Each of the W-shaped 
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Cut-a-Way portions 17 has the edges thereof between 
the scores 19 and 25, and 19 and 20 more oblique than 
the remaining portion of the edges, thereby forming 
a more acute angle at the apex. When the portions 
27, 28 are folded back upon the portions 26 and 29, 
the end edges of the portions 27, 28 are flush with 
the end edges of the portions 26, 29. By providing 
the W-shaped cut away portions, when the portions 27, 
28 of the strip are folded back upon the portions 26, 
29, the end edges of the strip extending from the por 
tion 30 are beveled, or are what may be termed mi 
tered, SO as to lie flush with the end edges of the side 
frame sections to be hereinafter referred to. The por 
tions 27 and 29 extend at an inclination from the por 
tion 30 when the latter and the portions 27 and 28 are 
in the position as shown in Fig. 7. 

In Fig. 5 is shown the form of blank from which the 
side frame sections are formed. Two of these blanks 
are employed when setting up the frame, but only 
One Will be described and shown. This blank is in 
dicated by the reference character 31 and is formed of 
a strip of any desired width and length. It is longer, 
however, than the blank 17, as, preferably, the side 
frame sections are of greater length than the end frame 
Sections, but the frame sections may all be of the same 
length. At each end of the strip 31 is formed a bowed 
W-shaped cut away portion 32, the said W-shaped cut 
a Way portion 32 at each end of the strip 31, starting at 
a point removed from one corner of the strip, extend 
ing in Wardly the desired length, and terminating in 
the Opposite corner of the strip. The apexes of the W 
shaped cut away portions are connected together by 
a score 33 formed in the outer face of the strip 31, and, 
by providing said score 33, it will enable a portion of 
the strip 31 to be folded back upon itself, thereby 
forming a reinforced side frame section, and, at the 
Same time, increasing the thickness of the said section, 
SO it will set out from the body portion when the frame 
is formed. The strip 31 is further scored on its outer 
face, as at 34, said score 34 being positioned at an inter 
mediate point between the score 33 and the edge 35 
of the strip 3I. The strip 31 is furthermore provided 
With an additional score 36 in its outer face, which 
Connects one end of the V-shaped portion at one end 
of the strip with one end of the W-shaped portion at 
the other end of the strip, and the said score 36 is po 
sitioned at a point removed from the edge 37 of the 
strip 31. By providing the score 36, the portion 38 
of the strip can be bent inwardly so as to form the 
Outer section of the side walls of the frame. The strip 
3l has also formed in its inner face a score 39 which 
asSociates with the score 34 and allows the portions 40 
and 4l to lie flat upon the body portion, as illustrated 
in Fig. 7, when the frame is set up. Each of the W 
shaped cut-away. portions 32 has the edges thereof be 
tween the scores 33 and 39, and 33 and 34 more oblique 
than the remaining portion of the edges thereby form 
ing a more acute angle at the apex. When the por 
tions 41, 42 of the strip 31 are folded back upon the 
portions 40, 43, the end edges of the portions 41, 42 
are flush with the end edges of the portions 40, 43. By 
providing the W-shaped cut away portions at each end 
of the strip 31, when the portions 41, 42 of the strip are 
folded back upon the portions 40, 43, the end edges 
of the strip extending from the portion 38 are beveled, 
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or are what may be termed mitered, so as to lie flush 
with the end edges of the end frame sections herein 
before referred to. The portions 41 and 43 of the strip 
31 extend at an inclination from the portion 38 when 
the latter and the portions 41, 42 are in the position as 
shown in Fig. 7. The inturned portions 27, 28 of the 
blank shown in Fig. 3 are secured to the portions 26 
and 29 by any suitable adhesive substance, and the in 
turned portions 41 and 42 of the blank shown in Fig. 
5 are secured to the portions 40, 43 by any suitable 
adhesive substance. The portion 30 of the blank 
shown in Fig. 3 and the portion 38 of the blank shown 
in Fig. 5 when the frame is set up are Seclared respec 
tively to the outer face of the end walls 14 and Outer 
face of the side walls 15 by suitable adhesive substance. 
When the frame is set up, the portion 27 of the blank 
shown in Fig. 3 and the portion 4 of the blank shown 
in Fig. 5 are secured to the edge of the upturned flange 
of the body portion by a suitable adhesive. 
When the end frame and side frame sections are 

secured to the body portion in the manner as Stated, a 
complete frame is formed, yet, if desired, the end and 
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side frame sections may be covered by any suitable 
material, as indicated by the reference character 43; 
for example, such material may be paper designed to 
imitate wood, so as to give to the side and end traine 
members the appearance of strips of wood. Owing 
to the extending at an inclination of the portions 27 
and 29 of the end frame sections and the portions 41 
and 43 of the side frame sections, the frame, when set 
up, will be provided with a bevel extending entirely 
around the same, and which merges into the flattened 
portions 26, 28 and 40, 42 of the end and side frame 
sections respectively. Owing to the manner of rein 
forcing the side and end frame sections they will be 
caused to set out from the body portion. 

In the modification shown in Fig. 9, the blank from 
which the side and end frame sections are formed is 
formed of two sections in lieu of a single piece, said 
sections being hinged together. In Fig. 9, the refer 
ence character 45 denotes a strip of material secured 
to the two sections for hinging them together, and said 
hinge is the equivalent of the score 19 or the score 33. 
Otherwise than that as stated, the form of blank shown 
in Fig. 9 is the same as that shown in Figs. 3 and 5, it 
being scored in the same manner and provided with a 
bowed W-shaped cut away portion. The sections of 
the blank shown in Fig. 9 are indicated by the refer 
ence characters 46 and 47. 
The frame can be sold in its complete state; that 

is to say, with the end frame sections and side frame 
Sections Secured to the body portion,--the picture 
can then be pasted to the body portion between the 
edges of the side and end frame sections. The frame 
can also be sold with the side and end frame sections 
detached from the body portion, and, in lieu of posi 
tioning the picture between the edges of the side and 
end frame sections, the picture can be secured to the 
body portion, and the side and end frame sections 
Secured to the picture-somewhat along the lines of 
passe-partouting. 
Owing to the manner of forming the side and end 

walls of the frame of two sections, it will be evident 
that such walls are reinforced, thereby increasing the 
durability thereof, or, rather, increasing the strength 
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of the frame, and it will furthermore be evident that 
the upturned marginal portions of the body portion 
will prevent collapsing of the inclined portions of the 
side and end frame sections. 

Having thus fully described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A picture frame comprising a body portion having the 
margin thereof bent outwardly to form side and end 
walls, and reinforced side and end frame sections having 
inwardly extending sortions secured to the outer face of 
the side and end walls to reinforce them. 

2. A picture frame comprising a body portion lawing the 
Ina 'gin thereof out-lined, a pair of end fi’ame sections 
each having a portion thereof bent upon itself and each 
full the pi'ovided with an in turned portion abutting against 
illn(l secured to the marginal out-turned politions of the 
loody portion, and a jir of side flaille sections each haw 
ing a portion thereof lent upon itself and further having 
an inturned portion associating with the out-turned mar 
ginal portions of the body portion, said end and side 
frame sections being positioned against the outer face of 
the body portion. 

3. A picture frame comprising a body portion having the 
margin thereof out-ti lined, a pair of end frame sections 
eacl having beveled edges and a portion thereof bent upon 
itself and further provided with an in turned portion abut 
ting against and secured to the marginal out-turned por 
tions of the body polition, and a pair of side frame sections 

each having beveled edges and a portion thereof bent upon 
itself and further having an inturned portion associating 
with the out-turned marginal portions of the body portion, 
said end and side frame sections being positioned against 
the outer face of the body portion, the beveled edges of the 
end frame sections abutting against the beveled edges of 
the side frame sections when the said frame sections are 
positioned at the front of the body portion. 

4. A picture frame comprising a body polition having the 
margin thereof out-turned, a pair of end frame sections 
each having beveled edges and a portion thereof bent upon 
itself and further provided with an in turned portion abut 
ting against and secured to the marginal out-turned por 
tions of the body portion, and a pair of side frame sections 
each having beveled edges and a portion thereof bent upon 
itself and further having an in turned portion associating 
with the out-turned marginal portions of the body portion, 
said end and side fl'anae sections being positioned against 
the outer face of the body portion, the beveled edges of 
the end frame sections abutting against the beveled edges 
of the side flame sections when the said frame sections 
are positioned at the front of the body portion, and a cover 
for each of the said frame sections. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand in 
presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

ELAIER IE. FAIRCHILD. 

Witnesses: 
HENRY O. ALDERMAN, 
EDWAID. C. GUTIANI). 
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