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(57) Abstract: A device (200) for implantation in or near an annulus of a tricuspid valve comprising at least one blood flow control

o element (202) adapted to capture a volume of blood therein. Optionally or alternatively, the blood flow control element is adapted to
allow at least some volume of blood (406) to regurgitate through the annulus during at least some part of systole. Optionally or al

o ternatively, the device comprises a relatively rigid annulus with an arc length of less than 300 degrees. Optionally or alternatively,
the relatively rigid annulus comprises a plurality of tissue fixation elements positioned along no more than 300 degrees of a circum
ference of the annulus, for example to avoid damaging conduction pathways between an atria and a chamber.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Thi s Internati onal Searchi ng Authori t y found mul t i pl e (groups of)
i nventi ons i n thi s i nternati onal appl i cati on , as fol l ows :

1. cl aims : 1-31

Devi ce compri si ng a bl ood f l ow control el ement adapted t o
capture a vol ume of bl ood therei n

2 . cl aim: 32

Devi ce for repl aci ng at l east one l eafl et of a tri cuspi d
val ve compri si ng an annul us and a bl ood f l ow control el ement
coupl ed t o the annul us , the control el ement resi sti ng f l ow
l ess for f l ow from the atri a than from the ventri c l e

cl aim: 33

Devi ce for repl aci ng a tri cuspi d val ve compri si ng an annul
compri si ng a pl ural i t y of t i ssue f i xati on el ements and a
prostheti c val ve or part of i t coupl ed t o the annul us

4 . cl aim: 43

Devi ce for impl antati on i n the annul us of a tri cuspi d val ve
compri si ng at l east one bl ood f l ow el ement t o al l ow bl ood t o
regurgi tate through sai d annul us duri ng at l east some part
of a systol e
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Cl aims Nos . : 34-42 , 44

Methods accordi ng t o any of c l aims 34-42 , 44 are methods of treatment of
the human body by surgery. Indeed, sai d methods i ncl udes surgi cal steps ,
as those necessary t o navi gate through the human body and t o impl ant a
devi ce i n a tri cuspi d annul us of a pati ent. Thus , c l aims 34-42 and 44
rel ate t o subject-matter consi dered by thi s Authori t y t o be covered by
the provi si ons of Rul e 39 . 1( ) PCT, and no i nternati onal search report
wi l l be establ i shed wi t h respect t o the subject-matter of these cl aims
(Arti c l e 17 (2) (a) ( i ) PCT) .
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