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3,294,429
DISPLAY BOARD ASSEMBLY AND PARTS
THEREQF
Nickelas J. Halip, 1907 Arras Place,
Windsor, Ortario, Canada
Filed Mar. 30, 1964, Ser. Ne. 355,711
9 Claims. (CL 287-—189.36)

This invention relates to display boards and the like gen-
erally comprising a framed panel for exhibiting merchan-
dise or advertising,.

The use of framed units for displaying advertising
media and articles of merchandise has become an im-
portant tool in the field of advertising and sales. With
increase in shipping costs it becomes prohibitive in many
instances to ship complete units in assembled form or
to maintain complete frames of many different sizes.
Although there has been previous attempts to resolve
the problem by breakdown assemblies this has customarily
required the assembly of many parts and the use of spe-
cial board material and has not produced framing units
of the picture variety with clean cut and realistic lines.

My invention is concerned with this problem. It aims
to provide a relatively light weight structural assembly
or framing for particular use in connection with com-
mercially available board or panel material and any other
material of sheet form capable of carrying advertising
media or merchandise, to form a sturdy, compact and
inexpensive display unit. My framing may be easily
and quickly assembled or disassembled, may be shipped
in disassembled condition in packages of minimum size
and weight and free of many loose pieces. It may be
stored in a minimum of space and the framing members
and asscciated parts may be utilized interchangeably in
any number of combinations with local panel material
to produce units of different size and shape. When as-
sembled my framing unit produces 2 frame of good ap-
pearance, free of surface attachments and which has
every appearance of a custom built frame.

Accordingly it is an object of my invention to provide
a relatively light weight framing composed of mitered
framing members which may be easily and quickly as-
sembled or disassembled and which in combination with
commercially available panel material will form a sturdy,
compact and inexpensive display unit.

Another object of my invention is to provide a novel
corner construction for use in an assembly of the type
set forth in the preceding object, comprising corner
members interfitting with the adjacent ends of mitered
pairs of framing members or side rails to form a sturdy
composite frame about the periphery of a display panel
or other advertising media and having means for im-
mobilizing the corner members relative to the framing
members.

A further object of my invention is to provide a new
and improved corner construction for a framing as-
sembly comprising a corner coupling member or element
having leg portions interfitting and releasably interfock-
ing with adjacent mitered framing members of the as-
sembly whereby the framing may be readily and easily
assembled and disassembled.

A specific object is to provide a framing assembly in-
cluding a corner coupling member for connecting ad-
jacent mitered framing members and locking means op-
erable between the coupling member and the framing
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members for immobilizing the latter and producing a -

tight joint at the miter,

Another specific object is to provide a display panel
framing including releasably locked mitered corners and
means for applying a constant load on the miter to inhibit
separation thereof,
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A further specific object is to provide a framing for
a display unit comprising framing members forming
mitered corners with each other, each framing member
having a frontal wall portion defining the front face
of the framing and having other wall portions including
generally paralieling side walls defining a slideway there-
with for receiving a portion of a coupling element, a
corner coupling member coupling the adjacent framing
members forming each joint and having leg portions
slideably engaged in the slideways of these framing mem-
bers and means immobilizing the leg portions in the slide-
ways comprising locking fingers carried by the leg por-
tions and anchored at least in part in the plane thereof,
said locking fingers having releasable locking portions
in locking engagement with locking abutments on said
other wall portions of the framing members.

Still another object is to provide a display panel fram-
ing as in the preceding objects wherein the locking means
or fingers are formed of the material of the corner cou-
pling member.

A further object is to provide a display panel framing
as in the preceding objects wherein the framing mem-
bers, coupling members and locking means or fingers are
all formed of a synthetic plastic material.

An additional specific object is to previde in a display
panel framing adjacent substantially rigid framing mem-
bers forming mitered joints with each other, each mem-
ber having a frontal walil portion, a pair of spaced apart
side wall portions connecting with the frontal wall por-
tion and other wall portions generally paralleling the
frontal wall portion and connecting with the side wall
portions to define a slideway, a corner coupling mem-
ber coupling the adjacent joint forming framing mem-
bers and having leg portions with side edges slideably en-
gaged in said slideways of these adjacent framing mem-
bers, an elengated releasable locking finger carried by the
leg portions anchored thereto in the plane thereof and
having a head portion normally constructed and arranged
to project beyond a side edge of the leg portion and resil-
iently engaged with a locking abutment defined by an
edge wall of a recess in a side wall portion of the framing
member.

Another object is to provide a framing as in the pre-
ceding object wherein the coupling member is of a plas-
tic material and the locking finger is in the form of a
cantilever located in an edge portion of the leg of the
coupling member and in the plane of said leg portion.

Still another object is to provide a framing as in the
preceding object wherein the locking finger is a spring
metal member molded in situ in the leg of the coupling
member,

A further object is to provide a framing as in pre-
ceding objects wherein the locking finger is wholly with-
in the leg portion of the coupling member and has a head
portion releasably engaged with an abutment provided
by an edge portion of a recess in said other wall portions
of the framing member,

A still further object is to provide a framing as in the
above objects ‘wherein the framing members include an
L-shaped rail portion having one leg connecting with
said other wall portions of said members defining said
slideway and defining with said other wall portions a fur-
ther slideway to receive and retain display material in
said framing.

An object is also to provide a framing as in the pre-
ceding object wherein the other leg of said L portion
of at least one framing member is serrated to provide a
frame mounting edge.

Other objects and advantages of my invention will be
apparent from the following description of preferred
forms of the novel display panel framing of my invention
and illustrated in the drawings wherein:
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FIGURE 1, is a front elevational view of a display
board and framing therefore embodying the features of
my invention;

FIGURE 2 is a rear elevational view of the assembly
of FIGURE 1 showing the novel framing and interlock-
ing corner coupling construction of my invention;

FIGURE 3 is an enlarged sectional elevation taken at
3—3 of FIGURE 2 showing a framing member in sec-
tion and showing the slideways for receiving and inter-
locking with a leg of a corner coupling member and for
receiving and retaining display material.

FIGURE 4 is an exploded plan view of a corner of the
novel framing of FIGURE 2 of my invention showing one
leg of the corner coupling member interlocked with a
framing member and the other leg ready to engage in the
open slideway of another adqacent framing member and
showing the manner in which the locking finger carried
by the leg of a coupling member effects an interlock with
a locking abutment provided by an edge portion of a re-
cess in a wall portion of the framing member.

FIGURE 5 is an edge elevational view of the corner
coupling member of FIGURES 2 and 4 taken in the di-
rection of the arrows 5—S5 in FIGURE 4.

FIGURE 6 is a further edge elevational view of the
corner coupling member of FIGURES 2 and 4 taken in
the direction of the arrows 6—6 of FIGURE 4 showing
the shaping of the leg portions to accommodate a dished
frontal face on the framing.

FIGURE 7 is a cross-sectional elevation taken at 7—7
of FIGURE 4.

FIGURE 8 is a plan view of the corner coupling mem-
ber of FIGURES 4 to 7 showing a modified form of lock-
ing element anchored in a molded plastic member.

FIGURE 9 is a side elevational view of the coupling
member of FIGURE 8 taken in the direction of the
arrow 9 in FIGURE 8;

FIGURE 10 is a view of a corner portion of the fram-
ing of FIGURE 2 showing the corner coupling member
provided with a further form of locking element; and

FIGURE 11 is a sectional elevational view taken at
11—11 of FIGURE 10 showing the locking element in-
terlocked with the framing member.

Referring now to the various figures of the drawings
wherein similar numerals designate similar parts of the
structure, FIGURE 1 discloses a typical display panel as-
sembly generally referred to by the numeral 10. The
panel assembly preferably comprises a panel board 12,
of generally rectangular form, but which can be of other
shapes, for carrying display or advertising media 14, and
a rectangular framing generally designated by the nu-
meral 16, comprising the framing members 16a, 16b,
16¢c, and 16d disposed around the periphery of the panel
board 12 with the adjacent ends of the framing members
mitered to form closed joints 18. The panel board 12 is
preferably of a staff fiber board and the like provided with
a separate or integral transparent cover or window 20 of
plastic or glass.

Each of the framing members of the framing 16 com-
prises as seen in FIGURES 2, 3 and 4 for example, a
frontal wall generally designated by the numeral 22, a
pair of spaced apart generally parallel side walls 24, 26,
connecting with the wall 22, and a back or rear wall gen-
erally designated by the numeral 28 generally paralleling
the frontal wall 22 and connecting with the side walls
which walls together, preferably form a closed tubular or
hollow section defining a slideway 30 for slideably receiv-
ing one of the leg portions 32, 34 of a corner coupling
member generally designated by the numeral 36.

The rear wall 28 comprises two sections 38, 40 arranged
to form a shallow V. From their intersection 42 there
projects a further wall or rail portion of L shape gen-
erally designated by the numeral 44 forming with the sec-
tion 38 a U-shaped gunideway 45 for the panel 12 and
cover member 20. The rail 44 has a base portion or wall
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46 connecting with the wall portion 38 of the rear wall
28 at the intersection 42 and has a leg or wall 48 parallel-
ing the portion 38 which also forms the back face of the
framing assembly.

The frontal wall 22 is positioned at an angle to the rail
44 and plane of the guideway so as to give the framing
10 a dished or concave appearance in FIGURE 1. The
wall 22 may be ornamented with a plurality of parallel
scallops 50 some of which as seen may be further orna-
mented with suitable wood inlays 52.

The framing members may be made by casting, extru-
sion or forming of any suitable material such as alumi-
num or magnesium but also lends itself to an extrusion or
molding of a suitable substantially rigid synthetic plastic
material such as polyvinyl chloride.

Coupling the adjacent oblique cut conplementary ends
53, 54 of pairs of adjacent framing members, as seen for
example in FIGURE 2, for instance the framing mem-
bers 16a and 164 in the exploded view in FIGURE 4,
by sliding engagement in the slideways 30 of the framing
members and forming the mitered joint 18 between these
members is the generally V shaped corner coupling mem-
ber or element 36. The member 36 for reasons presently
appearing will preferably be made of a suitable synthetic
resin plastic such as a rigid linear polypropylene or poly-
vinyl chloride. The member 36 comprises the substan-
tially flat legs or wings 32, 34 at an angle to each other,
here 90 degrees, generally corresponding to the angle
to be made by the adjacent mitered framing members,
for example the framing members 164 and 16d in FIG-
URES 2 and 4. By reason of the angular relationship
of the frontal walls 22 of the framing members relative
to the panel 12 to provide the dished or concave effect
for the framing as a whole the legs 32, 34 of the coupling
members are inherently formed at an angle A to each
other in a plane normal to the drawing as evident from
FIGURES 5, 6, and 7 to produce this dished effect.

As previously described the legs 32, 34 of the coupling
member are slideably engaged in the slideways 30 of the
adjacent framing members, for example 16a and 164 it
connects. It will be evident from FIGURES 2, 3 and 4
that the legs 32, 34 extend the full width of the slideway
30 between the walls 26, 28 of the framing members such
that the inner and outer side edges 55, 56 respectively of
the legs slide over the walls 24, 26 respectively of the
framing members, the legs being also confined in the
slideways by the walls 22, 28.

In order to immobilize the coupling members 36 and
framing members they connect, I provide suitable lock-
ing means generally designated by the numeral 58 oper-
able between these parts. Thus as best seen in FIGURES
2, 4 and 5 the locking means 58 preferably comprise re-
silient fingers or cantilevers 60 extending lengthwise of
the legs adjacent the outer edges 56 thereof and having
hammer-like heads 62 which tightly engage edge por-
tions or abutments 64 of recesses 66 in the side walls
26 of the framing members. The fingers 60 are pref-
erably formed of the material of the coupling member
and integrally therewith. As best seen in FIGURE 4
for example with respect to the leg 32 and which is typi-
cal of all the leg portions the finger 60 is connected to
or anchored to the legs in the plane thereof at a point
68 spaced from the outer end 70 of the leg 32 and inside
the edge 56 and projects longitudinally of the leg 32
in the direction of the intersection between legs 32, 34
corresponding to the joint 18, and outwardly at an acute
angle to the leg 32 such that at least the head portion:
62 of the finger 60 projects beyond the edge 56 of the
leg 32. The legs 32 and 34 are recessed as at 72 to en-
able the locking fingers 60 to resiliently bend about their
fulcrum points 68 and move into the confinement of the
slideways 30 when the legs and framing members are
interengaged and snap into engagement with the edge
portions of abutments 64 of the locking recesses 66 in
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the framing members. If desired suitable webs or sec-
ondary fulcrums 74 shown in phantom in FIGURE 4
may be provided between the fingers 69 and inner edges
76 of the recesses 72. It will be observed that the heads
62 of the locking fingers 60 are shaped to provide an
edge or abutment 78 to engage the abutment 64 of the
locking recess. This edge 76 is at angle to the abutment
64 such that when the finger €0, under its inherent re-
silient force, engages in the recess 66 of the framing
member the head 62 will have its edge 78 cam along the
abutment 64 in a manner tending to draw the adjacent
framing members toward each other to assure a tight
miter joint 18. Hence the finger 60 through its head 62
not only acts as a locking detent to locate and lock the
framing members relative to the corner coupling mem-
bers 36 but also preferably provides a preloaded mitered
corner arrangement whose intersection 18 is always under
load.

FIGURE 4 shows the framing member 164 locked in
position on the leg 34 of the coupling member 36 in the
manner described and the framing member 164 ready
to receive the leg 32 of the coupling member 36 in its
slideway 39. It will be evident that as the leg 32 moves
into the slideway 39 so that its edges 55, 56 become em-
braced by the side walls 24, 26 of the slideway 30 that
further inward movement will cause the locking finger
60 to bend into the recess. 72 by the camming action of
the wall 26 on the outer edges 88, 81 of the finger 60
the latter being the back edge of the head 62 and the head
62 will then ride in the slideway 30 on the wall 26 until
the head 62 engages in the locking recess €6 in the man-
ner described above. It will also be evident that the in-
terlock may be disengaged by pulling the framing mem-
ber away from the coupling member 36 with sufficient
force to cause the abutment 64 on the framing member
to cam along the edge 78 of the head portion 62 of the
locking finger 66 causing the latter to bend inwardly and
release the interlock following which the head 62 will
ride along the wall 28 of the slideway 3 until the fram-
ing member becomes entirely free of the coupling mem-
ber 36.

FIGURES 8 and 9 show a modification of the con-
struction of the corner coupling member 36 of FIGURES
2 to 6. The coupling member here generally designated
by the numeral 36A is of plastic material such as a linear
polyethylene resin and is in all structural respects similar
to the coupling member 36 of FIGURE 4 except that the
locking finger 60A in FIGURE 8 is a separate spring
metal .member, preferably of spring steel or bronze an-
chored in the leg portion 34A as by integrally molding
the same in the plastic material of this leg portion. As
shown the leg 34A has an edge recess 82 and finger 60A
has an elongated shaped section 84 projecting diagonally
away from the end 70 of the leg 34A through the recess
82 from the lower inner corner 86 of this recess and
beyond the lateral edge 88 of the leg 34A in the plane
of the leg 34A. Moreover the finger 60A has an inner
or base portion 90 of inverted L shape connecting with
the section 84 and anchored in the plastic material of
the leg 34A.

The outer end of the spring section 84 of the finger
60A is formed with a V-shaped portion 92 made up of
intersecting segments 94, 96 which correspond respec-
tively to the edge portions 78, and 81 of the head 62 of
the finger 60 in FIGURE 4. The segment 94 will pro-
vide the abutment for engaging and camming on the abut-
ment 64 of the framing member and facilitating release
of the locking engagement while the segment 96 and in-
termediate portion 98 of the finger 606A will provide the
cam edge along which the side wall 26 of the framing
member may ride in effecting the interlock.

It will be understood that the leg 32A of the coupling
member 36A will be similarly provided with a locking
finger 60A and that the coupling member 36A will be as-
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6

sembled with the framing members in the same manner
as the coupling member 36 described above.

FIGURES 10 and 11 show a further modification of
the structure in FIGURES 2 to 6. Here the corner cou-
pling member 36B is also preferably made of a suitable
molding plastic such as a linear polyethylene and each
of the leg portions 32B, 34B have integrally molded
therein of the same material suitable locking fingers 66B
which instead of interlocking with side wall portions 26
of the framing members interlock with the back wall
28 thereof.

Thus as seen in FIGURE 10 the finger 6B freely
extends in a surrounding recess 160 from its point of
connection 162 longitudinally of the leg 34B in the di-
rection of the miter joint 18 between the framing mem-
bers 16z and 164 and intersection of the legs 32B, 34B
of the coupling member. Moreover as seen in FIGURE
11 the finger 66B while anchored in the plane of the leg
34B is molded with a preset so as to extend outside of
this plane as shown by the phantom showing 103 in this
figure such that when the framing members are assem-
bled the fingers 60B will be under a lateral spring tension
in the direction of the wall 23. In addition the outer
end of the finger 60B is provided with a laterally enlarged
and projecting head portion 104 for engaging under the
inherent bias of the finger 608 in a recess 106 in the wall
28 of the framing member to interlock with the same.
The head portion 164 has an abutment or cam face 108
that engages with an abutment or edge portion 118 of
the recess 106 wedging there against in 2 manner to urge
the framing members to effect a tight joint 18 and which
will function to effect releass of the interlock when dis-
assembling the framing members from the corner coupling
member- 36B. In the latter connection it will be noted
from FIGURE 11 that the head 104 is no thicker than
the leg 34B but the finger 60B is much thinner to pro-
vide a space 111 between the finger and wall 28 into
which the finger and head may move when sliding in
the slideway 30 prior to engagement and when being re-
leased. 'The head portion 104 also has a rearward ramp
112 which facilitates camming of the locking finger 60B
to effect the interlock when the slideways of the framing
members are slidingly engaged with the legs of the cou-
pling member, It will be understood that a similar lock-
ing finger 60B will be provided on the leg 32B of the
coupling member 36B.

In assembling the framing the corner coupling mem-
bers 36, 36A or 36B as the case may be will first be
assembled to the framing member 16¢, then the members
165 and 16d connected in place. The advertising media
is then positioned in the guideway 45 of the framing mem-
bers and the framing member 16z to which the other
coupling members 36, 36A or 36B as the case may be
have been attached is then fitted into position to complete
the assembly.

In some instances it may be desired to permanently
mount one leg of a corner coupling member to a fram-
ing member or dispense with the use of one of the lock-
ing fingers 60, 60A, 60B. My invention readily accom-
modates such a proceeding since the leg of the corner
coupling member whose locking finger is not to be used
or which is to have a permanent attachment may be ren-
dered immobile in the slideway 30 by cementing the same
in position with a suitable air or heat hardenable cement
composition for example an epoxide cement, to the walls
of the slideway 30.

It will be noted that the lower edge 114 of the wall 48
forming the media guideway 45 on the framing member
16a is provided with a plurality of serrations 116 such
providing a locating and hanging edge for the framing
relative to a wall or other hanger such as a nail.

From the foregoing description of my invention it will
be apparent that I have provided a novel and sturdy
framing assembly suitable for the requirements of the
advertising and display business and the like that includes
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a unique releasable lockable corner coupling construction
that may be easily and rapidly assembled or disassembled.
It will be understood that the principles and features de-
scribed above and illustrated in the drawings may be
applied by those skilled in the arf to arrangements other
than those shown. For example the invention may be
applied to framing of other shapes than the rectangular
form shown and to framing of other sections. )

Accordingly, all modifications, changes, and equivalent
constructions coming within the spirit and intent of my
invention and within the purview of the appended claims
are contemplated.

I claim:

1. In a display panel framing, adjacent framing mem-
bers forming mitered joints with each other, each of said
members having a frontal wall portion defining the front
face of said framing and having other wall portions in-
cluding generally paralleling side walls connecting with
said frontal wall portion and definings a slideway there-
with for receiving a portion of a coupling element, a cou-
pling element for coupling the adjacent framing members
forming each joint and having free ended leg portions
slideably engaged in the said slideways of said framing
members and means immobilizing said leg portions in
said slideways said means comprising for at least one
leg portion of each coupling element, an elongated resilient
locking finger carried by this leg portion and extending
lengthwise thereof in a direction away from the free end
thereof, said finger having a locking portion normally
projecting away from this leg portion and resiliently
biased into releasable locking engagement with a locking
abutment on one of said other wall portions of the por-
tion of the framing member receiving this leg portion
and said finger being positioned inwardly of the free end
of this leg portion whereby this end is adapted to freely
enter said slideway during assembly without initial dis-
placement of the locking portion of the locking finger.

2. In a display panel framing, adjacent framing mem-
bers forming mitered joints with each other, each of said
members having a frontal wall portion defining the front
face of said framing and having other wall portions in-
cluding generally paralleling side walls connecting with
said frontal wall portion and defining a slideway there-
with for receiving a portion of a coupling element, a
coupling element for coupling the adjacent framing mem-
bers forming each joint and having free ended leg por-
tions slideably engaged in the said slideways of said fram-
ing members and means immobilizing said leg portions
in said slideways said means comprising an elongated
resilient locking finger carried by each leg portion and
extending lengthwise thereof in a direction away from
the free ends of said leg portions and formed of the mate-
rial thereof, said fingers each having a releasable locking
portion normally outside the periphery of each leg portion
and laterally biased into releasable locking engagement
with a locking abutment on one of said other wall por-
tions of the portions of the framing members receiving
these leg portions, said locking portions being also posi-
tioned inwardly from the free ends of the leg portions
whereby such end portions are adapted to freely enter
said slideways of the framing members without inter-
ference by said locking portion,

3. In a display panel framing, adjacent framing mem-
bers forming mitered joints with each other, said mem-
bers each having a frontal wall portion, a pair of spaced
apart side wall portions connecting with said frontal wall
portion and other wall portions generally paralleling said
frontal wall portion and connecting with said side wall
portions defining a slideway therewith, a corner coupling
member coupling said adjacent joint forming framing
members, said coupling member baving a pair of free
ended intersecting leg portions slideably engaged respec-
tively in the said slideways respectively of the adjacent
framing members which it couples, means immobilizing
sajd leg portions in said slideways for inhibiting separa-
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tion of said framing members at said joints, said means
comprising as to at least one of said leg portions an
elongated releasable resilient locking finger carried by
this leg portion and anchored thereto in the plane thereof
at a position spaced from the free end of this leg portion
and within the periphery of this leg portion, said finger
extending lengthwise of this leg portion from said an-
choring position in the direction of the joint between said
framing members coupled by this coupling member and
said finger including a head portion adjacent the outer
end thereof normally outside the periphery of this leg
portion, and there being a locking abutment defined by
the edge wall of a recess in one of said wall portions of
the framing member engaged by this leg portion, said
head portion being resiliently laterally biased toward
said abutment so as to be in releasable locking engage-
ment with said abutment and said head portion having a
cam face portion engaged with said abutment and tend-
ing to draw said members into a tight joint under said
bias.

4. In a display-panel framing, adjacent framing mem-
bers forming mitered joints with each other, said mem-
bers each having a frontal wall portion, a pair of spaced
apart side wall portions connecting with said frontal wall
portion and other wall portions generally paralleling said
frontal wall portion and connecting with said side wall
portions defining a slideway therewith, a corner coupling
member coupling said adjacent joint forming  framing
members, said coupling member having a pair of free
ended intersecting leg portions slideably engaged respec-
tively by side edges thereof in the said slideways respec-
tively of the adjacent framing members which it couples,
means immobilizing said leg portions in said slideways
for inhibiting separation of said framing members at said
joints, said means comprising as to at least one of said
leg portions an elongated releasable resilient locking finger
carried by this leg portion and anchored thereto in the
plane thereof at a position spaced from the free end of
this leg portion, said finger extending lengthwise of this
leg portion from said anchoring position in a direction
away from the free end thereof and adjacent one of said
side edges of the leg portion and said finger including a
head portion adjacent the outer end thereof normally
projecting beyond said side edge of said leg portion and
there being a locking abutment defined by the edge wall
of a recess at least in one of said side wall portions of the
framing member engaged by this leg portion, engaged
by the said head portion of the locking finger, said head
being resiliently biased into locking engagement with said
abutment when so engaged.

5. A display framing as claimed in claim 4 wherein
said coupling member is made of a synthetic plastic ma-
terial and said locking finger is an integral part of said
member,

6. A display framing as claimed in claim 4 wherein said
coupling member is a molding of a synthetic plastic ma-
terial and said locking finger is a metallic spring member
molded in situ with said coupling member.

7. A display framing as claimed in claim 4 wherein
said framing members include an L-shaped rail portion
having one leg connecting with said other wall portions
of said members and defining with said other wall por-
tions a slideway to receive and retain display material in
said framing.

8. For a display panel framing comprising adjacent
joint forming members having slideways formed by a
frontal wall portion defining the front face of said mem-
bers and generally parallel side walls connecting with
said frontal wall and having locking recesses in said side
walls, a coupling element for coupling said adjacent mem-
bers comprising leg portions including generally parallel
side edges and a free end for substantially snugly inter-
engaging the slideways of said members and an elongated
locking finger on at least one of said leg portions includ-
ing a head portion for releasably engaging in the locking
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recess of a slideway with which this one leg portion is
to be interengaged, said locking finger being anchored
to this one leg portion within the said side edges thereof
and spaced from the free end of this leg portion, and
said locking finger extending lengthwise of this one leg
portion in a direction away from the free end thereof and
adjacent one side edge thereof with a portion of said
finger including said head portion projecting beyond said
one side edge, said projecting portion presenting an edge
at an acute angle to said one side edge of this leg portion
adapted to engage the side wall of a slideway when this
leg portion is interengaged therewith for resiliently dis-
placing said finger within said slideway end facilitating
resilient bias of said head portion of said finger into en-
gagement with a locking recess in the slideway.

9. In a display panel framing, adjacent framing mem-
bers forming mitered joints with each other, each of
said members having a frontal wall portion defining the
front face of said framing and having other wall por-
tions including generally paralleling side walls connect-
ing with said frontal wall portion and defining a slide-
way, a coupling element for coupling the adjacent fram-
ing members forming each joint, said element having leg
portions including generally parallel side edges and a free
end substantially snugly interengaged in the slideways of
said members, and means immobilizing said leg portions
in said slideways of said members, said means comprising
for at least one leg portion of each coupling element an
elongated locking finger on this leg portion and a locking
abutment provided by an edge portion of a recess in a
side wall forming said slideway, said locking finger being
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anchored in this one leg portion of said element within
said side edges thereof and spaced from said free end
thereof and said locking finger extending lengthwise of
this one leg portion adjacent one side edge thereof in a
direction away from the free end thereof with a portion
of said finger including said head portion normally pro-
jecting beyond said one side edge when said element is
disengaged from the slideway, resiliently displaced within
said slideway with the said head portion of said finger
engaging said abutment and said finger including an edge
thereof normally at an acute angle to the adjacent side
edge of this leg portion for facilitating displacement of
said locking finger when effecting locking engagement of
this leg portion in a slideway.
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