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(54)  A  shipping  unit  comprising  rigidif  ied  containers 

(57)  The  present  invention  relates  to  a  shipping  unit 
(30)  comprising  a  plurality  of  lightweight  plastic  contain- 
ers  (1),  the  containers  being  held  in  position  relative  to 
each  other  by  an  outer  supporting  layer  (31),  the  outer 
supporting  layer  (31)  being  essentially  a  film  in  tension. 

Substantially  all  of  the  containers  (1)  comprise  a 
base  portion  (2),  a  top  portion  (3),  a  side  wall  (5)  and 
optionally  a  handle  (10),  wherein  at  least  two  opposing 
regions  (6,  6')  of  the  side  wall  (5)  are  joined  together  to 
form  a  rigidifying  portion  (7)  of  the  container  other  than 
the  optional  handle  (10). 
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: l a i m s   i n c u r r i n g   f e e s  

he  present  European  pa  lent  application  comprised  at  tne  time  ot  tiling  more  uian  an  uaims. 

r—  j  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  preserved  lime  limit.  The  present  European  searcn  report  has  been 
—  1  drawn  up  lor  all  claims. 

,—,  Only  part  ot  tne  claims  lees  have  been  paid  within  tne  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  tor  me  first  ten  claims  and  tor  tnose  clams  tor  wn.cn  claims  tees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

n  No  claims  tees  have  been  paid  witn.n  tne  prescribed  tone  limit.  The  present  European  searcn  report  has  been 
—  1  drawn  up  tor  the  first  ten  claims. 

X  \  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Searcn  Division  considers  mat  tne  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  witn  tne  requ.rement  of  unity  o( 
invention  ana  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

□  

□  

□  

—  ;  All  furtnei  searcn  tees  have  been  paid  witnm  me  fixed  time  limit  ine  present  European  searcn  repon  nas 
 ̂ —  '  been  drawn  up  tor  alt  claims 

i  —  !  Only  part  ol  tne  runner  searcn  lees  nave  been  paid  within  tne  lixeo  rjme  limn.  The  present  European  searcn 
'  —  '  reoort  has  been  drawn  up  tor  tnose  parts  ot  tne  European  patent  application  when  relate  to  the  inventions  in 

respects  ot  wnicn  searcn  tees  nave  been  paid. 

namely  claims. 

y.  None  ot  tne  runner  search  tees  has  been  paid  within  the  lixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  arawn  up  lor  those  parts  ot  the  European  patent  application  wnicn  relate  to  tne  invention  first 
mentioned  in  me  claims 

namely  claims 
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acarcn  urvision  cwww'i  um  u'"*—"  ~~  —  ■  ™~  - 
ioon  and  rtiaiu  D  MvaraJ  invonoona  or  groupl  of  invonoons. 
Hy: 

1-  Claims  1-6 

2-  Claims  7 ,8  

3-  Claims  9 ,10  

EPC  are  therefore  not  fulfilled  : 

riaims  7  and  8  relate  to  containers  packaqed  in  sub-units 
i  claims  9  and  10  relate  to  ridges  and  depressions  on  the  bottom  and  s,de  walls 
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