
(No Model.) 
C. F. MUNSON, 

MAIL COLLECTION SYSTEM, - 

No. 551,087, Patented Dec, l0, 1895, 

ZCzzzzzzesses. /7eezzao 

2. fre-6-4 
- 1277/ea 

ANOREw B.GRAHAM, PHOTOLITHowASHINGTON.pc. 

  



IO 

35 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES F. MUNSON, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, ASSIGNOR OF ONE 

HALF TO J. W. COUCH, OF PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA. 

MAIL COLLECT ON SYSTEM. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 551,087, dated December 10, 1895. 
Application filed August 30, 1895, Serial No. 561,050, (No model.) 

To all whom, it inctly conce772: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES F. MUNSON, 

of the city of Baltimore, in the State of Mary 
land, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Mail - Collection Systems; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
and to the letters of referencemarked thereon. 
This invention has for its object to provide 

a special-collection system for use in the pos 
talservice, if desired, in connection with what 
is now known as the “special-delivery’sys 
tem, and whereby mail-matter deposited in 
any one of a series of boxes located throughout 
a district, together with a coin or otherinsignia 
of predetermined value, Will cause a prede 
termined signal to be sent to a central station, 
giving notice of the fact and enabling a spe 
cial-collection messenger to proceed at once 
to the particular box, secure the mail-matter, 
and either deliver or forward it to its destina 
tion at Once. 
The system contemplates the employment 

of automatic signaling apparatus at each col 
lection-box in electrical connection with an 
annunciator at a central office, together with 
mechanism at each box for automatically in 
dicating the number of packages of mail-mat 
ter deposited and for indicating the particu 
lar coin or insignia deposited with each pack 
age should there be more than One at a time, 
together with certain novel details of con 
struction, combinations, and arrangements of 
parts, whereby accuracy and safety are se 
cured, all as will be hereinafter described, and 
pointed out particularly in the appended 
claims. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
Figure 1 is a sectional perspective view of a 
box with a diagrammatic illustration of the 
signal system. Fig. 2 is a detail of the auto 
matic locking mechanism. 

Like letters of reference in both figures in 
dicate the Same parts. 
In populous portions of the country, or cities 

where a collection system for mail-matter is 
effective, it is customary to constitute arbi 
trary districts apportioned to different col 

lectors who report to sub-stations, from which 
latter the mail-matter is transferred to a 
central station, whence it is forwarded to its 
destination, and in carrying this invention 
into practice a number of special-collection 
boxes are located at convenient points in each 
district, with signaling-circuits extending to 
each sub-station, where special collectors are 
held in readiness to answer the signals and 
forward the mail-matter with the utmost dis 
patch. 

Referring to Fig. 1, the letters A A indi 
cate mail-boxes of any approved pattern 
adapted to be located at convenient points in 
a district equipped with this system. In each 
box an opening B is formed for the entry of 
mail-matter and a door C for removing the 
same. A movable closure, preferably con 
sisting of a sliding plate D, is provided for the 
opening B and adapted to be held closed by a 
locking mechanism released by the entry of 
a coin or other insignia inserted through an 
opening b in the top of the box. 

In the preferred construction the sliding 
closure or plate Disguided by slots and pins 
or bolts d to move upward diagonally, and at 
one end it is formed With a catch projection, 
such as d", with which the hook end e of the 
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pivoted locking-bolt E co-operates, as shown 
in full lines, Fig. 2, to hold the closure over 
the opening. 
The locking-bolt is provided with a coun 

terbalance weight or arme' for holding it nor 
mally in locked position and for limiting its 
movement independently of the closure, as 
Will now appear. 

Extending Out On. One side of the locking 
bolt is a coin-arm e, upon which the Weight 
of the coin rests and turns the bolt to the po 
sition indicated in dotted lines in said Fig. 2, 
with the Weight or limiting arme' against the 
under edge of the sliding closure. When in 
this position, the closure is unlocked and free 
to be moved upward by the depositor who 
grasps the handle or knob E. projecting 
through the front of the box, and as the clos 
ure is moved up its hook end rides under the 
hook end of the locking-bolt, and the latter 
turns until the coin drops off into its recep 
tacle G. 
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The locking-bolt, it will be understood, is 
delicately poised, so as to be overbalanced 
and unlock the closure when a coin is dropped 
through the coin-opening so as to rest upon 

5 the coin-arm, and the coin is retained on this 
arm until the closure is raised and the arm 
inclined at such an angle as to allow the coin 
to escape. 
Any Ordinary means may be provided for 

Io preventing the entry of bogus coin or for pre 
Venting the operation of the device by the in 
Sertion of a wire or sticks, &c. The coins 
When they pass from the coin-arm drop into 
a cylindrical or other shaped receptacle G, 

I5 which retains them in the order in which they 
Were deposited. Thus should the box con 
tain several letters they will be one on top of 
the other in the same order as the coins, and 
should a bogus coin have been dropped in 

2O the letter corresponding to it may be thrown 
Out or sent by ordinary post. 

For the purpose of indicating at the central. 
office the particular box in which a letter or 
other mail-matter has been deposited with 

25 special collection prepared, contacts II are 
actuated by the movement of the closure to 
Send a signal over the circuit to the annun 
ciator K, located at the central office. Sev 
eral boxes may be located in the same circuit, 

3o if desired, and as a check upon any irregul 
larities of the collector an additional check 
is preferably provided in the shape of an in 
dicator L of ordinary construction mounted 
within the box and adapted to indicate the 

35 number of times the closure has been opened 
and consequently the number of packages of 
mail-matter which should have come from 
that box. 
The sliding closure shown, besides being 

4o held in place by the screws or bolts before re 
ferred to, is further secured by a yoke M, and 
when closed the bottom edge is held in a seat 
in extending along the bottom of the entrance 
opening. Thus no mail or other matter can 

45 by any possibility enter without the closure is 
first opened. 
The mechanism employed for carrying the 

invention into effect is simple in the extreme, 
and while I have been specific in describing 

5o the same I do not wish to be limited to the 
specific details of construction, for it is ob 
vious that other forms of coin-released lock 
ing mechanism and signaling mechanism may 

be employed without departing from the sub 
stantial invention. 55 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. In a system, such as herein described, the 

combination with the series of mail recepta 
cles each having an opening, a movable clos- 6o 
ure therefor, and a circuit controller oper 
ated when the closure is opened, of an an 
nunciator at a central office a signal circuit 
connecting the annunciator and several boxes 
and a coin controlled lock controlling the Op- 65 
eration of the circuit controller at each box; 
substantially as described. 

2. In a system such as herein described, the 
combination with the mail receptacle and a 
closure for the entrance opening thereof, of 7o 
the circuit controller moved by said closure, 
the coin or insignia controlled lock for the 
closure and a central station with an electric 
signal circuit extending therefrom to the cir 
cuit controller; substantially as described. 

3. In a system such as described, the colm 
bination with the mail receptacle the closure 
for the entrance opening thereof and the han 
dle for manually moving said closure, of the 
coin or insignia controlled lock for the clos- So 
ure, the circuit controller and the central 
office and signal circuit extending therefrom 
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to the circuit controller at the box; substan 
tially as described. 

4. In a system such as described the com- 85 
bination with the mail receptacle the closure 
for the entrance opening thereof and the coin 
or insignia controlled lock for the closure, of 
the counter and the circuit controller both 
operated by the closure, a central office and 9o 
a signal circuit extending therefrom to the 
circuit controller; substantially as described. 

5. In a mail receptacle for special collec 
tion systems, the combination with the recep 
tacle having the entrance opening, the slid- 95 
ing closure for said opening, the circuit con 
troller operated thereby and the annunciator 
in circuit with the controller, of the pivoted 
coin actuated locking bolt for said closure, 
the coin arm. On Said bolt and the coin open- Ioo 
ing over said alrm; substantially as described. 

CHARLES F. MUNSON. 
Witnesses: 

ALEX. S. STEUART, 
WALLACE MURDOCK. 

  


