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To C.77, whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JAMES MURDOCK, Jr., 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton and 

5 State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Tailpieces for Mu 
sical Instruments, of which the following is a 
specification. - 

My invention relates to tailpieces for 
io stringed musical instruments. Its object is 

to provide a neat-appearing economical tail 
piece for violins, guitars, mandolins, and simi 
lar stringed musical instruments, by which 
the strings may be readily placed and securely 

15 held withouit injury to the knotted ends. 
To this end my invention consists in form 

ing the tailpiece from sheet metal, shaped 
and formed as illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, in connection with which the 

2O invention will be first fully described, and 
then particularly referred to and pointed out 
in the claims. 
The drawings represent a guitar and a man 

dolin tailpiece formed of light sheet metal, 
25 preferably aluminium, of which metal my 

tailpiece may be readily and cheaply formed, 
without soldered joints. 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the blank from 
which the tailpiece of the guitar is formed; 

3o Fig. 2, a side elevation of the piece after it 
has been bent or folded to its finished form. 
Fig. 3 is a plan or top elevation of the finished 
piece. Fig. 4 is an end elevation, looking in 
front of the head and toward the rear end of 

35 the tailpiece. Fig. 5 is an inverted plan view 
of the head end of the piece; Fig. 6, a lon 
gitudinal section, taken through line 1 1 of 
Fig. 3, showing one string in place. Fig. 7 
is a detailed view similar to Fig. 4, but with 

4o the strings in place. Fig. 8 is a top or plan 
elevation of the head end of a mandolin tail 
piece. Fig. 9 is a front end elevation of the 
Sale. 

The blank, Fig. 1, is stamped out to the 
45 form shown from sheet metal, preferably alu 

minium, but any other suitable metal may be 
employed. The shank portion A and the 
rear part Cl, back of the dotted line acac of 
Fig. 1, may be formed or shaped in any suit 

5o able design. The head or forward end A' of 

the blank has projecting tenons or lugs (t', 
formed by notching the front edge of the 
plate, and directly back of these tongues are 
perforations C, through which the tongues 
pass when folded around to form the string- 55 
holding roll. The ends of the tenons which 
pass through the perforations are turned 
around over the inner face of the scroll-head, 
as clearly seen in Figs. 2, 4, 5, 7, and 9. Be 
tween the perforations Ct and tongues C' in 6o 
the head or scroll A are formed string-open 
ings Ct. The stringis inserted bypassing the 
knotted end through the perforations a, draw 
ing the knot under the notches, passing the 
string over the top of the head A', down 65 
through the perforations (t, and drawing it 
forward over the tongues a', as clearly seen 
in Figs. 6 and 7. It will be seen that the 
smooth scroll portion of the head takes up 
the strain of the string and prevents the edge 7O 
of the notches from cutting the knotted end 
of the strings, and any string may be removed 
or replaced without disturbing the others. 

For a mandolin-head, as shown in Figs. S 
and 9, two notches branch from the opening 75 
Ci to pass the strings, and it is obvious that 
the number of string-openings and the man 
ner of forming the rear part a may be varied 
to suit the different kinds of instruments in 
which tailpieces are employed. Such changes 8o 
will readily occur to the skilled mechanic 
Without any detailed description. 

It would be but an inferior modification of 
my invention to omit the tenons C and fold 
the plain edge of the roll. A down on top of 85 
the plate in line with the perforations a. 
In either case the strain of the strings tends 
to hold the scroll-head firmly and prevents its 
spreading, thus obviating all necessity for 
soldering or otherwise securing the edge of 9o 
the scroll after it has been turned to the de 
sired form. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Tetters Patent, is 
1. The hereinbefore-described blank for 95 

forming tailpieces for musical instruments, 
stamped from sheet metal to the form shown, 
having a series of perforations to pass the 
strings, a series of perforations in front of 
them to receive the knotted ends of the strings, Ioo 
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and a blank Space in front of Said last-named 
perforations to form a roll for the strings to 
pass around when the end of the blank is 
folded over, substantially as shown and de 
Scribed. 

2. The hereinbefore - described tailpiece 
formed of sheet metal, having its forward end 
turned in tubular form, perforations, as Ct, 
in the front end of said tube to receive and 
retain the knotted ends of the strings, and 
perforations in the rear of the tubular head 
to pass the strings toward the head of the in 

strument after passing partially around the 
tube. 

3. In a tailpiece for musical instruments, 
the head, A', having perforations, Ci, Ct, and 
tenons, (t", said tenons passing through the 
perforations, Cl°, and folding under the tubul 
lar portion of the said head, substantially as 
shown and described. 

JAMES MURDOCK, JR. 
Witnesses: 

HOWARD II. RALSTON, 
GEO. J. MURRAY. 

  


