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This invention felates to a saxophone
cord such as is used by saxophone players
to support the weight of the saxophone
while it is being played. These saxophone

supports are usually in the form of a strap

or cord which is hung about the neck of the
player and which supports at its lower end
a hook adapted to hook into an eye formed
on the saxophone: S

It is a desideratum that these sixophone
supporting cords should be capable of ad-
justment as to their length so as te hold the
saxophone at the proper height and one of
_the objects of my invention is to provide a
‘novel manner of adjusting-the cord o sup-
port so as to provide an nfinite variety of
adjustments. ‘

Another object of the invention is te pro-
vide a novel covd construction which will
not only permit of this infinite vaviety of
adjustments but will securely loek the cord
in any adjusted position. _ '

Other advantaves resulting from my in:
vention will be hereinafter referred to:

In order fo give an understanding of the
invention I have iliastrated in the drawings
a selected embodiment thereof which will
now be desciibed after which: the novel fea-
tures will be pointed out in the appended
claims. :

Fig. 1 is a view of a saxophome player

playing a saxophone, the saxophone being
supported by my improved cord;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the sup-

5 porting cord;

Fig, 3 shows how the loop which' is placed
arcund the neck of the wearer may be en-
larged to- facilitate placing the cord: in po-
sition -or removing it therefrom - without,
however, disturbing the adjustment as to
the length -of the cord;

“Fig. 4 llustrates -the operation of short-
ening the cord; : )

Figs: 5 and 6 illustrate the steps n the
operation of lengthening the cordj; :

Tig: T is a diagrammatic view illustrating’
the way in which' the cord is formed: into’

the loops.

o I Fhgl 1, 1 indicates a- saxophone player
and 2 a-saxoplione whichihe is playing, This

saxophone ig provided with: the usual éye 3
which: receives o hook 4 supported: at the

lower end: oft a suppertiig cord’ or menber

which is placed: around the meck of the
player 1. B :

The support hereiin ghown is in the fori
of an endless cord or flexible member which
is arranged to present a gingle loop at its
upper end which is placed around the neck
of the svearer and « dotble loop at its lower
end en which the hook 4 is supported. The
adjustinent as to the ledigth of the cord is
effected . by varying the relative armiounts
of the length of the cord which are located
in the single and double loops. If the
amount of the length of the cord in the
double loop is inereased  this will shorten
the total effective length of the support
while if the total amount of the iength of
the cord in the double loop is decreased and
that in the single loop increased this will
have the effect of lengthening the support.

The emtire support 1s formed from a cord
portion 5 and a strap portion 6, these two
being connected to form a continuous or
endless structure. The strap portion ¢ is
adapted to encircle the neck of the wearer
and as herein shown the ends 7 of the cord
portion 5 are permeanently connected to tlie
ends of the straps 6, the latter having eyelets
8 therein through which the ends of the
cord 5 are looped. So far as the invention
is concerned, however, the portion of the
support. which passes around the neck of the
wearer might equally be made of a cord 3
as well ag a strap. Co

The supporting coxd is looped or -ar-
ranged to form a single loop 9 at its upper
end and a double loop 10 at its lower end.
The hook £ is sipported on the double loop
10 and: the single loop 9 is placed dreund
the neck of the wearer. The division be-
tween: the two loops:9 and 10 is-formed by an
adjusting sleeve 11.

In oerder to wunderstand the structure of
the single and double loops it may be well
to trace:out the manner im” which the eord 5
is threaded through  the sleeve 11 and

through the eye 12 0f the hooks 4. Starting:

with' the right hand side 18 of the loop 9
the cord: passes through:- the sleeve 11 and
thence down: the left hand:side-of the double
loop 10 -as-shown-at 14, thencs through the'
eye 12 of the hook- 4, thence up the right
hand side of the deuble loep 10" as shown
at 15, thence through the -sleeve 11 again
and” thence down the' left hand side of the’
double loop 10 as shown at 16, a second: tinie:
thraugh the-eye 12.0f the hook-4 and thexce

. up along the right hand-side of the :double’
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loop 10 as shown at 17, said cord again pass-
ing through the sleeve 11 and thence up the
ett hand side of the single loop 9 as shown
at 18, With this construction the double
loop 10 is in the nature of a two-ply loop, it
having two loop portions each of the same
size and situated in parallelism.

The adjustment of the length of the sup-
port is secured by putting more or less of
the total length of the cord in the double
loop 10, in other words, by enlarging or
diminighing the double loop 10 and corve-
spondingly diminishing or enlarging the
single loop 9. This may be done by sliding
the sleeve 11 up and down. If, for instance,
the sleeve 11 is moved upwardly or sepa-
reted from the hook 4, as might be done by
grasping the hook 4 with one hand and the
sleeve with the other and forcing them
apart, such action will result in drawing
some of the cord forming the loop 9 into
the double loop 10 and because the loop 10 is
a double loop the amount which is taken out
of the loop 9 thereby to shorten it will be
divided between the two parts of the loop 10
and said loop 10 will, therefore, be length-
ened by an amount only one-half that which
the loop 9 is shortened. Hence by this opera-
tion the total effective length of the support
can be shortened. On the other hand, if some
of the length of the cord is taken out of the
double loop 10 and placed in the loop 9 the
total eflective length of the cord will be
lengthened because the loop 9 will be length-
ened by twice the amount that the loop 10 is
shortened.

One feature of the present invention re-
lates to a means for locking the cord at any
adjusted length and while this lock may be
of any suitable character and applied to any
part of the cord I have for illustrative pur-
poses shown it as associated with the hook
4. Said hook has a locking projection 19
extending therefrom with which co-operates

-a ring 20 that is slidable on the double loop

10, and which is adapted to be slipped over
the projection 19 for locking the supporting
cord in any adjusted position. While the
cord is being adjusted as to its length the

-ring 20 is shpped upwardly on the Ioop 10

zs shown in Figs. 4, 5 and 6 and when in
this position the double loop 10 can be freely
adjusted. After the adjustment is effected
the hook 4 is turned so that the projection
19 is in line with the sides of the loop 10 so
as to encircle the projection 19 as shown in
Ifigs. 2 and 3. When in this position the
locking ring 20 firmly clamps the sides of
the loop and the projection 19 together and
thus creates sufficient friction on the loop
so that the sides thereof camnot be slid
through the eye 12 of the hook 4 by any ordi-
nary force.

It will be noted that the upper end of the

projection 19 is bent outwardly slightly and,-

1,586,251

when the saxophone is supported on the hook
4 the weight of the saxophone tends to throw
the upper end of said projection 19 to the
right, which action tends to prevent the
ring 20 from accidentally moving upwardly.

If it is desired to shorten the cord the
ring 20 will first be slipped upwardly into
the position shown in Fig. 4 thereby to dis-
engage it from the projection 19 and then
the operator will grasp the sleeve in one
hand and will pull on the hook 4 with the
other, this operation serving to draw some
of the length of the single loop 9 through
the sleeve 11 and distribute it in the two
parts of the double loop 10.

T'o lengthen the support the operator ap-
plies downward pressure on the sleeve 11
while the upper end of the loop 9 is held
stationary, as would be the case if it were
around the neck of the wearer. This op-
eration slides the sleeve downwardly from
the dotted line position Fig. 3 to the full
line positicn and in so doing a portion of the
sides 14 and 17 of the double loop are
transferred through the sleeve into the loop
9. The sides 16 and 15 will bulge outwardly
during this operation as shown in Tigs. 3
and 5. Then while holding the sleeve 11
stationary the operator pulls downwardly
on the hook 4 and this will result in dis-
tributing the slack of the sides 16 and 15
indicated by the loops 21 in the two sides
of the double loop 10 as shown in Fig. 6.
These two steps thus will transfer some of
the cord forming the double loop 10 into
the loop 9. These operations may be re-
peated as many times as necessary to give
the support its required length and after the
right adjustment 1s made the adjustment is
locked by sliding the ring 20 down over the
projection 19 as shown in Fig. 2.

it will be observed that with this construe-
tion an infinite. number of adjustments can
be secured, that is, the support may be
lengthened or shortened any amount be-
tween the zero and the maximum adjust-
ment. This makes a universal adjustment
by which every saxophone player can adjust
his saxophone to exactly the right height.

The construction has the further advan-
tage in that it provides means whereby the
loop 9 can be enlarged to facilitate the plac-
ing of the support over the head of the
player or removing it without losing the
adjustment. The enlarging of the loop 9 is
accomplished simply by forcing the sleeve
11 downwardly, as for instance from the
dotted line position to the full line posi-
tion Fig. 8. If this is done while the locking
ring 20 is still in locking engagement with
the projection 19 then the enlarging of the
loop 9 will in no wise disturb or change the
length of the support. This enables a
saxophone player to enlarge the loop 9 in
order to more conveniently place the sup-
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port over his head or to remove it, without
anger that in so doing he will lose the cor-
rect adjustment as to the length.

Although T have herein illustrated a sup-
port arranged to present a single Ioop at its
upper end a double loop at its lower end yet
the inventicn is not necessarily limited in
its application to a support having this con-
struction. Furthermore, while the particu-
lar form of lock herein shown is one asso-
ciated with the hook yet the invention is not
limited to such particular type as in its
broad aspect it is intended to cover a saxo-
phone cord support arranged in loops and
capable of adjustment as to its length and
having any appropriate means for gripping
the cord so as to lock the support in any
adjusted length.

I claim:

1. A saxophone support comprising an
endless flexible supporting member arranged
to present at its upper end a single loop to
encircle the neck of the wearer, and at its
Jower end a double loop comprising two
loop portions of equal length and having a
parallel arrangement, a hook on which the
saxophone may be hung, said hook having
an eye through which both portions of the
double loop extend, whereby the member
may be adjusted as to its length by shifting
a portion of the length thereof from the
double to the single loop or vice versa, and
means operative to lock the member in any
adjusted position.

2. A saxophone support comprising a flex-
ible supporting member formed to present
at its upper end a single loop to encircle
the neck of the wearer and at its lower end
a double loop, a hook supported by the
double loop on which a saxophone is adapt-
ed to be hung, whereby the member may be
adjusted as to its length by shifting a por-
tion of the length thereof from the double
to the single loop or vice versa, and means
co-operating with said hook for locking the
support against adjustment.

3. A saxophone support comprising a flex-

ible supporting member formed to present
at its uper end a single loop to encircle the
neck of the wearer and at its lower end a
double loop comprising two loop portions
of equal length and having a parallel ar-
rangement, a sleeve through which the mem-
ber passes a plurality of times at the junc-
tion of the loops, whereby the effective length
of the support can be adjusted by varying
the relative amounts of the length of said
members which are in the two loops, a hook
on which a saxophone is adapted to be sup-
ported, said hook having an eye through
which both parts of the double loop pass
and means co-operating with said hook to
lock the supporting member against ad-
justment.

4. A saxophone support comprising a flex-
ible supporting member formed to present
at its upper end a single loop to encircle the
neck of the wearer and at its lower end a
double loop, a sleeve through which the
member passes a plurality of times at the
junction of the loops, whereby the effective
length of the support can be adjusted by
varying the relative amounts of the length
of said members which are in the two loops,
a hook carried by the double loop on which
a saxophone is adapted to be supported, said
hook having a projection and a ring slidable
on the double loop and co-operating with
said projection to lock the support against
adjustment. )

5. A saxophone support comprising a flex-
ible supporting member constructed to pre-
sent an upper loop adapted to encircle the
neck of the player, and a lower loop, means
for adjusting the effective length of the sup-
port, a hook supported by the lower loop on
which the saxophone is adapted to be hung,
and releasable means for gripping the cord
to maintain any desired adjustment, said
means when released permitting the length
of the support to be adjusted.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification.

ALBION SLAYTON LANG.
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