US 20140138273A1

(19) United States

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2014/0138273 A1
Glass

(43) Pub. Date:

(54) OVOID CONTAINER FOR HOLDING A

May 22, 2014

Publication Classification

TRANSACTION CARD

(71) Applicant: Gift Card Impressions, LLC, Kansas

City, MO (US)

(51) Int. Cl.
A45C II/8
(52) U.S. Cl.

(2006.01)

CPC .................................... A45C II/182 (2013.01)
USPC .......................................................... 2O6/457

(72) Inventor: Brett R. Glass, Kansas City, MO (US)

(73) Assignee: Gift Card Impressions, LLC, Kansas
City, MO (US)

(57)

(21) Appl. No.: 14/081,819
1-1.

An ovoid container for holding one or more transaction cards,
Such as gift cards, that includes a distinctive size and shape to

(22) Filed:

Nov. 15, 2013

O

O

Related U.S. Application Data
(60) Provisional application No. 61/727,613, filed on Nov.
16, 2012.

204

202

100

200

ABSTRACT

attract attention. The ovoid container is dimensioned to
receive and securely hold a transaction card. The exterior

Surface of the container is a distinctive color. Such as gold, to
identify the container as a coveted prize at an Easter egg hunt
or other game.
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OVOD CONTAINER FOR HOLDING A
TRANSACTION CARD
BACKGROUND

0001. This disclosure relates generally to transaction card
holders and more particularly to an ovoid device for holding
a transaction card, Such as a gift card, that is well Suited for
presentation during a relevant holiday or occasion.
0002 Transaction cards, stored value cards, or gift cards,
as they are commonly called based upon their intended use,
have become popular gifts. Typically, gift cards are a stored
value card whereby a cash equivalent value is associated with
a code or other data stored upon a machine readable portion of
the card, Such as magnetic strip. In one aspect, the cash
equivalent value may be determined by the vendor prior to
packaging and display for sale; while in another aspect, the
cash equivalent value is determined at the point of sale by the
purchaser and associated with the purchased card. While
popular, gift cards are typically provided with a generic and
impersonal design, typically identifying the associated mer
chant for which the card may be used to purchase merchan
dise and, therefore, may not be perceived as special or coveted
by a recipient.
0003 Moreover, holidays and other events may be occa
sions for gift giving, games, and entertainment. For example,
when celebrating the holiday of Easter, Easter egg hunts are
common. Although gift cards have become common gift
items, they have not been readily incorporated into an Easter
egg hunt or placed within eggs used during the hunt, as these
eggs are commonly too small to hold a standard-sized gift
card within. In addition, due to the relatively high value of a
gift card relative to other items that might be placed into an
Easter egg for use in an Easter egg hunt, it would be advan
tageous if a plastic egg specially designed to hold a gift card
could also be visually distinctive and more prominent to
readily identify it as a desirable or coveted prize in the hunt or
game.

0004. Therefore, a need exists for a gift card container or
holder designed to appear as a traditional Easter egg container
yet suitable to hold a gift card within and to visually identify
the container as a coveted prize.
SUMMARY

0005. The purpose of this invention is to provide an egg
shaped or ovoid card container or holder for holding a trans
action card, Such as a gift card. An ovoid card container or
holder may include an elongated top portion and a relatively
shorterbottom portion cooperating when fitted to one another
to close the container and to form together a hollow, generally
ovoid-shaped main body. The top portion and bottom portion
each comprise a curved, generally parabolic, and relatively
thin wall defining a circular opening. The opening of the
bottom portion comprises a male coupling including a flange
of reduced diameter relative to the proximate wall of the
bottom portion. The opening of the top portion comprises a
female coupling including a flange contiguous with and of a
slightly larger diameter than the proximate wall of the top
portion. It should be appreciated that while not typical the top
portion may include the male coupling and the bottom portion
may include the female coupling. The outer Surfaces of the
main body include a distinctive coloration, such as a metallic
gold, to render the ovoid card container more noticeable and
to increase the perception of value to the observer.

0006. In one embodiment, a transaction card holder
assembly includes an ovoid main body that further includes a
first portion and a second portion. The first portion has a
sidewall and an opening while the second portion also has a
sidewall and an opening. The first portion is removably
engaged to the second portion to form an interior chamber
that has dimensions suitable to receive and retain a transac

tion card therein. The exterior surface of the ovoid body is
also golden in color.
0007. Other advantages of the invention will become
apparent from the following description taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, wherein is set forth by way
of illustration and example an embodiment of the present
invention.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

0008 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an ovoid card con
tainer according to one embodiment.
0009 FIG. 2 is an elevation view of the ovoid card con
tainer of FIG. 1 according to one embodiment.
0010 FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the ovoid card container
of FIG. 1 according to one embodiment.
0011 FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of the ovoid card
container of FIG. 1 according to one embodiment.
0012 FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the top portion of an
ovoid card container according to one embodiment.
0013 FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the bottom portion of
an ovoid card container according to one embodiment.
0014 FIG. 7 is an elevation view of an example transac
tion card with exemplary dimensions according to one
embodiment.

0015 FIG. 8 is an elevation view of an ovoid card con
tainer showing exemplary dimensions according to one
embodiment.

0016 FIG. 9 is a bottom view of an ovoid card container
showing exemplary dimensions according to one embodi
ment.

0017 FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an ovoid card con
tainer showing the top portion separated from the bottom
portion to reveal a transaction card disposed within the con
tainer according to one embodiment.
0018 FIGS. 11A and 11B are elevation diagrams showing
a front Surface and a side edge, respectively, of a transaction
card disposed within an ovoid card container according to one
embodiment.

0019 FIG. 12 is cross-sectional view of a the ovoid card
container with a transaction card disposed therein as viewed
along line A-A of FIG. 11B, according to one embodiment.
0020 FIG. 13 is elevation view of an ovoid card container
disposed within packaging having a transparent window in a
front panel thereof according to one embodiment.
0021 FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the ovoid card
container and packaging of FIG. 13 according to one embodi
ment.

0022 FIG. 15 is elevation view of an ovoid card container
disposed within packaging having an upwardly extended
header portion and a transaction card mounted on a backer
panel attached to the header portion according to one embodi
ment.

(0023 FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the ovoid card
container and packaging of FIG. 15 according to one embodi
ment.
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0024 FIG. 17 is an elevation view of a bubble pack hold
ing a plurality of ovoid card containers each paired with a
transaction card according to one embodiment.
0025 FIG. 18 is a perspective view of the ovoid card
container and packaging of FIG. 17 according to one embodi
ment.

0026 FIG. 19 is a perspective view of an ovoid card con
tainer disposed within packaging having a transparent win
dow in a front panel thereof according to one embodiment.
0027 FIG. 20 is an elevation view of an ovoid card con
tainer disposed within clear polybag packaging having a
folded cardstockheader according to one embodiment.
0028 FIG. 21 is an end view of the folded cardstock
header of FIG. 20 as view along line B-B, according to one
embodiment.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

0029. The present disclosure generally relates to an ovoid
shaped container specifically sized and configured to a trans
action card, also referred to herein as a gift card. In one
embodiment, the ovoid container is Suited to hold a transac

tion card that is a prize for a game, puzzle, or Scavenger hunt,
including an Easter egg hunt. As such, the ovoid container can
hold the transaction card securely once placed therein.
0030 FIGS. 1-12 are illustrations of one or more embodi
ments of an ovoid transaction card container or holder 100 for

holding a transaction card. Such as a gift card 150 shown in
FIG. 7. A perspective view and an elevation view of the ovoid
card container 100 are shown in FIGS. 1-2, respectively. In
one embodiment, the ovoid card container 100 includes a

main body 110 that is formed from an elongated top portion
120 and a bottom portion 130 that are removably engaged to
one another. As shown, the ovoid card container 100 is sub

stantially symmetrical about a central longitudinal axis 140
and does not possess distinct front, rear or side Surfaces about
the axis 140.

0031. A top down plan view of the ovoid container 100 is
shown in FIG.3, while, FIG. 4 depicts a bottom plan view of
the container. The broken lines 142 are provided as exemplary
contour lines to illustrate the relative curvature for one

embodiment of the top portion 120 and the bottom portion
130. The top portion 120 and the bottom portion 130 may
include one or more openings 144-146, and recess 148. In one
aspect, the openings 144-146 and recess 148 may be formed
during the manufacturing process. In another aspect, the
openings 144 and 146 are provided to aid in the separation of
the portions 120 and 130 once joined.
0032 FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the top portion 120.
In one embodiment, the top portion 120 is generally defined
by the curved surface or wall 121 of an elliptic paraboloid and
defines a hollow interior space 124. FIG. 6 is a perspective
view of the bottom portion 130 of the container 100. In one
embodiment, the bottom portion 130 is generally defined by
the curved surface 131 of another elliptic paraboloid and
defines another hollow interior space 134. The curved sur
faces 121 and 131 of the top portion 120 and bottom portion
130, respectively, each form relatively thin walls 123 and 133
that define respective circular openings, 126 and 136 respec
tively. The walls 123 and 133 are thin relative to the height and
width of the respective main body portions 120 and 130.
0033. The opening 136 of the bottom portion 130 defines
a male coupling arrangement 137 that includes a flange 138A
and a lip 138B. The flange 138A has a diameter D1 that is less
than the diameter D2 of the wall 133 proximate to the opening

136, while the lip 138B has a diameter D3 that is approxi
mately equal to or greater than the diameter D2. As shown in
FIG. 6, the opening 126 of the top portion 120 defines a
female coupling arrangement 127 that includes a flange 128A
and an annular recess 128B. The flange 128A is contiguous
with the wall 123 and has a diameter D4 that is greater than the
diameter D5 of the wall 123 proximate to the female coupling
arrangement. In one aspect, the diameter D4 is greater due, at
least in part, to the curvature of the wall 123 and expanding
diameter of the top portion 120 as it progresses toward the
opening 126.
0034. The top portion 120 and bottom portion 130 coop
eratively engage when fitted to one another to close the con
tainer 100 and to form together a hollow, generally ovoid
shaped main body 110 as shown in FIGS. 1 through 4. In
particular, the lip 138B is received in the annular recess 128B,
as the exterior surface of the flange 138A of the bottom
portion 130 slidably engages the interior surface of the top
portion flange 128A.
0035. The outer surfaces of each portion 120 and 115 and,
therefore, the main body 110, may include a distinctive col
oration, to render the ovoid card container more noticeable

and to increase the perception of value to the observer. For
example, the exterior surfaces 122A and 132A of the ovoid
container may be a golden color. In one aspect, the exterior
surfaces 122A and 132A have a metallic golden color, while
in other aspects, the golden Surfaces have other finishes,
including but not limited to matte, glossy, reflective, or iri
descent. Additionally, the exterior surfaces 122A and 132A of
the ovoid container 100 may be another color or multiple
colors.

0036 FIG. 7 is a front elevation view of an exemplary
transaction card 150. Such as a gift card, showing typical
dimensions for a common transaction card. As shown, a typi
cal transaction card 150 has four corners 152, 154, 156, and

158, a length of approximately 3.375 inches along the longi
tudinal axis 151, and a width of approximately 2.125 inches
along the transverse axis 153. The transaction card 150 is

shown, as it would be held in one embodiment of the ovoid

container 100. In particular, the longitudinal axis 151 of the
card is vertically oriented and the transverse axis 153 of the
card is horizontally oriented.
0037 FIG.8 is an elevation view of one embodiment of the
ovoid card container 100 that also includes exemplary dimen
sions for the container. In particular, the main body 110 has a
length of about 4.470 inches along the longitudinal axis 140,
while the bottom portion 130 has a length of approximately
1.8 inches along the longitudinal axis. FIG. 9 is an elevation
view of the bottom portion of the ovoid card container 100 as
viewed along the longitudinal axis. As shown in one embodi
ment, the bottom portion 130 has a radius of approximately
1.6 inches radius from the center 160 of the bottom portion
that is aligned with the longitudinal axis 140 to the outermost
edge 162 of the main body 110. In one aspect, the outer most
edge 162 of the main body 110 corresponds to the juncture
164 of the top portion 120 and bottom portion 130, as shown
in FIGS. 1-2. The exemplary dimensions of the main body
110, top portion 120 and bottom portion 130, as described
herein are provided for embodiments of the ovoid container
100 that preferably hold and retain a transaction card 150 of
typical dimensions with no gap or with a minimal gap or
clearance between the corners 152, 154, 156, 158 of the card

150 and the interior surfaces 122B and 132B of the top por
tion 120 and the bottom portion, respectively.
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0038 FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an ovoid card con
tainer 100 showing the top portion 120 separated from the
bottom portion 130 to reveal a transaction card 150 disposed
within the main body 110 of the container 100. The transac
tion card 150 contacts the interior surface of the bottom

portion 130. As shown, the top portion 120 is positioned
above the card 150 and bottom portion 130, and aligned for
engaging the top portion 120 with the bottom portion 130.
0039 FIGS. 11A and 11B are illustrations of an embodi
ment of the ovoid container 100 when closed and containing
a transaction card 150 therein. Similarly, FIG. 12 is a cross
sectional view of the ovoid container 100, viewed along
cross-sectional line A-A, as shown in FIG. 11B. In one

embodiment, the transaction card 150, when disposed within
the ovoid card container 100, may maintain a minimal gap
166 between one or more of the corners 152 and 154, of the

card 150 and the interior surface 122B of the top portion 120.
When resting within the main body 110, the card 150 is in
contact with the interior surface 132B of the bottom portion
130 at one or more corners, such as the corner 156 and the

corner 158, when in an upright orientation. As such, the ovoid
container 100 may hold the transaction card 150 in a static
position securely and prevent the transaction card from exces
sive motion or jostling that may damage the card. In various
other embodiments, the interior surfaces 122B and 132B of

the respective top portion 120 and bottom portion 130, or both
portions, includes one or more projections, set-offs, or tabs
(not shown) that may engage the transaction card 150.
0040. In various embodiments, the transaction card 150 is
automatically oriented into the vertical position, shown in
FIGS. 11A, 11B, and 12, when the top portion 120 is engaged
to the bottom portion 130. In particular, as one or more of the
transaction card corners 156 and 158 engage the interior
surface 122B of the top portion 120, the corners slide along
the interior Surface as the transaction card pivots about one or
more of the lower corners 156 and 158, or a line formed by the
lower corners, until the transaction card assumes the Vertical

position relative to the ovoid container 100 as shown.
0041. The ovoid container 100 may be displayed and sold
at retail locations individually or in conjunction with one or

container may be given to a gift recipient or more typically,
used as a prize to be coveted in an Easter egg hunt or a
Scavenger hunt.
0042 FIGS. 15 and 16 depict another embodiment of a
retail packaging unit 220 for displaying and selling the ovoid
container. As shown the packaging unit 220 includes elon
gated header portion 222 that extends away from a packaging
container portion 224 of the unit. The header portion 222 is
engaged to a transaction card assembly 230 that includes
transaction card 150 mounted on a backer panel 232. In one
embodiment, the transaction card assembly 230 may include
one or more transaction cards engaged to a backer panel that
is typically configured for sale independent of the ovoid con
tainer. By way of example, the backer panel 206 and the
mounted transaction card may be affixed to the headerportion
222 at the retail location. For example, the transaction card
assembly 230 may be attached to the elongated header por
tion 222 via a tab, loop of material 233, or any other suitable
mechanism. As such, the retail packaging unit 220 and the
transaction card assembly 230 may be prepared by separate
Vendors. In another example, the transaction card assembly
and the retail packaging unit 150 may be assembled before
distribution to retail locations.

0043 FIGS. 17 and 18 depict another embodiment of a
retail packaging unit 300 for holding multiple ovoid card
containers 100 and a corresponding number of transaction
cards 150. In one aspect, the retail packaging unit 300
includes a main panel portion 302 that defines openings 304
A-C for receiving the ovoid containers 100. The ovoid con
tainers may be retained by any suitable mechanism including
but not limited to a clear polymer-based clamshell arrange
ment 306 that is further engaged to or between portions of the
main panel 302. In another embodiment, the ovoid containers
are secured to the main backer panel within a clear polymer
based bag (“polybag') that envelops the entire retail packag
ing unit 300.
0044) A number of transaction cards 150 that correspond
to the number of ovoid containers 100 are removably
mounted to the main panel portion. In one embodiment, the
transaction cards 150 are mounted to the main backer panel

more transaction cards. FIGS. 13 and 14 are illustrations of an

via a removable adhesive.

ovoid card container 100 disposed within a packaging unit
200. In one embodiment, the packaging unit 200 is a sealable
container, Such as a cardboard or cardstock box, among oth
ers, that includes a one or more transparent viewing windows
202. The transparent window 202 is defined by an aperture in
a front panel 204 of the container and a transparent or at least
translucent material, including but not limited to a transparent
polymer sheet or film. In this embodiment, the transaction
card 150 is removably mounted on a header portion 206
extending upward from a packaging container portion 208 of
the packaging unit 200. Once purchased, the ovoid card con
tainer 100 is removed from the packaging unit 200 and the
transaction card 150 is removed from the header portion 206
for placement therein. For example, the ovoid container 100 is
opened by separating the top portion 120 from the bottom
portion 130 and at least a portion of the transaction card 150
is placed inside the bottom portion 130. The ovoid container
is closed by placing the top portion 120 over the bottom
portion 130 and engaging the two portions. As previously
described, the transaction card 150 may be automatically
aligned in a vertical position as the two body portions 120 and
130 are brought together. Once the ovoid container 100 is
closed with the transaction card 150 placed therein, the ovoid

004.5 FIGS. 19-20 depict embodiments of other retail
package units for various embodiments of the ovoid container
100. In particular, FIG. 19 is a perspective view of a of an
ovoid card container 100 disposed within a packaging unit
400 similar to the packaging container portion 208 as shown
un FIGS. 13-16. The packaging unit 400 as depicted is used
for the display and sale of the ovoid card container 100
without a transaction card. Similarly, FIG. 20 is a front eleva
tion view of an ovoid card container 100 disposed within a
packaging unit 500 comprising a clear polybag 502. The
container 100 is fully disposed and held within the polybag
502. In one embodiment, the upper, initially open end 510 of
the polybag 502 is secured and held closed by a cardstock
header 504 having a front flap 506 hingedly connected to a
back flap 508, as shown in FIG. 21. The header 504 receives
the end 510 of the bag502 between the front flap 506 and back
flap and the header folded upon one another with the upper
end of the polybag 502 disposed and enclosed therebetween.
The front flap 506 and back flap 508 are then stapled or
otherwise secured to one another to hold the flaps together in
a closed position and retain the polybag 502 between the flaps
so that the polybag 502 may be hung upon a display rack (not
shown) by an aperture 512 (e.g. sombrero-cut hole) in the
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header 504. In another embodiment, the end 510 of the poly
bag. 502 may be stapled, adhered, or otherwise attached and
sealed to a header panel 504 of unitary constriction.
0046 Specific design features of the apparatus and meth
ods disclosed herein were developed to meet a strong but
unmet demand by consumers for a distinctive "Easter egg
type of container 100 sized to securely and closely hold a gift
card 150 so that the interior walls of the container 100 contact

or nearly contact all four corners of the gift card to avoid
excessive movement or rattling of the gift card 150 within the
container 100. To assure distinctiveness of the container 100

relative to conventional plastic eggs in the prior art, it is
preferred that the container 100 beformed of or coated with a
highly distinctive color, and preferred that such color be asso
ciated in the mind of the consumer with high value, and
further preferred that such color be a metallic gold as such
coloration meets the stated preferred criteria.
0047. It should be appreciated that the main body 110 may
be constructed of various types of plastics or of other resilient
materials and may bear various graphics and designs while
maintaining the general structure and functionality described
herein. Certain embodiments of the container 100 and any
associated packaging are constructed and assembled to com
ply with standard space constraints for display upon store
racks, and more particularly to not exceed 5.25 inches tall by
4 inches wide.

0048. It is believed that the present disclosure and many of
its attendant advantages will be understood by the foregoing
description, and it will be apparent that various changes may
be made in the form, construction, and arrangement of the
components without departing from the disclosed subject
matter or without sacrificing all of its material advantages.
The form described is merely explanatory, and it is the inten
tion of the following claims to encompass and include Such
changes.
0049. While the present disclosure has been described
with reference to various embodiments, it will be understood

that these embodiments are illustrative and that the scope of
the disclosure is not limited to them. Those skilled in the art

will appreciate that variations from the specific embodiments
disclosed above are contemplated by the invention. Many
variations, modifications, additions, and improvements are
possible. More generally, embodiments in accordance with
the present disclosure have been described in the context of
particular implementations. Functionality may be separated
or combined in blocks differently in various embodiments of
the disclosure or described with different terminology. These
and other variations, modifications, additions, and improve
ments may fall within the scope of the disclosure as defined in
the claims that follow.

What is claimed is:

1. A transaction card holder assembly comprising:
an ovoid main body comprising:
a first portion having a first sidewall and a first opening;
and

a second portion having a second sidewall and a second
opening:
wherein the first portion is removably engaged to the sec
ond portion to form an interior chamber dimensioned to
receive and retain a transaction card therein; and

wherein an exterior surface of the ovoid body comprises a
gold color.
2. The transaction cardholder assembly of claim 1 wherein
the ovoid main body has a general egg-shape.
3. The transaction cardholder assembly of claim 1 wherein
the first portion and the second portion each have a general
elliptic paraboloid shape.
4. The transaction card holder assembly of claim 3,
wherein the first portion has a first longitudinal length along
a longitudinal axis greater than a second longitudinal length
of the second portion.
5. The transaction card holder assembly of claim 1,
wherein the first sidewall further comprises a first flange and
a lip and the second sidewall further comprises a second
flange and an annular recess, and wherein the lip is received in
the annular recesses when the first portion is engaged to the
second portion.
6. The transaction cardholder assembly of claim 1 wherein
the gold color is a metallic gold.
7. The transaction cardholder assembly of claim 1 wherein
the exterior surface of the ovoid body comprises a glossy
finish.

8. The transaction cardholder assembly of claim 1 wherein
the ovoid main body has an overall length along alongitudinal
axis of approximately 4.47 inches.
9. The transaction cardholder assembly of claim 1 wherein
the second portion has a height along the longitudinal axis of
approximately 1.8 inches and maximum radius of approxi
mately 1.6 inches.
10. The transaction card holder assembly of claim 1
wherein the ovoid main body contacts at least two corners of
a transaction card placed therein.
11. The transaction card holder assembly of claim 1
wherein the ovoid main body contacts each corner of a trans
action card placed therein.
12. The transaction card holder assembly of claim 1
wherein a transaction card received within the main body is
automatically aligned within the main body, Such that a card
longitudinal axis of the transaction card is aligned with or
parallel to a main body longitudinal axis of the ovoid main
body.

