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The present invention relates to a lamp 
socket and is more particularly directed to 
ward a combined lamp socket and support 
ing bracket suitable for holding miniatule 
lamps. 

in certain locations such, for example, as 
in toy railroad cars and locomotives, it is 
desirable to mount miniature lamps so that 
they may be concealed and yet be accessible 
for replacement. The present invention 
more particularly relates to a structure de 
signed for use in such toy railroad cars, and 

invention contemplates a combined 
socket and holding blacket made out of a 
single piece or stamping of sheet metal 
folded into proper shape. This stamping 
may be made up out of resilient material, 
the yielding nature of the stamping being 
relied upon to hold the lamp in the Socket, 
or a clamping screw may be provided, if 
desired. 
The accompanying drawings show two of 

the many possible embodiments in which 
the present invention may take form, it be 
ing understood that the drawings are ill 
lustrative of the invention, rather than lim 
iting the same. 

In these drawings: 
Figure 1 is an elevational view, with 

palts in Section, showing One form of coln 
bined socket and holding bracket; 

Figure 2 illustrates a form of stamping 
suitable for use in making up the structure 
shown in Figure 1: 

Figure 3 is a sectional view along the 
line 3-3 of Figure 2, and indicating in dot 
ted lines the positions assumed by the parts 
when folded; and 

Figure 4 is a perspective view showing a 
modified form. 
The blank fron) which the socket and 

tracket are to be made, as shown in Figure 
2, is in the form of a T-shaped stamping. 
It is shown inverted in the drawing merely 
for convenience, as the sockets are general 
ly mounted that way. 
The head 10 of the T is broad or wide, and 

at each side of the center line it is provided 
with a number of obliquely disposed inden 
tations 11. The material, marked 12 and 
13 in the drawings, carrying these inden 
tations is adapted, when rolled into a cyl 
inder, to engage with a miniature lamp 
base. As shown in the drawing, the upper 
edges of these areas 12 and 13 are cut away 

in the drawings. 

ft) provide members 14 and 15, which may 
be turned in to provide flanges 16 and 17. 
The stem 18 of the T is adapted to extend 
upwardly beyond the flanges as indicated 

The upper end 19 of this 
member is bent over as shown at 20 to pro 
vide an attaching plate, so that the struc 
ture may be readily mounted by passing a 
Screw or other member through an aperture 
21 therein. 
An insulated central contact may be read 

ily provided. As shown in the drawings, 
it takes the form of a threaded member 22 
which passes through a pair of insulating 
disks 23 and 24, placed on opposite sides of 
the flanges 16 and 17. A nut 25 clamps the 
central contact and disks in place, and an 
other nut 26 may be used to bind a lead 
wire 27 in place. 

It will thus be seen that a completed 
lamp socket is readily made Out of a sin 
gle stamping, which provides the socket 
threads. The socket also has an insulated 
central contact and a mounting or attach 
ing plate. The inherent resiliency of the 
material may be relied upon to securely 
hold the lamp base in the Socket. This 
clamping action, may be insured by rolling 
the material to a smaller diameter than the 
lamp base, which will bring about spread- $: 
ing of the socket when the lamp is inserted. 
It will also be obvious that the free ends of 
the cylindrical rolled portions of the socket 
may be separated, as indicated in the draw 
ings, or that they may Overlap. In either 
case, the socket will be split longitudinally. 
As an additional clamping precaution, it 
may be advisable to continue the material 
forming the lamp socket outwardly in the 
form of lugs such as 28 and 29, as shown 
in Figure 4. These lugs may be held to 
gether by a screw 30 if desired. 
While the structure shown in the present 

drawing, has a comparatively short de 
pending member 18 between the holding (-) 
plate and the socket, it is, of course, under 
stood that the length of this member is 
merely a matter of expediency, depending 
upon the use to which the structure is to 
be put. It will also be understood that the 105 
showing of the parts at right angles to one 
anothel is merely illustrative. 

It is obvious that the invention may be 
embodied in many forms and constructions 
and I wish it to be understood that the pari- 110 
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ticular forms shown and described are but two of the many forms. Various modifica 
tions and changes being possible, I do not 
in any way limit myself with respect 

5 theireto. 
I claim: . 
1. A lamp socket shell in the forms of a 

sheet metal stamping folded to have a lon 
gitudinally split substantially cylindrical 
portion, the walls of which have threading 
elements stamped therein, there being an in 
tegral inwardly folded flange at one end of 
the cylindrical portion, and a member ex 
tending beyond said end of the cylindrical 
portion and bent over to form a supporting 
bracket. 

2. A sheet metal ". socket having a 
pair of semi-cylindrical sheet metal portions 
threaded to accommodate and yieldingly 
grip a lamp base, and having inwardly di 
rected flanges at one end of the semi-cylin 
drical portions and a support between said 
flanges. 

3. A sheet metal lamp socket having a 
i5 pair of semi-cylindrical sheet metal portions. 
threaded to accommodate and yieldingly 
grip a lamp base, and an L-shaped integral 
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bracket whose free end is outwardly bent, 
and having inwardly directed flanges at one 
end of the semi-cylindrical portions. 

4. A sheet metal lamp, socket and Sup 
porting bracket formed from a blank, said 
blank being T-shaped and having a wide 
head provided with obliquely disposed in 
dentations which form guide threads for a 
lamp base when the head is rolled into a cy 
lindrical configuration, the remainder of the 
T being adapted to be bent to form a bracket. 

5. In a combined lamp socket and sup 
porting bracket, an attaching plate having 
depending therefrom a supporting element 
which carries a Socket integral there with 
and formed by rolling material below the 
supporting element into the form of a cylin 
der, said socket being split on the side oppo 
site the supporting element, the upper edge 
of said socket being inwardly bent to forma 
flange, and a central contact insulatively 
supported from the flange. 
Signed at Irvington, in the county of Es 

sex and State of New Jersey, this 28th day 
of September, 1925. 

LOUIS CARUSO. 


