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This invention relates generally to caps, but has refer-
ence more particularly to caps of the baseball type.

It has heretofore been proposed to provide stiffening
'material for the crown portions of such caps, for the pur-
pose of preserving the form or shape of such crown por-
tions, but in virtually all cases, the stiffening material is
permanently secured to or built into the crown portions.

As aresult, when the caps are frequently laundered, the
stiffening material becomes permanently distorted or de-
formed or creased. :

The present invention has as its primary object the pro-
vision of a cap of the character described, in which stiffener
elements are employed, which are removably secured to
the cap, so that they may be quickly and easily removed,
prior to laundering of the cap, and as quickly and easily
reinserted in the cap, after the cap has been laundered.

Another object of the invention is to provide stiffener
elements formed of reticulated or perforated plastic ma-
terials which are flexible, but relatively rigid or stiff, as
compared with the cloth or fabric of which the crown por-
tion of the cap is conventionally made.

A further object of the invention is to provide a cap
of the character described, Having novel sockets or recep-
tacles for the stiffener elements.

Other objects and advantages of my invention will be
apparent during the course of the following description.

In the accompanying drawings forming a part of this
specification, and in which like numerals are employed to
designate like parts throughout the same.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a cap embodying one
form of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view, taken on
the line 22 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view, taken on
the line 3—3 of FIG. 1; . ’

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary elevational view of a portion
of the cap, as seen from the interior of the cap looking
toward the visor;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of one of the stiffening
elements used in the cap of FIGS. 1 to 4 inclusive;

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 4, but showing a
modification of the invention;

FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 5, but showing the
stiffener element used in the cap of FIG. 6, and

FIG. 8 is a top plan view of a stiffener element con-
stituting another modification of the invention.

Referring more particularly to FIGS. 1 to 5 inclusive,
there is disclosed, by way of example, a cap of the base-
ball type, comprising a visor, generally designated by
reference numeral 1, and a crown or crown portion, gen-
erally designated by reference numeral 2.

The crown 2 consists of a series of triangular segments
3, formed of cloth or fabric and provided at their side
edges with hems 4, which are covered on the inside of the
cap by means of fabric tapes 5, which are sewn to the
hems 4 and segments 3 by lines of stitching, indicated by
reference numeral 6.

Additional triangular segments 7 and 8, of cloth or
fabric similar to the cloth or fabric of which the segments
3 are composed, are provided immediately to the rear of
the two segments 3 which are disposed immediately to the
rear of the visor 1, as best shown in FIG. 3, and are pro-
vided at their side edges with hems 9, which are secured
to the segments 3, hems 4 and tapes 5 by the lines of
stitching 6.
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The vistor 1 is sewn to the lower edges of the segments
3,7 and 8 in the manner shown in FIGS. 2 and 4, as by a
line of stitching S, and a sweat band 10 is provided, which,
as shown in FIGS. 2 and 4, is sewn to the visor 1 and to
the lower edges of the segments 3, 7 and 8, as by the same
line of stitching S.

The spaces between the front segments 3 and the seg-
ments 7 and 8 provide pockets for a purpose to be pres-
ently described, and access to which is afforded by slitting
the segments 7 and 8 transversely to provide access open-
ings 11, as best shown in FIG. 2.

A cap, as thus described, but without the segments 7 and
8, is worn by men in the armed services, and occasionally
has stiffening material permanently secured to or built into
the crown portion of the cap, in order to preserve the form
or shape of the crown. Since the cap requires frequent
laundering, the stiffening material, in such cases, becomes
permanently distorted or deformed or creased, as a result
of the laundering.

In order to enable the cap to be laundered as often as
desired, without damage or injury to the stiffening mate-
rial, I provide stiffener elements, such as the element 12
shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, which elements are preferably
formed from a reticulated or perforated plastic material,
which is flexible, but is relatively rigid or stiff, as com-
pared with the cloth or fabric of which the crown portion
of the cap is made.

The elements 12 are made in the form of triangular seg-
ments similar in size and shape to the segments 3, 7 and 8,
and are preferably bound at the edges, as by means of a
binding or tape 13.

The stiffener elements 12 are inserted into the pockets
formed between the segments 3 and the segments 7 and 8,
as by introducing them into these pockets through the
openings or slits 11. Such insertion is greatly facilitated,
due to the triangular shape of the stiffener elements, since
the upper apices of the elements can be easily inserted or
slipped through the slits,

The stiffener elements, as thus inserted, and as best
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, are highly effective to preserve
the form or shape of the crown portion of the cap, even
after repeated laundering of the cap.

When the cap is to be laundred, the stiffener elements
12 are slipped out of their pockets, so that the cap can be
laundered without damage or injury to the stiffener ele-
ments. After the cap is laundered, the stiffener elements
can be quickly and easily reinserted into the cap.

In FIGS. 6 and 7 of the drawings, a modification of the
invention is shown, in which the cap is similar in construc-
tion to that shown in FIGS. 1 to 4 inclusive, but in which,
instead of utilizing separate or individual stiffener ele-
ments, as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, a single stiffener ele-
ment consisting of triangular shaped portions 12’ is pro-
vided, the base portions of which are connected to each
other, as by a bridging or connecting portion 14. The
stiffener element, in this case, is inserted into the pockets
between the segments 3 and the segments 7 and 8, in the
manner shown in FIG. 6.

Due, however, to the provision of the bridging or con-
necting portion of the stiffener element, the portions of
the segments 7 and 8 which are below the slits or open-
ings 11 in FIG. 2, may be omitted, and the lower edges
15 of the segments 7 and 8 are left unattached to the
panels 3, as apparent in FIG. 6. It will be understood
that the segments 7 and 8, in such case, are of shorter
heighth than the segments 3.

In FIG. 8, a modification of the invention is shown,
in which a stiffener element is employed, which stiffens the
entire crown of the cap. The stiffener, in this case, con-
sists of six triangular segments 12"/, similar in shape or
form to the stiffener 12 of FIG. 5, but the base portions
of which are bridged or connected to each other by means
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of bridging portions 14’, similar to the portion 14 in FIGS.
6 and 7. Itis to be understood that the one piece stiffener
element of FIG. 8 is of dome-like shape, similar to the
shape of the crown 2 of the cap in FIG. 1, and that when
such a stiffener element is used, all of the segments of
the crown of the cap are provided with segments similar
to the segments 7 and 8 of FIG. 6, to form pockets for
removably receiving the portions 12" of the stiffener ele-
ment, in the manner shown in FIG. 6.

Tt is to be understood that the segments 7 and 8 need
not be of the precise triangular conformation showsn in
FIG. 6, but may be of somewhat different shape, as long
as pockets of appreciable depth are formed to receive
and train the stiffener elements. For example, substan-
tial portions of the lower paris of the segments 7 and 8 in
FIG. 6 may be removed, while preserving pockets of
sufficient depth to receive the stiffener elements.

1t is to be understood that the forms of my invention,
herewith shown and described, are to be taken as pre-
ferred examples of the same, and that various changes
may be made in the shape, size and arrangement of parts
thereof, without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion or the scope of the subjoined claims.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. In a cap of the character described having a visor
and a dome-shaped crown comprising a plurality of tri-
angular-shaped segments secured in juxtaposition with
each other at their side edges, said segments having apex
poriions which meet at substantially the center of said
crown, additional segments of substantially triangular con-
formation disposed interiorly of said crown and having
side edges secured to said crown adjacent the side edges
of said first-named segments, said second-named segments
having transverse portions thereof adjacent their bases
which are unsecured. to said crown whereby to provide
transverse openings for access into the spaces or pockets
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between the first and second-named segments, and stif-
fener elements of triangular-shaped conformation insert-
able into said spaces or pockets through said openings
by introduction of the apex portions of the stiffener ele-
ments into said openings, said stiffener elements being
removably secured in said pockets or openings, and being
removable through said openings, when the cap is to be
laundered.

2. A cap, as defined in claim 1, in which said second-
named segments are secured at their bases to the crown
adjacent the bases of said first-named segments, and said
second-named segments are provided with slits spaced
from and parallel with the bases of the second-named seg-
ments for introduction of said stiffener elements through
said slits and into said spaces or pockets.

3. A cap, as defined in claim 1, in which said second-
named segments terminate in base edges spaced vertically
from the bases of said first-named segments and which
are left unsecured to said crown, whereby said stiffener
elements are introduced into said spaces or pockets
through the openings formed between the first-named
segments and the base edges of said second-named seg-
ments.

4. A cap, as defined in claim 1, in which the stiffener
¢lement comprises at least two elements of triangular con-
formation, which are integrally connected with each other
at adjacent corners of their bases.
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