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IMPROVEMENT IN MITTENS.

The Schebmle vefereed fo in dhese Wetters Partont and noaking puct of the sume,

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, A. P. Smirw, of Sterling, in the county of Whitesides, and State of Illinoitr, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in the Manufacture of Sheep-Skin or other Mittens: and I do hereby
declare that the follbwing is'a full, clear, and cxact description thereof, which willAexlmble others skilled in the
art to make and use the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawings, forming part of this specification.

Heretofore, in the manufacture of sheep-skin mittens, which, for warmth, ave the most desirable, it has
been found extremely-difficult to secure the'facing t6 the mitten in such a manner as to conceal the stitches by
which it wag held, avd thus prevent them from becoming so worn as to loogen the facing from the mitten. By
the common mode of facing the above-mentioned class of mittens, the facing was stitched to the mitten by hem-
ming it with the hand or with a machine, which mode caused = constant source of trouble and annoyanee to the
wearer, by ‘the consequent wearing away of the stitches, and thus setting the facing free or loose from the
- mitten. To obviate the above objection is, therefore, the object of the prozent invention, and is satisfactorily
accomplished thereby, and it consists in cutting the sheep-skin, or other materinl of which the mitten is to be
made, in sections, and then sewing up the facing with the mitten, as its several sections are secured together;
the facing to the thumb being secured 'to it in a similar manner to the hand portion of the mitten, and the thumbs
being formed and produced in an extremely novel manner, so as to permit its facing to be sewed up with it, as
will be hereinafter particularly explained.

In accompanying plate of drawings, my improvement in the manufacture of mittens i illustrated—

Figure 1 being o view of the mitten after it is made according to the present invention. )

Figure 2, a view of that portion of the sheep-skin which forms the cover of the palm of the haad and the
inside of the fingers, showing the manner of cutting it to receive the thumb, the piece of sheép-skin from which
it is formed or produced being shown in )

Figure 8; and

Figures 4, 5, and 6, show the ordinary mode in which the several parts composing the mitten were cut, by
the ordinary mode of mannfacturing ‘them previous to the present invention.

Similar lettdrs of reference indicate like parts.

A, in the drawings, represents the mitten after being manufactured. This mitten A in the present instance,
is made of sheep-skin, tanned with the wool on, and faced with calfskin; the sheep-skin from whieh it is manu-
factured being cut out in two pirrs or pieces, of the general shape shown in fig. 2, of proper size and dimensions
to fit the hand on which it is worn, one section for the back of the hand and fingers, sud the other for the palm
of the hand and the inside of the fingers. The section of the sheep-skin which is to cover the palm or inside of
the hand and fingers, has a hole, B, cut in’it for the thamb, which hole is eut sufficiently long for the piece.or
flap C ¢o form the cover for the front of the thumb, leaving it attached to the hand section at the poiat or end
D, that when the mitten is on, the hand is at the point of Jjuncture of the thumb with the hand; the remaining
portion of the thumb-covering of the misten being produced or made from a piece of sheep-skin, E, cut out in
the proper shape to fit around the hole B and the edges of the flap C to such hole. The facing for the mitten is
cut out in a similar menner to the sheep-skin, as above explained, when the two, the sheep-skin- and calf-skin,
or other facing, being properly laid one upon another, their several pieces, with the facing, are sewed or stitched
together in any suitable manner, after which, the mitten being ‘turned right side out, it is suitable for being:
worn; tho mode of manufacture, herein above explained, enabli.ng the facing to the mitten to be sewed with the
mitten, ‘as its several parts are sewed together, so that when turned right side out, the stitches or sewing upon
the Inside will not be exposed to wear, the importance of which is ohvious.

Tn order to' more.fully and to better understand my improvement embraced in this invention, I will briefly.
describe the ordinary and old mode of manufacturing sheep-skin mittens, the soveral parts of which the mitten
is composed being shown in figs. 4, 5, and 6, and lettered H, I, J, snd K. H is the hand portion, cat for both
sides of the haads, front and back, with » hole, L, inthe proper place of the front section M of the same for the
thumb; I the portion for forming the thumb, and J and K, respectively, the facings for the thumb and the front
or palm of the hand. The thumb and hand facihgs, J and K, arc first sewed together around the thumb hole O
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of .the hand facing, after which they are hemmed to the mitten—this mode, as is obvious, necessarily exposing
the stitches to wear—and thé mitten then sewed together in any suitable manner.

Although I have particularly deseribed my improvement in connection with sheop-skin mjttens, it is obvious
that it can be applied to other kinds as well, and therefore I do not.intend to limib myself to any one special appli-.
cation of it. ) : . ‘

T claira as new, and desfre to secure by Lotters Patemt— .

A mitten cut'in sections, the thumb formed in ‘part of the material taken from the thumb space, without
being wholly detached in the cutting, all the parts united with the lining by a single operation, substantially as
described;- ‘ :

: _A. P. SMITH,

Witnesses:
L. P. Jouwson,
F. H: Kenr,




