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(57) Abstract: A liquid crystal display device 10 is provided with a backlight
unit 12 and a composite polarizing plate 28. The backlight unit comprises a
light source 17, a light guiding plate 19 which includes light-gathering parts
43, 44 that are formed on a light incidence surface 19¢, a light emitting surface
19a, a light emitting surface 19a and/or a back surface 19b and gather emitted
light from the light emitting surface 19a to the front in a light-gathering direc-
tion being a direction orthogonal to the direction of a light axis L of the light
source 17, and an optical sheet 20 which is disposed so as to cover the light
emitting surface 19a and gathers the emitted light from the light emitting sur-
face 19a to the front in the light-gathering direction while the emitted light is
transmitted therethrough. The composite polarizing plate comprises a selective
reflection sheet 27 which includes a first transmission axis and a reflection axis
orthogonal to the first transmission axis, and a polarizing plate 26 which in-
cludes a second transmission axis and is laminated on the selective reflection
sheet 27 such that the second transmission axis overlaps the first transmission
axis in parallel with each other, the composite polarizing plate being laminated
on the backlight unit 12 such that the first transmission axis and the second
transmission axis 28 go along a non-light-gathering direction orthogonal to the
light-gathering direction.
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