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This invention relatesto tufting buttons 
of the type having pointed prongs which 
piercethe front andIback covers of? cushion 
or the like which prongs are then turned 
over for holdingthe buttonin position. 
An object ofühe inventionisto provide a 

pronged tufting_button that may be manu 
factured at small cost and bytheuse offast? 
and?gomparatively simple and inexpensive 
machinery. 
An9ther objectisto provide.atufting but 

ton the_prongs of which will not readily 
breakof and which prongsaremountedina 
button ringso astobe bent upon applica 
tion to a cüshion at a place other than that 
at whichtheyarebent bythemachinery dur 
ing manufacture. 
Another object is to provide a form of 

tufting button in which the prongs thereof 
are aforded maximum resilience. 
Another objectisto provide atufting but 

tonthetop of which cannotreadilybedented. 
These and other objects are attained by 

the means described herein and disclosedin 
the_accompanying drawings in which: 
Fig 1 is a view showing the various con 

Stituent parts of the tufting button of the 
invention, 
Fig 2is an elevational view showing the 

prong portion or member having attached 
thereto a ring-shaped crimp or button ring 
providingabasefortheattachment of a cov 
ering of gloth leather orothermaterial. 
IT Fig.3is a plan viewtaken on line3?3 of 
ig 2. 
Fig.4 is an elevational view of a finished 

tuftingbutton. 
Fig 5 is a Cross-sectional view taken on 

line 5?5 of Fig.4 
The pronged tufting button ofthe present 

invention Comprises a body or skeleton con 
sisting of the parts 7 and 8 which may be 
termed the prong element and the button 
mounting ring respectively The finishing 
button or head 9 consists of a Cover retain 
ing crimp disC10 and a circularpiece ofma 
terial 11 such as cloth leather rubber or 
similarmaterial suitable for a covering. 
The button mounting ring 8 comprises a 

cup-shaped metallic member having a per 

foration 12initscircularbase13 and a pe ripleral?pstanding continuousflange14éx 
ending from the base The perforation 12 
is large compared with the combined cross 
*ctionalareas ofthetwo contacting prongs 
15 and 16.and said prongs are insertible 
therein as illustrated_in Fig 5 The head end 179f the prongelementissubstantially 
triangularinshape the sides18thereofter 
minating in the prongs 15 and 16. These 
Sides maybe arcuate the outer faces thereof 
being concave The third side19 ofthetri 
angular head end may also be 8reuate?its 
O'ter surface.being gonvex At the juncture 
ofthethirdside with thesides18areformed 
theopposed anchorportionsorextensions20 
which whenthe prongelementisinsertedin 
the perforation I2 restsupon theinner face 
9f the?base 18 The upstanding flange 14 
thereof may then be spun in or otherwise 
bent upon the anchor portions 20to provide 
the completed body orskeletonillustratedin 
Pigs 2 and 3 It should be noted (Fig 2) 
that the top arcuate side 19 of the head?end 17 extendsslightlyaboyethe mountingring 
8,8nd that dianetrically opposite portions 
of the base 13 of thering 8 contact the con 
cave faces ofthesides 18 (Fig.5)?Whenthe 
prongs 15 and 168rebent.outwardlyin op 
Posite directions the bending takes placein 
the region ofthe line of contact betweenthe 
prongs and theedge ofthe opening12 This 
insures close contact ofthe underside ofthe 
button with the material being tufted and 
reduces the?probability of breakage at the 
anghorportions20 dueto further bending 
The covering11maybeappliedtothebody 

or skeleton in any suitable manner such as 
by placingitupon the outersurface22 ofthe 
imperforate crimp disc10 thentucking the 
edge 23 thereof inwardly about the curved 
continuous flange 24 of the dise after which 
the flange 24 isturnedinwardly by applica 
tion thereto of a proper inwardly directed 
force Theinwardlyturned flange 24there 
upon clinchesthe coveringmaterial11,which 
is further clinched in_the region 25 of the 
upper inwardly turned flange 14 of the but 
ton mounting ring S A Very.satisfactory 
and efective connectionis thereby made be 
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tween the mounting ring8 and the covered 
dise 10. ? 
By having the convex side 19 of the head 

end 17ofthe prong memberextendingslight 
ly abovethe mounting ring8 the Crimp disc 
10 may contact therewith,as at 27 thereby 
reinforcing the central portion of the disc. 
Whatis claimedis: - 
1 A prong structure fortufting buttons ? 

comprising a prong member having a sub 
stantially triangular head formedinterme- ° 
diate theends of the prong member thetri???? 
angular head having sides terminating at 
the prongsand anothersideformingwiththe? 
first mentioned sides a pair of anchor por 
tionsand a button mounting ring having an 
upstanding flange and a perforate base the 
prongs extending.through the perforation 
in the base and the anchor portions being 

* Clinched betweenthe baseand theflange, 
2 A prongstructure fortufting buttons 

Comprising a prong member having a sub 
stantially triangular head formed interme 
diate théends of the prong member the tri 

; angular head havingsidesterminatingatthe 
prongs and anotherside forming with the 
first mentioned sides a pair of anchor por 
tions and a button mounting ring having an 
upstanding flange and a perforate base the 
prongs extendingthrough the perforationin 
the base and the anchor portions being 
clinghed between the base and the flange the 
thirdside ofthetriangular head ofthe prong 
member being extended beyond the button 

5 mounting ring. 
3.A tufting button comprising a prong 

member having a headendsubstantially tri? 
angular in shape two of the corners thereof 
providing anchor portions a button mount 
ingringhaving8 perforate baseandaflange, 
the.prong member extending thronghthe 
perforationin the base and the anehor por 
tions being Secured between the base and 
flange and finishingbutton forcoveringthe 
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5 mountingringand comprisingaflanged dise 
and 9.piege of covering_material the flange 
of which disescrimpe upon the covering 
material and the mounting ring? 
4?A tufting buttor comprising a prong 

member having a headend developed into a 
pair of opposed anchor portions a button 
mounting ring having a perforate base and 
a flange turned upon the anchor portions of 
the_prong member the prong member ex-? 
tendingthrough the perforation ofthe base, 
??piece of govering.material and a flanged 
disc crimped upon the base ofthe mounting 
ring a portion of the covering material be 
ing.clinched also.upon the turned flange of 
the button mounting ring ? 

Intestimonywhereof I have hereuntosub 
seribed mynamethis11th day ofSeptember, 
1930 -' - 

? ? RICHARD D. LANE 


