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o all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that T, S1¢isMUND M. MICHEL-
soxN, of Milwaukee, in the county of Milwau-
kee, and in the State of Wisconsin, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in'Stockings; and T do hereby declare that the

following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion thereof.

My invention relates to heavy stockings;
and it consists in certain peculiarities of con-
struction, as will be fully set forth hercinafter,
and pointed out in the claims.

The drawing is a perspective view of my
improved (10\'1( e, broken away atone point to
better illustrate the construction.

A represents the stocking—which is-pref-
erably made of heavy material—such as are
worn by lumbermen and others as an outer
leg garment in connection with a shoe ov rub-
ber to cover simply the foot portion. To re-
fain the stocking-leg in proper position, es-
pecially when wet by snow or water, I provide
the stiffening-strips E E, of which 1 have
shown or indicated four at the back, front,
and sides of the stocking, respectively,
(though the number is immaterial,) and which
may be of steel, whalebone, celluloid, wood,
or any other suitable material having suffi-
cient stiffness and elasticity for the purpose.
These strips ave held in place by means of
the pockets I3 B’, of cloth or other material,
stitched to the stocking, the short pockets B’
being at the upper end of the stocking and in
line with the long pockets BB helow ﬂlmn, and
separated ther efrom a short distance to ena-
ble the strips E to be removed when desired,
(as for the purpose of washing or cleaning the
stocking A,) and also to provide space for the
accommodation of the ecalf-strap D, passing
around the stocking under the stupa E, and
provided with a bu(,kle,, E’, as shown,

C is what I term a “counter-strap,”

and

passes around the ankle of the stocking, be-
ing preferably united thereto at the back by
the lines of stitching « «, which secure the
counter-piece C’ to the back of the stocking,

but otherwise being mevely aloose band. The
object of the counter-strap is especially to
guard against the wear on the stocking which
would otherwise be produced by the top of
the shoe or rubber worn over the foot portion,
as stated. The counter-piece ¢/ aids in stiff-
ening the stocking and preventing wear.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a stocking, of a
geries of removable strips of stiffening mate-
rial held against the outside of the leg thereof,
and a calf-strap surrounding the upper part
of the said stocking-leg and held in place by
said removable sfrips, substantially as set
forth.

2. The combination of astocking and short

and long pockets stitched to the outside of the
leg thereof in vertieal line with each other
and separated a shorvt distance with the re:
movable vertical stiffening-strips, a calf-strap
held in place thereby, and a continuous coun-
ter-strap secured only to the back of the stock-
ing and passing around the anlkle portion
thereof, &) fantially as set forth.
3. The combination of a stocking and short
and long pockets stitehed thereto in vertical
line with each other and separated a short
distance, the tormer being adjacent to the
top of the stocking, with vemovable verti-
cal stiffening-strips located in said pockets,
and a calf-strap passing arvound the upper
part of the stocking beneath the stiffening-
strips, and occupying the space between ’[ho
adjacent ends of the short and long pockets,
substantially as deseribed.

‘Intest nn(mvihaﬂ claimthe foregoingIThave
hereunto set my hand, at 1\[1]\\(“1]\@9 in the
county of Milw aukee and State of ’\\'i%consm,
in the presence of two witnegses.

MICHET

SIGISMUND M. MT:

Witnesses: .
S. 8. Stour,
Wu. KLua.
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