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To all whom it may concermn: _

Be it known that we, ERICK P. BERGMAN
and ARTHUR E. RENARD, citizens of the
United States, residing at Concordia, in the
county of Cloud and State of Kansas, have
invented new and useful Improvements in
Buekles; of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in buckles, the object
being to provide a buckle which is simple in
construction and when applied will have no
projecting parts,the same being designed par-
ticularly as a trace or hame-tug buckle; and
the invention consistsin the construction and
combination of the parts, which includes an
open-ended frame or box to which one of the
straps is attached; the ofher strap being
adapted to be adjustably secured within the
box by a pivoted and sliding tongue-piece,
the box being provided with a spring which
is adapted to swing the tongue-piece upon its
pivot, as will be hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate the invention, Figure 1is a perspective
view showing two strapsconnected by the im-
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-
tional view, the tongue-piece being shown ele-
vated in dottedlines. Fig. 3isa perspective
view of the buckle with the tongue-piece
raised. Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the
frame or box, and Fig. 5 is a detail perspec-
tive view of the tongue-piece.

The box or frame A has a base-piece ¢, with
projeeting ends which are perforated for the
reception of rivets O D, which are used to
connect a hame-tug or other strap to the
buckle, and from the base-piece project the
sides @' and a partial top ¢® The sides ¢’
beyond the partial top extend inward, and
beneath the inward-extending portion and
the end of the top a® are slotted bearings ¢,
in which are adapted to be placed so as to be
suseeptible of a longitudinal movement the
lugs or pivots which project from the sides of
the tongue-carrying piece, and at the front
end of the box-frame on a line with the slot-
ted Dbearings are recesses ¢?, which receive
lugs at the front end of the tongue-piece.
On aline with the front end of the side pieces
of the buckle is a slot &', with which the
tongue of the buckle may engage, and to the

rear end of the upper side of the top is se-
cured by means of a rivet or otherwise a
spring B. It will be noted that the buckle
is constructed so as to provide a top piece
which is reduced in thickness atits front
end, and the upper ends of the sides extend
slightly inward.

The part A of the buckle may be made up
of a single piece, and the spring B, which is
carried thereby, has its front end curved up-
ward. :

D refers to the tongue-piece, which carries
near its front end a tongue d, and from the
sides of the tongue-piece project lugs d’ and
pivots ?, the rear edge slightly in advanece of
thé pivot being cut away or reduced in thick-
ness; so as to lie under the front portion of
the top of the box-frame when the tongue-
piece is on a line with the top. The under
side of the tongue-piece has a transverse re-

cess d°, with which the free end of the spring .

engages when the tongue-piece is lowered.

‘Whenthe tongue-piece D israised, asshown
in Fig. 8, a strap may be passed into the box-
frame, and the tongue-piece when depressed
can be placed in engagement with one of the
perforations through the strap. Then by
drawing the strap in the direction of the ar-
row, Fig. 1, and at the same time bearing
upon the tongue-carrying piece the lugs will
be passed into the recesses ¢?, and. thus the
straps will be securely connected. Torelease
or throw the tongue-carrying piece out of en-
gagement with the front end of the box-frame,
it is only necessary to draw upon the front
end of the strap, as such pressure will cause
the pivots to move forward in their slotted
bearings, and when so moved thelugs will be
disengaged from the recesses ¢% and when so’
disengaged the spring will throw the tongue-
piece upward and out of engagement with the
strap. The spring then engaging the end of
the tongue-piece will hold it ineclined. The
parts of the buckle are so constructed that
there are no projecting parts; and said buckle
may be ornamented as desired.

Having thus described the invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In abuckle, the combination with a box-
frame having a partially cut-away top and
open ends, the side pieces having elongated
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bearings, a spring carried by the top; of a
plate having a tongue and at its sides pivots
which engage the elongated slots, and lugs
which engage the front of the box-frame, sub-
stantially as shown and for the purpose set
forth. v

- 2. In a buckle, the combination with an
open-ended box-frame, of a tongue-carrying
piece pivotally connected thereto so as to be
susceptible of a longitudinal movement the
tongue-piece having near its front end later-

ally-projecting lugs for retaining the tongue-

carrying piece on a line with the upper side
of the box-frame, substantially as shown.

3. In a buckle the combindtion of a box-
frame comprising a base-plate having a slot,
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tlierethrough, side pieces which are cuntaway
to provide near the ends recesses, elongated
bearings adjacent to the partial top of the
box-frame, a spring carried by said partial
top so.that its free end will project beyond
the same, a tongue-carrying piece having a
tongue and at its ends. laterally-projecting
pivots and lugs; substantially as shown.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
ourhandsin presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. .. :
ERICK P. BERGMAN.
ARTHUR E. RENARD.

Witnesses: » .
W. W. BAUMAN;
H. €. WoNESs.
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