J. 8. STEWART,
LAMP RECEPTACLE,
APPLIGATION FILED FEB.27, 1911,

1,016,718. o Patented Feb. 6, 1912,

-IIlIIIIlIIIl

.

—IIIIIIIIIIII

r - '/ l/
7 :"“ﬁ*\\\l\' 77
T \\E‘Emm\n mnnny. Nz

Ribnesses: ' ventor
55 53

M-—;?/)
@WM . | : /ff?%; torneys

COLUMBIA PLANOGRAPH CO., WASHINGTON. D. C,



10

15

20

25

30

35

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES 8. STEWART, OF NEW YORK, N. Y, ASSIGNOR TO ANNIE STEWART, OF NEW
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1,016,718,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jamzes S. STEWART, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of New York, in the borough of Man-
hattan and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and wuseful Improve-
ments in Lamp-Receptacles, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion. '

This invention relates to lamp recepta-
cles, and the like, and pertains particularly
to that class of lamp receptacles which are
mounted upon conductive - lead - inclosing
moldings, conduits and the like. ‘

As heretofore constructed devices of this
character have been commonly made of
porcelain or other fragile material, and
comprise a base which is provided with cer-
tain metallic clips or parts secured thereto
in various ways which are adapted to com-
plete electrical connections to a threaded
shell and to a central stud terminal for an
incandescent lamp.

As wusually constructed, the device is
formed in two parts, the interior body car-
rying the shell and metal parts aforesaid,
and a housing of porcelain or other insulat-
ing material which is apertured for the re-
ception of the shell carrying base. In prac-
tice it frequently happens that this housing
becomes cracked or broken by reason of its
fragile nature, especially when the same is
made of porcelain, which is the material
commonly used on account of its cheapness.
Rupture of the insulating part is apt to re-
sult in short circuit, and sometimes fires

have oceurred as a consequence thereof.
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The particular object of this invention
therefore is to provide a protecting cover
or housing for the clip supporting body that
shall not be subject to fracture, and that
further shall be highly ornamental in ap-
pearance, which, obviously, in most cases a

porcelain or other insulating-material hous-.

ing, is not.

My invention further aims to facilitate
the application of a lamp receptacle to
molding by obviating the necessity for cut-
ting the covering strip of the molding in
exact lengths.

A further object of my invention is to
reduce the liability of the said strips to
split when the attaching scréws or like de-
vices are driven through the same:

These and other objects of my invention
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will be hereinafter set forth and more par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended
claims. )

In the drawings which form a part hereof
and in which like characters designate like
parts throughout the several views: Figure
1 is a side elevation of one form of my im-
proved lamp receptacle, a portion thereof
being broken away to show the method of
connecting the conductive leads to the de-
vice. Fig. 2 is a plan of the said receptacle;
and Fig. 38 is a section taken on the line
ITIT—I1TI of Fig. 1, viewed in the direction
of the arrows.

The clip supporting body or block 1 may
be substantially the same as that disclosed
in my Patent No. 872,029, issued Nov. 26,
1907.  This block carries conductive clips 2
and 8 which are each provided with a con-
necting screw 4, or other suitable device, to
afford connection with the conductive leads
5, 6, 7 and 8, which extend through the
molding 9. ’

The molding may be of any suitable ma-
terial, preferably wood, to facilitate the ap-
plication of the lamp receptacle thereto,
and is grooved in the usual manner for the
reception of the said leads. The block 1
carries the usual threaded shell 10, said shell

“and clip 2 being electrically connected as in-

dicated in Fig. 8 while the central contact
of the lamp is formed in a known manner
by the screw 11 which is threaded into a
portion of the clip 8. The housing 12 in
this embodiment of my invention is prefer-
ably formed of metal such as brass, steel,
or other suitable material, and any orna-
mental surface desired may be imparted to
the exterior of the housing so that the same
may be rendered highly attractive in ap-
pearance. An insulating sleeve 13 is inter-
posed between the threaded shell and this
housing so that short circuiting is rendered
substantially impossible therebetween. This
sleeve is preferably provided with a skirt 14
also of insulating material, which projects
into the interior of the receptacle or housing,
said skirt being interposed between the in-
terior walls of the metallic housing and the
contact making parts and exposed portions
of the leads. By no possibility therefore
can short circuiting result.

The housing may be of any desired con-
figuration, but I prefer that shown in the
exemplification illustrated in the drawings,
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2

in which the body of said housing has some-

what the form of a truncated cone 12. The
base of the housing preferably is flared into
rectangular form and opposed sides of the
rectangular bottom face thereof are flanged
as at 14, the flanges being of sufficient depth
to permit their edges to abut against the
upper face 15 of the molding. The extremi-
ties of these flanges, which form the corners
of the aforesaid rectangular base, are bent
or directed inwardly as at 16 to form lugs
which are adapted to grasp the exposed por-
tions of the edges 17 of the molding cover
strips 18 so that in applying the housing
these lugs or flanges will serve to center
the same, while they serve the further pur-
pose of preventing the extremities of the
said cover from splitting when the fastening
screws 19 are driven thereinto; or if the
said strips should split slightly, they will
prevent the split from spreading or gaping.
The base of the housing is preferably pro-
vided with oppositely disposed ears 20,
which are apertured for the reception of ths
screws 19; these ears being formed to en-
gage the upper surface of respective mold-
ing cover strips as indicated in Fig. 1. By
reason of the construction shown, it is evi-
dent that but a single screw 19 upon either
side of the device will serve to secure the
housing to the molding or conduit, the same
screws simultaneously serving to hold the

‘molding cover strips in place upon said

molding. This construction materially re-
duces the work of applying the lamp recep-
tacle and cover strips to the molding. As

. there is no strain to speak of upon the in-
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sulating block 1, but a single screw 21 is
needed therefor, the head of this screw being
received in a centrally disposed recess 22 in
one eénd of the said block.

A further advantage of the construction
in question resides in the fact that by reason
of the novel formation of my housing, the
base of the same is adapted to cover the
extremities of the cover strips 18 which abut
against or are adjacent to the corresponding
portions of the block 1. As usually con-
structed heretofore the housing was secured
directly to the molding body and it has hence
been necessary to cut the covering strips in
exact lengths in order that the ends of the
same should properly and neatly abut
against the flanges or base of such housing;
but in the present construction wherein the
housing is so formed that while portions of

-the same abut against the surface of the

molding body, other flange like portions
cover the extremities of the molding strips,
and the latter may hence be cut roughly to
length without any attempt to nicely finish

~ the so formed "extremities thereof. 1 have

65

indicated in Fig. 1 a space at 28 between
one of the molding strips 18 and the base of
the supporting block 1. To summarize there-

1,016,718

fore, the advantages derived from construct-
ing the housing in question in the manner
described are:—First, the rendering of the
same substantially undestructible when sub-
jected to normal usage; second, reducing the
cost of manufacture; third, facilitating the
provision of an inexpensive and yet highly
ornamental surface thereupon; fourth, the
obviation of the necessity for providing
molding or conduit cover strips in exact
lengths; fifth, the provision of centering
means; sixth, facilitating the assembling of
the device by reducing labor, and seventh,
substantially preventing splitting of the
cover strips when the securing screws, or the
like, are driven therethrough; while eighth
and finally, it will be observed that by reason
of the engagement of the edges of flanges 14
with the face of the molding or conduit
proper, while the ears 19 engage the molding
or conduit cover, the housing may be very
securely positioned and held thereupon, the
several parts in each instance, being rigidly
fastened together by two screws only.

When the condwit and its covers are of
metal, there is of course no likelihood of
splitting the ends of the cover strips in the
manner above described ; but the provision of
the conduit engaging flanges and screw-re-
ceiving ears provides, as In the case of the
wood molding, a particularly -eflicacious
means for locating and rigidly securing the
housing upon the conduit.

While T have described an embodiment of

my invention in which my novel housing
forms a part of a lamp receptacle adapted
to support a single lamp, I do not wish to be
limited thereto, as the combination of ele-
ments presented in the appended claims is
adapted for use in connection with many
electrical appliances of an analogous char-
acter. .

Having described my invention, what I
claim, is: - '

1. In a lamp receptacle adapted to be

mounted upon a conductive-lead-inclosing
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molding or conduit, an insulating lamp-sup-

porting base, conductive elements carried by
said base for placing a lamp carried by said
base in circuit with the leads in said mold-
ing, a metal housing for said base, said hous-
ing comprising laterally projecting ears, and
flanges projecting substantially at right an-

gles to said ears, and means for securing the
latter to the lead-covering parts of said

molding or conduit.

2. In a lamp receptacle adapted to be
mounted upon a conductive-lead-inclosing
molding having a cover strip, an insulating
lamp-supporting base, conductive elements
carried by said base for placing a lamp,
when positioned thereupon, in circuit with
the leads in said molding, a metal housing
for said base, said housing being adapted to
cover the end of a molding cover-strip, and

115

120

125

130



1,016,718 8

having means for substantially preventing | duit, and laterally projecting attachment
said end from splitting when the housing | ears adapted to cover the ends of the mold-
is secured thereto. ing or conduit covers.
3. A lamp receptacle adapted to be mount- { In witness whereof, I subscribe my signa-
5 ed upon a covered molc%ir;lg, conduit gr 1the ture, in the presence of two witnesses.
like, comprising a metal housing, and elec-
trically conductive lamp-engaging parts JAMES 8. STEWART.
therein, the base of said housing having op- | Witnesses:
positely disposed projections thereon adapt- Warpo M. CHAPIN,
10 ed to engage surfaces of said molding or con- * Wmriam C. Lane.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”




