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My invention relates to improvementS in Wei 
gela plants or bushes and consists of a neW and 
distinct variety. The principal object of my 
invention was to produce an improved “Eva 
Rathke” weigela, which would be a hardy, ro 
bust, shapely variety with flowers of a distinc 
tive and pleasing shade of red. 
My new variety is a hybrid and originated as 

a result of a controlled cross of Weigela, rosea, by 
Eva Rathke made by me at my nurseries in 
Bristol, Connecticut. It is more like its pollen 
parent, Eva Rathke, than any other Wariety 
known to me, yet there i are several Wery pro 
nounced differences between these two varieties. 
Some of these important differences are the 
greater vigor and hardiness, and the better bal 
ance and shapeliness of the plant of my neW Wa -- 
riety. Also it has flowers of a softer and more 
pleasing shade of red than those of its parent 
variety and these blossoms are more evenly dis 
tributed on the branch. ASexual reproduction 
of my new Wariety for a number of years has 
shown its qualities to be permanently fiXed. 
The original plant of my new variety is now 

eight feet high and approximately the same dis 
tance acroSS at its base. This is probably its 
maturity height. However, a plant four years 
old is now about SiX feet high and the Same dis 
tance through at the base. 
The original illustrations, Which are filed as a 

part of this application, show in approximately 
natural size and color, a portion of a branch of 
my new weigela, Variety. 

Following is a detailed description of the plant 
and flower of my new Wariety. Color plate ref 
erences indicate RidgWay’s Color Standards and 
Nomenclature. Where no plate references are 
given, the usual dictionary. meaning is intended. 

The plant 
Growth habit: Well balanced and compact, re 

quiring little pruning to keep it in good shape. 
No die-back or uneven growth occurs. Growth 
Very robust and vigorous. The original speci 
men, Which is more than ten years old, has 
attained a height of eight feet and a similar 
breadth at its base. W 

HardimeSS: Much more hardy than its parents 
and other varieties of weigela, known to me. 
Does not Winter-kill in Connecticut even dur 
ing the early stages of its growth. Excellent 
reports from Vermont and other difficult i re 
gions fully substantiate the claim to unusual 
hardiness. 
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Blooming habit: Very profuse bloomer. Blos 
SOMS appear Singly or º in clusters and are 
eVenly dispersed over the entire plant. 

Blooming dates: Normal blooming season begins 
about June 1st in this climate, with the en 
tire plant covered with bloom and the display 
Continuing throughout the month. Thereafter 
the plant flowers sporadically until October. 

Foliage: Profuse. Slender and considerably 
Smaller than foliage of most Weigela varieties. 
Very rich green color. 

Siee.--Length of mature leaves is about 2/4 
inches; breadth is 34 to % inch. 

Shape.--Elliptical, with very long point. 
Color.--Mature leaves are approximately 
Cerro Green (Pl. V) on the upper sur 
face, and Light Cress Green (Pl. XXXI) 
On the under Surface. Younger leaves are 
lighter and brighter than the mature 
leaves. 

Stems: Main stems stiff; Woody; strong; light tan 
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in color. Tip stems soft and with reddish 
tinge. 

The fouver 
25 Bud: 

Si&e.--Just before opening, bud is approxi 
mately %4 inch long. 

Color.--Between Carmine and Ox-blood Red 
(Pl.). 

Peduncle.--Short; reddish-tinged. 
Blossom: 

Siele.--AVerages 1 inch long and 1 inch acroSS 
the fully opened flower. 

Shape.--Trumpet-like, with five lobes or pet 
als Which spread almost flat. 

Color.-Neither Ridgway’s nor R. H. S. color 
chartS gives the true color of this flower. 
In popular dictionary terms it might be 
described by saying is that the buds and 
newly opened flowers are rich, deep garnet 
(nearest in Ridgway’s being between Car 
mine and OX-blood Red, Pl. I), changing 
in a few days to soft Silvery rose (nearest 
in Ridgway’s being Spinel Pink, Pl. XXVI). 
As the garnet disappears from the throat, 
in many instances a long yellow stripe ap 
pears belloW One of the lobes. 

Fragrance.--The slight scent is peculiar but 
pleasant. 

50 Reproductive organs: 
Stammens.--There are five stamens which 
have pink to rose-colored filaments lying 
close to the throat and attached to it for 
about one-half their length. Each filla 
ment is topped by a large, cream-colored 
anther. 
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2 492 
Pistil.-A single pistil rises % to %s inch ticularly by its hardy, robust and balanced 
higher than the stamens. Its style is growth; its habit of blooming with even distribu 
White and is topped by a large, cream-col- tion of blossoms; its particularly rich, green fo 
ored stigma. liage; and its flowers of distinctive color of a 

Having thus disclosed my invention, I claim: soft, pleasing shade of red as indicated. 
The new and distinct variety of weigela plant 

herein shown and described, characterized par- ALEXANDER, CUMMING. 


