wo 2019/178298 A1 | NI 0000 00000 O 0

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

World Intellectual Propert J
(o wer Orgmiation 2 0 O OO0 0 O O

International Bureau % (10) International Publication Number

WO 2019/178298 Al

(43) International Publication Date
19 September 2019 (19.09.2019) WIPO | PCT

(51) International Patent Classification: KR, KW KZ,LA,LC,LK,LR,LS,LU,LY, MA, MD, ME,
Ho04L 12/58 (2006.01) MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ,
OM, PA, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, QA, RO, RS, RU, RW, SA,
SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN,
TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.

(21) International Application Number:
PCT/US2019/022152
(22) International Filing Date: (84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
13 March 2019 (13.03.2019) kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
(25) Filing Language: English GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA, RW, SD, SL, ST, SZ, TZ,
UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU, TJ,

(26) Publication Language: English TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK,
(30) Priority Data: EE, ES, FL, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, LV,
15/922,843 15 March 2018 (15.03.2018) US MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SE, SL SK, SM,

TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW,

(71) Applicant: FACEBOOK, INC. [US/US]; 1601 Willow KM, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Road, Menlo Park, California 94025 (US).

(72) Inventor: SHARP, Nathan; 1601 Willow Road, Menlo Published:
Park, California 94025 (US). —  with international search report (Art. 21(3))

(74) Agent: LEE, Jonathan R.; FisherBroyles, LLP, 222 South
Main Street, 5th Floor, Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 (US).

(81) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available). AE, AG, AL, AM,
AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY, BZ,
CA, CH, CL,CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DJ, DK, DM, DO,
DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT, HN,
HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IR, IS, JO, JP, KE, KG, KH, KN, KP,

(54) Title: SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR ENABLING USERS OF A SOCIAL NETWORKING SYSTEM TO ASSIST EACH
OTHER IN MAKING CONNECTIONS WITH OTHER USERS

(57) Abstract: A disclosed computer-implemented method may include (1) receiving,

Moo from a participant of a discovery service of a social networking system, a request for a
4 friend of the participant to assist the participant in making connections with other par-
ticipants of the discovery service, (2) identifying at least one set of information that is
associated with the discovery service and that is designated as private to the participant,
and (3) providing the friend of the participant with access to at least a portion of the set

+ of information via a recommendation interface that enables the friend of the participant

: oty to make recommendations to the participant regarding the set of information to assist
T the participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service.
J, Various other methods, systems, and computer-readable media are also disclosed.

ssociated with the
@iz to the pariicipant

Identify at least onz set of information that
dispovery servine and that is desigrates as
320

ensies the b7
ihe pariici
padicio:

FiG. 3



WO 2019/178298 PCT/US2019/022152

SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR ENABLING USERS OF A SOCIAL
NETWORKING SYSTEM TO ASSIST FACH OTHER IN MAKING
CONNECTIONS WITH OTHER USERS
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CROSS REFERENCE
This application claims priority to U.S. Application No. 15/922 843, which is
entitled “SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR ENABLING USERS OF A SOCIAL
NETWORKING SYSTEM TO ASSISTEACH OTHER IN MAKING CONNECTIONS
WITH OTHER USERS”, and was filed on 15 March 2018, the entire contents of which

10 are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND
Modern social networking systems have revolutionized how people connect to and
communicate with cach other. For example, users of social networking systems may share
information (€.g., posts, news stories, media, ¢tc.) with other users, join groups that inchude

15 other users who share comunon interests, and so forth. Unfortunately, it may be difficult for
users of a social networking system to initiate new relationships with other users of the social
networking system.

For example, a user may wish to find a new romantic partner, and therefore may wish
to identfy other users of the social networking system with whom he or she may be compatibie

20 (e.g., socially compatible, romantically compatible, sexually compatible, etc.). However, much
of the information necessary to identify such compatibility, such as mutual interests, physical
characteristics, sexual orientation, sexual identity, religious views, and so forth may be
designated as private within the social networking system, and may therefore be hidden from
the user.

25 Specialized discovery services such as dating services may provide mechanisms for
participants of the services to share some private information {¢.g., specialized dating profiles,
potential dating connections, eic.} with other participants. However, such specialized discovery
services may provide few options for others (c.g., participants and non-participants of the
dating service} to actively assist the participants in making connections. For example, a

30 participant of a dating service may desire assistance from a friend of the participant in a social
networking system (e.g., a friend, a family member, eic.) in making dating connections with
other participants of the dating service. However, traditional dating services may not provide

useful systems or methods for sharing the participant’s private dating information with users
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of a social networking system, or for enabling users of the social networking system to provide
recormnmendations to the participant regarding the participant’s private dating information.
Hence, the instant application identifies and addresses a need for new systems and

methods that enable users of a social networking system to assist each other in making
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connections within the social networking system.

SUMMARY
As will be described in greater detail below, the instant disclosure describes various
systems and methods that may enable users of a social vetworking system to assist each other
in making connections within the social networking system. The systems and methods
10 described herein may provide a friend of a participant of a discovery service of the social media
network with access to private information of the participant via a recommmendation interface.
The recommendation interface may enable the friend to make recommendations to the friend
regarding the participant’s private information. For cxample, in embodiments where the
discovery service may include a dating service, the fricnd may provide recommendations to
15 the friend regarding a dating profile of the participant, or the friend may evaluate and
recommend other parficipants of a dating scrvice to the participant. Additional cxamples and
itllustrations will be provided in the description below.
In some examples, a computer-implemented method for enabling uscrs of a social
networking system to assist each other in making dating connections within the social
20 networking system may include receiving, from a participant of a discovery service of a social
networking system, a vequest for a friend of the participant to assist the participant in making
connections with other participants of the discovery service. The method may further include
tdentifying at least one set of information that is associated with the discovery service and that
is designated as private to the participant. The method may also include providing the friend
25  of the participant with access to at least a portion of the set of information via a
recommendation interface that enables the friend of the participant to make recommendations
to the participant regarding the set of information to assist the participant in making
connections with other participants of the discovery service. In at least some examples, the
method may further include receiving a recommendation regarding the set of information from
30 the friend via the recommendation interface.
In some cmbodiments, the discovery service of the social networking systermn may
include a dating service of the social networking system. In some examples, the set of
information may include at least one of (1} a dating profile of the participant, (2} a

representation of at least one additional participant in the dating service of the social
2
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networking system, or (3) an interface of the social networking system that visually indicates,
when representing an additional user of the social networking systern within the social
networking systern, whether the additional user is also participating in the dating service of the
social networking system.

In at lecast one cxample, the sct of information may include a dating profile of the
participant, and the recomumendation interface may include at least one interface element that
enables the fiiend of the participant to recommend at least one change to the dating profile to
the participant. In such examples, the interface element may include an editing interface that
enables the friend to edit the dating profile of the participant.

In at least one embodiment, the set of information may include a representation of at
least one additional participant in the dating service of the soctal networking system. In such
cmbodiments, providing the friend with access to at feast a portion of the set of information via
the recornmendation interface may include presenting the representation of the additional
participant to the friend via the recommendation interface, and the recommendation interface
may include an interface clement that enables the friend to recoramend the additional
participant to the participant as a potential connection.

In at least one example, the set of information may include an interface of the social
networking systerm that visually indicates, when representing an additional user of the social
networking system within the social networking system, whether the additional user is also
participating in the dating service of the social networking systern. In such examples, the
recommendation interface may include an interface element that enables the friend to
recornmend the additional user to the participant as a potential connection when the interface
of the social networking system visually indicates that the additional user is also participating
in the dating service of the social networking system.

In some embodiments, the computer-implemented method may further include (1)
presenting the request for the friend of the participant to assist the participant in making
connections with other participants of the discovery service to the friend of the participant, and
(2} acquiring, from the friend of the participant, an approval of the request. In such
embodiments, providing the friend with access to the portion of the set of information via the
recornmendation interface may include providing the friend with access to the portion of the
set of information via the recommendaton interface in response to acquinng the approval of
the request.

In at least some embodiments, identifying the set of information may include excluding,

from the set of information, information regarding users of the social networking system who

3
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are at least one of (1) friends of the participant, or (2) friends of the friend. In at least some
cxamples, the computer-implemented method may include preventing the friend from viewing
the set of information via the recommendation interface after an expiration of a predefinec

period of time. In some examples, the computer-implemented method may further inchude

|91

preventing the friend from making more than a predetermined amount of recommendations
during a predefined period of time.

In some embodiments, the friend may be a relative of the participant. In further
embodiments, the computer-implemented method may further include recommending a user
of the social networking system as a potential source of recommendations. In some cxamples,
10 recommending the user of the social networking system may be based on at least one of (1)

previous experience of the user in making recommendations to assist participants of the
discovery service in making connections with other participants of the discovery service, or (2}
a relationship of the user to the participant.
In at least one embodiment, the computer-implemented method may further include (1)
15 receiving, from the participant in the discovery service of the social networking system, an
additional request for at least one additional fricnd of the participant to assist the participant in
making connections with other participants of the discovery service, and (2) while providing
the friend of the participant with access to the set of information via the recoramendation
interface, providing the additional friend of the participant with access to the sct of information
20 via an additional recommendation interface that enables the additional friend of the participant
to make recommendations to the participant regarding the set of information.

In addition, a corresponding system for cnabling users of a social networking system to

assist cach other in making connections within the social networking system may include

several modules stored in memory. In some examples, the system may mclude a receiving

b
A

maodule that receives, from a participant of a discovery service of a social networking system,
a request for a friend of the participant to assist the participant in making conncctions with
other participants of the discovery service. In some examples, the system may further include
an identifving module that identifies at lcast one set of information that is associated with the
discovery service and that is designated as private to the participant. In further examples, the
30 system may also include a providing module that provides the friend of the participant with
access to at least a portion of the set of information via a recommendation interface that enables
the friend of the participant to make recommendations to the participant regarding the set of
information to assist the participant in making connections with other participants of the

discovery service. In some examples, the systern may forther include at least one physical

4
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processor that executes the receiving module, the identifying module, and the providing
module. In at least one embodiment, the receiving module may further reccive a
recomnmendation regarding the set of information from the friend via the recommendation

interface.
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In at least one embodiment, the identifying module may identify the set of information
by excluding, from the set of information, information regarding uscrs of the social networking
system who are at least one of (1) friends of the participant, or {2} friends of the {riend.

In some examples, the above-described method may be encoded as computer-readable
instructions on a computer-readable medium. For example, a computer-readable medivm may
10 include one or more computer-executable instructions that, when executed by at least one

processor of a computing system, may cause the computing system o receive, from a
participant of a discovery service of a social networking system, a request for a friend of the
participant to assist the participant in making connections with other participants of the
discovery service. The computer-readable medium may further inclide one or more computer-
15  executable instructions that, when executed by at least one processor of the computing system,
may cause the computing system to identify at least one set of information that is associated

with the discovery service and that is designated as private to the participant.
Additionally, the computer-readable medivm may further inchude one or morc
computer-cxecutable instructions that, when cxecuted by at least one processor of a computing
20 system, may cause the computing system to provide the friend of the participant with access to
at least a portion of the set of information via a recommendation interface that enables the
friend of the participant to make recommendations to the participant regarding the sct of
information to assist the participant in making connections with other participants of the

discovery service.

b
A

In at least one embodiment, one or more computer-readable non-transitory storage
media may embody software that is operable when executed to perform a method according to
or within any of the above mentioned embodiments.

In at least one embodiment, a system may comprise: one of more processors; and at
fcast one memory coupled to the processors and comprising instructions cxccutable by the
30 processors, the processors operable when executing the instructions to perform a method
according to or within any of the above mentioned embodiments.

In at least one embodiment, a computer program product, preferably comprising a

computer-readable non-transitory storage media, may be operable when executed on a data

[#7)
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processing system to perform a method according to or within any of the above mentioned
cmbodiments.
Features from any of the above-mentioned embodiments may be used in combination

with one another in accordance with the general principles described herein. These and other

|91

cmbodiments, features, and advantages will be more fully understood upon reading the
following detailed description in conjunction with the accompanying drawings and claims.

Embodiments according to the invention are in particular disclosed in the attached

claims directed to a method, a system, and a storage medium, wherein any feature mentioned

in one claim category, e.g. method, can be claimed in another claim category, e.g. system,

10 storage medium, and computer program product as well. The dependencies or references hack

in the attached claims ave chosen for formal reasons only. However any subject matter resulting

from a deliberate reference back 1o any previous claims (in particular multiple dependencies)

can be claimed as well, so that any combination of claims and the features thereof is disclosed

and can be claimed regardiess of the dependencies chosen in the attached claims. The subject-

15 matter which can be claimed corprises not only the combinations of features as set out in the

attached claims hut also any other combination of features in the claims, wherein cach feature

mentioned in the claims can be combined with any other feature or combination of other

features in the claims. Furthermore, any of the embodiments and features described or depicted

herein can be claimed in a separate claim and/or in any combination with any embodiment or

20 feature described or depicted herein or with any of the features of the attached claims.

BRIEY DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
The accompanying drawings ilhustrate a number of exemnplary embodiments and are a
part of the specification. Together with the following description, these drawings demonstrate
and explain various principles of the instant disclosure.

25 FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary system for enabling users of a social
networking system to assist each other in making connections within the social networking
system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary implementation of a system for enabling
users of a social networking system to assist each other in making connections within the social

30 networking systen.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an exemplary method for enabling users of a social
networking system to assist each other in making connections within the social networking

systemt.
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FIG. 4 is an interface view that illustrates a recommendation interface that includes an
interface element that enables a fricnd of a participant of a dating service of a social networking
system to recommend changes to the dating profile of the participant.

FIG. 5 is an interface view that illustrates an editing interface that enables a friend of a

|91

participant of a dafing service of a social networking system to edit a dating profile of the

participant.

FIG. 6 is an interface view that illustrates a recommendation interface that presents, to

a friend of a participant of a dating service of a social networking system, a representation of

an additional participant in the dating service.

10 FIG. 7 is an interface view that illustrates an interface of a social networking system
that visually indicates, to a friend of a participant of a dating service of the social networking
systermn when representing an additional user of the social networking system within the social
networking system, whether the additional user is also participating in the dating service.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram that illustrates a process of providing a friend of a participant

15 of a dating service of a social networking system access to private information of the of the
participant that s associated with the dating service based on acquiring an approval from the
friend of a request for assistance.

Throughouwt the drawings, identical reference characters and descriptions indicate
similar, but not necessarily identical, elements. While the exemplary embodiments described

20 hercin are susceptible to various modifications and alternative forms, specific embodiments

have been shown by way of example in the drawings and will be described in detail herein.

However, the exemplary embodiments described herein are not intended to be limited to the

particular forms disclosed. Rather, the mstant disclosure covers all modifications, equivalents,

and alternatives falling within the scope of the appended claims.

25 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS
The present disclosure 1s gencrally directed to systems and methods for enabling users
of a social networking system fo assist each other in making connections within the social
networking system. As will be explained in greater detail below, emboduments of the instant
disclosure may receive, from a participant of a discovery service of a social networking system,
30 a request for a fricnd of the participant to assist the participant in making conncctions with
other participants of the discovery service. An embodiment may also identify at least one set
of information that is associated with the discovery service and that is designated as privaie to
the participant {aiso rcferred to herein as “private information” or *private discovery

29\

information”), such as a discovery service profile of the participant, a ropresentation of an
7
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additional participant in the discovery service of the social networking system {(e.g., a discovery
service profile, a profile picture, ete.), a participation interface of the social networking system,
and so forth.

An embodiment may also provide the friend of the participant with access to at least a

|91

portion of the set of information via a recommendation interface that enables the friend of the

participant to make recommendations to the participant regarding the set of information to

assist the participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service. A

further embodiment may also receive a recommmendation regarding the set of information (e.g.,

a suggested edit for the participant’s discovery service profile, a recommendation of an

10 additional participant as a potential connection, etc.) from the friend via the recommendation
interface.

By providing the fricnd of the participant with access to this private information (c.g.,
information associated with the discovery service and designated as private to the participant)
via a recommendation interface that allows the friend to make recommendations to the

15 participant regarding the private discovery information, the systems and methods described
herein may cnable the friend of the participant to provide uscful assistance to the friend as the
friend secks to make dating connections with other participants in the discovery service of the
social network. For example, the systems and methods described hercin may enable the friend
of the participant to provide the participant with useful feedback regarding the participant’s

20 discovery service profile, recommendations regarding potential connections, and so forth.

Therefore, the systems and methods described herein may improve the quality and/or guantity

of connections the participant may establish with other participants in the discovery service of
the social network.

Additionally, embodiments of the instant disclosure may provide for a more efficient

b
A

usage of telecommunications resources (e.g., network bandwidth, computing resources, eic.}
than traditional methods of making connections within a social networking system andfor a
discovery service of a social networking system. For example, the systerns and methods
described herein may cnable a friend of a participant to provide recommendations regarding
potential connections to the participant. Thus, the participant may obtain additional useful
30 information regarding potential conncctions, and may therefore choose to access only
discovery profile information associated with those recommended potential dating connections
instead of randomly browsing discovery service profile information of a potentially larger, less
targeted group of other participants. This may conserve bandwidth resources of a computing

device of the participant, the social networking system, and/or the dating service.

o0
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The following will provide, with reference to FI(GS. 1-2 and 4--8, detailed descriptions
of systems for cnabling users of a social networking system to assist cach other in making
connections within the social networking system. Detailed descriptions of corvesponding

computer-implemented methods will also be provided in connection with FIG. 3.

|91

FIGG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary system 10 for enabling users of a social
networking system to assist cach other in making connections within the social networking
system. As illustrated in this figure, exemplary system 100 may include one or more modules
102 for performing one or more tasks. As will be explained in greater detail below, modules
102 may include a receiving module 104 that receives, from a participant of a discovery service
10 of a social networking system, a request for a friend of the participant to assist the participant

in making connections with other participants of the discovery service.

Exemplary system 100 may additionally include an identifying module 106 that
identifics at least one set of information that is associated with the discovery service and that
is designated as private to the participant. Additionally, exemplary system 100 may also include

15  a providing module 108 that provides the friend of the participant with access to at least a
portion of the sct of information via a recommendation interface that enables the friend of the
participant to make recommendations to the participant regarding the set of information to
assist the participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service.

As further illustrated in FIG. 1, exemplary system 100 may also include one or more

20 memory devices, such as memory 120, Memory 120 generally represents any type ot form of

volatile or non-volatile storage device or medium capable of storing data and/or computer-
readable instructions. In one example, memory 120 may store, load, and/or maintain one or
more of modules 102. Examples of memory 120 include, without limitation, Random Access

Memory (RAM)}, Read Only Memory {ROM), flash memory, Hard Bisk Dirives (HBDs), Sohid-

b
A

State Drives (SSDs), optical disk drives, caches, variations or combinations of one or moge of
the same, or any other suitable storage memory.

As further illustrated in FIG. 1, exemplary system 100 may also include one or more
physical processors, such as physical processor 130, Physical processor 130 generally
represents any type or form of hardware-implemented processing unit capable of interpreting
30 and/or executing computer-readable instructions. In one example, physical processor 130 may
access and/or modify one or more of modules 102 stored in memory 120. Additionally or
alternatively, physical processor 130 may execute one or more of modules 102 to facilitate
users of a social networking system assisting cach other in making dating connections within

the social networking system. Examples of physical processor 130 may include, without

9
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limitation, microprocessors, microcontroflers, central processing units (CPUs), Field-
Programmable GGate Arrays (FPGAs) that implement softcore processors, Application-Specific
Integrated Circuits (ASICs), portions of one or more of the same, variations or combinations

of one or more of the same, or any other suitable physical processor.

|91

As also tlustrated in FIG. 1, exemplary system 100 may also include one or more
databases, such as database 140. In at least one example, datahase 140 may include participant
data 142 for storing information associated with participants of a discovery service of a social
networking system, and/or recommender data 144 for storing information regarding potential
recormnmendation sources (¢.g., potential recommenders). Database 140 may represent portions
10 of a single database or computing device or a plurality of databases or computing devices. In

some embodiments, database 140 may be a logical container for data and may be implemented
in various forms {e.g., a database, a file, a data structure, etc.).
Exemplary systemn 100 in FIG. 1 may be implemented in a variety of ways. For
example, all or a portion of exemplary system 100 may represent portions of an exemplary
15 system 200 (Msystern 2007y in FIG. 2. As shown in FIG. 2, system 200 may include user device
202 in communication with a discovery service server 206 (“server 206”) via network 204. In
at least one example, user device 202 may be programmed with one or more of modules 102,
Additionally or alternatively, server 206 may be programmed with one or more of modules
102.
20 In at least one embodiment, one or more modules 102 from FIG 1 may, when executed
by user device 202 and/or server 206, enable user device 202 and/or server 206 to perform one
or more operations to cnable users of a social network users to assist cach other in making
dating connections within the social network. For example, as will be described in greater detail

below, receiving module 104 may cause user device 202 and/or server 206 to receive, from a

b
A

participant (e.g., participant 208) of a discovery service of a social networking system, a request
(e.g.. request 210) for a friend of the participant (c.g., friend 212) to assist the participant in
making connections with other participants of the discovery service. In some examples, the
friend of the participant may be a relative (e.2., a person who is connected to the participant by
blood, marriage, operation of law, etc.) of the participant.

30 Fuartbermore, identifying module 106 may cause user device 202 and/or server 206 to
identify at least one set of information {e.g., a set of information included in participant data
142} that is associated with the discovery service and that is designated as privaie to the

participant.

10
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In some examples, the discovery service may include a dating service of the social
networking system. In at least some such examples, the set of information may include a dating
profile of the participant (e.g., dating profile 214). In further examples, the set of information

may include a representation (e.g., representation 216} of at least one additional participant

|91

{(e.g., additional participant 220} in the dating service of the social networking system. In

additional examples, the set of information may include an interface of the social networking

system {e.g.. participation interface 218) that visually indicates, when representing an
additional user of the social networking system (e.g., additional participant 220) within the
social networking system, whether the additional user is also participating in the dating service

10 of the social networking system.

In at least one embodiment, identifving module 106 may cause user device 202 and/or
server 200 to identify the set of information by excluding, from the set of information,
information regarding users of the social networking system who are (1) friends of the
participant, or (2) friends of the friend.

13 Additionally, providing module 108 may cause user device 202 and/or server 206 to
provide the friend of the participant (c.g., friend 212) with access to at least a portion of the set
of information {e.g., information included in participant data 142) via a recommendation
interface (c.g., recommendation interface 222) that enables the friend of the participant to make
recommendations to the participant (¢.g., participant 208) regarding the set of information to

20 assist the participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service.

As mentioned above, in at least some examples, the set of information may include a
dating profile of the participant {e.g., dating profile 214). In some of those examples, the
recornmendation interface (¢.g., recommendation interface 222) may include at least one

interface element (e.g., clement 224} that enables the friend of the participant to recommend at

b
A

least one change to the dating profile to the participant.

In at least one embodiment, the set of information may include a representation (¢.g.,
representation 216) of at least one additional participant in the dating service of the social
networking system (e.g., additional participant 220). In some embodiments, providing module
108 may provide the friend (e.g., friend 212) with access to at lecast a portion of the set of
30 information via the recommendation interface (e.g.. recommendation interface 222) by
presenting the representation of the additional participant (e.g., representation 216) to the friend
via the recommendation interface. In some examples, the recommendation interface may
include an interface element {(e.g., clement 224) that enables the friend to recommend the

additional participant to the participant as a potential connection.

i1
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In some additional examples, the set of information {(e.g., information included in
participant data 1423 may include an interface of the social networking system (ec.g.,
participation interface 218) that visually indicates, when representing an additional user of the

social networking system within the social networking system, whether the additional user i3
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also participating in the dating service of the social networking system. In some exarnples, the
recommendation interface (e.g., recomumendation interface 222) may include an interface
element (e.g., element 224} that enables the friend (o vecommend the additional user to the
participant as a potential connection when the interface of the social networking system
visually indicates that the additional user is also participating in the dating service of the social
10 networking system.

In some embodiments, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104,
identifying module 106, and/or providing module 108) may cause user device 202 and/or server
206 to present the request (e.g., request 210) for the friend (e.g., friend 212) of the participant
(e.g.. participant 208) to assist the participant in making connections with other participants of
15 the discovery service o the friend of the participant, and/or may cause user device 202 and/or
server 206 to acquire, from the friend of the participant, an approval of the request (e.g.,
approval 226}, In at least one embodiment, one or more of modules 102 {e.g., receiving module
104, identifying module 106, and/or providing medule 108) may provide the friend (e.g., friend
212y with access to the portion of the sct of information via the recommendation interface in

20 response to the acquisition of the approval of the request.
In some additional embodiments, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module
104, identifying module 106, and/or providing module 108) may cause user device 202 and/or
server 206 to prevent the friend (e.z., friend 212 from viewing the set of information {(e.g.,

participant data 142) via the recommendation interface {e.g., recommendation interface 222}

b
A

atter an expiration of a predefined period of time, and/or may prevent the friend (e.g.. friend
212} from making more than a predetermined amount of recommendations during a predefined
period of time.

In at least some exampies, one or more of modules 102 (e.g.. receiving moduie 104,
identifving module 106, and/or providing module 108) may cause user device 202 and/or server
30 206 to recommend a user of the social networking system (e.g., friend 212} to the participant
(e.g., participant 208) as a potential source of recommendations. In at least one example,
recommending the user of the social networking system to the participant may be based on at

least one of (1} previous experience of the user in making recommendations to assist
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participants of the discovery service in making connections with other participants of the
discovery service, or (2) a relationship of the user to the participant.
In some embodiments, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104,

identifying module 106, and/or providing module 108) may cause user device 202 and/or sexver
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206 to receive, from the participant in the discovery service of the social networking system
(e.g., participant 208}, an additional request for at least one additional friend of the participant
to assist the participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service.
In some examples, while providing the friend of the participant with access to the set of
information via the recommendation interface, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving
10 module 104, identifying module 106, and/or providing module 108) may cause user device 202
and/or server 206 to provide the additional friend of the participant with access to the set of
information via an additional recommendation interface that enables the additional friend of

the participant fo make recommendations to the participant regarding the set of information.
User device 202 generally represents any type or form of computing device capable of
15  reading and/or executing computer-executable instructions. In at least one embodiment, user
device 202 may accept onc or more directions from scrver 206. Examples of user device 202
include, without Hmitation, servers, desktops, laptops, tablets, cellular phones, (e.g.,
smartphones), personal digital assistants (PDAs), multimedia players, embedded systems,
wearable devices (e.g., smart watches, smart glasses, etc.), gaming consoles, combinations of

20 one or more of the same, or any other suitable mobile computing device.

Network 204 generally represents any medium or architecture capable of facilitating
comununication and/or data transfer between user device 202 and/or server 206. Hxaroples of
network 204 include, without limitation, an iniranct, a wide-arca network (WARN), a local arca

network (LAN), a personal arca network (PAN), the Internet, Power Line Communications
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(PLL), a cellular network (e.g., a Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM) network,
a code-division multiple access (CDMA) network, a Long-Term Evolution (LTE) network,
etc.), universal serial bus (USB) connections, and the Like. Network 204 may facilitate
communication or data transfer using wireless or wired connections. In at least one
embodiment, network 204 may facilitate communication between user device 202 and server
30 206.

Server 206 generally represents any type or form of computing device capable of
reading andf/or executing computer-cxecutable instructions and/or hosting executables.
Sxamples of server 206 include, without limitation, application scrvers, storage scrvers,

database servers, web servers, and/or any other suitable computing device configured to run
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certain software applications and/or provide variocus application, storage, and/or database
serviees,
In at least one example, user device 202 and server 206 may be computing devices

programmed with one or more of modules 102, All or a portion of the functionality of modules
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102 may be performed by user device 202, server 206, and/or any other suitable computing
system. As will be described in greater detail below, one or more of modules 102 from FiG. 1
may, when executed by at least one processor of user device 202 and/or server 206, enable user
device 202 and/or server 206 to enable social network users to assist each other in making
dating connections within the social network.
10 Many other devices or subsystems may be connected to system 100 in FIG. 1 and/or
system 200 in FIG. 2. Conversely, all of the components and devices illustrated in FIGS. | and
2 need not be present to practice the embodiments described and/or illustrated herein. The
devices and subsysteros referenced above may also be interconnected in different ways from
those shown in FIG. 2. Systems 100 and 200 may also employ any number of software,
15 firmware, and/or hardware configurations. For example, one or more of the exemplary
cmbodiments disclosed herein may be encoded as a computer program (also referred to as
computer software, software applications, computer-readable instructions, and/or computer
control logic) on a computer-readable medivm (e.g., a transitory or non-transitory computer-
readable medium).
20 FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an exemplary computer-implemented method 300 for
enabling users of a social networking system to assist each other in making dating connections
within the social networking system. The steps shown in FIG. 3 may be performed by any
suitable computer-executable code and/or computing system, including system 100 in FIG. 1,

system 200 in FIG. 2, and/or variations or combinations of one or more of the same. In one
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cxample, each of the steps shown in FIG. 3 may represent an algorithm whose structure
inchudes and/or is represenied by owiltiple sub-steps, examaples of which will be provided in
greater detail below.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, at step 310, one or more of the systems described herein may
receive, from a participant of a discovery service of a social networking system, a request for
30 afriend of the participant to assist the participant in making connections with other participants
of the dating service. For example, receiving module 104 may, as part of user device 202 and/or
server 206, cause user device 202 and/or server 206 to receive, from participant 208, request
210 for friend 212 to assist participant 208 in making connections with other participants of

the dating service.
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In some cxamples, a “social ncitworking systeny” may include any computing device
and/or devices, software framework, and/or combination thereof usable for providing and/or
hosting a service {e.g., via the Internet). In some examples, the phrase “social networking

systemy” may refer 1o a computing platdorm that provides a social networking service. As used

|91

herein, the phrase “social networking service”™ may refer to any service and/or Internet site that

manages social connections and/or shares, compiles, formats, and/or broadeasts information

based on social connections.

In some cxamples, a “friend” may be any social connection maintained by the social
networking system between two users of the social networking system. In additional examples,
10 afriend may include any person with whom a user of a social networking system maintains a

social connection via a social networking system. For example, a friend may include, without
limitation, a relative, an acquaintance, a colleague, a contact, a professional relation, and so
forth with whom a user of a social networking system maintains a social connection via a social
networking system.

13 As noted above, in some examples, the friend of the participant may be a relative of the
participant. In some examples, a “relative” may include any person who is connected to the
participant by blood, marriage, operation of law, or other similar relationship. A relative of a
participant may include, without limitation, a grandparent, a parent, a child, a grandchild, a
sibling, a sibling of a parent {e.g., an aunt or uncle), a cousin, a child of a sibling (e.g., a niece

20 or nephew), a relative-in-law, and so forth.

In at least some embodiments, a ““discovery service” or “discovery service of a social
networking system” may include any service of a social networking system that facilitates
discovery by a user of a social networking system of other users of the social networking

systern. In some embodiments, a discovery service may facilitate discovery by a user of other
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uscrs based on any suitable factors, inchuding, but not limited to, a sct of shared attributes of
the user and discoverable users, mutval participation in services of the social networking
system by the user and discoverable users, a set of attributes of discoverable users defined by
the user, and so forth. In at least some cmbodiments, a discovery service may limit the scope
of users that the user may discover. For example, the discovery service may prevent the user
30 from discovering other users of the social networking system with whom the user already
shares a friend relationship within the social networking system.

In some examples, a “dating scrvice” or “dating service of a social networking system”
may be any service of a social networking system that manages dating connections and/or

shares, compiles, formats, and/or broadcasts information based on dating connections. In some
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examples, a dating service may be inchuded as part of a discovery service. In some cxamples,
a “‘dating connection” and “a connection within a dating service” may be any social connection
between at least two participants of a dating service of a social networking system that

represents an interest by at least one of the participants in engaging in dating practices with the

|91

other participant or participants.

In some examples, a “request” may include any information that indicates that a
participant of a discovery service of a social networking system desires assistance from a friend
of the participant in making connections {¢.g., social connections, dating connections, ctc.) with
other participants in the dating service. For example, a request (e.g., request 218) may include
10 an instruction for one or more of the sysienms described hercin to provide a friend of the

participant {(e.g., friend 212} with access to information that is associated with the discovery
service and that is designated as private to the participant. In some cxamples, a request (e.g.,
request 210) roay further include a message from the participant to the friend, such as a message
requesting assistance from the friend.

13 Receiving module 104 may receive, from participant 208, request 210 for friend 212 to
assist participant 208 in making connections with other participants of the discovery service in
any suitable way. For exarople, participant 208 may submit a request for assistance from friend
212 via a user interface of the discovery service of the social networking system. Receiving
module 104 may then receive request 210 via 2 messaging feature of the social networking

20 system. As another example, participant 208 roay contact and request assistance from friend

212 outside of the social networking system, and may provide friend 212 with access

information {e.g., an access code, a password, a permission code, etc.) that indicates that

participant 208 desires assistance from friend 212, If friend 212 decides to assist participant

2038, friend 212 may enter the access information info a suitable interface of the dating service
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of the social networking system. This may then cause receiving module 104 to receive request
210 from participant 208 via the discovery service.

By requesting assistance in making dating connections from a friend, a participant of
the discovery service of the social networking system may gain valuable recommendations
and/or advice from a trusted friend. This may be congruent and/or consistent with a real-world
30 practice of asking trusted real-world contacts (friends, family members, community members,
etc.) for advice regarding identifying potential social connections and/or forming relationships
with potential social connections. For example, whexn a person in the real world wishes to make
dating connections, he or she may seek assistance from a “wingman,” who may be a trusted

friend, relative, or other associate. The systems and methods described herein may enable a
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user to enlist similar assistance from friends within a social networking system when
attempting to make dating connections within a dating service of the social networking system.
Additionally, some may value family and/or community involvement in the dating and/or

courtship process. The systems and methods described herein may facilitate a participant in a
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dating service requesting assistance from a family member (e.g., a relative) in making dating
connections within the dating service.

Returning to FIG. 3, at step 320, one or more of the systems described herein may
identify at lcast one set of information that is associated with the discovery service and that is
designated as private to the participant. For example, identifying module 106 may identify at
10 leastone set of information included in participant data 142 that is associated with the discovery

service and that is designated as private to participant 208 (e.g., dating profile 214,
representation 216, participation interface 218, etc.).
In some embodiments, the discovery service may include a dating service of the social
networking system. In some such embodiments, the set of information may include a dating
15 profile of the participant (e.g., dating profile 214). In some examples, a “dating profile” may
include any suitable information that a participant in the dating service (¢.g., participant 208)
may wish to share with other participants in the dating service, but wishes to keep private from
users of the social networking sysiem who are not participating in the dating service. For
cxample, dating profile 214 may include, without limitation, an image of participant 208, a text
20 description of participant 208, a set of interests of participant 208, a relationship status of
participant 208, a geographic location associated with participant 208, a set of physical
attributes of participant 208, and so forth. A dating profile may be separate and distinet from a
uscr profile of the participant that may be viewable by users of the social networking system.

In further embodiments, the set of information may include a representation of at least

b
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one addifional participant in the dating service of the social networking system {e.g., additional
participant 220). In some examples, the representation (¢.g., representation 216) may include
any information that may represent the additional participant in the dating service of the social
networking systern. For example, representation 216 may include, without limitation, a dating
profile of additional participant 220, an image of additional participant 220, a textual
30 description of additional participant 220, a relationship status of additional participant 220, and
so forth.

In additional examples, the set of information may include an interface of the social
networking systern that visually indicates, when representing an additional user of the social

networking system within the social networking system, whether the additional user is also
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participating in the dating service of the social networking system. Examples and illustrations
of such an interface (¢.g., participation interface 218) will be provided in greater detail below
in reference to FIG. 7.

Identitying module 106 may identify the set of information that is associated with the

|91

discovery scrvice and that is designated as private to the participant in a variety of contexts.

For example, identifving module 106 may identify the set of information by accessing

participant data 142 stored in database 140, and may therefore identify any private discovery

information assoctated with participant 208 included in participant data 142 including, without

{imitation, dating profile 214, representation 216, and/or participation interface 218,

10 In some contexts, identifying roodule 106 may identify the set of wformation by
excluding, from the set of information, information regarding users of the social networking
system who arc friends of the participant (e.g., participant 208), and/or who are friends of the
friend {e.g., friend 212). In this way, the systems and methods described herein may hmit
participants that friend 212 may recommend to participant 208 as potential connections (e.g.,

15 potential dating connections) to participants who are not friends of participant 208 and/or who
are not friends of the friend 212. Thus, friend 212 may only be provided with information
associated with participants who are friends of friends of participant 208, friends of friends of
friend 212, and/or who are not friends of either participant 208 or friend 212,

By way of example, as mentioned above, participant data 142 may include a plurality

20 of dating profiles associated with participants of the dating service. In identifving

representation 216, identifying module 106 may exclude from representation 216 dating

profiles of participants who are friends of friend 212 and/or participants who are friends of
participant 208, This may broaden the scope of participanis that friend 212 may recommend to

participant 208 as potential connections to participants who are not already connected with

b
A

(e.g., are not already friends with) participant 208 and/or friend 212.
Returning to FIG. 3, at step 330, onc or more of the systems described herein may
provide the friend of the participant with aceess to at least a portion of the set of information

via a recommendation interface that enables the friend of the participant to make
recommendations to the participant regarding the set of information to assist the participant in

30 making connections with other participants of the discovery service. For example, providing
moduole 108 may, as part of user device 202 and/or server 206, provide friend 212 with access

to a portion of participant data 142 {e.g., dating profile 214, representation 216, and/or
participation interface 218) via recommendation interface 222. Recommendation interface 222

may enable friend 212 to make recommendations {e.g., recommendation 228) to participant
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208 regarding the set of information (e.g., dating profile 214, representation 216, and/or
participation interface 218) to assist participant 208 in making connections with other
participants of the discovery service.

In some examples, a “recommendation interface” may inclade any suitable user

|91

interface that may (1) provide a user {e.g., friend 212) with access to at least a portion of a set
of information that is associated with a discovery service of a social networking systemn and
that is designated as private to a participant in the discovery service, and (2) enable the user to
make recommendations to the participant {e.g., participant 208) regarding the set of
information. In some cxamples, a recommendation interface may incorporate and/or uvtilize
10 user interface clements (e.g., graphical user interface elements) provided by any suitable
operating system, interface design framework, user interface toolkit, or custom user interface
tool set. Various examples and illustrations of recommendation interfaces will be provided

below in reference to FIGS 4-7.
Providing module 108 may provide friend 212 with aceess to the set of information
15  {(e.g., dating profile 214, representation 216, participation interface 218, eic) via
recornmendation interface 222 in a varicty of contexts. For example, as mentioned ahove, in
some embodiments, participant data 142 may include a dating profie 214, Identifving module
106 may identify dating profile 214 in any of the ways described hetein, and providing module
108 may provide at least a portion of dating profile 214 to friend 212 via recomnmendation

20 interface 222

In some embodiments, recommendaton interface 222 may include an interface
clement, such as clement 224, that may cnable the friend of the participant to make
recoramendations regarding the set of information {e.g., any of the information included in

participant data 142). For example, element 224 may include, without hmitation, a graphical
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button, a checkbox, a radio button, a dropdown fist, a list box, a toggle, a text ficld, and so
forth. In further exampiles, element 224 may inchude a haptic (e.g., touchable) control, such as
a touch control, a swipe control, a pinch control, a gesture control, etc. A user (e.g., friend 212)
may interact with element 224 to make recommendations regarding the set of information.
For example, in situations where the set of information includes dating profile 214,
30 element 224 may enable friend 212 to recommmend at least one change to the dating profile 214
to participant 208. Element 224 may include any suitable interface element that may enable
friend 212 to recommend a change to dating profile 214 to participant 208. For cxample,
element 224 may include a graphical button. Friend 212 may interact with (e.g., select, tap on,

click on, etc.) the graphical button to recommend a change to dating profile 214 to participant
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208. As another example. element 224 may include a haptic control configured to receive a
swipe gesture to indicate that fricnd 212 wishes to recommend a change to dating profile 214,
Friend 212 may therefore recommend a change to dating profile 214 by inputting a suitable
swipe gesture via element 224,

By way of illustration, FIG. 4 shows an interface view 400 that shows a version of
reconunendation interface 222 that inchides an element 224 that ensbles a friend of a
participant of a dating service of a social networking system to recommend changes to a dating
profile of the participant. As shown, interface view 400 includes a profile view 402 that may
show at least a portion of dating profile 214 of participant 208. Profile view 402 may include
an indicator 404 that may indicate that profile view 402 shows a dating profile of participant
203, rather than a social networking system user profile of participant 208.

Profile view 402 may include a profile tmage 406, which may be an image included in
dating profile 214 and selected by participant 208 to represent participant 208 within a dating
service of a social networking system. Likewise, profile view 402 may include profile
description 408, which may be a description of participant 208 included in dating profile 214.
Profile description 408 may be created by participant 208; additionally or alternatively, profile
description 408 may be at least partially generated by a dating service. Profile description 408
may include any suitable media including, without limitation, a textual message from
participant 208 to other participanis in the dating service, a listing of interests of participant
208, a set of attributes of participant 208 (e.g., physical attributes, geographic location, sexual
orientation, sexual identity, religious views, etc.)}, a set of attributes that participant 208 desires
in potential dating connections, a media content item (c.g., video, audio, image, text, etc.)
associated with and/or selected by participant 208, and so forth.

Interface view 400 also includes a button 418. Buiton 410 may be an interface element
(e.g., clement 224} that a friend (e.g., friend 212) may interact with (e.g., select, {ap on, click
on, etc.} in order to recoromend one or more changes to information displayed in profile view
402. Interface view 400 further includes additional elements 412 that may inchide navigational
and/or search elements that may be part of an interface of a social networking system and/or a
discovery service of a social networking system.

FIG. 5 shows an interface view 500, which may be a representation of interface view
400 after friend 212 has indicated that he or she wishes to recommend one or more changes to
dating profile 214 to participant 208 by interacting with (e.g., selecting, tapping on, clicking

on, etc.) button 410. Interface view 300 may include profile editing view 502 that, like profile
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view 402, includes profile image 406 and profile description 408. However, unlike profile view
402, profile editing view 502 includes interface clement 504 and text box 506.
In this iHlustration, friend 212 may select interface element 504 to recommend a change

to profiie image 406, and/or may edit the media (e.g., text, images, etc.) included in text box
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506 to recommend a change to profile description 408. The fricnd may then select button 508,
which may cause receiving module 104 1o receive the recommended changes as
recommendation 228 via recommendation interface 222,

As will be described in greater detail below, recommendation 228 may inchude any
suitable information that may indicate to participant 208 that fricnd 212 recommends at least
10 one of (1) a change to at least a portion of the identified set of information (c.g., dating profile

214 included in participant data 142}, or {2) an additional participant in the dating service as a
potential dating connection for the participant.
For example, upon recciving a selection by friend 212 of interface element 504,
receiving module 104 may receive recommendation 228 by sending a message to participant
15 208 that indicates that friend 212 recommends that participant 208 change profile image 406.
In other exaruples, upon receiving a selection by friend 212 of interface elerent 504, providing
module 108 may cause recommendation interface 222 to present friend 212 with an image
sclection interface that enables friend 212 to select a new image to replace profile image 406.
In such cxamples, receiving module 104 may receive reconunendation 228 via
20 recommendation interface 222 by receiving the new image by way of the image selection
interface, and/or by replacing profile irnage 406 with the new image.

Similarly, in somec embodiments, friend 212 may make changes (c.g., additions,

deletions, comments, ¢ic.) to the media (e.g.. text, images, audio, ctc.) included in text box 506.

In sach embodiments, receiving module 104 may receive recommendation 228 via
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recommendation interface 222 by receiving the changed media and/or by replacing profile
description 408 with the changed media when friend 212 selects button 508,

In additional embodiments, as mentioned above, the set of information (e.g., participant
data 142) may inchude representation 216, which may be a representation (2.2, an image, a
dating profile, a textual description, etc.) of an additional participant in the dating service of
30 the social networking system. Thus, in some embodiments, providing module 108 may provide
friend 212 with access to at least a portion of the set of information via recommendation
interface 222 by presenting at least a portion of representation 216 to friend 212 via

recommendation interface 222, In such examples, recoramendation interface 222 may include
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an interface clement (c.g., clement 224) that enables friend 212 to recommend additional
participant 220 to participant 208 as a potential connection.
Te dlostrate, FIG. 6 shows an interface view 600 that shows a version of

recommendation interface 222 that includes at least one interface element that enables friend
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212 to recommend an additional participant to participant 208 as a potential connection. As
shown, interface view 600 includes a dating profile view 602, which may present at least a
portion of a dating profile associated with additional participant 220 to friend 212. As indicated
by dating profile view 602, additional participant 220 s named Daniel Norris.
Interface view 600 may additionally include a recommendation control 604 and a next
10 profile comtrol 606. Upon reviewing dating profile view 602, friend 212 may select
recommendation control 604, which may cause receiving module 104 to receive a
recommendation (e.g.. recommendation 228) which may indicate that friend 212 recommends
additional user 220 to participant 208 as a potential connection. Additionally, friend 212 may
select next profile control 606, which may cause receiving module 104 to receive a next profile
15 command instead of a recommendation.

In response to receiving cither a recommendation or a next profie command, onc or
more modules 102 {(e.g., receiving module 104, identifying module 106, and/or providing
module 108) may identify a new representation of another participant in the dating service of
the social networking system, and may present the new representation to friend 212 via

20 recommendation interface 222 {e.g., in replacement of dating profile view 602). This process
of presenting friend 212 with a dating profile associated with an additional participant in the
dating service, receiving a recommendation or a next profile comunand, identifving a new
representation of another participant in the dating scrvice, and presenting the new

representation to fiiend 212, may continue until friend 212 chooses to exit interface view 600,
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or until an expiration of a time limit for access for friend 212 to the private dating information
of participant 208.

In additional embodiments, as mentioned above, the set of information may include an
interface of the social networking system (e.g., participation interface 218) that visually
indicates, when representing an additional user of the social networking system within the
30 social networking system {e.g., within a content feed, a group listing, a set of search results, a
comment nterface, etc.), whether the additional uvser is also participating in the discovery
service (¢.2., the dating service) of the social networking system. By visually indicating users
of the social networking systern who are also participating in the discovery service of the social

networking system, providing module 108 may enable friend 212 to quickly distinguish users

3
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of the social networking system who may be intercsted in making a connection (e.g., a dating
connection) with participant 208 from users of the social networking system who may not be
interested in making a connection (e.g., a dating connection) with participant 208.

In some examples, participation interface 218 may include any suitable interface

|91

clement (e.2., an icon, an affordance, a segment of text, eic.) that may visually indicate that a

particular user of a social networking system is also a participant of a discovery service (¢.g.,

a dating service) of the social networking system. In some embodiments, participation interface

218 may additionally reflect a determination by the dating service that the user meets a

predetermined level of compatibility with participant 208 within the dating service.

10 By way of illustration, FIG. 7 shows an interface view 700 that shows a version of
recommendation interface 222 that includes an interface of a social networking system that
visually indicates, when representing an additional user of the social networking system within
the social networking system, whether the additional user is also participating in the discovery
service (e.g., the dating service). As shown, interface view 700 includes a content feed 702 of

15 the social networking system that the social networking system may generate and show to
friend 212. Content feed 702 may include one or more news stories, media items, postings, and
so forth, that friends of friend 212 have shared via the social networking system. Content feec
702 may include a posting 704, which may be a news story shared by user Daniel Norris.
Posting 704 includes a profile picture 706 of user Baniel Norris.

20 Posting 704 further includes affordance 708 surrounding and/or visaally associated

with profile picture 706. Affordance 708 may be any indicator associated with a representation

of a user of the social networking systern that indicates that the user is participating in a

discovery service (e.g., a dating service) of the social networking system. Hence, as shown,

affordance 708 may indicate that user Daniel Norris is participating in a dating service of the
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social networking system. Therefore, by viewing interface view 700, friend 212 may readily
identify user Daniel Norris as a potential connection {(e.g., a potential dating connection) for
participant 208.

Conversely, interface view 700 further includes posting 710, which may be a posting
(e.g., a news story, a media item, a status update, ctc.) posted by another user of the social
30 networking system who is not participating in the dating service. Hence, profile picture 712,
associated with the user who posted posting 710, does not inchude an affordance (e.g., an
atfordance similar to affordance 708) that indicates that the user is participating in a dating

service of the social networking systenm. Thus, by viewing interface view 700, friend 212 may

b
L
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readily determine that the author of posting 710 is not participating in the dating service, and
therefore may not be recommended o participant 208 as a potential dating connection.
Affordance 708 may only be visible to other users of the social networking system who

are participating in the discovery service {g.g.. the dating service) of the social network, or

|91

friends of participants in the discovery service who the participants have requested o assist

them in making connections {e.g., dating connections) with other participants of the discovery

service. Hence, interface view 700 (c.g., as an implementation of participation interface 218)

may be private to participant 208, but may be provided to friend 212 in accordance with the

systems and mcthods described herein.

10 Additionally, while interface view 700 shows a content feed interface of the social
networking system, participation interface 218 may cause (e.g., divect, instruct, comunand, etc.)
providing module 108 to apply visual indicators similar to affordance 708 to representations of
users within any other interface of the social networking system that presents representations
of users of the social networking system to friend 212. For example, participation interface 218

15  may cause providing module 108 to apply visual indicators similar to affordance 708 to
representations of users in a group interface (e.g., representations of group members who are
participating in the dating service may include visual indicators like affordance 708), search
results {e.g., representations of users who appear in search results presented to friend 212 and
who are also participating in the dating service may include visual indicators like affordance

20 708}, comnment interfaces {e.g.. representations of users who submit a comment o a posting

and who are also participating i the dating service may include visual indicators like

affordance 708) and so forth.
Additionally, friend 212 may interact with {¢.g., tap on, click on, select, etc.) affordance

7038 and/or any other interface clement assoctated with affordance 708 (e.g., a profile picture,

b
A

a posting, a printed name, etc.). Upon detecting such an interaction, providing module 108 may
prescnt a recommendation interface, similar to interface view 600, that may enable friend 212
to review a profile (e.g., a dating profile) of the user (e.g., Daniel Noris) and/or recomimend
the user associated with affordance 708 as a potential connection {(e.g.. a potential dating
connection) to participant 208.

30 In some embodiments, friend 212 may approve a participant’s request for assistance
prior to providing module 108 providing friend 212 with access to the set of information (e.g.,
dating profile 214, representation 216, participation interface 218, etc.). In such examples, one
or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving modulde 104, identifying module 106, and/or providing

module 108) may present request 210 to friend 212, and may acquire, from friend 212, approval
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226. One or more of modules 102 (e.g.. receiving module 104, identifying module 106, and/or
providing module 108) may then provide friend 212 with access to the set of information (e.g.,
dating profile 214, representation 216, participation interface 218, etc.} in response to acquiring
approval 226 from friend 212.

Approval 226 may include any information that indicates that a friend (e.g., friend 212)
of a participant of a discovery service of a social networking system {(e.g., participant 208)
approves a request for the friend to assist the participant in making connections with other
participants of the discovery service.

One or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104, identifving module 106,
and/or providing moodule 108} may present request 210 to friend 212 in any suitable way. For
example, receiving module 104 may send a representation of request 210 to friend 212 via a
messaging feature of the social networking system. The representation of the request may
include a user input control {e.g., a button, a swipe control, etc.) that may enable friend 212 1o
indicate approval of request 210. Providing module 108 may then present the representation of
request 210 to friend 212 via a user interface of the social networking system presented by user
device 202.

One or more of modules 102 {(e.g., receiving module 104, identifying module 106,
and/or providing module 108) may acquire approval 226 from friend 212 in any suitable way.
Continuing with the previous example, having been presented with the representation of
request 210, friend 212 may then interact with the user input control in order to indicate his or
her approval of request 210. When friend 212 indicates his or her approval of request 210,
providing module 108 may cause user device 202 to geuerate and/or send approval 226 to
recciving module 104 via the messaging feature of the social networking system. Receiving
moduole 104 may then acquire approval 226 via the messaging feature of the social networking
systern. Providing module 108 may then provide friend 212 with access to the portion of the
sct of information (c.g., dating profile 214, representation 216, participation interface 218, etc.)
via recommendation interface 222 in any of the ways described herein in response to recciving
module 104 acquiring approval 226.

FIG. 8 includes a tlow diagram 800 (“flow 800”) that illustrates how an embodiment
of the systeros and methods described herein may provide a friend (e.g., friend 212) of a
participant of a discovery service of a social networking system {e.g., participant 208} with
access to private information of the participant. As shown, flow 800 begins at start 802. At step
804, receiving module 104 may receive a request {e.g., request 210) for a friend (e.g., friend

212y of a participant of a discovery service of a social network {e.g., participant 208) to assist
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the participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service. At step
8006, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104, identifying module 106, and/or
providing module 108) may present the request to the friend. At step 808, one or more of
moduoles 102 (e.g., receiving module 104, identifving module 106, and/or providing module
108) may acquire approval (e.g., approval 226) of the request from the friend.

Upon acquisition of the approval of the request, flow 800 continues at step 810 {e.g.,
via the “Yes” pathway from step 808), where providing module 108 may provide the friend
with access to the participant’s private information, such as dating profile 214, representation
216, and/or participation interface 218. After providing module 108 provides the friend with
access to the participant’s private information, flow 800 may proceed o (e.g., via any of the
pathways out of dating profile 214, representation 216, and/or participation interface 218
included in flow 800) and terminates atend 812. It one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving
module 104, identifving module 106, and/or providing module 108) do not acquire approval of
the request {e.g., if friend 212 rejects request 210, if an expiration time period of request 218
elapses before friend 212 approves request 210, ete.), flow 800 proceeds to and terminates at
end 812 (e.g., via the "No” pathway from step 808).

In some examples, access by friend 212 to the identified set of information (e.g.. dating
profile 214, representation 216, participation interface 218, etc.) may be time-limited. Hence,
oune or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104, identifving module 106, andfor
providing module 108) may prevent friend 212 from viewing the set of information {e.g., dating
profile 214, representation 216, and/or participation interface 218) via the recommendation
interface after an expiration of a predefined period of time. The predefined period of time may
be any suitable period of time, such as five minutes, onc hour, one day, one week, and so forth.
The period may begin at any suitable time, such as upon receiving module 104 receiving
request 210, upon receiving module 104 receiving approval 226, upon receiving moduic 104
receiving recommendation 228 from friend 212, and so forth,

For example, a suitable period of time may be 24 hours beginning from the fime that
recetving module 104 receives request 210, In such an example, providing module 108 may
provide friend 212 with access to participant data 142 (¢.g., dating profile 214, representation
216, and/or participation interface 218) via reconmumendation interface 222 {e.g., any of
interface views 400 through 700) for 24 hours after receiving module 104 receives request 210.
Upon the expiration of 24 hours, one or more of modules 102 (e.g.. receiving module 104,
identifying module 106, and/or providing module 108) may prevent friend 212 from viewing

the set of information (g.g., dating profile 214, representation 216, and/or participation interface
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218} via the recommendation interface in any suitable way, such as by preventing access to
recornmendation interface 222, removing one or more elements from recomumnendation
interface 222 (c.g., element 224), preventing friend 212 from logging into the social networking

systemn and/or the discovery service of the social networking system, and so forth,

|91

In some examples, one or more of modules 102 {e.g., receiving module 104, identitying
module 106, and/or providing module 108) may prevent the friend (e.g., friend 212) from
making more than a predetermined amount of recommendations during a predefined period of
time. This may cause friend 212 to carcfully consider making particular recommendations,
and/or may provide an incentive for friend 212 to make the predetermined amount of
10 recommendations during the predefined period of time. The predetermined amount of

recommendations may be any suitable number of recommendations, and the predefined period
of time may be any suitable period of time. For example, providing module 108 may prevent
friend 212 from making more than 10 recommendations during a 24-hour period of time. Once
the friend has made the predetermined amount of recommendations within the predefined
15 amount of time, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., recetving module 104, identifying module
106, and/or providing module 108) may prevent friend 2172 from viewing the set of information
(e.g., dating profile 214, representation 216, and/or participation interface 218) via the
recommendation interface in any suitable way including, but not limited to, any of the ways
described herein.
20 In at least one embodiment, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104,
identifying module 106, and/or providing module 108) may also recommend a user of the social
networking system to the participant as a potential source of recommendations. For example,
one or more of receiving module 104, identifying module 106, and/or providing module 108

may recommend friend 212 to participant 208 as a potential source of recommendations.

b
A

One or more of receiving module 104, identifying module 106, and/or providing
module 108 may recommend friend 212 to participant 208 as a potcntial source of
recommendations in a variety of contexts. For example, receiving module 104 may receive a
direction {e.g., from participant 208, from the discovery service, etc.) to recommend a user of
the social networking system to participant 208 as a potential recommendation source. In some
30 examples, the direction may include information representative of an additional participant in
the discovery service (e.g., additional participant 220) with whom the friend desires to make a
connection {(e.g., a dating connection).

In response to receiving the direction, one or more of modules 102 {(e.g., receiving

module 104, identifying module 106, and/or providing moduie 108) may access any suitable
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data source (e.g., database 140) that may include recommender data 144, As mentioned above,
recornmender data 144 may include any information regarding potential recomumendation
sources {e.g., potential recomunenders) including, but not lmited to, information regarding
previous experience of users in making recommendations o assist participants of the discovery
service in making connections with other participants of the discovery service, relationships of
users to participants in the discovery service, whether a user has indicated a desire to assist
participants in the discovery sexvice {e.g., participant 208} in making connections within the
discovery service, and so forth.

Based on recoramender data 144, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module
104, identifying modele 106, and/or providing module 108) may identify a potential
recommendation source (e.g., friend 212) for participant 208. For example, recommender data
144 may indicate that friend 212, in addition to being a friend of participant 208, s also a friend
of additional user 220. Additionally or alternatively, recommender data 144 may indicate that
friend 212 has previously provided recommendations to other participants in the discovery
service. As another cxample, recommender data 144 may indicate that friend 212 is a relative
(c.g., a parent, a grandparent, ctc.) of participant 208 and has indicated a desire to assist
participant 208 in making connections within the discovery service. Hence, based on any of
this and/or other data, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104, identifying
module 106, and/or providing module 108) may identify friend 212 as a potential source of
reconumendations.

Upon identifying friend 212 as a potential recommendation source, one or more of
modules 102 {(e.g., receiving module 104, identifying module 106, and/or providing module
108) may send a message indicating friend 212 as a potential recommendation sowrce o
participant 208. For example, identifying module 106 may send a message indicating friend
212 as a potential recommendation source to participant 208 via a messaging feature of the
social networking system.

In some examples, a participant in a discovery service {e.g., participant 208} may wish
to have more than one fricnd at a time assist them in making connections with other participants
of the discovery service. In such exampiles, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module
104y may receive, from the participant in the discovery service (e.g., participant 208} an
additional reguest for at least one additional friend of the participant to assist the participant in
making conncctions with other participants of the discovery service. For example, receiving

module 104 may receive, from participant 208, an additional request for at least one additional
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friend of participant 208 to assist participant 208 in making connections with other participants
of the discovery service.

Receiving module 104 may receive, from participant 208, an additional request for an
additional friend to assist participant 208 in making connections with other participants of the
discovery scrvice in any suitable way. For example, participant 208 may submit a request for
assistance from an additional friend via a user interface of the discovery service of the social
networking system. Receiving module 104 may then receive the additional request via a
messaging feature of the social networking system. As another example, participant 208 may
contact and request assistance from the additional friend outside of the social networking
system, and may provide the additional friend with access information {e.g.. an access code, a
password, a permission code, etc.) that indicates that participant 208 desives assistance from
friend 212. Hf the additional friend decides to assist participant 208, the additional friend may
enter the access information into a suttable interface of the dating service of the social
networking system. This may then cause receiving module 104 to receive the additional request
from participant 208 via the discovery service.

Having received the additional request, and while providing friend 212 with access to
the set of information via recommendation interface 222, one or more of modules 102 {e.g.,
receiving module 104, identifying module 106, and/or providing module 108) may provide the
additional friend of participant 208 with access o the set of information {(e.g., any of the
information inchuded in participant data 142) via an additional recommendation interface that
enables the participant to make recommendations to the participant regarding the set of
information. In some examples, providing module 108 may provide the additional friend with
access to the set of information via an additional recommendation interface that may be in any
way analogous to any of the ways described herein in relation to providing friend 212 with
access o the set of information via recommendation interface 222. For example, providing
module 108 may provide the additional friend with access to the set of information via an
additional recommmendation interface included in a computing device associated with the
additional friend. In some examples, both friend 212 and the additional friend may
simultaneously use the same computing device (e.g., user device 202) to provide
recomnmendations regarding the same portion of the set of information. Additionally or
alternatively, each fiiend may provide recommendations regarding the set of information
independently of each other, each using his or her own computing device (2.2., each fricnd may
provide different recommendations regarding different portions of the set of information via

different computing devices).

o
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In this and other ways, the systems and methods described herein may cnable a
participant in a discovery service {¢.g., participant 208) to receive recornomendations regarding
private information {e.g., private dating information} from more than one friend at one time. In

some examples, the number of friends from which participant 208 may be limited to any

|91

suitable predetermined number of friends, such as three friends, at a time.

As discussed throughout the instant disclosure, the disclosed systems and methods may
provide one or more advantages over traditional methods of discovering other asers of a social
networking system. For exampie, by providing a friend of a participant in the discovery service
with access to a set of private information of the participant, the systems and methods described
10 herein may cnable the participant to acquire useful assistance from the friend in making

connections within the social networking system.

For example, by providing access {o a dating profile of the participant via a
recommendation interface that enables the friend to make recommendations to the participant
regarding the dating profile, the systems and methods described herein may enable the friend

15 to recommend changes or revisions to the dating profile. These recomimendations may enable
the friend and/or the participant to improve the chances of the participant making desired, high-
quality, lasting dating connections within a dating service of the social networking systen.

As another example, by providing the friend with access to various representations of
other participants in the dating service, along with a “matching surface™ interface that enables

20 the friend to recommend other participants to the participant as possible dating connections,
the systems and methods described herein may enable the friend to recommend potential dating
connections to the participant. Additionally, by providing the friend with access to a “dating
lens” interface of the social networking system that visually indicates, when representing users

of the social networking system within the social networking system (e.g., within content feeds,

b
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group lists, scarch results, etc.), whether the users are also participating in the dating service of
the social network, the systems and methods described herein may cnable the friend to
serendipitously discover other participants in the dating service whom the friend may
recommend as potential dating connections to the participant. With such assistance from the
friend, the participant may be more likely to make desired, high-quality, lasting dating
30 connections within the dating service of the social networking system.

Additionally, the systems and methods described herein may enable a participant io
request and/or receive dating assistance from any friend of the participant within the social
networking system incloding, without imitation, family mermbers, relatives, real-world friends,

community members, and acquaintances. Therefore, the systems and methods described herein

30
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may support and/or facilitate cultural courtship practices that may value family and/or
community involvement in the courtship process.
As detailed above, the computing devices and systems described and/or ilhustrated

herein broadly represent any type or form of computing device or system capable of exccuoting
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computer-readable instructions, such as those contained within the modules described herein.
In their most basic configuration, these computing device(s) may cach include at least one
memory device and at least one physical processor.
Although illustrated as separate elerpents, the modules described and/or illustrated
herein may represent portions of a single module or application. In addition, in certain
10 embodiments one or more of these modules may represent one or more software applications
or programs that, when executed by a computing device, may cause the computing device (o
perform one or more tasks. For cxample, one or more of the modules described and/or
tllustrated herein may represent modules stored and configured to run on one or more of the
computing devices or systems described and/or illustrated herein. One or more of these

15 modules may also rcpresent all or portions of one or more special-purpose computers
configured to perform one or rmore tasks,

In addition, one or more of the modules described herein may transform data, physical
devices, and/or representations of physical devices from one form to another. For example, one
or more of the modules recited hercin may receive a request for assistance from a participant

20 of a discovery service of a social network to be transformed, transform the request for
assistance, output a result of the transformation to identfy a set of information that is associated
with the discovery service and that is designated as private to the participant, use the result of
the transformation to provide a fricnd of the participant with access to the set of information,

and store the result of the transformation to enable the friend to provide recommendations

b
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regarding the set of information to the participant. Additionally or alternatively, one or more
of the modules recited hercin may transform a processor, volatile memory, non-volatile
memory, and/or any other portion of a physical computing device from one form to another by
executing on the computing device, storing data on the computing device, and/or otherwise
interacting with the computing device.

30 The term “computer-readable medium,” as vsed herein, generally refers to any form of
device, carrier, or medium capable of storing or carvying computer-readable instructions.
Examples of computer-readable media include, without limitation, transmission-type media,
such as carrier waves, and non-transitory-type media, such as magnetic-storage media {(e.g.,

hard disk drives, tape drives, and floppy disks), optical-storage media (e.g., Compact Disks
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(CDs), Digital Video Disks (DVDBs), and BLU-RAY disks), electronic-storage media (e.g.,
solid-state drives and flash media), and other distribution systems.

The process parameters and sequence of the steps described and/or illustrated herein
are given by way of example only and can be varied as desired. For example, while the steps
illustrated and/or described herein may be shown or discussed in a particular order, these steps
do not necessarily need to be performed in the order illustrated or discussed. The various
exemplary methods described and/or iltustrated herein may also omit one or more of the steps
described or illustrated herein or include additional steps in addition to those disclosed.

The preceding description has heen provided to enable others skilled in the art to best
utilize various aspects of the exemplary embodiments disclosed herein. This exemplary
description is not intended to be exhaustive or to be limited to any precise form disclosed.
Many modifications and variations are possible without departing from the spirit and scope of
the instant disclosure. The embodiments disclosed hercin should be considered in all respects
illustrative and not restrictive. Reference should be made to the appended claims and their
equivalents in determining the scope of the instant disclosure.

Unless otherwise noted, the torms “connected to” and “coupled t0” (and their
derivatives), as used in the specification and clairos, are to be construed as permitting both
direct and indirect (i.c., via other elements or components) connection. In addition, the terms
“3” or “an,” as used in the specification and claims, are to be construed as mweaning “at least
one of.” Finally, for ease of use, the terms “including” and “having” {(and their derivatives), as
used in the specification and claims, are interchangeable with and have the same meaning as

the word “‘comprising.”

3
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A computer-implemented method comprising:

receiving, from a participant in a discovery service of a social networking system, a

|91

request for a friend of the participant to assist the participant in making connections with
other participants of the discovery service;

identitying at least one set of information that is associated with the discovery service
and that is designated as private to the participant; and

providing the friend of the participant with access to at least a portion of the set of
10 information via a recommendation interface that enables the friend of the participant to make
recommendations to the participant regarding the set of information to assist the participant in

making connections with other participants of the discovery service.

2. The computer-tmplemented method of claim 1, further comprising receiving a
15 recommendation regarding the sct of information from the friend via the recommendation

interface.

3. The computer-tmplemented method of claim 1, wherein the discovery service
of the social networking system comprises a dating service of the social networking system.
20
4. The computer-tmplemented method of claim 3, wherein the set of information
comprises at feast one of:
a dating profile of the participant;

a representation of at least one addivonal participant in the dating service of the social

b
A

networking system; or

an interface of the social networking system that visually indicates, when representing
an additional user of the social networking systermn within the social networking system,
whether the additional user is also participating in the dating service of the social networking
systemt.
30
5. The computer-implemented method of claim 3, wherein:

the set of information comprises a dating profile of the participant; and

%]
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the recommendation interface comprises at least one interface element that enables
the friend of the participant to recommend at least one change to the dating profile to the

participant.

|91

6. The computer-tmplemented method of claim 5, wherein the interface element
comprises an editing interface that cnables the friend to edit the dating profile of the

participant.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 3, wherein:
10 the set of information comprises a representation of at least one additional participant
in the dating service of the social networking system;
providing the friend with access to at least a portion of the set of information via the
recommendation interface comprises presenting the representation of the additional
participant to the friend via the recommendation interface; and
13 the recommendation interface comprises an interface clement that enables the friend

to recoramend the additional participant o the participant as a potential connection.

g. The computer-tmplemented method of claim 3, wherein:
the set of information comprises an interface of the social networking system that
20 visually indicates, when representing an additional user of the social networking system
within the social networking system, whether the additional user is also participating in the
dating service of the social networking system; and
the recommendation interface comprises an interface clement that enables the friend

to recommend the additional user to the participant as a potential connection when the

25 interface of the social networking system visually indicates that the additional user is also
participating in the dating service of the social networking system.
9. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein:
the computer-implemented method further comprises:
30 presenting the request for the friend of the participant to assist the participant

in making connections with other participants of the discovery service to the friend of the
participant; and

acquiring, from the friend of the participant, an approval of the request; and
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providing the friend with access to the portion of the set of information via the
recormnmendation interface compriscs providing the friend with access to the portion of the set
of information via the recommendation interface in response to acquiring the approval of the

request.
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10. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein identifving the set of
information comprises excluding, from the set of information, information regarding vsers of
the social networking system who are at feast one of:

friends of the participant; or

10 friends of the friend.

11. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further comprising preventing
the friend from viewing the set of information via the recornmendation interface after an
expiration of a predefined period of time.

15

12. The computer-iraplemented method of claim 1, further comprising preventing

the friend from making more than a predetermined armount of recommendations during a

predefined period of time.

20 13. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the friend is a relative

of the participant.

14. The computer-iraplemented method of claim 1, further comprising

recommending a user of the social networking system to the participant as a potential source

b
A

of recommendations.

15. The computer-implemented method of claim 14, wherein recommending the
user of the social networking system to the participant is based on at least one of:
previous experience of the user in making recommendations to assist participants of
30 the discovery service in making connections with other participants of the discovery service;
or

a relationship of the user to the participant.
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16. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving, from the participant in the discovery service of the social networking
system, an additional request for at least one additional friend of the participant to assist the

participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service; and
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while providing the friend of the participant with access to the set of information via
the recoraomendation interface, providing the additional friend of the participant with access
to the set of information via an additional recommendation interface that enables the
additional friend of the participant to make recommendations to the participant regarding the
set of information.

10

17. A system comprising:

a receiving module, stored in memaory, that receives, from a participant in a discovery
service of a social networking system, a request for a friend of the participant to assist the
participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service;

13 an identifying module, stored in memory, that identifies at least one sct of information
that is associated with the discovery service and that is designated as private to the
participant;

a providing module, stored in memaory, that provides the friend of the participant with
access to at least a portion of the set of information via a recommendation interface that

20 enables the friend of the participant to rnake reconminendations to the participant regarding the

set of information to assist the participant in making connections with other participants of

the discovery service; and
at least one physical processor that executes the receiving module, the identifying

module, and the providing module.

25
18. The system of claim 17, wherein the receiving module further receives a
recommendation regarding the set of information from the friend via the recommendation
interface.
30 19. The system of claim 17, wherein the identifying module identifies the set of

information by excloding, from the set of information, information regarding users of the
social networking system who are at least one of:
friends of the participant; or

friends of the friend.
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20. A computer-readable medium comprising:
computer-readable instructions that, when cxecuted by at Ieast one processor of a
computing system, cause the computing system to:

receive, from a participant in a discovery service of a social networking

|91

system, a request for a friend of the participant to assist the participant in making connections
with other participants of the discovery service;

identify at least one set of information that is associated with the discovery
service and that is designated as private to the participant; and

provide the friend of the participant with access to at least a portion of the set
10 of information via a recommendation interface that enables the friend of the participant to
make recommendations to the participant regarding the set of information to assist the

participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service.

21. A computer-implemented method comprising:

13 receiving, from a participant in a discovery service of a social networking system, a
request for a friend of the participant to assist the participant in making connections with
other participants of the discovery service;

identifying at least one set of information that is associated with the discovery service
and that is designated as private to the participant; and

20 providing the friend of the participant with access to at least a portion of the set of
information via a reconmnendation interface that enables the friend of the participant to make
recornmendations to the participant regarding the set of information to assist the participant in
making connections with other participants of the discovery service.

22. The computer-implemented method of claim 21, turther comprising receiving

b
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a recommendation regarding the set of information from: the friend via the recommendation

mterface.

23. The computer-implemented method of claim 21 or 22, wherein the discovery
30 service of the social networking system comprises a dating service of the social networking

system.

24. The computer-implemented rethod of clairn 23, wherein the set of

information comprises at Jeast one of:
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a dating profile of the participant;
a representation of at least one additional participant in the dating service of the social
networking systern; or

an interface of the social networking system that vispally indicates, when representing
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an additional user of the social networking system within the social networking system,
whether the additional user is also participating in the dating service of the social networking

system.

25. The computer-implemented method of claim 23 or 24, wherein:
10 the set of information comprises a dating profile of the participant; and
the recommendation interface comprises at least one interface clement that enables
the friend of the participant to recomumend at Icast one change to the dating profile to the
participant;
optionally, wherein the interface element comprises an editing nterface that enables

13 the friend to edit the dating protile of the participant.

26. The computer-iraplemented method of any of claims 23 to 25, wherein:
the set of information compriscs a representation of at least one additional participant
in the dating service of the social networking systeny;

20 providing the friend with aceess to af least a portion of the set of information via the
recommendation interface comprises presenting the representation of the additional
participant to the friend via the recommendation interface; and

the recommendation interface comprises an interface clement that enables the friend

to recommend the additional participant to the participant as a potential connection.

b
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27. The computer-implemented method of any of clatms 23 1o 26, wherein:

the set of information comprises an interface of the social networking system that
visually indicates, when representing an additional user of the social networking system
within the social networking sysiem, whether the additional user is also participating in the

30 dating service of the social networking system; and

the recommendation interface comprises an interface element that enables the friend
to reconunend the additional user to the participant as a potential connection when the
interface of the social networking system visually indicates that the additional user is also

participating in the dating service of the social networking system.
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28. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 21 to 27, wherein:
the computer-implemented method further comprises:
presenting the request for the friend of the participant to assist the participant

in making connections with other participants of the discovery service to the friend of the

|91

participant; and
acquiring, from the friend of the participant, an approval of the request; and
providing the friend with aceess to the portion of the set of information via the
recommendation interface compriscs providing the friend with access to the portion of the set
of information via the reconmmmendation interface in response to acquiring the approval of the

10 request.

29, The computer-tmplemented method of any of claims 21 to 28, wherein
identifying the set of information comprises excluding, from the set of information,
information regarding users of the social networking systermn who are at least one of:

13 friends of the participant; or

friends of the friend.

30. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 21 to 29, firther
comprising preventing the friend from viewing the set of information via the recommmendation
20 interface after an expiration of a predefined period of time; and/or
further comprising preventing the friend from making more than a predetermined
arount of recomamendations during a predefined period of time; and/or

wherein the friend is a refative of the participant.

25 31. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 21 to 30, finther
comprising recommending a user of the social networking system to the participant as a
potential source of recommendations;

optionally, wherein recommending the user of the social networking system to the
participant is based on at least one of:

30 previous experience of the user in making recommendations to assist participants of
the discovery service in making connections with other participanis of the discovery service;
or

a relationship of the user to the participant.
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32. The computer-implemented method of any of claims 21 to 31, further
comprising:
receiving, from the participant in the discovery service of the social networking

system, an additional request for at least one additional friend of the participant to assist the

|91

participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service; and

while providing the friend of the participant with access to the set of information via
the recommendation interface, providing the additional friend of the participant with access
to the set of information via an additional recommendation interface that enables the
additional friend of the participant to make recommendations to the participant regarding the

10 set of information.

33. A system comprising:
a receiving module, stored in memory, that receives, from a participant in a discovery
service of a social networking system, a request for a friend of the participant to assist the
15 participant in making connections with other participants of the discovery service;
an identifying module, stored in memory, that identifics at least one set of information
that is associated with the discovery service and that is designated as private to the
participant;
a providing module, stored in memaory, that provides the friend of the participant with
20 access to at least a portion of the set of information via a recoromendation interface that
enables the friend of the participant to make recommendations to the participant regarding the
set of information to assist the participant in making connections with other participants of
the discovery service; and

at least one physical processor that executes the veceiving module, the identifying

25  module, and the providing module.

34, The system of clairm 33, wherein the receiving module further receives a
recommendation regarding the set of information from the friend via the recommendation
interface: andfor

30 wherein the identifyving module identifies the set of information by excluding, from

the set of wnformation, information regarding vsers of the social networking system
who are at least one of:
friends of the participant; or

friends of the friend.

40



|91

10

WO 2019/178298 PCT/US2019/022152

35. A computer-readable medium comprising:
computer-readable instructions that, when cxecuted by at Ieast one processor of a
computing system, cause the computing system to perform the computer-implemented
method of any of claims 21 to 32 or to:
receive, from a participant in a discovery service of a social networking
system, a request for a friend of the participant to assist the participant in making connections
with other participants of the discovery service;
identity at lcast one set of information that is associated with the discovery
service and that is designated as private to the participant; and
provide the friend of the participant with access to at least a portion of the set of information
via a recommendation interface that enables the friend of the participant to make
recommendations to the participant regarding the set of information to assist the participant in

making connections with other participants of the discovery service.

41
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