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The main chjects of this inveation are:
First, to provide an improved table of the type

‘having a top compartment in which a plurality

of hinged panels are normally housed, the top
panels being adapted to be opened to increase
the area of the top.

Second, to provide a spring operated mecha-
nism concealed within the top compartment for
elevating the top pansis when released, this
mechanism being simple and economical in its

- parts and very effective in operation.

Third, to provide a manually releasable latch
acting to hold the top panel within the top com-
partment against the force of the spring eject-
ing mechanism..

Fourth, to provide a table of the foregoing
character which is easy to assemble.

Objects relating to details and economies of
my invention will appear from the description
to follow. The invention is defined and pointed
out in the claims.

A structure which is a preferred embodiment
of my invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an occasional
table embodying features of my invention, the
dotted Iines showing the top in open position.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse
section taken on a line corresponding to line
2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of g table showing the
top panels in an intermediate position, the dotted
lines showing the final open position of the upper
panel.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of my top panel

- slide and elevating mechanism,

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary longitudinal section.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse
section taken on g line corresponding to line 6—§
of Fig. 7.

Fig. 7 is a view mainly in top plan of the latch
taken on a line corresponding to line T—7 of
Fig. 6.

Pig. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary view in sec-
tien taken on a line corresponding to line 8—8
of Fig. 3.

Referring to the drawings, ¢ in general is an
occasional, room or console tahle having a top
compartment 2 mounted on legs 3, the top com-~
partiment comprising a bottom member 4, side
walls §, and end walls 6. A pair of top panels
T and 8 are normally disposed within the com-
partment, the upper panel 7 having an orna-
mental flange 8 resting on the side and end
walls and blending with the external design of

(CL 311—67)

the top to give the table an ornamental and at-
tractive appearance. '

The inner top panel 8 is provided with slides
10 having outwardly facing tongues § {, the slides
being secured to the under surface of the banel &
by means of screws §2. The slides i0 are adapted
to rest and slide on the end slideway members
13 which have inwardly facing grooves {4 re-
ceiving the tongues {i. The ends of the way
members I3 are provided with tongues or keys 107
5 projecting into the vertical slots 1§ of the
uprights !7 of the support {8, the suppert being
of substantially U-shape as shown, there being
& support disposed at each end of the compart-
ment 2, The way member {3 is urged upwardly 15
by a bowed leaf spring {9 spot welded at 20 to
the center of the base 21 of the support. The
arms 22 of the spring are curved upwardly as
shown to elevate both sides of the way member
at the same level so as to prevent binding of the 20
parts.

The supports are secured to the bottom mem-
ber 4 of the compartment by means of bolts 23
having nuts 24 exposed for manipulating the
connection. The bolts are splined or otherwise 25
connected to the webs of the supports in the
cpenings 25 so that the nuts 28 alone may
be turned to tighten or release the connection.
This provides a very simple assembly, the way
member 13, support 18 and spring {9 constituting 30
8 pre-assembled unit 46. In assembling the
parts, the units 40 are merely positioned under
the inner panel 8 to engage the grooves !4 with
the tongues 11, and slipped into the compart-
ment 2 with the bolts projecting through the 35
holes 26 provided therefor in the bottom mem-
ber 4, the nufs 24 being finally screwed on the
lower ends of the bolts.

With the parts arranged in the foregoing man-
ner, the arms 22 of the springs {9 act to hold 40
the top panels in elevated position above the -
compartment 2, as shown by Figs. 3 and 5. With
the top panels in such position, they are free to-
slide transversely of the table to the position
indicated by Fig. 3. With the top panels in this 45
position, the upper one T may be swung through
an arc of 180° to extend or open the top,. the
top panels T and § being hinged together. for
this purpose by means of the disappearing hinges
21.  With the top panels in open position, the 50
table is converted into an attractive and service-
able bridge, tea or Iuncheon table.

For holding the top panels within the top coms-
partment against the elevating force of  the
springs- 19, I providé-a manually releasable latch 55




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

a5

- those skilled in the art to embody or adapt my

50

55"

60"

65

70"

75"

2
comprising a keeper 28 and a latch member 29
disposed under the bottom member & of the top
compartment. The latch member 29 is pivoted
at 30 to the latch housing 2! which is mounted
under the bottom member 4, the lat¢ch member
having a handle 32 projecting externally of the
housing. Within the housing is disposed a leaf
spring 34 which acts to urge the latching mem-
ber into the mouth 35 of the keeper 28, the latter
being mounted on the lower panel § for projection
through the opening 36 in the bottom member 4
and having a cammed surface 37 for refracting
the latch member to latch the parts when the
top panels are depressed within the compart-
ment, )

The mouth of the keeper is provided with an
inclined offset 38 which acts to clamp the parts
together in a very effective manner when the
handle 82 of the latch member is manually ad-
vanced. When the handle 32 is actuated to re-
tract the latch member and release the keeper,
the springs 19 elevate the top panels out of the
compartment automatically as described above.
Thus, the table may be quickly and readily con-
verted from a library type to a bridge, tea table
table type, or vice versa.

From the foregoing description of my inven-
tion, it will be apparent to those skilled in the
art that I provide a table of the character set
forth which is simple and economical in its parts
and very attractive in appearance, the elevating
mechanism being entirely concealed and -out of
the way. With my latch, the parts of the top
can be effectively clamped together and rattling
is thereby prevented, a very substantial and solid
top being provided for the table. With the panels
in open position providing a table of the bridge
type, there is a very effective connection between
the parts of the top, making a very serviceable
table and one which is well balanced.

I have illustrated and described my improve-
ments in an embodiment which I have found
very practical. I have not attempted to illus-
trate or describe other embodiments or adapta-
tions as it is believed this disclosure will enable

improvements as may be desired.

Although I have shown and described a certain
specific embodiment of my invention, I am fully
aware that many modifications thereof are pos-
sible. My invention is therefore not to be re-
stricted except insofar as is necessitated by the
prior art and by the spirit of the appended
claims. .

Having thus described my invention, what I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is:

1. In a table, the combination of a top com-
partment having a bottom member and side and
end walls, a pair of hinged top panels adapted
to collapse within said compartment when folded
into overlapping relation and centered relative
to the compartment, the inner panel having slides
provided with ocutwardly extending tongues, end
way members for said slides having inwardly
facing. grooves receiving said tongues, supporis
of substantially U-shape disposed within the ends
of ‘said compartment with the arms thereof co-
acting with the ends of said way members to
guide and limit the vertical movement thereof,
leaf springs welded to the webs of said supports
and acting to urge said way members upwardly,
bolts connecting the webs of said supports to
the bottom member of said compartment, said
bolts being exposed for manipulation under said
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bottom member and constituting externally ac-
cessible connections between said top panels and
said compartment, and manually releasable latch
means acting to hold said top panels within said
compartment against the force of said springs. &

9. In a table, the combination of a fop com-
partment having a bottom member and side and
end walls, hinged top panels adapted to collapse
within said compartment when folded into over-
lapping relation and centered relative to the 10
compartment, the inner panel having slides pro-
vided with cutwardly extending tongues, end way
members for said slides having inwardly facing
grooves receiving said tongues, supports of sub-
stantially U-shape disposed within the ends of 15
said compartment with the arms thereof co-
acting with the ends of said way members to
guide and limit the vertical movement thereof,
leaf springs mounted on the webs of said sup-
ports and acting to urge said way members up- 20
wardly, bolts connecting the webs of said sup-
ports to the bottom member of said compartment,
said bolts being exposed for manipulation under
said bottom member, and releasable latch means
acting to hold said top panels within said com- 25
partment against the force of said springs.

3. In a table, the combination of a top com-
partment having a bottom member and side and
end wallg, a plurality of hinged top panels adapted
to collapse within said compartment when folded 30 ‘
into cverlapping relation, the inner panel having
slides, end way members for said slides, supports
of substantially U-shape disposed within the ends
of said compartment with the arms thereof co-
acting with the ends of said way members to guide 35
and limit the vertical movement thereoif, springs
mounted on the webs of said supports and acting
to urge said way members upwardly, means con-
necting the webs of said supports fo the bottom
member of said compartment, said means being 40 :
exposed for manipulaticn under said bottom
member, and a latch acting to hold said top panels
within said compartment against the force of
said springs. )
- 4. Tn a table, the combination of a top com- 45~
partment having a bottom member and side and
end walls, a plurality of hinged top panels adapted
to collapse within said compartment when folded
into overlapping relation, the inner panel having
slides, end way members for said slides, supports 50
disposed within the ends of said compartment and
coacting with said way members to guide and
limit the vertical movement thereof, springs
mounted on said supports and acting to urge said
way members upwardly, means connecting the 53
webs of said supports to the bottom member of
said compartment, said means being exposed for
manipulation under said bottom member, and a
latch acting to hold said top panels within said
compartment against the force of said springs. 60

5. Tn a table, the combination of a compart-~
ment having a bottom member and side and end
walls, o pair of hinged top panels adapted to fit
within said compartment when folded intc over-
lapping relation, the inner panel having slides, 65
ways for said slides, supports of substantially U-
shape disposed within the ends of said compart-
ment with the arms thereof coacting with the
ends of said way members to guide and limit the
vertical movement thereof, leaf springs fixed to 70
the webs of said supports and acting o urge said
way members upwardly, and bolts connecting the
webs of said supports to the bottom member of
said comnartment, said bolts being exposed for
manipulation under said bottom member and con- 75
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stituting- externally accessible connections be-
tween said top panels and said compartmens.

6. In g table, the combination of a compart-
ment having a bottom member and side and end
walls, hinged top panels adapied to fit within said
compartment when folded into overlapping rela-
tion, the inner panel having siides, ways for said
slides, supports of substantially U-shape disposed
within the ends of said compartment with the
arms thereof coacting with the ends of said way
meinbers. to guide and limit the vertical move-
ment thereof, springs fixed to the webs of said
supports and acting to urge said way members up-
wardly, and bolts connecting the webs of said sup-
ports to the bottom member of said compartment.

7. In a table, the combination of a compart-
ment having a bottom member and side and end
walls; hinged top panels adapted to fit within said
compartment when folded into overlapping rela-
tion, the inner panel having slides, way members
for said slides, metal supports of substantially U-
shape secured within the ends of said compart-
ment with the arms thereof coacting with the
ends of said way members to guide and limit the
vertical movement thereof, the webs of said sup-
ports overlapping said bottom member and the
arms thereof overlapping said side walls, and
springs fixed to the webs of said supports and
acting to urge said way members upwardly.

8. In a table, the combination of a top com-
partment having a bottom member and side and
end walls, a pair of hinged top panels adapted to
collapse within said compartment when folded
into overlapping relation, spring means acting to
urge said top panels out of said compartment, the
bottom member having an opening, 3 latch hous-
ing mounted under said bottom member, a latch
member piveted to said housing and having a
handle extending externally thereof, a leaf spring
urging said latch member te latching position,
and a keeper mounted on the bottom one of said
top panels and depending through said opening
for coaction with said latch member to hold the
top panels within said compartment against the
force of said spring means, said keeper having a
cammed portion for retracting said latch member
to latch the parts when the top panels are de-
pressed within the compartment.

9. In a table, the combination of a top com-
partment having a bottom member and side and
end walls, hinged top panels adapted to collapse
within said compartment when folded into over-
lapping relation, spring means acting to urge said
top panels out of said compartment, the bottom
member having an opening, a latch housing
mounted under said- bottom member, a latch
member pivoted to said heousing and having a
handle extending externally thereof, a spring urg-
ing said latch member to latching position, and a
keeper mounted on the bottom one of said top
panels and depending through said opening for
coaction with said latch member to hold the top
panels within said compartment against the force
of said spring means.

10. In a table, the combination of a compart-
ment having a bottom member and side and end
walls, hinged top panels adapted to fit within said
compartment when folded into overlapping re-
lation, spring means acting to urge said top
panels out of said compartment, the bottom
member having an opening, a latch housing
mounted under said bottom member, a latch
member pivoted to said housing and having a
handle extending externally thereof, a spring urg-
ing said latch member to latching position, and a

keeper mounted on the bottom one of said top
panels and depending through said opening for
coaction with said latch member to hold the top
panels within said compartment «.gainst the force
of said  spring means, said keeper having a
cammed mouth portion for coaction with the
latch member to tightly clamp the top panels
within the compartment when the latch member
is fully actuated.

11. In o table, the combination of a compart-
ment ha,mmr a bottom member and side and end
wails, hinged top panels adapted to fit within
said compartment when folded into overlapping
relation, spring means acting to urge said top
panels out of said compartment, the bottom
member having an opening, a latch member, a
spring urging said latch member to latching po-
sition, and a keeper mounted on the bottom one
of sald top panels and depending through said
opening for coaction with said latch member to
hold the tep panels within said compartment
against the force of said spring means, said
keeper having a cammed mouth portion for co-
action with the latch member to tightly clamp
the top panels within the compartment when
the latch member is fully actuated.

12. In a table, the combination of a compart-
ment having a bottom member and side and end
walls, hinged top panels adapted to fit within
sald compartment when folded into overlapping
relation, a latch member, a spring urging said
latch member to latching position, and a keeper
mounted on the bottom one of said top panels
and depending through said opening for coaction
with said latch member to hold the top panels
within said compartment, said keeper having a
cammed mouth portion for coaction with the
latch member to tightly clamp the top panels
within the compartment when the latch mem-
ber is fully actuated.

13. In a table, the combination of a top com-
partment having a bottom member, a top panel
adapted to fit within said compartment, spring
means acting to urge said top panel out of said
compartment, the bottom member having an
opening, a latch housing mounted under said
hottom member, a latch member pivoted to said
housing and having a handle extending exter-
nally thereof, a spring urging said latch member
to latching position, and a keeper mounted on
said top panel and depending through said open-
ing for coaction with said latch member to hold
the top panel! within said compartment against
the force of said spring means, said keeper hav-
ing a cammed portion for retracting said latch
member to latch the parts when the top panel is
depressed within the compartment.

14. In a table, the combination of a top com-
partment having a bottom member, a top panel
adapted to fit within said compartment, spring
means acting to urge said top panel out of said
compartment, the botiom member having an
opening, a latch housing mounted under said
bottom member, a latch member pivoted to said
housing and having a handle extending exter-
nally thereof, and a keeper mounted on said top
panel and depending through said opening for
coaction with said latch member to hold the
top panel within said compartment agamst the
force of said spring means.

15. In a table having an upwardly opening
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said means comprising a pair of spaced top ele-
vating units mounted within sdid compartment
and under said top, and means securing said
units in place in said compartment, said last
named means being accessible for manipulation
from Dbelow said compartment, the elevating
units being connected to said top by lateral
groove and tongue connections.

16. In a table having an upwardly opening
compartment having a closed bottom, -a top
adapted to fit within said compartment, and
means aching to automatically elevate said top
out of said compartment when set in operation,

said means comprising spaced top elevating units

mounted within said compartment and under
said top, and means securing said units in place
in said compartment, said last named means be-
ing accessible for manipulation from below said
compartment.

17. In a table top -elevating mechanism, the
combination of a slide bar adapted to be secured
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to the bottom of the table top and having a lat-
eral tongue at the lower edge thereof, and a unit
comprising a support of U-shape having vertical
slots in the arms thereof, a way member for said
slide bar having a groove receiving said tongue,
the way member being provided at its ends with

keys coacting with said slots in the arms of said’

support, and spring means disposed between said

way member and the web of said support for:

urging the same apart.

18. In a table top elevating mechanism, the
combination of a slide bar adapted to be secured
to the bottom of the table top, and a unit com-~
prising a support of U-shape having vertical slots
in the arms thereof, a way member for said slide
bar, the way member being provided at its ends
with keys coacting with said slots in the arms of
said support, and spring means disposed between
said way member and the web of said support
for urging the same apart.

DANIEL F. FERNEY.
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