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(54) Title: SURGICAL IMPLANTS AND TOOLS FOR TREATING PELVIC CONDITIONS
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(57) Abstract: Described are pelvic implants (e.g., urinary incontinence sling, hammock, etc.) that provide treatment for pelvic
floor disorders such as incontinence, stress urinary incontinence, prolapse (e.g., cystocele, enterocele, rectocele, vault prolapse),
fecal incontinence, and the like, wherein the implant involves the ability to adjust dimensions of an implant before, during, or after
implantation. In a preferred embodiment the implant (680) comprises a support portion piece (682) and an extension portion piece
(688, 690) adjustably connected to the support portion piece through a frictional adjusting element (696) comprising an aperture

through which a segment of extension portion extends.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210 .

.Continuation of Box II.1:

Claims Nos.: 38-43.

Methods of treating a pelvic condition according to claims 38-43 of the
present international application include surgical steps.

Therefore, claims 38-43 relate to subject-matter considered by this
Authority to be covered by the provisions of Rule 39.1(iv) PCT, and no
International Search Report will be established with respect to the
subject-matter of these claims (Articie 17(2)(a)(i) PCT).
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BoxNo.ll Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheef)

This intetnational search report has not been established in respact of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.: .38—43

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

2. ]:l Claims Nos.: .
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an extent that no meaningfu! international search can be carried out, speclfically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No.lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

‘This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as foliows:

see additional sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
claims.
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2. ]:‘ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely pald by the applicant, this international search reporicovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

see additional sheet(s)

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

. |:|The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

l:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first shest (2)) (April 2005)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-22

a multi-piece pelvic implant comprising a support portion
piece and an extension portion piece adjustably connected to
the support portion piece

2. claim: 23

a surgical implant for treating a pelvic condition
comprising a tissue support portion including multiple -
layers of material and an extension portion

[

3. claims: 24-25

a surgical implant for treating a pelvic condition
comprising a tissue support portion and an extension portion
with a tissue fastener at a distal end of the extension
portion :

4. claims: 26-29

a surgical implant comprising a support portion, an
extension portion and a self-fixating tip, and a tool to
install the implant comprising a finger cot and an end tip
to engage the self-fixating tip of the implant

5. claims: 30-32

a surgical implant comprising a support portion, an
extension portion, and a self-fixating tip and a tool to
install the implant comprising a handle and an elongated
curved shaft comprising an end tip to engage the
se1f-fixating tip of the implant

6. claims: 33-34

a surgical implant comprising a support portion, an
extension portion and a self-fixating tip, and a tool to
install the implant comprising a handle, an elongated shaft
and a plvoting loop portion comprising a tip to engage the
self-fixating tip of the implant

7. claims: 35-37

a surgical tool to implant a pelvic implant, the tool
comprising a handle, a cannula, and a shape memory wire
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