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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Gusrav GoERE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain Improvements
in Bag-Fasteners, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates more especially to
catches for the ends of a bag frame, or upon
the ends of a bag frame near the corners
thereof, although it can of course be em-
ployed anywhere that it is adapted to be
used.

The objects of the invention are to secure
such side catches which will always lock au-
tomatically when the bag is closed; to at
the same time have said catches when un-
locked remain in unlocked position until the
jaws of the bag are separated; to thus in-
sure against inadvertently leaving the side
catches of a bag unfastened, and to prevent
loss or theft; to obtain a simple construc-
tion, not liable to get out of order ner ex-
pensive to manufacture; to avoid materially
changing the shape and appearance of side
catches now in use, and to obtain other ad-
vantages and results as may be brought out
in_the following description.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like numerals of reference indicate
the same parts throughout the several fi res,
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a bag frame
having my improved catches applied thereto,
the bag frame being closed and one of the
side catches in unlocked position; Fig. 2isa
central vertical longitudinal section of one
of the catches in locked position; Fig. 3 is
a similar section of the catch in unlocked
position; Fig. 4 is a side view of the shell
of the slide, and Fig. 5 is an end view of
the same; Fig. 6 is a side view of the attach-
ing portion of the slide, and Fig. 7 is an
end view of the same; Fig. 8 is a side view
of the base of the female catch member, and
Fig. 9 is an end view of the same; Fig. 10
is a perspective view of a certain resilient
detent forming part of my invention; Fig.
11 is an underneath view of a certain sliding
plate, and Fig. 12 is an edge view of the
same; Fig. 13 is a plan of the base; Fig. 14
is a cross-section of the catch taken on line
A—A of Fig. 3, and showing the bag frame,
and Fig. 15 is a perspective view of the male
catch member or tongue.

In said drawings, 1 and 2 indicate the

hinged sections of a bag frame of ordinary
and well-known construction, both formed
of angle iron, and one, as 2, adapted to close
within the other. Said other frame section
1 has at its middle a female fastening mem-
ber 3 adapted to receive a male member 4
with suitable tongues, upon the frame sec-
tion 2. Near the opposite ends of the bag
frame are my improved catches, each com-
prising a female catch member 5 upon the
frame section 1 adapted to receive and lock
with a male member 6 on the other frame
section 2, said male member havine a tongoue,
7, to enter the side of the fema%e locking
member, as is common in catches. Said
tongue is flat and horizontally disposed, with
a lateral notch 8 in its edge toward the end
of the bag frame for lockin purposes. Said
tongue also has a shoulder 9 facing to-
ward said notch, to receive a certain detent
hereinafter described in connection with the
female catch member. This shoulder 9 is
shown as formed by stamping or filing a
longitudinal groove in the tongue, but ob-
viously it might be made in any other suit-
able manner.

The female locking member 5 comprises
a base 10 adapted to be seated upon the top
of the frame section and secured thereto by
marginal lugs 11 extending through slots
in said frame, as is common. The said base
is a hollow box-like member seated at its
edges upon the frame section 1, and the top
of said base is flat to provide a slideway
for a slide 12. Said slide comprises a hol-
low box-like portion 13 resting at its edges
upon said base, and in said shell is an at-
taching portion 14 comprising a piece of
sheet-metal doubled into U-shape trans-
versely, and terminating at its edges flush
with the edges of the slide, except for cer-
tain marginal lugs 15 which are adapted to
project down through slots 16 in the base
and bend over to slidably attach said slide
tosaid base. The said slots16 are long enough
for the slide to have a limited longitudinal
sliding motion, and against the top of the
base 10, inside the same, is a plate 17, which
is reduced or recessed, as at 18, so as to allow
the marginal lugs 15 of the slide to pass
therethrough and be bent over onto said
plate. The plate is thus held fixed with
respect to the slide 12, and moves with the
same. Said sliding plate 17 has a down-
turned lug 19 at one edge, which lug is
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adapted to enter edgewise the notch 8 in the
male catch member or tongue 6 when the
slide 12 is in normal central position upon
the base 10, as shown in Fig. 2. Said tongue

g 6 enters through an opening 20 in the side
wall of the base 10, and a coiled spring 21
normally holds the said locking plate in
locking position. Said spring 21 is between
the end of the base 10 and the adjacent end

10 of the sliding plate 17, and held against
escape in any suitable manner, as by a re-
duced cxtension or finger 22 on the plate to
receive the spring.

A bottom 23 preferably closes the cavity

15 of the hollow body portion 10, and lies flat
on the bag frame section 1 in use.

Obviously, a catch constructed as thus far
described would have to be positively held
unlocked or with its slide 12 in unlocked

20 position, until the male tongue 6 is with-
drawn, and where there are two of these
end catches on a bag, as well as a middle
fastener, it is practically impossible for a
person to open the bag under ordinary con-

95 ditions. On the other hand, if the springs
21, 21 be omitted, so that the slides 12, 12
have to be positively pushed into locking
position, the user forgets to do this after
closing the bag, and the end catches are ren-

30 dered useless. It is to secure an automatic
locking upon merely closing the bag, and
also at the same time a catch whose slide
will remain in unlocked position, when
pushed there, until the catch members are

35 separated in opening the baﬁ, that is the
object of my invention. T 1s is accom-
plished in my invention by roviding a de-
tent which sliding of the slide in releasing
or opening the catch caused to engage with

40 the tongue 6 to hold the slide retracted until
the catch members separate or the male
catch member or tongue is withdrawn. I
have shown a detent engaging the shoulder
9 already described, as a simple representa-

45 tive construction, but obviously various other

' engaging means could be provided. The
detent itself could also be variously con-
structed, but T have shown it consisting of
a leaf spring 24 fastened at one end to the

60 slide 12 inside the same and carrying at its
free end a spur 25 adapted to engage said
shoulder 9. This spur 25 projects through a
slot 26 in the sliding plate 17, which sup-
ports it laterally, and a longer slot 27 1n

55 the top of the base to permit sliding of the
slide and parts carried thereby.

In operation, the slides of the two end
catches of a bag are released or unlocked by
pushing them oppositely apart. They stay

60 in such released or unlocEed position be-
cause of the detents which engage the male
catch members or tongues, as shown, and the
main middle fastener can be manipulated
with convenience. As soon as said middle

65 fastener is released, the bag frame sections

are pulled apart or open, which frees the
tongues 6 from the detents and allows the
dlides to be returned to normal locking po-
sition by means of the springs 21. The end
catehes are thus in position to automatically yo
lock upon bringing the male catch member
and female catch member together.

Undoubtedly the detent which I have de-
seribed can be used with catches of other
detail construction, and I do not wish to be g
understood as limiting myself by the show-
ing and description of catch herein. I in-
tend to protect the use of my improved de-
tent means with any catch to which it’can be
adapted. 80

While I have shown my invention as
applied to a hand-bag, I am aware that it
could be applied to the hinged sections of
various other containers ang intend to so
claim it. 85

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim is:

1. In a bag catch, the combination with a
male member and a female member adapted
to receive said male member having a lock- go
ing piece normally held in position to lock
said members together, of a detent adapted
to engage the male member when said lock-
ing piece is released and hold it released.

5. In a bag catch, the combination with a g5
male member and a female member adapted
to receive said male member having a lock-
ing piece normally held in position to lock
said members together, of a detent upon
said locking piece adapted to engage the 100
male member when said locking piece is
released.

3. In a bag catch, the combination with a
male member and a female member adapted
to receive said male member having a slide 105
normally held in position to lock said mem-
Ders together, of a detent upon said slide
adapted to engage the male member when
said slide is in unlocked position.

4. In a bag catch, the combination with a 110
male member and a female member adapted
to receive said male member having a slide
normally held in position to lock said mem-
bers together, of a leaf spring on said slide
having means at its free end to engage the 115
said male member when the slide is 1n un-
locked position and hold it there.

5. In a bag catch, the combination with a
male member and a female member adapted
to receive said male member having a lock- 120
ing piece movable transversely of said male
member and normally held in position to
lock said members together, of a detent on
said locking piece adapted to engage said
male member when the locking plece is in 125
unlocked position, said male member
adapted to release from said detent in sep-
arating the catch members.

6, In a bag catch, the combination with a
female member apertured at one side and a 130
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male member or tongue adapted to enter
said aperture, said male member or tongue
having a transverse stop and a longitudinal
shoulder and said female member having
a locking piece adapted to engage said trans-
verse stop, of a detent on said locking piece
adapted to engage =said longitudinal
shoulder when the locking piece 1s in un-
locked position.

7. In a bag catch, the combination with
a female member apertured at one side and
a male member or tongue adapted to enter
said aperture, said male member having a
transverse stop at one edge and a longitu-
dinal groove 1n its upper surface and said
female member having a locking piece
adapted to engage said transverse stop, of a
resilient detent on said locking piece adapted
to enter said groove when the locking piece
is in unlocked position.

8. In a bag catch, the combination with a
male member and a female member adapted
to receive said male member comprising a
base piece and a slide on said base piece
having means for engaging said male mem-
ber, of a resilient detent mounted on said
slide and projecting into said base piece to
engage the male member when said locking
piece is in unlocked position.

9. In & bag catch, the combination with a
male member and a female member com-
prising a base slotted at its top and aper-
tured at its side to receive the male member,
a slotted plate in said base adapted to en-
gage the male member and a slide on the

top of said base fixed to said locking plate
through slots in the base, of a resilient de-
tent mounted on said slide and projecting
through a slot in the base and a slot in the
locking plate and adapted to engage the
male member when said locking plate is in
unlocked position.

10. The combination with the hinged sec-
tions of a bag frame or the like, of a catch
comprising members on sald sections
adapted to lie in locking relation to each
other when the sections are closed, a lock-
ing piece on one section normally held in
position to lock said catch members to-
gether, and a detent for holding the lock-
Ing piece released and means for engaging
sald detent when the locking piece is re-
leased, said detent and engaging means ar-
rangeé one upon each of the said sections.

11. The combination with the hinged sec-
tions of a bag frame or the like, of a catch
comprising members on said sections
adapted to lie in locking relation to each
other when the sections are closed, a locking
piece on one section normally held in po-
sition to lock said catch members together,
a detent upon the said locking piece, and
means upon the other section for engaging
said detent when the locking piece is in
position to release the catch members.

GUSTAV GOERK.

‘Witnesses:
James Hobee
Russerr M. ]z*JVERE'm‘.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents cach, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”

40

45

50

55

60



