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To ail whom it may concern,:

Be it known that I, Mary T. Cavanavcw,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Salt Lake City, in the county of Salt Lake,
State of Utah, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Combination
Dust-Catchers; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and' exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
sweeping apparatus and more especially to
a dust catching receptacle adapted to be
pushed along in advance of the broom and
my object is to improve the construction and
increase the efficiency and utility of devices
of this character.

A further object is to provide a form of
dust catching receptacle which may be tele-
scoped to form a more compact article for
shipment or when not in use.

A further object is to provide wind-
breaks to prevent air current from blowing
back the dust toward the sweeper, and

A still further object is to provide baffles
or flies within the receptacle in order to keep
the air therein in a quiescent state and pre-
vent dust which has been swept in from be-
ing dislodged and carried out again by the
air gusts resulting from the motion of the
broom. It will also be understood that a
primary object which governs to some ex-
tent every other consideration is to provide
the simplest and least expensive construc-
tion possible consistent with efficiency, sight-
liness and durability.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in a certain construc-
tion, arrangement and combination of parts
as is hereinafter more fully described, spe-
cifically pointed out in the appended claims
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, which show a preferred embodiment
of the invention.

In these drawings which are attached to
and form a part of this application, Figure
11is a top plan view of my improved dust
catching receptacle in open position and
ready for use, part of the top being broken
away. Fig. 2is a side elevation of the same.
Fig. 3 is a front elevation showing the stag-
gered arrangement of the baffles. Fig. 4isa
front elevation of the device folded for stor-
age. Fig. 5 is a fragmental perspective of
one of the baffles.

*

Referring more specifically to these views,
in which similar reference numerals desig-
vate corresponding parts throughout, 1 in-
dicates in general the body of the receptacle
which is composed of the forwardly taper-
ing telescoping members 2 and 3, the latter
being adapted to slide into the former.
This sliding . contact is preferably secured
by means of tongues 4 on the upper and
lower faces of the member 3 co-acting with
channels 5 on the inner faces of the member
2, and in order to limit the outward exten-
sion of the two members stop pins 6 are se-
cured in the member 2 and adapted to en-
gage notches or apertures 7 in the faces of
the tongues 4. Similar apertures 77 adja-
cent the other extremities of the tongues
serve to latch the two sections in closed or
telescoped position. The side members of
the sections 2 and 3 are extended beyond the
end members 8 and in these extensions are
formed grooves 9 in which slide two plates
10 and 11. Latch pins 12 similar to those
previously described are used to secure the
plates 10 and 11 in either the extended posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1 or in the closed Pposition
of Fig. 4.

As seen in Figs. 1 and 2 the body section
1 is designed to lie with its length along the
floor and is movable thereover by providing
casters or rollers 13 secured to the bottom
face of the body sections adjacent the corners
thereof. It will be seen that by providing
these casters the body is raised somewhat
Trom the floor surface thus making it impog-
sible to sweep directly into the open end of
the receptacle. This difficulty is overcome by
providing a cover 14 which is hinged to the
body section 2 at 15, the hinges being coun-
ter-sunk to form a smooth inner surface.
The outer edge of the cover member 14 is
beveled as at 16 and it will be seen that
when this cover lies in the position shown
in Fig. 2 it forms a slanting platform con-
tacting closely with the floor in front. In
order to provide a similar platform for the
body section 8 a plate 17 is hinged at 18 to
the plate 14, the hinges being placed be-
neath the plates to enable the plate 17 to be
folded back over the plate 14 when the latter
is used as a cover.

. A plurality of baffle plates 19 are secured

1n a horizontal position on the inner faces

of the members 2 and 3, the plates being
preferably disposed in staggered relation as
shown in Fig. 8. The particular form of
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“baflle plates shown in the present construc-
tion comprises a sheet metal strip 20 having |

a series of transverse cuts 21 extending about
half way across its width, the tongues de-
fined by said cuts are alternately bent up

and down. By disposing a sufficient num-

ber of these baffles within the receptacle it
will be seen that air currents entering the
same will be effectually broken up.

In utilizing the dust catcher, it is opened
in to the position shown in Fig. 1 and dis-
posed in front of the point at which the
sweeping operations are to begin. The dust
is carried by the broom up on to the plat-
form 14 and its inertia is then relied upon
to carry it within the receptacle. As the
sweeping progresses the receptacle is moved
ahead of the broom by the foot of the
sweeper, a lug 25 being provided upon the
upper face of the platform to facilitate this
operation. It is usually considered desir-
able when sweeping to have windows and
doors open and in order to prevent the re-
sultant drafts from blowing back the dust
toward the sweeper the wings or wind-
breaks 10 and 11 are extended, and by re-
ferring to Fig. 8 of the drawings it will be
seen that the mouth of the receptacle is
completely guarded against currents from
the front..

The receptacle may be emptied by invert-
ing in the usual manner or it may be thor-
oughly cleaned out by releasing the stop
pins 7 which will permit of the telescoping
sections being separated. 'When not in use
the receptacle may be telescoped to ‘occupy
a smaller space, and for convenience in
storing the plate 17 may be arranged to
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hook over a nail so that the whole device
may be hung up out of the way.

What I claim is:

1. A dust catching receptacle, comprising
a pair of telescoping body sections open at
one end, a plate hinged to the open end of
one of said sections, and a second plate
hinged to the lateral edge of said first named
plate, whereby a compound cover member
is formed which serves as an extension plat-
form when the device is in use.

2. A dust catching receptacle, comprising
a body section open at one end, and ex-
tensible wings secured to said body section
and adapted to serve as wind-breaks.

3. A dust catching receptacle, comprising
a pair of telescoping body sections open at
one end, plates slidably secured to the other
end of said sections to form extensible
wings, means for retaining said plates in
the extended or closed position, and means
for retaining said body section in the tele-
scoped or open position.

4. A dust catching receptacle, comprising
a pair of telescoping body sections open at
one end, and a plurality of baffle plates ar-
ranged within each of said body sections,
the baffle plates of one body section being
adapted to pass between the baffle plates of
the other body section when said sections
are closed.

In testimony whereof, I affix my sig-
nature, in presence of two witnesses.

MARY T. CAVANAUGH.

Witnesses :
W. E. Couram,
H. W. CusHaIxe.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,

~ Washington, D. c.”
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