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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WINCENTY P. MEKLEMBURG, OF ADENA, OHIO. 

GARBAGE-RECEPTACLE, 

1,313,003. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Aug. 12, 1919. 
Application filed March 20, 1919. Serial No. 283,731. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WINCENTY P. MEK 

LEMBURG, a citizen of Poland, having de 
clared my intention to become a citizen of 
the United States of America, residing at 
Adena, in the county of Jefferson and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use ful Improvements in Garbage-Receptacles, 
of which the following is a specification. 
The primary object of the invention is the 

provision of a receptacle adapted for re 
maining normally closed but readily opened 
when desired for the deposit of garbage 
and other refuse therein, automatic closing 
means being provided therefor. 
A further object of the invention is the 

provision of a garbage receptacle sanitary 
in construction and easy and inexpensive to 
manufacture, the same being fireproof and 
normally closed for preventing the escape of 
gases and fumes therefrom. 
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My invention will now be fully described 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ing and in which like reference characters designate corresponding parts throughout 
the several views, 
In the drawing, - 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the inven 

tion partially broken away, upon a line ver 
tically and longitudinally thereof, 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the invention 
with a side portion broken away, 

Fig. 3 is a front elevation thereof, and 
Fig. 4 is a vertical transverse sectional 

view taken upon line IV-IV of Fig. 1. 
My invention provides a box. 10 rectangu 

lar in cross section preferably formed of 
metal or other fire-proof material with a 
sliding lid 11 upon the top thereof and with 
a hinged door 12 in one side of the box. 
An inwardly projecting flange 13 extends 

around three sides of the top or upper edge 
of the box 10 with the lid 11 slidably 
mounted beneath the flange 13 and upon a 
second flange or ledge 14 coextensive with 
and positioned beneath the flange 13. 

Coil springs 15 at the opposite sides of 
the box. 10 beneath the ledge 14 are con 
nected to the top 11 by means of pins 16 
carried by the top and extending through 
slots 17 in the said ledge 14. The springs 15 
normally hold the lid 11 in its closed posi 
tion, the said springs being compressed be 
tween the pins 16 and their point of attach 
ment 18 with the opposite forward end of 
the box. 10 when the lid 11 is opened. In 

Wardly projecting guides 19 are provided on 
the sides of the box. 10 beneath the ledge 14 
with the springs 15 between said guides 19 
and ledge. 60 

A handle 20 upon the lid 11 at the for 
ward end of the box. 10 may be grasped for 
drawing the lid 11 outwardly to its open 
position against the action of the springs 15, 
a spring pressed latch 21 being pivoted upon 
the front side of the box. 10 for engaging 
teeth 22 on the under side of the lid 11 when 
the lid is moved to its open position. A rod 
23 is transversely mounted in slotted 
brackets 24 upon the front Wall of the box 
10 engaging over the latch 21 and adapted 
to be forced inwardly for releasing the latch 
from the teeth 22 when it is desired to close 
the lid 11. The releasing of the latch 21 
over the lid permits the springs 15 to quickly 
shift the lid to its closed position as illus 
trated in the drawing. Refuse and garbage 
may be deposited in the box. 10 when the lid 
11 is open and upon closing the lid a tight 
seal is formed by the ledge 14 and flange 13 
preventing the escape of gases or smoke 
from the box. The door 12 may be opened 
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when desired for removing the contents of 
the box. The device possesses great strength 
and is safe and sanitary in construction. 
What I claim as new is:- 
1. A receptacle comprising a box having 

an open top with an inwardly projecting 
flange around three sides of the top of the 
box, an inwardy projecting ledge coexten 
sive with and positioned beneath said flange, 
guides carried by the sides of the box be 
neath the ledge, a tightly fitting lid slid 
ably positioned between said flange and 
ledge and automatic closing means for the 
lid when open positioned between the said 
ledge and guides. - 

2. A receptacle comprising a box having 
an open top with an inwardly projecting 
flange around three sides of the top of the 
box, an inwardly projecting ledge coexten 
sive with and positioned beneath said flange, 
a tightly fitting lid slidably positioned be 
tween said flange and ledge, guides beneath 
the side portions of said ledge, pins carried 
by the lid projecting through the ledge to 
a point adjacent said guides, springs be 
tween said ledge and guides with the for 
ward ends of the springs attached to the for 
ward sides of the box and the rearward ends 
of the springs attached to said pins, auto 
matic retaining means for the lid when open 
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and releasing means for the retaining means 
whereby the splings are adapted to automat 
ically close the lid. Y 

3. A galbage receptacle comprising a fire 
proof box having a hinged door on one side 
thereof, a U-shaped flange upon the upper 
open side of the box, a U-shaped ledge be 
neath said flange having vertical slots 
through the opposite sides of the ledge, op 

10 positely positioned guides beneath the oppo 
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site sides of the ledge, a lid slidably posi 
tioned between said flange and ledge, pins 
depending from said lid projecting through 
Said slots, closing springs for the lid between 
Said guides and the opposite sides of said 
ledge with its opposite ends secured to said 
pins and the front Wall of the box. 

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature. 

WINCENTY P. MEKLEMBURG, 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, D. C.' - . & . 
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