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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A trim panel for use in concealing the space provided 

between the ends of siding material on a building and 
corner framing members, window framing members and 
the like to enable the ends of the siding to be spaced from 
said framing members for allowing expansion and con 
traction of the siding material without buckling, bending 
or damage to the siding material itself. 

Various types of siding materials have been provided 
for covering the exterior of a building. One type of siding 
which has been extensively installed is shiplap siding 
constructed of aluminum or other metallic materials or 
non-metallic materials. Such siding material quite fre 
quently is placed over existing siding on a building to 
enhance the appearance characteristics of the building 
and also to enhance the weatherproofing characteristics, 
insulation characteristics and the like. Such siding, in some 
instances, includes a layer of insulation material on the 
inner surface thereof and when installing the siding, it 
is necessary to measure the distance between framing 
members, corners and the like in order to have the 
siding fit properly. There have been provided corner 
members to be associated with aluminum siding or the 
like which is attached to the existing wall of the building 
and receives the ends of the siding panel. However, due 
to the fact that existing buildings quite frequently are not 
square, it is rather difficult to fit the siding properly 
without measuring each individual piece. Further, due to 
expansion and contraction of the siding and the installa 
tion with the ends of the siding engaging the framing 
members, the siding quite frequently will be buckled or 
bent or otherwise damaged and will also produce sub 
stantial noise during the expansion and contraction. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a trim arrangement for shiplap siding which over 
laps and engages the outer surface of the siding adjacent 
the end thereof to enable the ends of the siding to be 
spaced from the framing members to allow expansion and 
contraction without buckling, bending or the like and to 
provide a finished appearance to the siding by virtue of 
the trim having a shape in configuration closely approach 
ing the exterior shape and configuration of the siding. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
trim in accordance with the preceding object for use in 
association with a window frame and siding material in 
which the window frame may be either completely en 
closed or left exposed. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

trim in accordance with the preceding objects including 
a corner member to extend around a corner of a building 
and be associated with a siding panel on two sides of the 
building. 

Still another feature of the present invention is the 
provision of trim for shiplap siding which is simple in 
construction, easy to assembly, long lasting and relatively 
inexpensive in construction and installation. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 

O 

30 

4) 

50 

55 

60 

O 

2 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of a portion of a 

building with siding material and the trim of the present 
invention installed thereon; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged fragmental perspective view 

of a corner portion of the building illustrating the re 
lationship of the trim to the siding and corner member; 
FIGURE 3 is a transverse, sectional view taken sub 

stantially upon a plane passing along section line 3-3 
of FIGURE 2 illustrating further structural details of 
this construction; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmental, enlarged partial perspective 

view of a window frame employing a trim member in 
accordance with this invention; 
FIGURE 5 is a transverse, sectional view taken sub 

stantially upon a plane passing along section line 5-5 
of FIGURE 4 illustrating further structural details there 
of; 
FIGURE 6 is a perspective view, with portions broken 

away, illustrating another type of trim associated with 
the window frame and siding; and 
FIGURE 7 is a transverse, sectional view taken sub 

stantially upon a plane passing along section line 7-7 
of FIGURE 6 illustrating further structural details there 
of. 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, a building 
such as a dwelling house or the like is generally desig 
nated by the numeral 10 and is provided with siding 
material such as aluminum shiplap siding panels 12 or 
the like which are in and of themselves conventional in 
construction and provided with a layer of insulating 
material 14 such as foam plastic or the like bonded to 
the inner surface thereof. The siding panels 12 includes 
an attaching flange 16 along the upper edge thereof for 
receiving nails or equivalent fasteners 18 for securing 
the siding panels 12 to an underlying sheathing 20 
which may be an existing exterior wall of the building 
or the like. Also, an outwardly projecting and down 
wardly inclined hook-like flange 22 is provided adjacent 
the attaching flange 16 for receiving the inturned hook 
like lower edge 24 on the siding panels 12 all of which 
represents conventional construction and installation. 
At the corner of a building, a corner framing mem 

ber generally designated by the numeral 26 is piovided 
which includes outer corner panels 28 and 30 oriented 
in right angular relation to each other with the outer 
edge of the panel 28 being reversely curved or bent as 
at 32 and the outer edge of the panel 30 being similarly 
reversely bent as at 34. Extending inwardly from the 
reversely curved portion 32 and 34 is a panel 36 inte 
gral with the panel 28 and reversely curved edge 32 and 
a panel 38 integral with the panel 30 and reversely 
curved edge 34 in which the panels 28, 30, 36 and 38 
define substantially a hollow vertical framing member. 
Extending outwardly from the edge of the panel 36 
is an attaching flange 40 and extending out from the 
panel 38 is an attaching flange 42 with the attaching 
flanges 40 and 42 being perpendicular to each other for 
engagement with adjacent surfaces of the corner of the 
sheathing or building wall 20 as illustrated in FIGURE 
3 and secured thereto by suitable fastening devices 
Such as nails or the like 44. 
The reversely curved edges 32 and 34 and associated 

panels 36 and 38 form outwardly facing channels to re 
ceive the ends of the siding panels 12. However, when 
the ends of the siding panels 12 are abutted against the 
panels 36 and 38, the expansion and contraction of the 
siding panels 12 causes not only buckling of the side 
panels 12 but also damage to the corner framing mem 
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ber 26 and also forms considerable noise during the ex 
pansion and contraction. 

In the present invention, the siding panels 12 are cut 
So that the ends thereof are spaced from the panels 36 
and 38 respectively as illustrated in FIGURE 3. While 
this eliminates buckling of the panels 12 and eliminates 
damage to the corner member 26, it leaves an exposed 
end at the panels 12 and permits water to enter this area 
and is also unsightly. Accordingly, the trim strip gen 
erally designated by the numeral 48 is provided which 
substantially is L-shaped in configuration or right angular 
in configuration with flanges 50 and 52 being at right 
angles to each other with the outside corner 54 thereof 
engaging the outside corner defined by the panels 28 and 
30. The panels 50 and 52 of the trim strip 48 are dis 
posed alongside of the panels 28 and 30 and are se 
cured to either or both of the panels 28 and 30 by rivets 
or other suitable fasteners 56. As illustrated in FIG 
URE 3, the panels 50 and 52 are substantially longer 
than the panels 28 and 30 respectively and are of Suf 
ficient length to terminate in overlying relation to the 
ends of the siding panels 12 even though the siding panels 
12 may be spaced from the panels 36 and 38. The re 
mote or free ends of the panels 50 and 52 of the trim 
strip 48 have an inturned flange 56 and 58 respectively 
formed thereon with the inner edge of the flange 56 and 
the inner edge of the flange 58 being notched or cut 
with inclined edge portions 60 which closely fit and 
conform with the exterior surface of the shiplap siding 
12 as illustrated in FIGURE. 2. Thus, the inner edge of 
the flanges 56 and 58 respectively closely engage the 
shiplap siding 12 to conceal the space between the ends 
of the siding 12 and the panels 36 and 38 on the corner 
framing member 26 and also prevent entry of water, 
Snow, ice, insects and the like. Thus, with this construc 
tion, contraction and expansion of the panels 12 may be 
compensated for while retaining the desirable appear 
ance characteristics of the aluminum siding or the like. 
This also enables the person installing the aluminum sid 
ing or the like to more easily install the siding inasmuch 
as the length of the aluminum siding does not have to 
be as precisely determined as is necessary were the alu 
minum siding to abut against either of the panels 36 
and 38. 
FIGURES 4 and 5 illustrate the structure employed 

at a window frame which is designated by the numeral 
62. In this construction, an L-shaped framing member 
generally designated by the numeral 64 is employed which 
includes an attaching flange 66 which is attached to 
the siding or sheathing 20 by suitable fasteners such 
as nails 68 and the like with the other flange 70 of the 
framing member 64 extending perpendicularly outward 
ly therefrom substantially adjacent the outwardly extend 
ing side surface of the window frame 62. The outer 
edge of the flange 70 is inclined away from the window 
frame and terminates in a reversely curved edge 72. 
In this construction, the siding panels 12 are spaced 
away from the flange 70 to permit expansion and con 
traction thereof and also to permit a standard length of 
siding panels to be employed even though the window 
frame 62 may be oriented in a manner that is not truly 
vertical. 
A trim strip generally designated by the numeral 74 

and being generally channel-shape in configuration is 
provided for bridging the space between the ends of the 
side panels 12 and the flange 70 on the framing mem 
ber 64. The trim strip includes an outer panel 76 gen 
erally parallel to the sheathing 20 and edge panels 78 
and 80 parallel to each other but perpendicular to the 
panel 76. The panel 78 extends between the flange 70 
and the window frame 62 and is secured thereto by a 
suitable rivet 82 thus permanently affixing the trim strip 
74 and the framing member 64. The flange or panel 80 
extends inwardly toward and may be in engagement with 
the panels 12 with the inner edge of the panel or flange 
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80 being notched as at 84 for close fitting engagement 
with the exterior surface of the shiplap siding as illus 
trated in FIGURE 4. 

Thus, with this construction, the framing member 60 
and the trim strip 74 may be installed against the window 
frame 62 and even though the window frame may not be 
plumb or square, the pieces of siding 12 disposed between 
the window frame 62 and the corner framing member 26 
may be cut to a standard length after a single measure 
ment and will be properly positioned thus eliminating the 
necessity of measuring each individual siding piece in the 
event either the window frame or the corner frame mem 
ber is not square or truly vertical. 

In this construction, the lower end of the framing 
member 64 as well as the lower end of the trim strip 74 
may terminate flush with the lower edge of the window 
sill 86 and the upper edge thereof may terminate flush with 
the top surface of the top frame member 88 or a lintel 
plate or the like. 
FIGURES 6 and 7 illustrate another type of trim strip 

generally designated by the numeral 90 which is asso 
ciated with a window frame 92 in the usual manner with 
the siding 12 attached to the sheathing or existing siding 
20 in the same manner as FIGURES 4 and 5 with the 
end of the siding 12 being spaced from the framing mem 
ber 92 as illustrated in FIGURE 7. 
The trim strip 90 includes a panel 94 of relatively wide 

construction and of a sufficient length to extend com 
pletely across the face of the framing member 92 and into 
overlapping relation to the end edge portion of the siding 
12. One edge of the panel 94 is provided with a laterally 
inwardly extending flange or panel 96 secured to the in 
terior edge of the frame member 92 by a fastener such as 
as nail 98 or the like. Similar fasteners or nails 100 se 
cure the panel 94 to the outer surface of the frame 
member 92. The other edge of the panel 94 is provided 
with and inwardly extending flange or panel 102 perpen 
dicular thereto having notches or inclined recesses 104 
formed therein to conform with and closely engage the 
exterior surface of the siding 12. 
The upper end of the trim strip 90 is provided with 

an inturned flange 106 which overlies the top plate or top 
frame member 108 and is engaged with or joined with the 
flange 102 at the outer edge thereof. The inner flange 96 is, 
of course, notched to receive the top frame member 108. 
At the bottom of the trim strip 90, the front panel 94 and 
the inner flange or panel 96 is notched or recessed at 110 
to fit around the window sill 112. 
The trim strips are provided with coating such as baked 

on enamel or the like of the same appearance charac 
teristics as the siding 12 or if desired, contrasting materials 
may be employed depending upon the desires of the par 
ticular homeowner or the like. 
With the present invention, the siding panels between 

the corner framing member and the window frame or 
door frame may be cut with a single measurement and 
will fit sufficiently close even though the window frame, 
door frame or corner frame member, either an inside or an 
outside corner is not perfectly vertical. The exterior panels 
of the trim strip having the inwardly extending flange 
or flanges thereon fitting and conforming with the exterior 
surface of the siding panels provides a neat appearance 
while yet retaining freedom of expansion and contraction 
of the siding panels which incidently is permitted because 
the nail holes which secure the siding panels to the under 
lying siding or sheathing are elongated to permit such 
novement. 
Both the top and bottom ends of the trim members 48 

and 74 may also be closed by suitable flanges or panels 
attached thereto in the form of caps which are separated 
from the trim members or the closure members may be 
integral therewith. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. In combination with a wooden wall of a building 

including a framing member projecting outwardly from 
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the surface of the wall and defining an opening therein, 
siding panels attached to the wall with the terminal ends 
thereof spaced from the framing member to enable expan 
sion and contraction of the panels relative thereto, a trim 
panel comprising a panel extending from the framing mem 
ber to a position overlying the ends of the siding panels, 
said trim panel having an inwardly extending flange ex 
tending toward the siding panels with the inner edge of 
the flange on the trim panel remote from the flange con 
figuration of the siding panels, but being free thereof to 
enable expansion and contraction of the siding panels 
longitudinally in relation to the trim panel and framing 
member to eliminate buckling of the siding panels. 

2. The structure as defined in claim 1 wherein said trim 
panel is of one-piece construction and substantially chan 
nel-shaped with in turned flanges at each edge thereot, 
the flange on the trim panel remote from the flange con 
forming with the siding panels being disposed against the 
side surface of the framing member remote from the sid 
ing panes, and the web of the trim panel overlying and 
being secured to the outer Surface of the framing mem 
ber. 

3. The structure as defined in claim 1 wherein said wall 
also includes a corner framing member opposed to the 
opening defining framing member with the siding panels 
spaced from the corner framing member, a corner trim 
panel of Substantially L-shaped configuration including two 
panels disposed perpendicular to each other, one of the 
perpendicular panels being secured on the outer surface 
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of the corner framing member, each of the panels of the 
L-shaped trim panel having inturned flanges overlying 
and conforming with the siding panels on opposite sides 
of the corner framing member with the siding panels being 
free of the trim panels. 

4. The structure as defined in claim 1 wherein said trim 
panel includes an L-shaped member having one flange se 
cured to the wall adjacent the framing member and a sec 
ond flange extending alongside the framing member and 
terminating outwardly beyond the edge of the framing 
member facing the siding panels, and a channel-shaped 
member having one flange extending between the framing 
member and the second flange on the L-shaped member 
and being Secured to said second flange, the other flange 
of the channel-shaped member overlying and conforming 
with the siding panels and being free of the siding panels. 
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