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3 Claims. (C. 2-228) 
This invention relates to an in proved forin of 

shorts suitarie for wear as an outer garment 
when participating in various sports such as 
Swimming, golfing, hiking, or the like, and noire 
particularly to shorts that provide the wearer 
with body support, the annount of which may be 
adjusted independently of the disposition of the 
waistline of the cutter portion of the garinent. 
It is therefore an object of this invention to 

provide an improved form of such shorts which 
are designed articularly for men's use, although 
not restricted thereto; to provide such a garmeist, 
which incorporates a pair of outer trunks and a 
relatively independent inner garment, the front 
portion of the waistline of which is independently 
adjustable with respect to the front portion of the 
Waistline of the outer trunks; to provide shorts 
comprising a pair of outer trunks and a relatively 
independent inner garment, the latter being pref 
erably removably Secured to said outer trunks so 
that it may be quickly and easily removed for 
drying separately, if desired, or for Washing or 
replacement with another Similar inier garrinent; 
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to provide a garnent which is exceptionally coin- . 
fortable and which always presents a neat, trim 
line at the point of contact of the outer trunks 
and the abdohen. Of the Wearer. 

Further oijects and advantages of this invein 
tion Will becoine evident as the description pro 
ceeds and from an examination of the accom 
panying drawings which illustrate one embodi 
ment of the invention and in which similar nu 
nerals refer to Similar parts throughout the Sey 
eral VieWS. 

In the drawings: 
Figure is a view in front elevation of one forn 

of garment, eabodying the invention; 
Figure 2 is a view invertical cross-section taken 

along the line 2-2 of Figure 1, illustrating the 
relative disposition of the outer trilinks and the 
inner garment; 

Figure 3 is a sectional view of the gainent 
shown in Figure 1, viewing the shorts from the 
front and illustrating the disposition of the inner 
garinent within the outer trunks; and 

Figure 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view 
taken along the line 4-4 of Figure 3, illustrating 
a type of fastening device which may be utilized 
to Secure the inner garment to the outer trunks. 

Referring now to Figures 1, 2 and 3, the gar 
ment indicated generally by the numeral O may 
be made up of a pair of outer trunks 2 of sub 
stantially conventional design and appearance, 
and an independent inner garment 4 similar to 
legleSS underdrawers. The upper edge 6 of the 
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rear portion of the inner garment 4 is preferably 
removably secured to the rear portion 8 of the 
outer trunks 2 substantially parallel and in 
spaced relation below the upper edge 2 of the 
outer trunks. Suitable holding means may be 
provided for this purpose such as, for example, 
the Snap fasteners 22, which are best shown in 
Figures 3 and 4. It is obvious, of course, that if 
desired, these Snap fasteners Inay be eliminated 
and the upper edge of the rear portion of the in 
ner garment united to the rear portion of the 
outer trunks, as described, by appropriately stitch 
ing the two component parts together along the 
upper edge 6 of the inner garment. 

It should be noted that Ony the rear half of 
the inner garment is so secured to the corre 
Sponding rear half of the outer trunks, So that 
the front upper edge of the inner garment 24 
freely extends across the inner Side 26 of the 
front upper edge 28 of the outer trunks. This un 
Secured portion of the upper edge of the inner 
garment inay be formed of a band of Suitable 
elastic material 38, which band has a length that 
is normally less than the length of the corre 
Sponding portion of the upper edge:28 of the outer 
trunks 2, as best shown in Figure 2. Any other 
Suitable realins for constricting this unsecured 
portion of the waistband of the inner garment 
may be used. It night, even be found desirable 
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to utilize a draw-string for this purpose. 
The outer trunks 2 nay, incorporate any suit 

able means adapted to constrict the waistline and 
to hold the trunks in place on the wearer. For 
example, the trunks may have a channel 32 
formed in the upper edge thereof which channel 
is adapted to receive a belt member 34. The two 
slits 36. and 38 may be provided in the outer wall 
of the channel 32 at the front of the trunks, as 
shown in Figure 1, so that the two ends of the 
belt member 34 may extend out of the channel. 
and be brought into cooperative holding relation 
after the garrent has been properly placed on 
the body of the wearer. This belt member 34 
thus: Serves to support the outer trunks. 2 on the 
Waist of the wearer and these supported trunks, 
in turn, give support to the rear portion S of the 
inner garment 4. 
Obviously other means could be utilized for this 

purpose, Such as an attached half-belt in the 
front with a shirred elastic waistband in back, or 
it perhaps night be desirable to have the entire 
Waistband formed of elastic material, as is the 
case in the so-called “boxer' type shorts. 

Regardless of the exact type of construction 
utilized for the waistband of the outer trunks, 



2,599,769 
3 

the disposition of the rear upper edge 6 of the 
inner garment f4 is determined primarily by the 
disposition of the rear upper edge 20 of the outer 
trunks 2. However, as previously mentioned, the 
front upper edge 24 of the inner garment 4 is 
independent of the front upper edge 28 of the 
outer trunks and its disposition is therefore de 
termined independently of the placement of the 
front upper edge 28 of the trunks 2. This fea 
ture, coupled with the fact that the upper edge 
of the inner garment is secured in spaced relation 
below the rear upper edge 20 of the trunks, per 
mits the wearer to determine the degree of Sup 
port he wishes to have from the inner garment by 
appropriately adjusting the front upper edge 24 
thereof and the elastic band 30. Two possible 
alternative positions of this edge 24 are shown by 
the dotted lines in Figure 2. This feature results 
in the preservation of a trim line at the front 
upper edge 28 of the outer trunks at all times, in 
spite of possible variations in the disposition of 
the front upper edge 2 is of the inner garment. 

In other words, for a particular disposition of 
the waistline of the outer trunks 2 which pro 
vides the best appearance, the upper edge 24 of 
the inner garment 4 may be disposed over a 
fairly wide vertical range so that the wearer may 
Select the degree of Support which he wishes to 
obtain from the inner garment and still maintain 
the outer trunks 2 in the preferable position. 
The outer trunks 12 may be made of any de 

sirable material, which nay vary depending upon 
the particular Sport or Sports for which the gar 
ment in question is designed. The inner gar 
ment, however, is preferably made of a Suitable 
knitted material and may have a construction 
which is designed to provide adequate support 
and a Snug fit without binding or bunching, by 
forming the garment of a plurality of pieces hav 
ing their wales extending in predetermined direc 
tions to give them a resiliently conforming rela 
tion to the anatomy of the Wearer, as is disclosed, 
for example, in U. S. Patent No. 2,012,879 issued 
August 27, 1935 to Arthur R. Kneibler, one of the 
present applicants. 

It will thus be seen that a garment which in 
corporates this invention provides a different 
basic circumference at the Waistline between the 
outer trunks and the inner garment, with the 
inner garment being provided with an elastic 
band member across the front thereof to insure 
a snug fit and appropriate Support. This inner 
garment is also appropriately disposed with rela 
tion to the outer trunks. So that an adjustability 
in the amount of Support provided by the former 
is available whereas, at the Same time, the outer 
trunks can be worn with their Waist properly 
located for comfort and neat appearance without 
having to undergo the displacement effected for 
the inner garment, incident to the support 
adjustment. 
The drawings and the above discussion are not 

intended to represent the only possible forms of 
this invention, in regard to details of construc 
tion. Changes in form and in the proportion of 
parts, as well as the substitution of equivalents 
are contemplated, as circumstances may suggest 
or render expedient, without departing from the 
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4. 
Spirit or Scope of this invention as further defined 
in the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A garment of the character described com 

prising outer trunks, means adapted to constrict 
the waistline of Said trunks and to support said 
outer trunks from the waist of the wearer, an 
inner garment made of knitted material adapted 
to give Support to the wearer, said inner gar 
ment being formed of a plurality of knitted 
pieces, the wales of which extend in directions 
Such that said pieces have a resiliently conform 
ing relation to the anatomy of the wearer and 
yet provide adequate support therefor, the upper 
edge of the rear portion of said inner garment 
being secured to the rear portion of said outer 
trunks substantially parallel and in spaced rela 
tion to the rear upper edge of said trunks, an 
elastic waistband at the front upper edge of said 
inner garment of lesser length than the front 
upper edge of the unconstricted waistline of said 
trunks, said elastic waistband of Said inner gar 
ment being capable of being positioned on the 
wearer independently of said waistline of said 
trunks so as to enable the wearer to select the 
degree of support desired from Said inner 
garment. 

2. A garment of the character described Com 
prising outer trunks, means adapted to constrict 
the waistline of said trunks and to Support said 
outer trunks from the waist of the wearer, an 
inner garment made of knitted material, the 
wales of which are disposed so that said inner 
garment is relatively inextensible in a direction 
substantially normal to the waistline thereof and 
so that Said inner garment gives Support to the 
wearer, the upper edge of the rear portion of 
said inner garment being Secured to the rear 
portion of said outer trunks Substantially paral 
lel and in Spaced relation to the rear upper edge 
of said trunks, an elastic waistband at the front 
upper edge of Said inner garment of lesser length 
than the front upper edge of the unconstricted 
waistline of said trunks, said elastic waistband 
of said inner garment being capable of being 
positioned on the wearer independently of said 
waistline of Said trunks SO as to enable the wearer 
to select the degree of Support desired from said 
inner garment. 

3. A garment of the character described in 
claim 2, further characterized in that said upper 
edge of the rear portion of the inner garment is 
removably Secured to the rear portion of said 
outer trunks. 

WILLIAM R. S. MACRAE. 
ARTHUR. R. KNEIBLER. 
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