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To all whowy it Moy CONCer:

Be itknown that we, HERMANN VWETTSTEIN,
a citizen of the United States,and CARL ROD-
MANN, a subject of the Emperor of Germany,
having resided one yearlast pastin the United
States and declared my intention of becom-
ing a citizen thereof, both residing in the city
and county of Philadelphia, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Couplings for Flagstafts, Sticks,
&c., which improvement is fully set forth in
the following specification and accompanying
drawings. ,

Our invention consists of novel means for
coupling or connecting the section of a flag
staff, stick, standard, column, &c., the same
being hereinafter set forth, and pointed out
in the claims that follow the specification.

Tigures 1 and 2 represent side elevations
of a portion of a. coupling for a flag staff, em-
bodying our invention, some of the partsbe-
ing separated in each figure. Tig. 3 repre-
sents a longitudinal section thereof.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings: A designates a
portion of a flag staff, the same consisting of
sections B and C, which are placed together
end to end. Connected with the ‘end of the
section B is a collar D whose edge has a re-
cess E therein of angular form, consisting of-
the inclined surface F, and shoulder G. The
end of the section C is adapted to enter said
collar D, and has gecured to it the collar H
whose edge has an angular projection or

tongue H’ thereon, the same conforming to

" and being adapted to enter the recess E, while
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its shoulder J abuts against the shoulder G.
Connected with the band K, above the collar
D, arependent spring catches L, whose points
or noses M are adapted to enter openings N
in the collar H, said band being secured to.
the section B.

P designates a locking sleeve which encir-
cles the band K, the collar D, the catehes L
and the collar H, said sleeve when in locking
position abutting against the shoulder Q, of
the section C of the staff. ‘

The operation is as follows: W hen the sec-
tions are to be coupled, they are placed to-

|

gether, as shown in Fig. 1,the sleeve P being
raised, and the tongue T/ is inserted in the
recess E, as shown in Tig. 2. The sleeve 18
now lowered, whereby the catchesL are forced
against the- collar H, and the bosses M enter
the openings N, the sleeve riding over gaid
catches and preventing the latter from open-
ing or spreading outwardly, as will be seen 1t
Fig. 8. The downward motion of the sleeve
is limited by the shoulder Q, as has been
stated, it being noticed that said sleeve vir-
tually embraces portions of the opposite ends
of the sections, and as the catches are con-
trolled by the same, and the tongue H’ inter-
locks with the walls of the recess F. and the
shoulders G and J abut, it is evident that the
sections are firmly connected. In order to
disconnect the sections, the sleeve is moved
back, whereby the catches are released and

‘they spring out from the collar H,and either

section is rotated so that the tongue H rides
on the inclined surface, or vice-versa, where-

| by the collars are forcedaway from eachother,

and the sections are accordingly separated,
said tongue and surface being especially serv-
iceable should there be any aticking of the
collars or ends of the sections, in which case
the movement of the tongue and surface read-
ily overcomes such sticking in an easy and
powerful manner. The band K, the outer
surfaces of the catches 1, and the lower por-
tion of the collar H are flushsothatthe sleeve
may readily ride over thesame and form close
joints therewith. . ;

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim as new,and desire tosecure by Let-
ters Patent, is— v

1. A coupling fora sectional flag staff, con-
sisting of two interlocking collars adapted to
be secured toadjacent endsof the sections of
the staff, a cateh secured to one of the collars
and adapted to engage with the other collar,
and a sliding sleeve movable on one of said
sections and adapted to close said cateh, said
parts being combined substantially as de-
geribed. )
2. A staff, &, formed in sections, with col-
lars on the ends therdof, & catch on one col-
lar adapted to interlock with the other collar,

‘and a sleeve adapted to embrace said collars 100
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and cateh, ong of the collarsh

lar recess which receives a proje

521,063

aving an angn-
cting tongue

on the other section the parts named being
combined substantially as described,

5 3. A staff formed in sections, one of which
has the shoulder Q thereon, the collars K and

H secured to said sections one
having a recess in its side, and

- ing a tongue engaging in said
o secured to one of said collars

of said collars
the other hav-
recess, a catch
and provided

with g stud eutering an opening in the other
collar, and a locking sleeve operating said
catch, and adapted to rest on said shoulder,
said parts being combined substantially as
deseribed.
HERMANN WETTSTEIN.
CARL RODMANN,
Witnesses:

JACOE 8. Duvarr,
HARRY S. DuvarL. _




