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[57] ABSTRACT

An article, such as the cabinet of a record changer, is
provided with a wall which faces outwardly and pro-
jecting outwardly from the wall is a ledge on which the
lower rim of a dust cover rests. Cooperating elements
of a hinge arrangement are formed on the lower edge
of the rim and on the wall of the article so that the
dust cover can be tilted upwardly to expose the top of
the article. Cooperating elements of an abutment ar-
rangement also stop the dust cover in a tilted position
on the article so that it is supported with the top of the
article exposed.

10 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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1
HINGE DEVICE FOR DUST COVER

The present invention relates to a hinge arrangement
for hingedly connecting two parts, such as an article
and a dust cover therefor.

A particular article with which a dust cover is em-
ployed is the cabinet of a record changer. In general,
the cabinet of a record changer has the turntable and
the pick-up arm and the controls on the top wall and
has an outwardly facing peripheral wall. The peripheral
wall may be provided with an outwardly protruding
ledge and this ledge is adapted for supportingly engag-
ing the rim of a dust cover. Ordinarily, with such ar-
rangements, the dust cover is completely removed to
expose the turntable for receiving records and this can
represent an inconvenience because the dust cover
must be deposited somewhere after it is removed from
the record changer.

With the foregoing in mind, a primary objective of
the present invention is the provision of a hinging ar-
rangement for hingedly connecting a dust cover on an
article such as the cabinet of a record changer.

Another object is the provision of an extremely sim-
ple and inexpensive hinging arrangement of the nature
referred to and which, furthermore, supports the dust
cover in upwardly tilted position when it has been
raised to expose the upper surface and turntable of the
record changer.

Still a further object of the present invention is the
provision of a hinging arrangement of the nature re-
ferred to in which the dust cover can be completely re-
moved from the cabinet of the record changer merely
by lifting the dust cover, or as the hinging device be-
comes operative when the dust cover is tilted on the re-
cord changer.

The foregoing objects as well as still other objects
and advantages of the present invention will become
more apparent upon reference to the following detailed
specification taken in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view showing a
corner of a record changer cabinet and a dust cover
therefor.

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary elevational view looking in at
the record changer cabinet and the dust cover therefor
at one corner.

FIGS. 3, 4 and 5 are sectional views showing the dust
cover in closed, partly tilted and completely tilted posi-
tions, respectively.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing the entire record
changer cabinet and its associated dust cover.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION:

According to the present invention, a record changer
cabinet, or the like, has an upwardly facing ledge ex-
tending about the outwardly facing wall for support-
ingly engaging the bottom edge of the rim of a dust
cover. The wall is provided with apertures on one side
at the juncture of the wall with the ledge, while the dust
cover is provided with protruding leg portions receiv-
able in the apertures. The dust cover is adapted for
resting on the ledge and can be removed from the cabi-
net by straight upward movement thereof but, upon
tilting of the dust cover about the edge adjacent the
aforementioned apertures, the leg portions of the dust
cover will enter the apertures and define a hinge axis
about which the dust cover can be tilted on the cabinet.
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2.

-Cooperating elements of abutment means are provided

on the cabinet and on the dust cover to support the dust
cover in a predetermined tilted position on the cabinet.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION:

Referring to the drawings somewhat more in detail,
reference numeral 10 generally indicates an article
such as the cabinet for a record changer. This article
has an outwardly facing wall 12 and formed on the wall
and protruding laterally outwardly therefrom below the
upper edge of the wall is a ledge 14. The ledge 14 is
adapted for supportingly engaging the lower edge 16 of
a dust cover 18 which is adapted for being placed on
the article so as to telescopically engage the upper re-
gion of wall 12 and to enclose and protect the top por-
tion of the cabinet. The cabinet and the dust cover are
rectangular when viewed in plan.

According to the present invention, a hinge arrange-
ment is provided about which the dust cover can be
tilted from closed to open position and this hinge ar-
rangement takes the form of apertures 20 formed along
at least one side of the wall 12 adjacent the juncture
thereof with ledge 14 and which apertures are adapted
for receiving the dependent leg portions 22 formed
along the adjacent bottom edge, or rim, of the dust
cover as, for example, by forming the undercut 24
therein. .

Normally, as mentioned, the cabinet is substantially
rectangular when viewed in plan and the dust cover 18
is of a corresponding shape and can be set down di-
rectly over the cabinet with the rim 16 resting on the

ledge. The top cover can thus be completely removed
from the cabinet by merely lifting the dust cover verti-
cally.

However, the dust cover can also be tilted upwardly
about the edge containing the legs 22 and when this is
done the legs will slide down the inclined ramps 26
leading upwardly and outwardly from the bottoms of
apertures 30. When the dust cover reaches a predeter-
mined tilted position, the legs 22 will engage under-
neath the top walls of the apertures 30, while the outer
side of the dust cover will rest on top of the abutment
ribs 28 formed on the ledge 14 at the outer ends of the
ramps 26. When the cover is tilted down, the legs 22
ride up the ramps and the cover returns to the starting
position thereof.

It will be understood that the apertures 20, as shown,
consist of an aperture adjacent each end of the respec-
tive side of the cabinet but could include one or more
further apertures distributed along the respective side
of the cabinet. Also, apertures could be disposed along
one or more other sides of the cabinet, if so desired.

Each aperture at. the end of the cabinet wall, it will
be noted, extends along the respective side wall of the
cabinet at the ends and into the adjacent side wall of
the cabinet as indicated at 30 in FIG. 1, and this per-
mits the dust cover to be relatively simply formed
merely by providing the undercut 24 in the side
thereof.

FIGS. 3 through 5 show the dust cover in various po-
sitions. The dust cover is resting in idle position in FIG.
3; while in FIG. 4 the dust cover is shown in partly tilted
position with the legs 22 thereof sliding downwardly
along ramps 26; while FIG. 5 shows the dust cover in
completely outwardly tilted position with the legs 22
engaging the top walls of the apertures 20 and with the
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outer side of the dust cover supportingly engaged by

the abutment ribs 28 formed on the ledge 14 of the cab- -

inet.

It will be apparent from the foregoing that the pres-
ent invention proposes an extremely simple and inex-
pensive arrangement for providing a hinged joint be-
tween a dust cover and an article on which it rests, spe-
cifically between a dust cover and the cabinet of a re-
cord changer. The cabinet of the record changer and
the dust cover, as well, can be molded of plastic materi-
als and the cooperating elements of the hinge arrange-
ment and the abutment arrangement can be molded di-
rectly in the cabinet and dust cover, whereby no ma-
chining or other parts are required to provide for the
above described hinge arrangement.

Modifications may be made within the scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a record changer cabinet, the combination com-
prising a first member having a generally vertical out-
wardly facing wall, said wall having an upper edge and
an upwardly facing ledge formed on said wall, said
ledge protruding outwardly from said wall below said
upper edge and extending in a horizontal direction, a
second member having a downwardly extending rim
resting on said ledge when said cabinet is in a closed
position, hinge means including first and second coop-
erating elements, said first and second cooperating ele-
ments being normally disengaged so that said cabinet
may be readily opened by straight vertical movement
of one of said members away from the other of said
members when said members are in the closed position,
said first element being formed on a mating elongated
section of said wall in the region of said ledge, said sec-
ond element being formed on an elongated section of
said rim, said ledge having a ramp means disposed adja-
cent to said first element and inclined downwardly to-
ward said first element, said ramp means being nor-
mally disengaged from said second element and coacta-
ble therewith to cam said second element into engaged
cooperation with said first element, said coperating
first and second elements being engageable in response
to tilting of said second member from its closed posi-
tion to an open position relative to said first member
for defining a pivot region about which said second
member is pivotal on said first member between closed
and open positions.

2. The combination according to claim I which in-
cludes cooperating elements of abutment means on
said members operable to limit said pivotal movement
of said second member on said first member.

3. The combination according to claim 2 in which
said elements of abutment means comprise regions of
said members which interengage in a predetermined
tilted position of said second member.

4. In a record changer cabinet, the combination com-
prising a first member having a generally vertical out-
wardly facing wall, said wall having an upper edge and
an upwardly facing ledge formed on said wall, said
ledge protruding outwardly from said wall below said
upper edge and extending in a horizontal direction, said
second member having a downwardly extending rim
resting on said ledge when said cabinet is in a closed
position, hinge means including normally disengaged
cooperating elements formed on an elongated section
of said rim and on a mating elongated section of said
wall in the region of said ledge, said elements being en-
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4

gageable in response to tilting of said second member
for defining a pivot region about which. said second
member is pivotal on said first member to an open posi-
tion, said elements of said hinge means comprising an
aperture means formed in said first member at the junc-
ture of said ledge and said wall, and projection means
on said rim of said second member receivable in said
aperture means upon tilting of said second member on
said first member.

5. In arecord changer cabinet, the combination com-
prising a first member having a generally vertical out-
wardly facing peripheral wall, said wall having an upper
edge and an upwardly facing ledge formed on said wall,
said ledge protruding outwardly from said wall below
said upper edge and extending substantially completely
around said peripheral wall in a horizontal direction,
said second member having a downwardly extending
rim resting on said ledge when said cabinet is in a
closed position, hinge means including normally disen-
gaged cooperating elements formed on an elongated
section of said rim and on a mating elongated section
of said wall in the region of said ledge, said elements
being engageable in response to tilting of said second
member for defining a pivot region about which said
second member is pivotal on said first member to an
open position, said elements of the hinge means com-
prising at least one pair of apertures disposed in spaced
relation and formed at the juncture of said ledge and
said wall, and regions of said rim of said second mem-
ber which are receivable in said apertures upon tilting
of said second member on said first member.

6. In combination: first and second members which
when viewed from above are substantially rectangular,
said first member having a generally vertical outwardly
facing peripheral wall which includes a plurality of an-
gularly related side walls, said peripheral wall having an
upper edge and an upwardly facing ledge formed on
said wall, said ledge protruding outwardly from said
wall below said upper edge and extending in a horizon-
tal direction substantially completely around said pe-
ripheral wall, said second member having a down-
wardly extending rim telescopically engaging said first
member from above and resting on said ledge, hinge
means including normally disengaged cooperating ele-
ments formed on said rim and on said wall in the region
of said ledge, said elements comprising apertures
formed in one side wall of said first member at the junc-
ture thereof with said ledge and with adjacent side
walls, each aperture being slit-like and parallel to the
plane of said ledge, said elements also comprising pro-
jections formed on the rim of said second member adja-
cent said apertures and receivable in said apertures
upon tilting of said second member about the edge of
the rim thereof which is adjacent the said one side wall,
said elements being engageable in response to tilting of
said second member for defining a pivot region about
which said second member is pivotal on said first mem-
ber.

7. The combination according to claim 6 in which
said projections on said rim are formed by relieving the
region of the rim disposed between the said apertures.

8. The combination according to claim 6 in which
said ledge is formed with ramp means which incline
downwardly toward said apertures to guide said projec-
tions into said apertures when said second member is
tilted on said first member.
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9. The combination according to claim 6 which in-
cludes cooperating elements of abutment means on
said members which engage in such tilted position of
said second member that the center of gravity thereof
is disposed laterally outwardly beyond at least the re-
gion of enegagement of said projections with said aper-
tures.
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10. The combination according to claim 8 in which
said ‘ledge comprises upwardly -extending protruber-
ances at least at the outer ends of said ramp means
which engage and support said second member in a
predetermined maximum tilted position on said first

member.
* * * & *



