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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Eruis Davis, citizen
of the United States, residing at Tippecanoe
Miami and State of

provements in Combined Step-Ladders and

~Ironing-Boards, of which the following is
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. In . the

a specification, :

This invention relates to a combined
article for household use, comprising a step
ladder, ironing table and wash tub support,

‘and the object of the invention is to provide

an article of this character of simple con-
struction, strong, and so arranged that the
several elements may be compactly. folded
together when not in wuse and easily ‘and
quickly ‘arranged in proper position when
required for use. : L
- With the above objects in view, and
others which will appear as the nature of the
invention progresses, the invention resides
in the novel construction and arrangement
of parts hereinafter fully described and
claimed. .

drawings accompanying this
specification there has been illustrated a
simple and preferred embodiment of the im-
provement, it being understood, however,
that the showing therein is merely illustra-
tive and that minor details of construction
as to size, shape, proportion, etc., within the

scope of the appended claims may be made
if desired. Lo
In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspec-.

tive view of the device set up as a step lad-
der. Fig, 2 is a central longitudinal sec-

' tional view of the device when employed as

40

45

-2 wash tub supporting bench. Fig. 3 is a

similar sectional view illustrating the de-
vice arranged to support an ironing board.
Fig. 4 is a view of the device folded.

~In the drawings, and referring particu-

larly to Fig. 1 thereof, the numeral 1 desig-

“nates a rectangular member which is em-

ployed as the top step of the device when

- set up as a ladder. This step has its oppo-

50

prop or support 6.

site ends each provided with a substantially

“inverted U-shaped bracket designated re-

spectively by the numerals 2 and 8. Pivot-
ally secured between these brackets 2 and
3 are the leg members 4 of the ladder proper;
the central reinforcing portion 5 and the
The leg members 4
are connected through themedium of a plu-
rality of spaced steps 7, the same being
supported in any desired or preferred man-

'right angles with each:other,

ner.

connected: thereto, in this figure of the draw-
ings, through the medium of suitable
spring catches 8. The members 5 have their
lower portions bifure:

member 5 has its lower body portion sub-
stantially V-shaped and the upper portions
of the arms 9 and 10 are beveled to agree

with the shape of the. extremity of the said .

member. The beveled ends of the arms are
hingedly connected to the beveled extrem-
ity of the member 5 as at 11 and 12. The prop
or support 6 comprises a pair of sections,
each -of said sections being
through the medium of a plurality of bars
14, and the said sections designated by . the
numerals 15 and 16 are hingedly. connected
together as at 17,  These members are pro-
vided with suitable catches 18, whereby they

are sustained in a parallel plane with each

other when: the device is set-up as a ladder
or whereby . the sections -are sustained ‘at
for a purpose
presently to be set forth. The leg members
4 also comprise a pair of sections 19 and 20.
These sections are hingedly connected to-
gether as at 21, and the sections are pro-
vided with suitable catch members 22, simi-
lar to the catch' members
the said members in parallel relation with
each other as well as for retaining the sec-
tions at an angular relation to each other,
Pivotally. connected as at 24 to the upper

ter comprising side arms 25 and 26 and a
connecting board 27. : The side arms of the
frame are adapted. to straddle the prop or
support 6 and the frame is provided with
suitable openings adapted for the reception
of removable elements, such as pins ¢ which
are adapted to enter perforations within the
member 15 of the support and whereby the
elements are sustained in the
tion illustrated in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
Pivotally connected between the arms 25
and 26 and below the board 27 is a member
28, the latter adapted to serve for sustain-

second
forth. .
In Fig. 2 of the drawings the device is

purpose which will be presently set

18, for sustaining

set- up. posi-
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The legs 4, while entirely separable
from the. central reinforcing members 5 are
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_ | ated to provide, what I .
~will hereinafter term, arms 9 and 10. The
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-section 5 of the central reinforcing member
‘18 a substantially rectangular frame, the lat-
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ing tools or the like within easy access of -
‘the person using the latter, as well as for a
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illustrated in the form of a bench or support . -
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for wash tubs or the like. In this structure
the members 15 and 19 of the sections 6 and
4 are swung upon their pivots to a substan-
tially horizontal plane. The hinge joints
17 and 21 are broken to allow the sections 16
and 20 to assume a substantially vertical
plane. The catches 18 and 22 are adjusted
to sustain the elements in these positions.
The member 5 is swung downwardly to a
vertical position, and the arms 9 and 10 are
swung upon their hinges 12 and 11 until the
lower portions or feet of the sald arms are
arranged at an angle and connected with the
members 14 and 19 in any desired or pre:
ferred manner. This arrangement, it will

be noted sustains all of the parts perfectly

rigid and provides an effective table for sup-
porting wash tubs or the Tike.
Fig. 2 the arms of the frame are swung up-
wardly until they assume 2 vertical position.
The said arms are sustained in this position
through the medium of spaced catch mem-
bers 99 connected with each of the elements
9 and 8. The board 27 is employed for sup-
porting a wringer, and the water from the
said wringer, may, through the medium of
the pivot member 28, be directed to a tub
positioned upon the member 19 or to a tub
positioned upon the member 15. :
Tn Fig. 8 of the drawings the device is
illustrated as set up to form a table for sup-
porting an ironing board. In this figure the
legs 4 and the props
position substantially similar to that
trated in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
members, however,

The arms

or feet connected with the lower members of
the sections 16 and 20.
sustained in a horizontal position,

numeral 30.
upon the step
frame in any desired or preferred manner.
The numeral 31 designates a collapsible dry-
ing frame which is connected with one of
the ends of the board 80. This frame, as
illustrated in Fig. 8 of the drawings, com-
prises a plurality of toggle links, each hav-
ing its opposite ends as well as its central
portion connected through the medium of
pivoted rods 82. The lower extremity of
the frame is, as heretofore stated removably
connected with the board 30, so that all the
elements of the device may be collapsed and
compactly folded for transportation, or
when not in use, as illustrated in Fig. 4 of
the drawings.

Having thus fully described the said in-
vention, what I claim is:—

1. In a combined step ladder and wash

The board may be sustained

In the said:

6 are sustained in a
iHlus-:
These:
are spread farther apart
than in Fig. 1. The central member 5 is
swung downwardly in a vertical plane.
9 and 10 are swung in opposite:
directions and have their lower extremities

The step 1 is thus:
while the
frame has its connection board 27 underlying
the ironing board which is designated by the

1 and the member 27 of the

1,049,682

bench of the class set forth comprising a
platform, step legs pivotally connected with
the sides of the said platform, central mem-
bers also pivoted to the sides of the said
platform, and prop members pivoted to the
platform adjacent the central members, the
step legs comprising each a pair of hinged
sections, means for maintaining the sections
in line with each other, the said means also
adapted to maintain the sections at angles
to each other, the central member having its
lower portion bifurcated to provide a pair
of parallel arms, the said arms being
hingedly connected with the said central
member, means for maintaining the central
member from the step legs when the device
is set up as a ladder, the prop members com-
prising a pair of hinged sections, means for
maintaining the sections in line, said means
also adapted to maintain the sections at an
angle with each other, and a pivoted frame
to serve as a means for maintaining the step
legs, central members and prop mn spaced
relation with each other.

9. In a combined ladder and wash bench
of the class set forth, comprising a platform
having its ends formed with U-shaped
brackets, step-carrying members pivotally
connected to the U-shaped brackets, and in-
termediate members also pivotally con-
nected with the U-shaped brackets, prop
members pivotally connected to the U-
shaped brackets to the rear of the interme-
diate members, the step-carrying: members
each comprising a pair of hinged sections,
means for maintaining said sections in line,
the intermediate sections having their lower
extremities bifurcated to provide a pair of
arms, the said arms being hingedly con-
nected with the said central member, means
for maintaining the intermediate carrying
members and their arms upon the step sec-
tions, the prop members being constructed
of a pair of hinged elements, and means for
maintaining the elements in line with each
other, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

'3. The herewith described construction of
articles for household use comprising a rec-
tangular platform having its opposite edges
provided with longitudinally extending U-
shaped brackets, a step carrying -member
pivotally connected between the arms of the
U-shaped brackets; a central member piv-
otally connected between the arms of the
U-shaped brackets, and a prop member
also pivotally connected between the arms of
the U-shaped brackets, the step carrying
member comprising a pair of hinged sec-
tions, means for sustaining the sections in
line, said means also adapted to sustain the
sections at an angle to each other, the cen-
tral member having its lower portion bi-
furcated to provide a pair of parallel arms,
the said arms being hingedly connected with
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the said central member, catch members be-
tween the feet of the arms and the sec-
tions of the step and prop members for re-
taining the said arms when the device is
set up to provide a table or a support, the
outer faces of the U-shaped brackets being
each formed with spaced shoulders, a frame
pivotally connected with the upper portion
of the central member, means for detach-
ably connecting the frame to the upper
portions of the prop member, and the said
frame adapted to engage between the shoul-
ders of the step members when the device is
folded to provide a table.

4. In a combined ladder and wash bench

~of the class set forth, comprising a rectan-
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gular platform having its opposite edges
provided with longitudinally extending U-
shaped brackets, a central member pivotally
connected between the arms of the U-shaped
brackets, and a prop member also pivotally
connected between the arms of the U-shaped
brackets, the step-carrying member compris-
ing a pair of hinged sections, means for
maintaining the sections in line, said means

8

also adapted to maintain the sections at an
angle to each other, the central member hav-
ing its lower portion bifurcated to provide a
pair of parallel arms, the said arms being
hingedly. connected with the said central
member, catch members between the feet of
the arms of the sections of the step and
prop members for retaining the said arms
when the device is set up to provide a table
or a support, the outer faces of the U-shaped
brackets being each formed with spaced
shoulders, a frame pivotally connected with
the upper portions of the central member,
means for detachably connecting the arm to
the upper portions of the prop member, and
the said frame adapted to engage between
the shoulders of the step member when the
device is folded to provide a table.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

ELLIS DAVIS.

Witnesses:
Davip Masons,
R. A. Kerr.

Copies of this patent niay be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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