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This invention relates generally to display devices and
more particularly to a new and improved hookboard type
of display device.

In hookboard display devices of a type heretofore com-
monly used, it has been the practice to employ merchan-
dise-supporting hooks having an end portion thereof bent
at a sharp angle with respect to the shank of the hook
and provided with a further bend forming a heel portion
spaced from the bent end portion by a distance corre-
sponding to the thickness of the hook-supporting board
or panel. The end portion of the hook is then passed
through a hole in the panel and the hook is supported in
an extended positicn by the bent end portion engaging the
rear face of the panel and the heel portion engaging the
front face thereof. This provides a satisfactory means of
supporting the hook where the panel is made of a strong,
rigid material. However, where the panel is made from a
readily compressible or deflectible material such as card-
board, for example, the continuous forces applied to the
panel at the locations engaged by such a hook when mer-
chandise is supported thereby over an extended period of
time often cause the material to give at these locations
and permit the hook to sag and drop the merchandise.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
novel and improved display device of the hookboard type
wherein the reacting forces of the hook against the panel
are distributed over a wide area, thereby tolerating the
use of panels made from less strong and rigid material
than has heretofore been possible without permitting the
hocks to sag under a sustained load of merchandise.

Among further objects of the invention are the provision
of a novel and improved display device of the hookboard
type wherein the hooks are resiliently retained in the
panel to prevent accidental dislodgement thereof, wherein
the hooks are swingable against the panel for storage and
shipment, and wherein hooks are interconnected in multi-
ples for improved operation and added convenience.

The device of my invention may include in its structure
two elements, viz. a slitted card of resilient sheet material
and a hook assembly that may be constructed of heavy
metal wire. The slits or the card may be resiliently forced
open to receive retainer portions of the hook assembly and
then close of themselves to prevent accidental disengage-
ment thereof.

The hook assembly may include a carrier rod and re-
tainers that bear an offset relation to each other and co-
operate to hold the hook members of the assembly project-
ing at an angle with respect to the card and in convenient
position to display a suspended assortment of packages or
the like.

These and other objects and features of the invention
will be best understood and appreciated from the follow-
ing description of a preferred embodiment thereof, se-
lected for purposes of illustration and shown in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of the complete device,
and

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary view in section on the line 2—2
of FIG. 1 and on a larger scale.

The device as herein shown includes a rectangular panel
10 of resilient sheet material, such as cardboard, fibre-
board or synthetic resinous compound. It may be sup-
ported in any convenient manner as by triangular wings
11 folded as a part of the card or attached thereto. The

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

55

80

65

70

2

panel has three rows of short slits 12 spaced laterally
across its width and each formed with a hole 12’ at both .
ends thus defining a resiliently bendable tongue above and
below each slit. These tongues may be temporarily bent
to open a slit and will immediately return to closed posi-
tion when the deflecting force is removed. In other words,
the tongues are biased to remain in the closed position
shown in FIG. 1.

Each hook assembly is herein shown as constructed en-
tirely of round steel or other stiff metal wire and includes
a horizontally disposed carrier rod 13 long enough to span
three of the aligned slits 12 in the panel. At correspond-
ingly spaced points on the rod 13 are rigidly secured such
as by welding, three parallel hook members 14 extending
at substantially right angles therefrom. The hook mem-
bers are shown as welded to the upper side of the rod
13 and as merging into rearwardly extending retainers 15
formed by bending the mounting end of the hook members
at substantially right angles transversely of the carrier
rod and then laterally as best shown in FIG. 1. The
lateral portion 15" of each retainer extends parallel to
the carrier rod 13 and corresponds in length to the dis-
tance between the holes 12’, and all of the lateral por-
tions extend in the same direction, or toward the left as
seen in FIG. 1.

The operation of uniting a hook assembly to the panel
10 is extremely simple. The lateral portion 15’ of each
retainer 15 is brought into registration with a slit 12 with
the hook members extending upwardly as suggested in
the case of the upper assembly in FIGS. 1 and 2, and then
pressed through the slit as suggested in the case of the
second assembly from the top. The hook members 14
are then swung downwardly causing the lateral portion of
each retainer 15 to engage the rear face of the panel 10
in a line of contact above the slits 12 as shown in the
case of the lowermost assembly in FIGS. 1 and 2. At the
same time the carrier rod is brought into engagement with
the front face of the card, making contact below the slits
12 thereof.

In this final movement of the hook assembly the hook
members 14 are brought to position at substantially right
angles to the face of the panel 1§ so that perforated arti-
cles of merchandise 16 may be conveniently suspended
from them. The exact shape of the projecting hooks is of
secondary importance. As herein shown their tips are
bent upwardly which tends to prevent accidental disen-
gagement of the mechandise.

It will be seen that when once set up, the carrier rod
13 acts as a fulcrum for the hook members 14 with the
retainers 15 acting as short lever arms. It is, of course,
essential only that the carrier rod 13 and the lateral por-
tion of the retainers bear an offset relation to each other,
or are arranged to engage the opposite faces of the panel
10 on opposite sides of the slits 12, It will be apparent
that with such an arrangement the more weight placed
upon the hook members the tighter will the hook assem-
bly grip the panel 19. It will also be noted that the
reacting force against the panel from the weight of the
load on the hook members 14 is distributed along the
areas of contact between the carrier rod 13 and the lateral
portions 15’ of the hook members, and the opposite faces
of the panel 10.

Having thus disclosed my invention and described in
detail an illustrative embediment thereof, it will be ob-
vious to those skilled in the art to which the invention
pertains that various changes and modifications may be
made therein without departing from the true spirit and
scope of my invention.

What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A display device comprising a panel of resilient
sheet material having spaced laterally aligned slits therein
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and a hook assembly including in its structure a carrier
rod having hook members fastened thereto, spaced to cor-
respond to the slits of the panel and each having an in-
tegral angular retainer including a laterally extending
portion of such length as to pass through said slits,
whereby the retainers may be forced through the slits and
said laterally extending portions engage the back of the
panel with the carrier rod in engagement with the front
of the panel to hold the hook members at an angle
thereto. :

2. A display device comprising a panel of resilient sheet
material having laterally aligned spaced slits therein, in
combination with a hook assembly including in its struc-
ture a carrier rod in engagement with the front of the
panel and having hook members fastened thereto and
spaced to correspond to the spacing of said slits, each hook
member merging at its lower end into a retainer having
an angular portion located in position to be passed through
a slit and engage the back of the panel along a line offset
with respect to the carrier rod.

3. A display device as described in claim 2 further char-
acterized in that all of the retainers have lateral portions
that extend in the same direction from the hook members.
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4. A display device as described in claim 2 further char-
acterized in that the retainers have lateral portions which
bear an offset relation to the carrier rod whereby they
engage the panel at one side of the line of slits while the
carrier rod engages the card at the opposite side of the
slits.

5. A display device comprising a panel of sheet ma-
terial, an opening in said panel, a hook member having

- an integral angular retainer extending through said open-

ing and upwardly, said retainer including a laterally ex-
tending portion in engagement with the rear face of said
panel above said opening and a carrier rod rigidly secured
to the underside of said hook member parallel to said
laterally extending portion resting against the front face
of said panel below said openings.
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