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1

My invention relates to improvements in port-
able sewing boxes for sewing accessories.

The primary object of my invention is to pro-
vide a light strong, covered box, small for easy
carrying and convenient storing and which is
equipped to contain in compact arrangement g
large number of sewing accessories including
spools of thread separate from the other acces-
sories, the box embodying means whereby thread
may be pulled off the spools out of the side of the
box, external cutters on the box at the side there-
of for convenient cuiting of the threads pulled
out of the box and so as to leave adequate loose
ends outside the box for grasping to pull the
threads, and means in the box preventing the
loose ends from working back into the box after
the threads are cut.

Another object is to provide a box haying the
above advantages and which is adapted for manu-

facture out of inexpensive transparent material .

rendering the contents of the box visible at all
times.

Other and subordinate objiects, within the pur-
view of my invention, together with the precise

nature of my improvements will be readily under- .

stood When the succeeding description and claims
are read with reference to the drawings accom-
panying and forming part of this specification.,

In said drawings: - e i

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of my improved
box in the preferred embodiment thereof :

Figure 2 is a view in longitudinal vertical sec-
“tion taken on the line 2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary enlarged view illus-
trating the manner in which thread from a se-
lected spool is pulled out of the side of the box
and cut;

Figure 4 is a view in plan bartly broken away
and illustrating the cover open and shown in
section;

Figure 5 is a view in longitudinal vertical sec-
tion taken on the line 5—5 of Figure 4, and

Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary view in
vertical section taken on the line 6—6 of Fig-
ure 1,

Referring to the drawings hy numerals, the
box of my invention comprises a hollow body 2
having a continuous side wall 3 and a bottom 4
extending outwardly of said wall 3 and forming
an external ledge 5 around said wall. A cover 6
for the hollow body 2 is suitably hinged, as at 1,
to said wall 3 for opening and closing movement
and is provided with a spring catch 8 adapted to
snap into a notch 9 in said wall 3 to hold said
cover closed,
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2

An even number of like spindles If are pro-
vided in the body 2 and which are suitably fixed
in upstanding position in the bottom 4 and spaced
apart around the wall 3 and from said wall so
that spools of thread 12 may be rotatably sleeved
onto the spindles in spaced apart relation and
to rest on the bottom 4 in upright position. The
spindles i are equidistantly spaced apart to cor-
respondingly space the spools of thread {2. The
spindles {{ and spools of thread (2 are arranged
in the lower portion of the body 2 for a particular
purpose presently seen. .

Thread exit and guide slots {3 extend down-
wardly in the side wall 5 from the upper edge
thereof with lower closed ends 14 terminating in
a common plane slightly above the upper ends 15
of the spindles il. The slots 13 are arranged
opporite the spindles |1 so that one of the slots
is associated with each spindle i and the spool
{2 thereon and said slots {3 incline downwardly in
bairs in converging relation for s purpose pres-
ently seen. .

Pairs of spaced apart cutting blades 7 are
intet horizontally in the ledge 5 to project into.
square nctches (8 in said ledge with the cutting
edges 19 of said blades facing and the pairs of
blades being arranged intermediate the pairs of
slots 13 so that the slots in each pair slant down-
wardly toward the intermediate cutter blades.

A tray 21 is provided in the upper portion of
the body 2 and which fits therein with a slight
clearance, the bottom 22 of the tray resting on
the upper ends 15 of the spindles 11 so that said
tray is supported by the spindles. As best shown
in Figure 6, the bottom 22 of the tray 21 is sup-
ported by the spindles 11 slightly below the lower
ends 14 of the exit and guide slots 13 so that a
rounded bottom corner 23 of the tray coacts
with the side wall 3 to frictionally grip threads
pulled out of said slots {3 and thereby prevents
such threads from working back through the slots
{3 into said body. 'The tray 21 is divided by a
suitable partition 24 for containing in separated
arrangement different sewing accessories such as
scissors, thimbles, buttons, and the like, not
shown.

The described box is formed of any suitable,
strong, transparent commercial plastic so that
the contents of the box are readily visible there-
through and the box is preferably heart-shaped
for rendering the same attractive and orng-
mental.

As will be readily apparent, when the tray 21
is removed, the spools {2 may be sleeved onto the
spindles || and the terminal ends 26 of the
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threads extended out of the body 2 through the
exit and guide slots 13 with said terminal ends
resting in the lower ends (4 of said slots and pro-
viding loose ends whereby thread may ke pulled
from the spools and pulled against the adjacent
cutter blade to cut off the length desired while
leaving other loose ends for grasping to again pull
thread off the spools. When the tray 21 is posi-
tioned in the body 2, the loose ends of the threads

will be prevented, in the manner previously de- !

seribed, from working back into said body 2. By
having the exit and guiding slots 13 converging

downwardly in pairs toward an intermediate pair’
of cutter blades {7, raveling and breaking ‘'of the.

threads, by the edges of the slots, is prevented
when the threads are pulled against said blades.
The tray 2¢ being supported by. the spindles. 1;
obviate separate supports for the tray, an impor-
tant manufacturing consideration.

The foregoing will, it is believed, suffice to
impart'a clear understanding of my invention,
without further explanation.

Manifestly, the inventicn, as described, is sus-
ceptible of modification, without departing from
the inventive concept, and right is herein re-
served to such modifications as fall' within the
scope of the appended claims.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

1. A sewing box.comprising a hollow body  in-
cluding a continuous side 'wall and a bottom ex-
tending outwardly of said. wall and forming a
ledge extending around the body, a plurality of
spindles in' said body of iess height than said
wall upstanding from said bottom and spaced
apart: around and from - said wall for sleeving
spools” of thread cnto the same to rest on said
pottom - in - spaced relation;, said. wall having
downwardly extending slots therein opposite and
associated with the: spindles and having closed
iower ends through which thread.from the spools
may be pulled out of said body, cutter blades
mounted in said ledge between contigucus slots
and against which the thread may be pulled and
cut to provide loose ends of ‘thread outside the

body; and a tray in said body. for containing

other sewing accessories resting on said spindles
and having s hottom edge spaced below the lower
ends of said slots'and from said wall for coacting
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with said wall to frictionally engage the threads
and prevent said loose ends from working back
into said body.

2. A sewing box according to claim 1, said slots
inclining downwardly in pairs and said blades
being arranged intermediate the pairs of slots
to prevent cutting of the threads by said slots
when the threads are pulled against the said
blades.

3. A sewing box according to claim 1, said ledge
having edge notches therein into which said
blades project in the plane of the ledge to fa-
cilitate engaging the threads with said blades.

4. A sewing box comprising a hollow body in-
cluding a continuous side wall and a bottom
having a periphéral edge extending around said
wall, a plurality of spindles in said body of less
height than said wall upstanding from said bot-
tom and spaced apart around and from said
wall for sleeving spools of thread onto the same
to. rest on said bottom in spaced relation, said
wall having: downwardly extending slots therein
opposite: and associated with the spindles and
having closed lower ends through which thread
from. the spools may be pilled out of said body,
pairs of cutter blades mounted in said periph-
eral edge between contiguous slots with the cut-
ter blades in each pair horizontal and having cut-
ting edges confronting in the pairs, and a tray
in said body for containing sewing accessories
resting: cn said spindles and having a hottom
edge spaced below the lower ends of the slots
and from said wall for coacting with said wall
to frictionally engage the threads opposite said
slots and prevent the threads pulled out of the
slots from working back intc said body, said spin-
dles having upper ends lying in a common plane
below the lower ends of said slots to support said
tfay with said edge below the lower ends of the
slots..
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