No. 751,215, - PATENTED FEB. 2, 1904.
., K. L. STENHOUSE.

FORM PAD.
APPLICATION FILED APE. 3, 1900.
N0 MODEL, - S © " ' 2 RHEETS—SHEET 1.

=gy

THE NORRIS PETERS CO., PHOTO-LITHO. WASHINGTOR. ©. e




No. 751,215, | " PATENTED FEB. 2, 1904,
" K. L. STENHOUSE. - |

FORM PAD.
APPLIOATISN FILED APR. 2, 1800. _
NO MODEL. 2 SHEETS—SHEET 2.

Hetesses, | | - _Invedsy;,
A T %XMW -

THE NORMIS PETERE CO., PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. G,




10

15

20

40

45

No. 751,215,

UNITED - STATES

Patented February 2, 1904,

PATENT OFFICE.

KATHERINE L. STENHOUSE, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,

FORNM=~PAD.

 SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 751,215, dated February 2, 1904,

Application filed April 2, 1900,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known' that I, KaTHErRINE L. STEN-
HOUSE, of Chicago, Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Pneu-
matic Form-Pads, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to an improved gar-

ment provided with bust-pads for filling out’

or modifying the bust portion of the human
figure, and refers more specifically to im-
provements in a garment of waist-like con-
struction provided with
the character referred to.

The object of the invention is to provide an

article of apparel in the form of a waist-like :

garment, such as a corset-cover, and having a
bust portion which constitutes a receptacle
within which is arranged one or more inflat-
able pads or bags adapted to hold said bust
portion distended in definite form.

Further objects of my invention are to pro-
vide a garment of the character referred to

which is light and comfortable to the wearer:
‘and in which the bust portion is constructed .

to take a definite form when distended, but
which is nevertheless yielding and practically
devoid of stiffening, such as stays and analo-
gous rigid parts; to provide a garment which
will very readily shape itself to a modified
outward form, so as to fit accurately an outer
garment. worn over. it; to so construct and
arrange the several parts of the garment that
it will be conveniently, positively, and accu-
rately secured and retained in position upon
the wearer, and in general to provide an im-
proved device of the character referred to.

The invention consists in the matters here-
inafter described, and more particularly
pointed out in the appended claims, and will
be readily understood from the following de-
scription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one pre-

ferred embodiment of my invention, consti-
tuting a waist which may be worn as a corset-
cover. Fig. 2 is a central vertical view of
the same. Fig. 3 shows the garment in posi-
tion upon the human figure, the padded por-
tions being indicated in dotted lines.

. Referring to said drawings, the waist, as

pneumatic pads of-

Serial No. 11,133, (No model.)

best shown in Fig. 1, is constructed in' the
usual way, so far as the general form of the
several parts thereof is concerned, these parts
comprising in the present instance back pieces
11, united with the front 2 by means of under-
arm and shoulder seams 38 4, respectively, in
1in the usual manner. The front 2 of the waist
is in the present instance composed of two
parts 5 5, seamed together up and down the’
center, as best indicated in Fig. 8, while the
back is conveniently made to open along the
median line and is separably united by means
of buttons, as indicated at 7. The waist is
shown as made short in the present instance—
7. e., as made to terminate atthe waist-line
of the wearer—although, if preferred, it may
obviously be extended below the waist-line.
In this connection it may be noted that in the
broader sense it is immaterial: how the waist
be constructed or how it be made to open to
adapt it to the wearer, so long as the construe-
tion is such as it is made to fit closely around
the waist; that its bust portion be held up and
prevented from displacement downwardly or
laterally; that its- bust portion be suitably
constructed to afford a receptacle or recepta-
cles for the inflatable portion or portions, and
-that it be flexible and unstiffened substantially
throughout, as distinguished from a corset-
like structure.’ :

In the present instance the waist-body, and
particularly the waist portion thereof, serves
to retain the lower part of the garment accu-
rately in position, the shoulder-straps extend-
ing over the shoulders serve to hold the bust
portion securely against downward displace-
ment, and the fit of the garment around the
arms at the armholes obviously holds the bust
portion from lateral displacement.

To provide receptacles for the inflatable
bags or form-pads, the front.of the waist, or
at least a portion thereof, is made double or
of two plies, the outer part 9 being ‘made of
any suitable thin, soft, and flexible fabric—
such as silk, silesia, andithe like—while the
‘inner portion or lining 8 may be constructed
of any suitable fabric and is made to fit the
figure of the wearer as accurately as practica-
ble.  The upper or bust portion of the outer
part 9 is made larger than the lining part and
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is shaped by means of suitable gores and

otherwise to form when distended the shape’
| rate the opposite sides of the bag when the

of the bust desirved.. . .

The two thicknesses of the front of the waist
are so united as to provide an intervening
pocket. The construction may be such that
two pockets are provided, one on each side of
the median line of the bust, said parts being
in the present instance united to form the
pocket by being seamed together along the
under-arm seams, as indicated at 10, along the
shoulder-seams, as indicated at 4, and around
the neck at 11, but are desirably left free
from each other at their lower margins along
the waist-line to afford access to the pocket.

12 designates as a whole an inflatable air-
tight bag or pad, which is made of thin sheet
rubber of a soft and tough character, so as to
resist puncturing by a pointed instrument—
such, for example, as a pin or needle—unless
considerable pressure be applied to force the
instrument through the rubber, such rubber
now heing in common use in variousarts. The
bag isshown in the present instance as made by
folding a sheet of rubber uponitself and cut-
ting out the double sheet into approximately
the form of the front of the bust portion of the
waist, as outlined in dotted lines in Fig. 3, the
fold being arranged to form the lower edge of
the pad or bagand the remaining three sides or
edges, (designated 13 and 14, respectively,) be-
ing cemented together for some distance in-
wardly around the entire circumference of the
cut edges—as, for example, from the edges in-
wardly upon the dotted lines 15. (Shown in
said Fig. 3.) It will of course be understood
that said rubber bag may be otherwise con-
structed—as, for example, it may be made
seamless; but it is to be noted in this connec-
tion that in order to secure the best results
the bag as a whole must be made as large or
larger than the space it is designed to fill, so
that when fully distended and its further ex-
pansion prevented by the cover it will not be
stretched in any part to any considerable ex-
tent. This is a feature of importance for the
reason that when thus constructed and when
inflated sufficiently for all practical purposes
it has been found in practice that the bag will
not leak to any seriously detrimental extent
if it be punctured by a pin or needle, but will,
on the contrary, close up tight enough to pre-
vent the escape of the air when the punctur-
ing instrument is withdrawn.

In order to assist in imparting a proper
form to the outer bust portion 9, a strap 16
of relatively non-elastic fabric is secured at
one of its ends to the inside of the lining at a
point upon the median line thereof and a
short distance above the lower edge of the
pad, as indicated at 17, Fig. 2, to extend
thence down around the lower edge of the pad
and up in front of the latter and secured to
the front adjacent to the upper edge of the in-
flatable bag, as indicated in dotted lines at 18,
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Fig. 3, theJength of this confining-strap be-
ing such asto-foith a crease and partially sepa-

latter is inflated, and thus prevent the outer
part of the waist from being bulged out un-
duly along its median line. The said strap
likewise affords a convenient means of secur-
ing the inflatable bag accurately in position,
but it will of course be understood that any
other suitable means may be employed for
holding it in place.

In order to enable the bag to be inflated at
will, a valve 19 is provided, conveniently ar-
ranged to communicate with the lower part
of the front of the pad and extending out
through the confining-strap 16 and outer cov-
ering, this valve being of any suitable con-
struction.

From the foregoing description it will be
obvious that a garment constructed in accord-

ance with my invention will assume the exact:

shape desired when the bust portion thereof
is inflated when unconfined by outer- gar-
ments—as, for example, when worn under a
light or loose-fitting shirt-waist—and yet will
adaptitself perfectly to outer garments, which
may fit so closely as to compress it more or
less, without the least discomtort to the wearer.
It will be seen also that the construction is
such that it will be accurately held in exact

placement. In this construction it is tobe
noted that while the garment embodying my
invention is distinctly a softflexible waist as
distinguished from a corset-like construction,
yet it would be no departure from the inven-

tion to make the outer bust-forming portions.
thereof of semistiffened material to imparta;
more accurate and definite form thereto 'so-

long as the waist remains substantially un-
stayed as a whole. :

While I have herein described a practical
and preferred embodiment of my invention,
yet it will be obvious that the details thereot
may be modified without departing from the
spirit of the invention. I do not, therefore,
wish to be limited to the details of construc-
tion shown and described, except to the ex-
tent that the same are made the subject of
specific claims.

T am aware that pneumatic form-pads per
se are not novel and that numerous methods

of constructing and applying such pads to the’

human figure have been described. - 1 am also
aware of the common practice of applying
pads of various kinds to the lobes of “corsets
and to variousportions of the body; but none
of these devices with which I am familiar are
satisfactory, for the reason that at best they
are but separate and independently-applied
parts of a complete garment, and none of
them provide means for securely holding the
pad in the desired position. No bust-form
pad which is placed loosely upon the body of
the wearer will retain its place reliably, and
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experience shows that such pad cannot be re-
tained in position by strings, bands, or other
fastenings which do not give practically the
same support and security as a form-fitting
waist will give. I am also aware that it has
heretofore been proposed to provide a stiff-
ened corset with inflatable pneumatic bust-
pads built in integrally and permanently with
the corset structure. Such a garment obvi-
ously does not embody my invention, which
has for its object to provide a garment which

. may be worn alone upon the natural form

~

e

)

without in the least interfering with the most
perfect freedom of movement of every part
and muscle of the body and at the same time
without offering any suggestion of its pres-
ence, or, on the other hand, it may with equal
appropriateness be worn over the corset, and
in either case the garment will be retained
with certainty in exact position.

My invention provides a garment or article
of apparel embodying as an integral part
thereof a form-pad, which is necessarlly and
by virtue of its being an integral part held
securely and deﬁnitely in p‘osition. It is es-
sential that a pad of this kind should not only
be supported so as to prevent its working
down and up, but it must also be supported
laterally in order to maintain the desired posi-
tion. Support in all these particulars is af-
forded by the provision of a form - fitting
waist adapted to contain the form-pads, and
which waist can be put on with the same ease
as a corset. In its broader features the par-
ticular construction of the waist is not essen-
tial. For example, a corset itself might be

readily adapted to contain by the omission of |

stays and change in the construction of the
lobes these form-pads, andin case a garment
having stays is employed the shoulder-straps

8

or other means for holding up the pad may

‘be omitted.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination with a waist formed of
substantlally unstlffened textile fabric and
comprising an inner form- fitting front, an
outer contour forming bust portlon made of
relatively inelastic textile fabric, a waist-
fitting lower portion and shoulder - supports,

“of a bust-pad consisting of an inflatable bag

of thin rubber, seated Wlthm the bust portlon
of said waist and a controlled inlet for use in
inflating said bag, substantially as described.
2. The combination to form a garment, of
a relatively thin, unstiffened, waist-like form-
pad cover.comprising an inner side or lining
member adapted to rest against and conform
to the front side of the body, and an outer
side eovering member fitting closely around
the waist and extending upwardly therefrom,
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supported from the shoulders, and prov1ded 2

with a bust portion having a definite form
adapted to confine and give form to a con-

tained air-bag, and an 1ndependently con-

structed and removable inflatable air-bag fit-
ting within said cover, between it and the lin-
inor member and consisting of thin, elastic
sheet—rubber made of a size. substantlally con-
forming to theinternal chmensmns of the cav-
ity of the cover within which it is séated and
arranged loosely within the latter, or with its
surface substantially unattached to the cover,
whereby it is free to expand and contract in-
dependently of the cover, within thel imits
of the dimensions oi the latter substantially
as described.
KATHERINE L. STENHOUSE.
Witnesses:
ArBeErT H. GRAVES,
FreDERICK C. GOODWIN.
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