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Thrs i vent1on relates to F combmed back rest and car-
rying ba‘7 construct1on and miore. particularly. relates to
such constructron which'in one "condition supports the
back of "a“person’ seated thereon ‘and in another condr-
tion forms a carrymv bag of vatiable. Volume :

Al number of prior art constructlons are 1ntended for
use alternatrvely as' a contamer for carrymfy artrcles and
as a seating device. ..

However, none. of these has been completely satls-v \
factory AT least one comprlses a rlgrd wall ‘case. Wthh_
when folded for carrymg is substantlally filled by, parts.

necessary ‘for” 1ts use as a back rest and, hence, little .or.no
roomi' is Teft for.cariying. artlcles

vrces generally define contamers of a ﬁxed volume, whrch;
are u1satrsfactory to the average user wrshmg fo, carry‘

' Or no loads at ‘all are l'rvolved Such devrces also‘

ret;ulre‘excessrve storage volume Many pr1or art devices

mclude a substantrally rrgl_d framework of elongated ele-:

. ] )
back’ isection, and covered by a cloth
and back fold toward each other;to fo

and provlde lrttle protectlon agalnst CI'u“»han' .or breakagei
for ‘their contents

s, k_nown,.whl_ch 3
- elevated posi=

capable of suppor‘tm?7 the back and thlghs of ‘a person; Vi
d alternatlvely capable of use:: as:

seated thereupon
a carrymfr bag of va able -yolume,

(2) To provrde a devrce as aforesald whrch comprrses;t
a, bucket-lrke seat; capable of. posrtrvely ‘supporting -the:’
back of th occupant in comfortabl v-inclined ;position and 'z .
the device., spaced from -the-back thereof:is:
,pport the. thrghs of: the .occupant to maintain:
the occupant s knees in.a comfortable raised.and. partlally i
bent’ condltlon and. to. prevent ithe  occupant from . sliding'-

off the seat due to the mcllnatlon of the back: thereof.

3), To provrde a- devrce, as -aforesaid, in’, which the-
back is. posmvely braced and: in ‘which:the occupant can..

ad]ust the ; 1nc11nat1on of: the back member whlle seated .;70

on the dev1ce

(4) To prov1de a dev1ce, a8 aforesard <dn: whlch the:‘lu

Other rigid walled de-

upper portions of back and thigh supporting miembers are
norfnally :connected: by ‘an“elongated :element. .to. miain-
tain the angle therebetween substantially constant- despite
adjustment of the inclination of the back member; in which

=z 5 the inclination of the thigh support: member can be ad-

justed- indépendently ofthe back:miember if- desired -and
by the seated occupant,:and in'which the means malntaln-j
ing:a fixed argle bétween: the body and thlgh support
members-locks more trghtly m the presence of the weroht‘
of:the occupant: : LT

- (5 To prov1de a dev1ce as: aforesa1d whrch provrdes'
a~¢lean dry surface on: which to sit, ‘which surface may:
be:cushioned; ‘which prevents cold: drafts“on the back ‘of
the occupant ‘which* flexes slightly* to conforni’ to- the'
15 contours- of the ‘occupant ‘to increase the: comfort of the
o devrce, which ‘may be’ used on a wide variety’ of support-3
ing surfaces ‘ranging from- slngle plank type stadium- seatsf
to“beach’ “sand; ‘ground- or" snow “without - ‘modification’
anid “which ‘wliefi-provided with a* cushioned seat: portion
is partrcularly adapted to use in smow or- ‘on-otherwise*

10

20

.(6). To-provide.a: dev1ce -as: aforesard which-is:capable
of forming.a carrying bag havrng a.pair of .of :opposed:
substantlally_rrord walls: comprising said:-back: and thigh::
support members-which :cooperate :with:a-web:connected:
“ to.the -bottom .edges; thereof ;and a flexible shéet: affixed:
to:one; thereof to define-a voluminous; self-cleaning cairys:
ing bag having.a large flat:bottom:and in. which said-walls:
are ‘movable; together: to:closely sandwich a load:for pro=
, tectmﬂ :the load. from crushing:'or: breakrng and:’so" that;
* the. carrymv bag meed:not be ; substantlally thrcker than'
the load carried:thereby. - = i

+{7):Feo provide a: devrce, as: aforesald in whlch saldif
exongated ¢lement ‘may:be ;adjusted - for: use : as;a-hand:
9 geip,forrearrying the:device:as a:shoulder bagor knap:
" sack and hanging:the device on-a wall-hook and "which:
clongated.. element when so used mamtams the! carrymg*
bag: closed:: :
={(8):To provrde a devrce ‘as aforesald Hncluding’a cover:
for covering the contents:thereof -when used for-a‘carrying”
i bagand: foruse as-an extension of the thigh- ‘support mem-g
ber to-protect the-legs ©of the'user from sand dlrt or the‘;-’
like when device:is used as aback rest.” S

(9) To provide a_device, as; aforesa1d whlch may be
constructed of any of a varrety of relatlvely 1nexpens1ve
i and wrdely avallable materials; whrch is’ manufactu‘
in“large numbers or’ 1nd1v1dually “at” relatrvely Tow
whichrequire’ l1ttle space in sh1pp1 g wh h i§’ capable of .
a rclat1vely lonv a d ¢ ”

silpong bwehin osvn

the 1nvent10n arranoe as a'back’ rest v C v T
FIGU‘{E 2isa partrally broken',‘ f agr entary and en- ;
larved side’ elevational v1ew f(the dev1ce of FIGURE L.z
.FIGURE. 3 ls‘an eblique view s1m11ar to. FIGURE 1.but
"showmg _the evice .atranged; for -use':as:a. carrymg bag:
or. knap sack for a relat1ve1y Jarge: load 5
FIGURE 4.is-an- enlarged rear; elevatronal vrew of the
devrce of FIGURE 3. drn i
: FIGURE 5 s anc enlarged" ; partla]ly broken central :
cross-sectional. view substantlally as taken on’ the hn ‘
V==V of FIGURE 4" Talnl L s
‘FIGURE 6.is-d partrally broken front elevat1ona1 vxew
of the device of FIGUREF' w1th the cover sheet removed
- froni the top ‘thereof: :
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FIGURE 7 is a partially broken, top view of the de-
vice of FIGURE 4.

FIGURE 8 is an enlarged fragment of FIGURE 4.

FIGURE 9 is a sectional view taken along the line
IX—IX of FIGURE 5.

FIGURE 10 is a sectional view taken on the line X—X
of FIGURE 5.

FIGURE 11 is an oblique view similar to FIGURE 1
showing a modification.

Certain terminology will be used in the following de-
scription for convenience in reference only and will not
be limiting. The words “upwardly,” “downwardly,”
“rightwardly” and “leftwardly” will designate directions in
the drawings to which reference is made. The words
“front” and “rear” will refer to directions taken with re-
spect to the normal position of a person seated in the
device embodying the invention such -directions being
to the right and left, respectively seen in FIGURES 2
and 5. The words “inwardly” and “outwardly” will refer
to directions toward and away from, respectively, the
geometric center of the device and- designated parts
thereof. Said terminology will include the words above
specifically mentioned, derivatives thereof and words of
similar import.

General description

" In general, the combined back rest and carrying bag
embodying the invention comprises a back member and
a thigh support member hingedly affixed at longitudinally
spaced locations to an intermediate seat portion which
may be a fabric web. An adjustable back brace is hinged
to the back member for supporting same at a variable
inclination on a supporting surface such as the ground.
The ends of a rope are adjustably fixed by jambing
grommets to the upper side edges of the thigh support
menber, the rope extending through openings in the upper
side edges of the back member and around the back
thereof for determining the angle between the back and
thigh support member.. Thus, the back and thighs of a
person seated on the web are supported in'a comfortable
inclined position by the back and thigh support members,
respectively. The side edges of a rectangular bag sheet
are affixed to the side edges of the back member, the
midportion of the bag sheet being movable away from the
back member to define a chamber therewith, and with
said web, for carrying articles. The portion of the rope
behind the back member may be used as a carrying
handle for carrying the device as a carrying bag.

Detailed description

The device 16 (FIGURES 1 and 5) embodying the in-
vention basically comprises a substantially rectangular
back member or panel 12 and a longitudinal aligned
thigh support member or panel i3 of preferably similar
width affixed to and separated by a seat element a panel
14. The members 12 and 13 are pivotable with respect
to each other along their opposed edges and with respect
to the seat element H. In the preferred embodiment of
the invention shown in FIGURES 1 and 5, the seat ele-
ment 14 comprises the intermediate portion of an elon-
gated flexible web 11 which extends substantially through-
out the longitudinal extent of the members 12 and 13.
The web 11 is preferably of medium weight canvas but
other materials including flexible plastic sheeting or other
fabrics may be used if desired.

The upper edge 16 (FIGURE 1) of the back member

12 is preferably convexly curved as are the concave lower’

edge 17 and convex upper edge 18 of the thigh support
member 13. The nesting curves of the edges 17 and 18
allow members to be sequentially cut from a piece of ma-
terial with minimum waste while providing a pleasing
appearance. If desired, the edges 16, 17 and 18 may be
straight. The back and thigh support members 12 and
13 are preferably constructed of a substantially rigid and
relatively light weight material capable of limited resilient
flexure.. Although the present embodiment uses 1% inch
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thick plywood, other materials such as cardboard or plas-
tic panels or the like might be used if desired. The web
11 includes side flaps 19 which fold over the side edges
of the members 12 and 13 and a similar end flap 21 which
folds over the upper end of the back member 12. The
web 11 including the flaps 19 and 21, is in the embodi-
ment of FIGURE 1, attached to the back and thigh sup-
port members I2 and 13 by a suitable adhesive of any
convenient type although other fastenings including stitch-
ing, staples, rivets or the like may be used if desired.

A pad 22 (FIGURE 2) may be disposed upon the seat
portion 14 and may be affixed thereto by any convenient
means such as adhesives. In the particular embodiment
shown, the pad 22 comprises a slab of relatively dense re-
silient material such as foam rubber.

The side edges of a flexible rectangular bag sheet 27
are affixed to the back member 12 adjacent the sideward
edges thereof and are preférably covered by the flaps 19.
The bag sheet 27 is preferably of the same material as .
the web 11. The bag sheet 27 is wider than the back
member 12 approximately by twice the longitudinal ex-
tent of the seat portion 14. The bag sheet 27 extends
from the bottom edge of the back member 12 upwardly
almost to the upper edge 16 thereof. The upper and
lower edges 28 and 29 of the bag sheet 27 are freely
movable so that the bag sheet 27 may be folded flat against
the back member 12 as shown in FIGURE 1 or may be
freely pulled forwardly away from the back member 12
(FIGURES 3, 5 and 7) to define therewith and with the
seat.portion 14 a chamber 31 of large maximum volume
(1860 cubic inches in the embodiment shown) for receiv-
ing articles to ‘be carried. The forward portion of the bag
sheet 27 is normally reinforced, when the device 10 is
used for carrying, by the thigh support member 13 as
indicated in FIGURE 5 and hereinafter discussed, the
members 12 -and 13 acting to shield and protect articles
placed in the chamber 31.

A pair of circular grommets 32 reinforce openings
through the back member 12 near the upper corners there-
of. A pair of jamb grommets 33 define a substantially
key hole shaped opening through each of the upper corners
of the thigh support member 13. The narrowed ends of
the jamb grommets 33 are preferably opposed as in FIG-
URE 6.

The midportion 37 (FIGURE 2) of an elongated flexi-
ble element, here a rope 36 normally lies, when the device
19 is arranged as a back rest as shown in FIGURE 1, be-
hind the back member 12 between the grommets 32. The
legs 34 of the rope 36 extend from the midportion 37
forwardly through the grommets 32 and through the en-
larged portion of the corresponding jamb grommets 33.
The transverse portions 35 of the rope 36 emerging from
the jamb grommets 33 then cross the width of the forward
or under face of the thigh support member 13 to pass
upwardly or rearwardly through the narrow portion of the
jamb grommets 33 on the opposite side. The ends 39
of the rope 3§ are preferably terminated: in knots 38 or
by other enlargement means such as suitable clips, not
shown, or the like to prevent inadvertent removal thereof
from the jamb grommets 33 should said ends slip from.
the narrow portion of said jamb grommets into the wide
portion thereof. It will be noted that tensioning of the
rope 36 due, for example, to the weight of a person seated
in the device 16 in its orientation of FIGURE 1, will cause
the legs 34 of the rope 36 in the large part of the jamb
grommets 33 to move toward the narrow portions thereof,
thereby tightly wedging or jambing the rope ends 39 into
said narrow portions to fix the ends 39 with respect to
the thigh support member 13 independently of the knots
38. The jambed ends 39 are released by outward move-
ment thereof toward the wide part of the jamb grommets
33. Thus, the effective length of rope 36 between the
jamb grommets 33 may be adjusted and locked between
such adjustments to furnish the angle or distance between
the members 12 and 13 desired.
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.. The upper end of a vertically elongated and preferably
upwardly convergentlv tapered back brace 41 is ‘hinged
on the back ‘face of ‘the back member 12 adjacent its
. upper end and extends substantlally to the bottom edge of
the- back" member” 12." In the ‘particular” embodiment
shown, the.~ upper portlon of back ‘brace 41 'is cut from
the back member 12 to leave a'slot 43 (FIGURE 5) there-
in’ extendmg upWardly ‘into the cefitral’ portlon ' thereof.
The outward side” of ‘the back brace ‘41 is Here’ covered
With "2 flexible ‘oiatérial,“here ‘the “cloth 44 which is
preferably similar to that of ‘the web. 11. - The cloth 44
folds over the edges of the brace 41 and is affixed there-
to' by "any “convenient “means such as an adhesive. The
cloth 44 extends upwardly past thé Upper end of the: back
brace 41 in a multiple , thickness which is: attached to

10

G
through an angle determmed by the .hole: 47 into. which
the.hook' 57 is placed ie. by the. effective length of the
cord 53, The bottom of the brace 41 rests on the ground
and supports the back member 12 in a comfortable rear-
Wardly iniclined position as determined 'by said angle.
Further, the cover sheet 61 may be stretched out in front
of the device 1¢ to protect the legs of the user from.con-
tact with the ground. The seat portion 14 lies on the
ground. The member 13 slopes upwardly and forwardly
away from the member 12 at an inclination . determined

* by the eﬁectlve length of the rope 36, and by the siope

15

thé back- of the’member 12 to form 4. ¢loth hinge 46. In "

the particular embodiment shown, the upper ‘portion 44a
of the Ccloth 44 is double folded ‘and d:block 45 of prefer-
ably srmllar materlal and w1dth to the back brace 41,
18 mserted into’ sard folded upper portlon 44a. A plurahty,

20

here three “of rrvets 48 sandwich the folded upper-end 44a

of th"“,cloth 44 and"th¢ block 45 between the member 12
( Ate "(FIGURE 8) The plate 49 rncludes a
0

' block 45 and | folded portlon ‘44a abut
the upper end of the back, brace 41 to prevent upward
(FIGURE 5) movement thereof with’ Tespect to the back
member 12. 1If desired, the upper portion 44a may.be
folded" 4 lessér umper. ‘of times where. a relatrvely thick
block 45 is used. Alternately, the block’ 45.may. be. omit-
ted where the fabrrc [of the upper portion, 44a when folded

2 y mmeted extend through the cloth cover
44 alotg the' vertical centerhne thereof A palr of grom-

(FIGURE 4) and 52 toward the mrdportlon 56 of saxd
cord ‘which carries 4 hook 57. The. hook may be inserted
into a selected one of the holes. 47 to regulate the. lenﬂth of
he,

( ‘ 12, nWhﬂen the dev1ce 10is arranged
‘ 'ack rest F[GURE 1),-the, hook 57.is. normally ad-
) non-zero angle between the brace 41
The .hook, 57 is generally placed in a

yin g bag (FIGURE 5) so that the brace 41 is
1d “c]osely agamst the :back . member 12 :

web_‘ll ad]acent 1ts forward edge preferably by sewmo
The ¢over sheet 61 is long enough to pass rearwardly over
and cover the chamber 31, at:its maximum velume siib-
stantrally as shown in FIGURE 5, :The .cover;sheet: 61 is
narrow enough to _pass snugly but wrthout Wnnkhng

s bly. ‘,y a res1hent thong 63 The hook 62 is en-
gageable with a. selected .one of the holes 47 to.resiliently
tension.and, mamtam the.cover sheet 61 over the mouth of
the chamlber 3L,

If desrred an open topped pocket 66» (FIGURE 5) may
be anchored along its side and bottom edges to the forward
wall of the back member :12. -Since :the pocket-66. lies
in part over the slot .43 in. the back .member.. 12, .said
pocket is preferably provrded with a back wall 67 to

] Opel atzon

"When used as a back rest the devrce 10 may be used
in two ways.. In one way it is arranged.as in FIGURE 1
upon a supportmg surface for example ‘the grourld The
back brace 41 is p1voted away {rom the member 12

#
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' changed

of the back member 12. . The back Of a person_seated
on the portron 14 is supported by the norma]ly 1nchned
back member 12 and the thigh support member 13 sup-
ports the’ thighs. of the occupant to assist in marntammg
the knees of sa1d occupant ina comfortable elevated posi-
tion, the feet of the occupant extendmg forwardly there-
from. The normal inclined or upstanding position of
the - member 13 “also positively. prevents the. occupant
from’ sliding forwardly off the device 10 or apprecrably
away from the bottom’ edge of the back member .12 as
thight otherwrse be caused by the mchnatron of the back
member 12. The weight of the occupant on the members
12.and 13 tensions the rope, 36 to. cause sard members to
res1hently bend around the occupant to some extent, whrch
increases. the “comfort of the device 19 ‘as a back rest.
Thus, the members 12 and 13 together with the portlons
of the rope .36 extending, therebetween tend to.form'.a
bucket like enclosure which holds the occupant with. great
stabrhty and substantrally w1thout effort .on the _part of
the occupant in. a, comfortable srttmg posmon gr
The occupant .may ad]ust the. slope of the back mem-
ber A2 wrthout leavmg the dev1ce 10 simply by reachm g
rearwardly, moving the hook 57 to.another one of, thes

holes 47" and thereafter urgrng the back  brace 41 Tear-

wardly toinsure. that it is -in. its rearwardmost pos1t1on
allowed lby the repositioned hook’ 57" "The thrgh support
member 13 tends to. follow the member, 12. quite. closely
as the mclmatron of ‘the_ latter, is . changed to. maintain,

L the 1ncluded angle between the members 12 and 13 mdt—

cated at A in, FIGURE 2 at least appr oxrmately constant‘
desprte changes in the 1nchnat10n of the back member 12
Thus ‘both the., comfort and .the. stabllxty of the occupant
are’ mamtamed wrthout separate adjustment to the mem-
ber 13 as the,, mchnatron‘ of . the -back member 12 is

.-The, 1nchnatron of the rnember 13 may be readrly
ad]usted by the occupant while: seated . without ad]ust-,
ment of the. mchnatron of the: member. 12. The occupant
preferably Jemaves at. least some .of ‘the we'ght of  his

" thighs from. the member 13, and pulls outwardly on.the

ends 39, of. the Trope 36.to. move same at least partially.out
of the. DATTGwW, portlons of ;the ]amb orommets 33 thereby
unlockmg the ends 39. Thereafter an. upward and out-.
ward pull on the ends 32, raises the member 13 to ‘a more,

" vertical, position : ‘and conversely, a .downward force on.

40,

the upper edge of . the member 13 reclines same. Move-.
ment-of the ends.39 toward: each other while. exerting. a;
srmultaneous downward force on. the, member 13 relocks:
the’ rope ends 39 in a new pos1t10n in the ]amb grom-

" mets 33.

65

70,

75.
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The dev1ce 10 may also be used as a back rest Wrthout;
beneﬁt of the back brace.41.. In a stadrum for example,
where a bleacher type. seat -would, provrde no bearing for
the back. brace; the latter may be left.in the FIGURE 5.

" position. and ‘back :support .will: normally. be provided by.

weight. of the. thighs. on .the support member 13 which
pulls, the back member 12 forwardly against the back. of:
the occupant ‘The angle A between the members 12-and .
13 is adjustable as described above., - ¢ :

:. The: device 10, can. be converted. - to a carrymg bag-
(FIGURES 3 and 5). by readjusting the hook .57 in the:
holes 47 to hold the back brace 41 firmlyagainst the back:
member. 12.. . An.upward pull .on the midportion 37 of:
the rope 36 shortens the portions of the rope 36 between.,
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the members 12 and 13 to bring said members into the
substantially spaced, upstanding condition of FIGURE 5.
The midportion of the bag sheet 27 may now be pulled
forwardly away from the member 12 and toward its
position.of FIGURE 35 so that articles to be carried may
be placed within the chamber 31. Thereafter, the cover
sheet 61 may be placed over the chamber 31 and fastened
by means of the hook 62 into one of the holes 47 in the
back brace 41. - The upwardly pulled midportion 37 of
the rope 38, with the knots 38 abutting the grommets 33
will be long enough to be used as a shoulder strap or to
be placed behind the neck and in front of the shoulders
of the user for carrying the device 1¢ as a knap sack.
The midportion 37 may be shortened for use as a hand
grip or handle by unlocking the rope ends 39 from the
jamb grommets 33, axially adjusting said ends with re-
spect to said grommets 33 and finally relocking said ends
in said jamb grommets. . Alternatively, the rope ends
3% may be left undisturbed in the jamb grommets 33 and
the two portions of rope 36 passing forward of the sup-
port member 13 may be seized at their midpoints and
drawn up until they lie next to the midportion 37 whereby
all three may be grasped or hung on a hook. The mem-
bers 12 and 13 tend to move toward each other and curve
around and snugly surround the load in the chamber 31
when the rope 36°is tensioned by an upward pull on the
rope midportion ‘37. For thinner loads or when the
chamber 31 is empty, the member 13 is moved upwardly
as a whole with respect to, as well as, toward the member
12 upward urging of the rope midportion 37 acting to
make the device thinner. In such flat condition, the
device 10 may be readily stored in a small space. The
chamber 31 may, if desired, be loaded substantially as
above described but with the back member 12 braced
nearly vertically by the back brace 41 whereby the device
16 stands up without manual support during loading or
unloading.

The grommets 33 and 32 are positioned so that an
upward pull on the rope midportion 37 tends to move
the upper end of the member 13 toward the upper end
of the member 12. Thus, if only the bottom portion of
the chamber 31 is filled, the upper edge of the member
13 moves inwardly while its lower edge stays spaced
from the member 12 so that the member 13 at least par-
tially covers the load in the chamber 31 thus allowing the
cover sheet 61 to be omitted or left open.

If desired, a liner, not shown, may be provided for
continuously covering the upper faces (FIGURE 1) of
the member 12, the pad 22 and the member 13. In
such case the back sheet 67 of the pocket 66 may be
omitted and the front sheet thereof is attached along
its bottom and side edges to the face of the liner. It is
also contemplated that the web 11 and such liner may
together comprise a fabric tube, into an open end of
which the member 12, pad 22 and member 13 may be
slid, whereafter closure of the tube ends, as by sewing,
and thereafter addition of the grommets 32 and 33 fixes
the members 12 and 13 within the tube, the pad 22, if
included, being fixed in said tube by any convenient
means, such as adhesives.

Although the above discussion has been primarily di-
rected toward a preferred embodiment of the device 18,
constructed for long life and for a pleasing appearance,
at least the broader aspects of the invention might be
carried out by a device such as seen in FIGURE 11, of
less expensive materials and simplified construction for
use as a throwaway to be discarded after a single or
limited use. Turning to FIGURE 2, such a throwaway
device might be constructed for example by making the
back member 12, the seat element i4 and the support
member 13 from a piece of cardboard creased and folded
at the lines of separation between the parts 12, 13 and
14. An inexpensive grade of heavy twine might be used
for the elongated element 36. The pad 22, cover 61
and, for stadinm wuse, the back brace 41 with its cord
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8
53 might be eliminated. Even the bag sheet 27 might
be eliminated although this would seriously degrade
the ability of the device 10 to act as a carrying device
except perhaps for single relatively large boxes or thin
objects such as papers taken a few at a time.

Although a particular preferred embodiment of the
invention has been disclosed -above for illustrative pur-
poses, it will be noted that variations or modifications
thereof which come within the scope of the appended
claims are fully contemplated.

What is claimed is: . .

1. In a new article of manufacture adapted to form
a back rest, the combination comprising:

a first panel;

a second panel secured to said first panel and pivotable

with respect thereto;

a third panel secured to said first panel and pivotable
with. respect thereto into divergence with said sec-
ond panel, said second panel and third panel being
spaced from each other by said first panel;

flexible tension elements connected between said sec-
ond panel and third panel at points thereon adja-
cent the side edges thereof, said elements limiting
the divergence of said second and third panels;

whereby a transverse pull on said élongated element
will move said second and third panels toward each
other.

2. In a combined back rest and carrying bag con-

struction, the combination comprising:

a flexible web;

a panel-like back member secured to said web;

a panel-like support member secured to said web,
sajd back member and support member each having
a bottom edge, said bottom edges being opposed to
and spaced from each other;

an elongated flexible element connecting said back
member and support member at points thereon
spaced from said bottom edges for normally caus-
ing said back and support members to slope up-
wardly from said bottom edges, said elongated ele-
ment being adjustable for varying the angle defined
between said members;

a bag sheet of width greater than said back member
and having side edges affixed adjacent the side edges
of said back member, the midportion of said bag
sheet being alternatively capable of being folded
against said back member or being separated there-
from to define therewith and with said web a
chamber for receiving articles to be carried;

whereby said back and support members may be used
to support the back and thighs respectively of a
person seated on said web and alternatively may
})e used to house a load in said chamber for carry-
ing.

3. The device defined in claim 2 wherein:

said back member has a pair of openings in the side
edges thereof adjacent the top edge thereof;

said support member has a pair of substantially key-
hole shaped jamb grommets in the side edges thereof
adjacent the top edge thereof, the narrow portions
of said jamb grommets being opposed;

said flexible element comprises a rope having an end
portion in the narrow part of each jamb grommet,
said rope ends running from said jamb grommets
along the sides of the device, into the corresponding
ones of said openings in said back member and
joining in a common midportion behind the back
member;

whereby urging of the upper edge of the back and
support members away from each other will lock
said end portions with respect to said jamb grom-
‘mets. '

4. The device defined in claim 2 including:

a back brace hinged at its upper end to the back of
the back member and pivotable with respect there-
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to for supporting said back member in an inclined
condition with respect to a supporting surface;

a plurality of openings through said back brace;

a cord anchored to said back member adjacent the
lower end thereof and passing through at least one
of said openings in said back brace adjacent the
lower end thereof;

a hook connected to said cord and alternatively en-
gageable .with one of the remaining openings in
said back brace for limiting pivotal movement of
said back brace away from said back member; )

a cover sheet extending from the upper end of said
support member for covering said chamber when
said device is used as a carrying bag and a hook on
the end of said cover sheet for engaging another of
said holes in said back brace to hold said cover
sheet in place.

5. The device defined in claim 2 wherein said web
continuously covers at least one side of said back and
support members and is made of fabric; and

said back support members and said back brace are of
thin plywood, said back and support members be-
ing flexible at least across their width dimensions
for bending around a person or load located there-
between on said web, said back member having a
slot extending from the middle lower edge thereof
to assist such flexibility.

6. The device defined in claim 1 in which said flexible
elements are part of a single loop having one reach ex-
tending across the back of said second panel and a fur-
ther reach extending across the front of said third panel,
said flexible elments being disposed on opposite sides of
the article and spaced from said first panel for connect-
ing the corresponding ends of said one and further
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reaches to limit the divergence of said second and third
panels.

7. The device defined in claim 1 in which at least said
second and third panels are of substantially rigid ma-
terial which resists bending at least longitudinally of the
article for supporting the back and thighs, respectively,
of a person seated on said first panel, the inclined third
panel preventing said person from sliding forward off
said device even when said second panel is at an obtuse
angle to said first panel.

8. The device defined in claim 1 in which said first
panel includes opposed edge portions integral therewith
which are flexible and pivotally connect said second and
third panels to said first panel.

9. The device defined in claim 1 in which said first
panel comprises a single and continuous piece.
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