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To all uphem, it may concern. 
Be it knowi that I, ECGEN F. 

citizen of the United States, 
lyphalat, in the county of lacká 

ii}, i., ii. 
*ing 

'anna and 
State of Pennsylvania, have inverted a new 
and useful Tension Device; 2nd I do hereby 
declare the following to be a filli, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in tihe art to wiel 
it appertains to inake and use St. 
This invention pertains it is levy aid use 

ful tension device, adapted for use it connec 
tion with check reins of ia aess, whereby a 
resilient yielding or spring action is provided 
to couriteract the effect G sudden jerks of the 
horse's head, and the in yeaki), in its widest 
latitude has for an object to provi 
of this type, by the use of whici he bi'eaking 
of the overcheck rein, or the acerati m 
horse's mouth, in case the horse slio 
ble, is obviated. 
The invention aims as 8, 

provided a device as he'ei 
comprising an open ended sis: 

R tile 

; : sixar eleject, to 
f ibed, 
sion and 

spring coiled 
about said rod and adapted to coact Between 
the said piston, and a permaneni, ciosure for 
the shell. There being two closures for the 
open ends of the said shell, and which are 
permanently fixed theireto. i.e. said rod 
operates through an aperture is one of the 
closures, while the other closure is provided 
with a swiveled element, to which is fastened 
a ieather loop adapted to be fastened to the 
saddle of a harness. This swiveled element, 
is constructed in such wise as G allow the 
said loop to be removed when the same has 
become worn or broken, for the giacement of 
a new loop. 

In Figure 4 of the drawings, is device is 
shown as having a pair of pistons and rods, 
coacting against the tension of the spring 
disposed between the pistors. 

This invention comprises further objects 
and combinations of elements which will be 
hereinafter more fully described, sh{wn in 
the accompanying drawings, and the novel 
features thereof will be pointed oat, iy the 
appended claims. 

o obtain a full and correct, understanding 
of the details of construction, coin his tio is 
of features, elements and advantages, refer. 
ence is to be had to the hereinafter sat forth 
description and the accompanying drawings 
in connection therewith, whereir 

Fig. 1 is a perspective Visw of the device, 

3:ptaisier 20, i.e. 

it. 

e a tie vice 

Katiented Barch 2, 1909. is fat, 23. 

showit 

s 

tile saine as applied to 8 harness. 
s an enlarged perspective view show 

is in proved device detached. Fig 3 is 
a longifu dial sectional view through Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a longitudiia sectionai yiew, show 
ing a pair of pistons and rods. 

like reference characters are used to indi 
cate similar features throughout the several 
illustratikas. 

in reg:rd to the drawings, 1 designates an 
opei is ded shell, the ends of which sire closed 
by perii; icht closures 2 and 3 as shown in 
Fig. 2. iisposed within the said shell is a 
pistol 4, arried by a piston rod 5, adapted 
to move through an aperture 6 of the closure 
3, aid is provided with a loop 7, to which is 

i connected ths lower end of the overcheck 
rein 3 (fa, iariess as shown clearly in Figs. 1 
and 2. The said closures are fastened per 
manei)ily to the shell by any suitable means, 
preferably by brazing or soldering, that is, 
after the piston, rod and the spring 9 are 
positioned within said shell, as will be clearly 
manifest. The spring 9 operates between 
the piston 4 ind the closure 3 as shown in 
Fig. S of the drawings. 
Swiveled to the closure 2, as at 10 is an 

alenant, , compising a fixed member 12, 
8 ad a nov; bie member 13, each of which is 
provided with a hoilow threaded lateral ex 
tension d, which when said extensions are 
in engagement, a pivot is formed, for the 
ies.iher cop 5 as clearly shown in Fig. 3. 
To i (id the said members 2 and 13 and 

I their extensions, close together a screw 16 is 
adapted to engage the thread of said exten 
sions. The said member i3 is movable upon 
a pivot, as shown at 17, that is when it is de 
sired to remove said loop, when broken or 
worn so as to pist-ce a now on in engagement 
with the pivot. 

in Fig. 4 a modification of the invention as 
illustrated in which figure a pair of pistons 18 
having re?is 9, adapted to coöperate with 
he spring 2i), which is disposed between said 

said pistons are held within 
he irigs 21 as shown clearly in 

1-, 

pistons, the 
tha she sy 
iig. 4. 

iFroal the foregoing, it will be 
4 ". . . . . . ly ol 

Cw:ii of the le; ailer () () is 
Einori det:liss) th: {i} tie 
at the essertial features, 

: upération of the device, 

olai 

. . . . 
83. 

together wiii. iiie simplicity thereof will be 
clearly apparest. 

iiaving this fully described the invention, 
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what is claimed as new and useful by the pro 
tection of Letters Patent is: 
A device of the character described, com 

prising a tubular casing having applied to its 
ends fixed caps or closures, a piston arranged 
within said casing and having fixed thereto 
its rod member extending out through one of 
its end closures or caps for the attachment of 
the checkrein thereto, a loop-member for en 
gagement with the water-hook or terret and 
a clasp having swiveled connection with the 
other of said caps or closures, said clasp re 
ceiving the inner end-portion of said loop and 
itself formed of a fixed member and a mov 

able member pivoted to the aforesaid mem 
ber, said clasp - members having opposed 
meeting tubular extensions forming a pivot, 
and a screw-member insertible within, and 
engaging said tubular extensions for securing 
said loop-member within said clasp. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

EUGENE BELCHER. 
Witnesses: 

STEPHEN REAP, 
JAMES MUCKRELL. 
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