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The present invention relates to a holder for bar 
soap which enables soap to be removed from such a bar 
for washing purposes. 

It is a particular object to provide Such a bar soap 
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holder which will support a bar of soap enclosed in a 
container to exclude dirt from it while leaving the lover 2 
surface of the soap bar substantially exposed for use. 
A bar of soap thus held will further be maintained sani 
tary because the soap cannot be handled as a whole with 
dirty hands, and the surface contacted will dry quickly 
instead of remaining wet to promote adherence of dirt 
to the surface. 
A further object is to provide such a holder for bar 

soap which will be economical to construct and light in 
weight, yet will be durable and of simple construction 
so that maintenance difficulties will be avoided. More 
over, the supply of soap may be replenished easily and 
quickly. 
A particular advantage of the soap holder is that the 

soap is held firmly for contact by a single hand when 
desired, enabling a person to wash one hand at a time 
while the person's other hand turns on the faucet, for 
example, so that it is not necessary to pick up the bar of 
soap in order to use it. While use of the soap is thus 
facilitated, the soap is not wasted, but, on the contrary, 
it will be consumed in the most thrifty Inanner. 

Additional objects and advantages of the particular bar 
soap holder illustrated in the drawings will be under 
stood from the following specific description. Essentially, 
however, the holder includes a grating on which a bar 
of soap is supported and held against lateral movement 
in at least one direction. To facilitate dispensing of the 
soap the bar is held firmly downward against the grating 
by latch mechanism which will prevent the soap from 
being lifted appreciably on contact for dispensing pur 
poses, but which will enable a follower element to move 
downward for keeping the bar of soap in contact with the 
grating as soap is consumed from it. 

Figure 1 is a front elevation view of the bar Soap 
holder with parts broken away to reveal internal structure. 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view through a portion 
of the soap holder taken on line 2-2 of Figure i. 

Figure 3 is a top perspective view of the soap holder 
with parts broken away to show internal structure and 
structural details. 
The holder for bar soap includes a cabinet which is 

closed on the top, back and two sides adjacent to the 
back, and has an open front which may be closed at 
will by the door 6. Preferably this door is of the ver 
tically sliding type having channels Ali formed along its 
upright sides engaging respectively flanges 2 projecting 
oppositely from the opposite side walls of the cabinet. 
The door may be held in position closing the front of the 
cabinet by a suitable lock i3 which may be mounted in 
the top of the cabinet and engage a suitable Socket on 
the inner side of the door. 
When the door 10 is raised, it exposes to view the Soap 

bar S received within the cabinet, and the structure for 
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Supporting it and holding it against displacement during 
use. The Support for the bar of soap is a grating tray 
including a rigid rectangular frame 2 of a length and 
breadth somewhat greater than the corresponding length 
and breadth of a soap bar to be placed in the holder. 
Preferably this frame is of angle cross section to make it 
rigid, although light. Conveniently, the grating may be 
formed of Small strong wire 29 such as piano wire, but 
it should have corrosion resistant characteristics. This 
wire may be wound in serpentine fashion around lugs 21 
arranged in staggered relationship along the opposite 
longer edges of the frame 2. These lugs may be struck up 
from the tray frame or otherwise mounted on such frame. 
The frame itself may be supported by its opposite 

shorter edges resting on inwardly directed flanges i4 bent 
from or attached to the lower edges of the side walls of 
the cabinet to form shelves. When the tray is thus sup 
ported, the wires 20 of the grating will extend paralliei 
to such flanges 14 and substantially perpendicular to the 
back of the cabinet. It is preferred that the lugs 21 be 
of a width approaching the spacing between them so 
that the stretches of wire 28 will be substantially parallel 
and will be spaced apart a considerable distance, such 
as one-quarter of an inch to an inch. The tray should, 
of course, be of a length to extend substantially from wall 
to wall of the cabinet in a direction parallel to the back 
and of a width to extend substantially from the back of 
the cabinet to its open side. When the door 18 is in 
closed position, its lower end will extend down at least 
substantially to the flanges i4, so that the tray 2 cannot 
be withdrawn from the cabinet. 

In use the hand H of a user will be extended palm-up 
beneath the soap bar Supporting tray and will be moved 
upward into contact with the grating. The wires 28 are 
sufficiently fine so that the fingers will readily fit about 
them and contact the soap resting on the wires. It is 
preferred that the tray frame be sufficiently larger than 
the bar of soap so that the soap will lie entirely within 
the frame 2 and will not contact the lugs 2. The user 
may then move his hand forward and back, sidewise or in 
a circular motion in rubbing the soap. Even though the 
hand is wet, however, it will exert considerable upward 
pressure on the soap in removing from the lower surface 
of the bar soap to be used in washing the hand. For 
that reason it is desirable to make provision for holding 
the soap firmly against upward movement under pressure 
of the user's hand and reasonably firmly against lateral 
movement which rubbing of the hand would tend to in 
duce. 
The bar of soap S is held down against the grating 

which supports it by a follower plate 22, upward move 
ment of which is restrained such as by a rod 23 suitably 
secured to the center of the plate. Such plate, for ex 
ample, may have at its center a hole through which the 
rod 23 extends, and such rod end may be threaded to 
receive nuts 24 screwed toward each other to clarinp tie 
plate 22 between them. This rod is guided for vertical 
sliding movement by collars 25 spaced apart vertically 
and supported by brackets 26 having end flanges spot 
welded to the back of the cabinet or otherwise Suitably 
mounted on the cabinet. 

It will be evident that as soap is removed during use 
from the lower Surface of the bar S such bar becomes 
thinner, and if the follower plate 22 is to hold the soap 
bar firmly downward against the supporting grating, it 
must move downward as the soap is consumed. Conse 
quently, rod 23 cannot be anchored stationarily but must 
move downward with the follower plate as the soap bar 
becomes thinner, but at any given time it should effective 
ly prevent appreciable upward movement of follower 
plate 22 so that the soap may be contacted effectively 
by a hand for dispensing some soap from it, 
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To hold rod 23 against undesired upward movement 
slipping latch means are provided which may include a 
latch lever 3 carried by and swingable about a horizontal 
pivot rod 30 which may conveniently be Supported by a 
bracket 31 of U-shape having flanges on the ends of its 
legs which are spot-welded to the back of the cabinet 1. 
Preferably this pivot rod is substantially bisected by a 
vertical plane passing through the rod 23 and disposed 
perpendicular to the axis of pivot 30. The latch lever 
then has through it a hole somewhat larger than the cross 
section of rod 23 so that when the latch lever swings 
through a small angle from the horizontal position shown 
in Figure 1 in dotted lines to the inclined position shown 
in section in Figure 1 and in solid lines in Figure 3, the 
rod will be pinched between opposite edges of the lever 
aperture. 
As the plate 22 moves downward by the action of gravi 

tational force thereon as required for it to follow the up 
per surface of the soap because of the soap bar becoming 
thinner as soap is consumed, the friction between the 
rod 23 and the edges of the aperture in latch lever 3 will 
cause the apertured end of the latch lever to Swing down 
ward automatically toward rod releasing position. The 
latch lever, therefore, does not in the least interfere with 
such downward movement of the rod. The end of latch 
lever 3 opposite its apertured rod-engaging end is 
weighted, however, so that the lever continually is urged 
to swing in the rod-latching direction. For this purpose 
any suitable weight 32 may be fixedly or removably at 
tached to or formed on the end of the latch lever remote 
from rod 23. When it is desired to raise follower plate 
22 for the purpose of inserting a new bar of Soap, the 
cabinet cover i0 will, of course, have been raised or 
removed to afford access to the latch mechanism, and 
the latch may readily be released simply by Swinging the 
weight 32 upward or by temporarily removing the weight 
if it is removable. Preferably the weighted end of the 
latch lever and its apertured end are not in the same 
plane, but the apertured end may be inclined upwardly 
somewhat from the pivot 30 while the weighted end is 
substantially horizontal as shown in Figure 1 to render 
the lever arm on which the weight acts most effective, 
to keep the mechanism as compact as possible. 
The mechanism described will hold the follower plate 

22 firmly down on the soap in the manner described, 
and the wires 20 of the soap bar supporting grating will 
deter lateral movement of the soap in a direction trans 
versely of such wires. During a soap dispensing opera 
tion, however, the hand H normally will be moved pri 
marily lengthwise of the stretches of wire 20, and in 
order to facilitate dispensing of soap it is preferable to 
hold the soap against such lateral movement. For this 
purpose the lower surface of the follower plate 22 may 
be provided with friction means such as by being rough 
ened or provided with some other type of soap gripping 
means. The preferred form of friction means is illus 
trated as a series of parallel ribs 27 carried by and pro 
jecting downward from the follower plate. A convenient 
way of forming such ribs is to cut the follower plate and 
bend fins downward from the plate to leave slots. The 
lower edges of these fins may be sharpened if desired. 
While two groups of four fins or ribs 27 are shown at 

opposite sides of the follower plate backing rod 23, it 
will be evident that the ribs may be longer or shorter, 
or might be secured to the underside of the plate instead 
of being formed from it. Such ribs will not greatly resist 
movement of the soap bar lengthwise of them, but, as 
mentioned previously, wires 20 will deter movement of 
the Soap in this direction to some extent, and it is de 
sirable that the soap bar have some movement in this 
direction periodically to prevent grooves being formed in 
the soap by the wires. The penetration of the rib edges 
into the upper side of the soap or the friction of such 
rib edges on the soap surface will, however, produce great 
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4. 
resistance to movement of the soap bar lengthwise of wire 
stretches 28. 

While the wires 20 and the ribs 27 will deter lateral 
movement of the bar of soap as explained, they will not 
positively prevent such movement. It would be unde 
sirable, however, for the soap bar to be able to move 
laterally in any direction sufficiently to overlie any por 
tion of the frame 2 of the soap supporting grating. For 
that reason a spacer wall 15 is provided within the cabi 
net, the inner surface of which is spaced at least from 
the back and the two adjacent side walls a distance equal 
to or greater than the width of the frame 2. Preferably 
this spacer wall is made in a single piece, as shown best 
in Figure 3, and desirably is made from corrosion re 
sistant material such as stainless steel or chromium 
plated sheet metal. The ends of this spaced wall may be 
spot-welded to the cabinet to hold it in place. The height 
of the wall is not critical, but it should extend downward 
to a location close to the upper edge of the grating frame 
2 so as in effect to form a guide groove between its lower 
edge and the flanges 4 supporting the soap carrying 
grating. 

For some installations it may be desirable to provide a 
cirip catch pan. Such a pan i6 should be supported be 
low the grating 2 a distance sufficient to afford easy access 
for a hand H between the drip pan and soap bar Sup 
porting grating. This pan may be supported from the 
back and adjacent sides of the cabinet by extending 
the cabinet back downward the appropriate distance and 
bending its lower edge inward to form the flange 17 on 
which the rearward edge of the pan i6 resis. Such pan 
edge may be secured to the cabinet back flange by bolts 
18. The pan may be supported in cantilever fashion 
by additionai bolts 19 securing rear portions of the pan's 
opposite sides to downward extensions of the cabinet sides. 
While this pan is shown as having upturned edges, the 
front edge may, of course, be omitted, if desired, to 
facilitate cleaning of the pan, or the pan may be removed 
periodically for that purpose. Quickly disengageable 
fasteners of any suitable kind could, of course, be sub 
stituted for the bolts 18 and 29 if desired, but particularly 
where the soap holder is used in public washrooms, it is 
desirable to secure such a drip catch pan more securely 
to prevent irresponsible persons removing it and neglect 
ing to replace it. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A dispensing holder for bar soap comprising a 

cabinet adapted to house a bar of soap therein, Supporting 
means carried by said cabinet, a loose grating resting on 
Said supporting means and including a frame having sub 
stantially parallel, fine wires disposed in coplanar rela 
tionship spanning said frame and defining therebetween 
elongated Spaces unobstructed over substantially the full 
length of said wires, the lower surface of said grating 
being exposed and adapted to support a bar of soap on 
its upper Surface, and means restraining appreciable 
upward movement of said grating under the influence of 
an upward force exerted by a hand engaging said grating 
or the soap bar thereon. 

2. A dispensing holder for bar soap comprising a cabi 
net adapted to house a bar of soap therein, a grating 
including a frame having substantially parallel, fine wires 
disposed in coplanar relationship spanning said frame and 
defining therebetween elongated spaces unobstructed over 
Substantially the full length of said wires, the lower sur 
face of said grating being exposed and adapted to sup 
port a bar of soap on its upper surface, a follower mem. 
er disposed above said grating and having generally 

parallel ribs projecting downwardly therefrom, extending 
transversely of the wires of said grating and engaging 
the upper surface of a soap bar on said grating to resis 
horizontal movement of such soap bar in a direction trans. 
versely of said ribs, and slipping latch means operatively 
connected to said follower member and restraining ap 
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preciable upward movement of said follower member 
under the influence of an upward force exerted by a 
hand engaging said grating or the soap bar thereon, but 
releasable by gravitational force acting on said follower 
member for downward movement thereof. 

3. A dispensing holder for bar soap comprising a cabi 
net adapted to house a bar of soap therein and includ 
ing parallel substantially horizontal ledges on opposite 
walls thereof disposed in horizontal registry, a grating 
including a frame having opposite edges resting on said 
ledges, and substantially parallel, fine wires disposed in 
coplanar relationship spanning said frame and defining 
therebetween elongated spaces unobstructed over sub 
stantially the full length of said wires, the lower surface 
of said grating being exposed and adapted to support a 
bar of soap on its upper surface, and upright walls dis 
posed above said ledges a distance just slightly greater 
than sufficient to receive the grating between the lower 
edge of said walls and said ledges and restraining appre 
ciable upward movement of said grating under the in 
fluence of an upward force exerted by a hand engaging 
said grating and the soap bar thereon, and said walls 
being spaced apart a distance substantially less than the 

6 
extent of the grating in a direction perpendicular to said 
walls for engagement of the soap bar with said walls to 
prevent its movement to a position overlying either mar 
gin of said grating supported by said ledges. 
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