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This invention relates to holders for boxes and par-
ticularly to holders which are adapted to be mounted on
a vehicle floor upon the hump or tunnel which extends
centrally along such fioor over the vehicle drive shaft.

It is highly desirable for vehicle operators and pas-
sengers to have readily available a supply of facial tissues
and the present invention provides means for supporting a
box ‘of such tissues in a secure yet readily replaceable
manner at the center of the floor or the passenger com-
partment upon the ridge or hump which extends longi-
tudinally in most automotive vehicles. While boxes of
facial tissues are mentioned herein by way of example,
the holder of the present invention may be employed for
various purposes, such as for waste receptacles or boxes
adapted to hold various articles or commodities.

The holder of the present invention is adapted to be
readily applied to vehicle floor humps of various sizes
and configurations without special adjustment or modifica-
tion. Furthermore, the holder is so arranged that it is
readily collapsed or folded so as to occupy a minimum of
space for packing and shipment. At the same time the
holder may be set up for use and applied substantially
instantaneously and without special knowledge or the use
of tools of any kind. :

While a single specific embodiment of the present in-
vention is illustrated in the drawing and described in de-
tail in the following specification, it is to be understood
that such embodiment is by way of example only and that
various modifications may be made without departing
from the principles of the invention, the scope of which
is limited only as defined in the appended claims.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a general perspective view of one form of the
holder of the present invention in a position of use; and

FIG. 2 is a top plan view thereof.

In the drawing like characters of reference denote like
parts and the numeral 10 designates the ridge or hump
extending longitudinally along a conventional automotive
vehicle floor. The holder shown applied to the hump 10
in FIG. 1 comprises a box-like body designated generally
by the numeral 11 and comprising a bottom 12, side walls
13 and front and rear walls 14 and 15. The box-like
body 11 may be of sheet metal or may consist of a plastic
molding.

As shown in FIG. 1, a pair of depending flanges or lugs
16 is provided at each side of body ¥1. In the case of a
sheet metal body the flanges 16 may be struck from the
side walls 13 as shown in FIG. 1. Leg members 17 of a
resilient or springy material are pivoted to the bottom 12
of body 11 as at 18. Four such leg members are pro-
vided and pivots 18 are located so that the four leg mem-
bers may assume the dot and dash line position illustrated
in FIG. 2 when the device is not in use.

The leg members 17 are arched or bowed in their free
conditions but due to their resiliency may be flattened
against the bottom 12 of body 11 for packing and ship-
ment. When the holder is to be mounted for use the leg
members 17 are swung outwardly to the full line position
of FIG. 2 and are moved into notches 20 formed in flanges
16. Notches 20 have ear portions 21 which normally
retain the leg members 17 against inadvertent movement
from the notches 20.

The outer ends of the leg members 17 have down-
turned portions 22 which may be toothed as shown for
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gripping engagement with a floor mat, floor carpet or the
like. In applying the holder the arclied legs may be
manually opened out or flattened somewhat beyond their
final positions so that, when released, they will securely
grip the floor mat or floor carpet at opposite sides of the
hump 10. It is found that this provides a secure engage-
ment which positions the body 11 atop the hump 10 to
receive the bottom of a box therein. -

In a particular instance of use the holder body 11 may
be of a size to snugly receive the bottom of a conventional
facial tissue box therein. As shown at 24 in FIG. I,
the side walls 13 may be provided with inwardly directed
longitudinal bead formations which reinforce the side
walls 13 and serve as a resilient detent for a cardboard
box placed in the body 11. The side walls of the card-
board box are depressed somewhat by the beads and the
bottom wall of the box tends to be retained beneath the
bead formations 24.

I claim:

1. An article holder for a vehicle body having a linearly
extending tunnel hump, said article holder comprising a
bottom wall and side and end walls cooperating to form
an article receiving tray, a pair of laterally extending
arched leg members of resilient material pivoted to the
under side of said bottom wall at each side of said holder
whereby said leg members may be pivoted and flattened
to extend longitudinally of and substantially parallel to
said bottom wall in non-use position, said laterally extend-
ing arched leg members being bowed downwardly to em-
brace the side walls of said hump in use position, and
means for releasably retaining said leg members in later-
ally extending position.

2. An article holder for a vehicle body having a linearly
extending tunnel hump, said article holder comprising a
bottom wall and side and end walls cooperating to form
an article receiving tray, a pair of laterally extending
arched leg members of resilient material pivoted to the
under side of said bottom wall at each side of said holder
whereby said leg members may be pivoted and flattened to
extend longitudinally of and substantially parallel to said
bottom wall in non-use position, said laterally extending
arched leg members being bowed downwardly to embrace
the side walls of said hump in use position, and a pair of
members extending downwardly at each side of said hold-
er in transverse alignment with said leg member pivots,
said downwardly extending members comprising means
for releasably retaining said leg members in laterally ex-
tending position.

3. An article holder for a vehicle body having a linearly
extending tunnel hump, said article holder comprising a
bottom wall and side and end walls cooperating to form an
article receiving tray, a pair of arched leg members of re-
silient material pivoted to the under side of said bottom
wall at each side of said holder whereby said leg members
may extend longitudinally within the confines of said bot-
tom wall or may be moved to extend laterally, said leg
members being bowed downwardly to embrace the side
walls of said hump when extending laterally, and flanges
extending downwardly at each side of said holder in trans-
verse alignment with said leg member pivots, said flanges
being notched to receive said leg members for releasably
retaining them in laterally extending position.

4. An article receiving tray for a vehicle body having
a linearly extending floor hump, a pair of laterally extend-
ing arched leg members of resilient material pivoted to
the under side of said tray at each side thereof whereby
said leg members may be pivoted and fiattened to extend
longitudinally of and substantially parallel to said tray
in non-use position, said laterally extending arched leg
members being bowed downwardly to embrace the side
walls of said hump in use position, and means for releas-
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ably retaining said leg members in laterally extending
position, .

5. An article receiving tray for a vehicle body having
a linearly extending floor hump, a pair of laterally extend-
ing arched leg members of resilient material pivoted to
the under side of said tray at each side thereof whereby
said leg members may be pivoted and flattened to extend
longitudinally of and substantially parallel to, said tray
in non-use position, said laterally extending leg members
being bowed downwardly and having flange formations
at their outer ends for gripping engagement with base
portions of said hump in use position, and means for
releasably retaining said leg members in laterally extend-
ing position.

6. An article holder for a vehicle body having a linearly
extending tunnel hump, said article holder comprising a
bottom wall and side and end walls cooperating to form
an article receiving tray, a pair of laterally extending
arched leg members of resilient material pivoted to the
under side of said bottom wall at each side of said holder
whereby said leg members may be pivoted and flattened
to extend longitudinally of and substantially parallel to
said bottom wall in non-use position, said leg members
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being bowed downwardly to embrace the side walls of said
hump when in laterally extending use positions.

7. An article receiving tray for a vehicle body having
a linearly extending floor hump, a pair of laterally extend-
ing arched leg members of resilient material pivoted to the
under side of said tray at each side thereof whereby said
leg members may be pivoted and flattened to extend lon-
gitudinally of and substantially parallel to said tray in
non-use position, said leg members being bowed down-
wardly to embrace the side walls of said hump when in
laterally extending use positions.
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