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6 Claims. 
This invention relates to containers such, for 

example, as Vanity cases and like articles. 
The principal objects of the invention are to 

provide a vanity case or like article having in 
5 ner and outer covers each having catches suc 

cessively operable by means of a single double 
acting finger piece which is effective, first to 
release the outer cover and then the inner cover; 
and to provide a vanity case having a substan 
tially leakproof construction, which is compact 
and of pleasing and attractive appearance, which 
is of strong and durable construction having but 
few parts, which is inexpensive to manufacture 
and easy to assemble, and which can be sold 

5 at a relatively low cost. 
Further objects and advantages will be appar 

ent from a consideration of the following de 
Scription and accompanying drawings, wherein 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a vanity case 
20 constructed in accordance with the present in 

vention; 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary top plan view of a cas 

ing, with parts broken away and shown in Sec 
tion; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, but showing 
the parts when both catches have been released; 

Fig. 4 is a section on the line - of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 5 is a section on the line 5-5 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 6 is a section on the line 6-6 of Fig. 2; 

30 Fig. 7 is a section on the line 7-7 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the finger piece, 

catch and cam release; 
Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the spring-pressed 

catch for the inner cover; and 
Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the spring for 

opening the outer cover. 
The embodiment chosen for the purpose of 

illustration comprises a casing which may be 
of any desired size and shape, here shown as 

40 being generally rectangular and having a bottom 
wall 2 (Figs. 4 and 5) which is integral with its 
curved upstanding side, front and rear walls 3, 
4, 5, respectively (Figs. 1, 4 and 5). The parts 
are preferably of sheet metal or other material 

45 which may be easily shaped or worked and which 
is capable of receiving and retaining an attrac 
tive surface finish. A hinge 6 supports an outer 
cover 7 which carries an inwardly extending 
tongue 8 integral with its front edge, and, if 

50 desired, a mirror 9 may be built in or otherwise 
secured to the cover 7 in any suitable manner. 
The front wall 4 of the casing is formed with 
a central opening or slot to and an opening 
near the junction of the front and side walls 

553 and 4, as shown in Fig. 1. 
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(C. 220-55) 
A tray 2, having a depending marginal flange, 

tightly fits within the casing f and is retained 
in position by inwardly bent lugs f4 and f 5 (Fig. 
1) integral with the front wall 4 of the casing. 
The tray f2 is formed with spaced depressions 
6 and f, each having vertical walls of a depth 

slightly less than that of the casing, the de 
pressions constituting powder compartments. 
Between the lateral edge of the compartment 7 
and the adjacent edge of the tray, its surface 
is shaped to provide a convex part 9 (Fig. 1) 
defining a compartment 20 adapted to receive 
a lipstick holder (not shown) through the open 
ing . 
The compartment 7 is designed to receive a 

cake or tablet of powder which may be retained 
therein by a tongue 2 struck out from one of 
the Walls of the compartment. The compart 
ment f6 is designed to hold loose powder and 
is provided with a cover 22 which is hinged to 
the margin of the tray near the side wall of 
the casing, as shown at 23 (Fig. 1). When in 
closed position, the cover 22 engages a gasket 
or packing 23 disposed in pocket 24 (Figs. 6 
and 7) which extends about the periphery of the 
Compartment, thus providing a substantially 
powder-tight seal. The size, shape and location 
of the compartments preferably are such that 
the space between their adjacent walls is in 
alignment with the opening 0 in the front wall 
of the casing, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
Between the compartments 6 and 7, the tray 

is formed with an opening 26 through which 
projects a releasable catch 27 carried by a re 
silent member 28 (Fig. 9) which consists of a 
single piece of resilient metal, the body portion 
of which is disposed between the adjacent Walls 
of the compartments, as shown in Figs. 2, 3, 6 
and 7. One end of the resilient member is 
U-shaped so as to engage the Walls of the comi 
partments f6 and 7, and its opposite end is 
bent inwardly, as shown at 29 (Fig. 9) to pro 
vide a finger 30 by means of which the catch 
27 may be moved toward or away from the com 
partment 6. The design of the member 28 
is such that the catch 27 normally overlies the 
edge of the cover 22, as shown in Figs. 2 and 6, 
and is movable in response to flexing of the 
finger 30 (toward the compartment 7) to a po 
sition clear of the cover 22, as shown in FigS. 
3 and 7. 
The front edge of the tray is formed with an 

opening 32 (Figs. 1 to 3) in alignment with the 
opening 0 in the front wall of the casing and 
the rear edge of the tray is formed with an open 
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ing 34 (Figs. 4 and 5) through which projects an 
upwardly and outwardly curved finger 36 integral 
with an arcuate spring member 37 (Fig. 10) in 
terposed between the rear walls of the compart 
ments 6 and T and the rear wall of the casing, 
as shown in FigS. 2 to 5. The spring member 3 
is so designed that the finger 36 is at all times 
yieldingly held in engagement with the lower edge 
of the cover 7, as shown in Figs. 1, 4 and 5, and 
when the cover is held closed the Spring member 
is under sufficient compression to swing it to open 
position (Fig. 1) if the cover is released. 
The cover T is held closed by a double-acting 

locking device 40 (Fig. 8) interposed between the 
outer walls of compartments 6 and 7 and the 
front wall 4 of the casing (Figs. 2 to 5). The 
locking device consists of an arcuate spring 4 
which carries a catch 42 projecting upwardly 
through the opening 32, and a finger piece 43 
which projects outwardly through the opening 
0, as shown in Figs, 1 to 5. The finger piece 43 

is provided with an inwardly extending camfinger 
44 formed with a tapered end 45 which constitutes 
a can engageable with the finger 30 on the men 
ber 28. The parts are so constructed and ar 
ranged that the catch 42 is normally held in a po 
sition to engage the lip 8 of the cover 7 when in 
closed position and the can or finger 44 is nor 
mally disposed to permit the catch 27 to hold the 
inner cover 22 closed, as shown in Fig. 2. When 
the finger piece 40 is pressed inwardly the first 
part of its movement acts to move the catch 42 
inwardly a distance Sufficient only to release the 
outer cover 7, which flies open under the action 
of the spring 37, and when the finger piece 40 
is pressed inwardly its full distance, the cam 45 
forces the finger 30 to move away from the ad 
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jacent wall of the compartment 6 a distance suf 
ficient to release the inner cover 22, as shown in 
Figs. 3 and 7. 

It will be noted that a case constructed in ac 
cordance with the present invention embodies a 
minimum number of parts which may be quickly 
assembled and which do not require the use of 
fastening elements or means other than those 
forming a part of the structure in order to hold 
them in operative position. 
While I have shown and described one desirable 

embodiment of the invention, it is to be under 
stood that this disclosure is for the purpose of 
illustration and that various changes in shape, 
proportion and arrangement of parts, as well as 
the Substitution of equivalent elements for those 
herein shown and described, may be made with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention as set forth in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
i. An article of the class described comprising 

a casing, an Outer cover for said casing, a powder 
tray disposed within said casing, an inner cover 
for said tray, and releasable means for locking 
the inner and outer covers in closed position, said 
means Comprising a spring-pressed catch for 
holding said outer cover in closed position, a 
Spring-pressed catch for holding said inner cover 
in closed position, a depressible finger piece car 
ried by the first catch, and a cam member secured 
to Said finger piece and operative in response to 
depression of said finger piece to effect the release 
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of the second catch subsequent to the releasing 
of the first catch. 

2. An article of the class described comprising 
a casing, an outer cover for said casing, a powder 
tray disposed within said casing, an inner cover 
for Said tray, a spring-pressed catch for holding 
the inner cover closed, a spring catch for holding 
the outer cover closed, and means for effecting 
the Successive release of the catches, said means 
comprising a finger piece connected to the Second 
catch, said finger piece having an inwardly ex 
tending part constituting a cam engageable with 
the first catch to effect its release subsequent to 
the release of the second catch. 

3. An article of the class described comprising 
a casing having an opening in its front wall, a 
hinged cover for said casing, a powder tray within 
Said casing, a cover for said tray, spring-pressed 
catches for holding the covers in closed position, 
said catches being in alignment with the opening 
in the front wall of said casing, and a finger piece 
disposed in Said opening and secured to the catch 
for the cover for said casing, said finger piece 
having an inwardly extending part constituting 
a can engageable with the catch for the cover 
for said tray to effect its release subsequent to the 
release of the cover for said case. 

4. An article of the class described comprising 
a casing, an outer cover for said casing, a tray 
within said casing having two compartments, one 
of Said compartments having a cover, a spring 
pressed catch for said outer cover, a spring 
preSSed Catch for the other cover disposed be 
tween said compartments, a depressible finger 
piece connected to the catch for the outer cover, 
and a can connected to said finger piece and 
engageable with the catch for the other cover to 
effect its release subsequent to the release of the 
catch for the outer cover. 

5. An article of the class described comprising 
a casing having an opening in its front wall, an 
Outer cover for said casing, spaced compartments 
within said casing, the spaping between said com 
partments being in alignment with said opening, 
an inner cover for one of said compartments, a 
Spring-pressed catch for the outer cover located 
between said opening and the adjacent walls of 
Said compartments, a spring-pressed catch for 
Said inner cover located between said compart 
ments, and a depressible finger piece secured to 
the catch for said outer cover, said finger piece 
being disposed in said opening and having an 
inwardly extending part engageable with the 
catch for the inner cover to effect its release sub 
Sequent to the release of the catch for the outer 
cover. 

6. A vanity case having a cover hinged along 
One edge, a releasable catch for said cover, a 
finger piece for releasing said catch, a powder 
tray within said casing, and means for opening 
Said cover when said catch is released, said means 
consisting of an arcuate spring located between 
Said tray and the hinge for said cover, said spring 
having an upwardly and outwardly projecting 
finger engageable with the margin of said cover 
adjacent to the hinge and operative yieldingly to 
urge Said cover to an open position. 

WINFRED T. PARKIN. 
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