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Claims Nos.: 102, 103, 105-137

Claim 102 specifies:

- an imaging system for imaging the walls of a blood vessel,
comprising:

a) a probe according to any of claims 87-100;

b) a power supply capable of supplying power at least at an RF
frequency;

c) a power channel which conveys electrical power from the power
supply to the imaging sensors;

d) a receiving channel; and

e) a controller which controls one or more of the timing,
amplitude, frequency and phase of the electrical power, and which
receives imaging data from the imaging sensors through the receiving
channel.

It is not clear for which technical reasons or for which technical
purposes electrical power is supplied to the imaging probes defined in
claim 87.

Moreover, claims 102 and 87 do not define:

- what is to be received / treated in a receiving channel,

- how and why timing, amplitude, frequency and phase of the
electrical power [furthermore, is this DC electrical power?] must / can
be controlled.

Due to these unclarities, the subject-matter of claim 102 cannot be
searched and further examined.

Claim 103 specifies:

- a method of obtaining sensing data from an extended region of
the wall of a blood vessel, the method comprising:

a) inserting a probe according to claim 87 into the blood vessel;

b) manipulating the control cable so that at least two of the
sensors on each of at least two of the sub-probes are adjacent to the
wall of the blood vessel; and

c) generating sensing data by said sensors from the different
portions of the wall of the blood vessel.
The control cable is not defined in claims 87 and 103, and due to this
unclarity, the subject-matter of claim 103 cannot be searched and
further examined.

Claim 105 specifies:

~ a magnetic resonance sensor comprising:

a) at least one permanent magnet which creates a static magnetic
field in an excitation region; and

b) at least one RF coupling element capable of creating a
time-varying magnetic field which is capable of exciting nuclei in the
excitation region, and capable of receiving NMR signals from said
excited nuclei and generating NMR electrical signals therefrom;

wherein a smallest convex volume which includes all of the at
least one magnet is substantially cylindrical, the at least one magnet
substantially reaches all of the radial surface of the convex volume,
except for at least one slot, each slot being less than the Tength of
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the convex volume, and one of the at least one RF coupling elements is
located in one of the at least one slots, substantially entirely within
the convex volume.

The technical meaning of "convex volume" is unclear. What is the
delimitation between a convex volume and a cylindrical or a cubic
volume?

What is the meaning of the "length of the convex volume"?

Due to this unclarity, the subject-matter of claim 105 and of claims 106
- 113, dependent thereupon, cannot be searched and cannot be further
examined.

Claim 114 specifies:
- an imaging probe for imaging inside a cavity surrounded by a wall, the
probe comprising:

a) a probe body having a contracted state and an expanded state;
and
4 b) at least two magnetic resonance sensors according to any of
claims 105 - 113, adapted for MRI, mounted on the probe body and having
fields of view in different directions;

wherein, when the probe body is in the expanded state, the fields
of view of the magnetic resonance sensors respectively comprise portions
of the wall of the cavity on different sides of the cavity.
Due to the reference to the undefined magnetic resonance sensor
according to any of claims 105 - 113 [see above], the subject-matter of
claim 114 is unclear and cannot be searched and cannot be further
examined.

These arguments also apply to the subject-matter of claim 115.

Due to the reference to the undefined magnetic resonance sensor
according to any of claims 105 - 113 [see above], the subject-matter of
claim 115 and of claims 116 - 125, dependent thereupon, is unclear and
cannot be searched and cannot be further examined.

These arguments also apply to the subject-matter of claim 126.

Due to the reference to the undefined NMR probe according to any of
claims 121 - 125 [see above], the subject-matter of claim 126 and of
claims 127 - 129, dependent thereupon, is unclear and cannot be searched
and cannot be further examined.

These arguments also apply to the subject-matter of claim 130.

Due to the reference to the undefined sensor according to claim 121 [see
above], the subject-matter of claim 130 and of claims 131 - 137,
dependent thereupon, is unclear and cannot be searched and cannot be
further examined.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
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out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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