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(57) Abstract: For a controller for managing a network comprising several managed forwarding elements that forward data in the
network, a method for configuring a managed forwarding element is described. The method generates a first set of flow entries for
defining forwarding behaviors of the managed forwarding element based on a current network policy for a logical network imple -
mented in the several managed forwarding elements. The method sends the first set of flow entries to the managed forwarding ele-
ment in order for the managed forwarding element to forward data that the managed forwarding element directly receives from an
end machine based on the current network policy. The method generates a second set of flow entries for modifying forwarding beha-
viors of the managed forwarding element based on a new network policy for the logical network. The method sends the second set of
flow entries to the managed forwarding element in order for the managed forwarding element to forward the data based on the new
network policy.
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