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0 all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, Joux H. Runkiz, Jr. »
a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Rossie, in the county of Clay and

State of Towa kave invented certain new .
and useful Mail-Box Signal Devices, of -

which the- follo Wing 1s a SpeClﬁC‘Lth‘n

The object of my -device is to provide a
signal adapted to be attached to a mail box,
wheleby it may be operated by the mail
carrier to indicate whether a letter 1s in the

box ‘or not.

More particularly it is my ob]ect to pro-
vide a signal device, especially adapted for
use in connection with rural mail boxes:

It will be understood that in the rural

routes mail boxes are plftced along the road,
and when a mail carrier ‘drops-a letter in

the box, he places the signal member in the
upuoht position. - This ndieates that a let-
ter is in the box. When the person owning
the box desires to mail a letter, that is he
desires to Lave the mailman collect the mail

-matter, he places the letters in the box and’

then raises the signal member to its up-
right or vertical posﬁnon and this informs
the mail carrier that a letter or the like is
in the box.

When the box is empty in either case,'

the signal member is lowered or moved to
the position shown in dotted lines in IFigure
3 of the drawings.

Another obJect of my invention is to pro-:
vide a signal device for mail boxes; which

may be locked in its vertical p051L10n and

held there and provided with a'spring for

returning it to 1ts 1nopen‘01ve position, as
soon as the locking device is unlatched.

Still another ob)e(t 18 to. plov1de a signal

device, for mail boxes, which may be 1emdlly
and e'mlv operated by the pagsing mailman,
and which requireés only slight attention in

order to operate or rende1 it 1noper‘Ltlve
“from the operative position. ’

With these and other objects in view, my
invention. consists in the construction, ar-

rangement -and combination of the various’

parts of the device, whereby the objects con-

_templated are attained; as hereinafter more

fully set forth, pomted out in my claim and
illustrated in the accompanying dmwmos
in which:

Fig. 1 shows a front elevation of a rural
mail box with my improved signal device
attached thereon, parts being shown in sec-
tion to better illustrate the construction.
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Fig. 2 shows an end elevation of a dlightly

modified form of a inail box with my de-
vice-attached thereon. ’

Tig. 3 shows an enlargéd, front elev‘xtlonl

of my improved signal device.

Tig. 4 shows a top view of the é‘une, and’f
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Fig. 5 shows a detailed; %)elspectlve view

of the latching or locking device.
In the accompanying- dmwmgs I h‘we

used the reference numeral 10 to Hldlc‘lt@_

the ordinary post or support, upon which s
fastened the rural mail box 11, which may
be of any of the ordinary present types used.

In Fig. 1, T have shown the type of mail
box, Wthh is provided with a hinged top

12 and a locking latéh 13.  In this type ol
“box the signal device is placed upon the end. -

In Fig. 2, I have shown the type of box,

- which is p1ox ided with a hinged doot metn.

ber 14 in one of its ends. In this type of

box, the signal dewce is pl‘med upon the

side.
My device comprises a support 15 which
1s provided with a series. of openmgq 16.

The -openings 16 are designed to register

with suitable openings in the mail box 11,

whereby a bolt or the like 17 may be used\
for securing the supporting member 15 to

the side or end of the box 11.
In order to slightly space the supporting

member 15 from the wall of the box 11, 1.
_have provided . washers 18, which- are re-
ceived between the box 11- and the support-
90

ing member 15. I have prov1ded ‘the wash-
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ers 18, so that when rain or ‘smow come in

between the support 15 and the mail box 11,

it will pass through and quickly dry and

thus prevent corrosion.

Pivoted to the supporting member 15 is
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the signal member 19, which is flag- shfmpedj ,

and provided- with a bar 20. The bar 20 is
pivoted to the support 15 by means of the
rivet 21.

“In order to slightly space the signal mem-

ber from the support 15; T have provided a’
~washer 22, which passes around the rivet 21.
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Tn order to limit the pivotal movement of

the ‘signal member 19, T have provided a
guide dev1ce 23, which is riveted to the sup-

'port 15, by means of the rivets 24. The
- guide device 23 is provided with the ends 25,
which form a stop for the signal member‘

when it is moved in either chrectlon
The signal member 19 is shown in solid
lines in Fm 3 of the drawings, which indi-
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~ cates that a letter or other mail matter is in -
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the box. The dotted lines of the same figure
show the signal member in the position it is
in when there is nothing in the box.

A link 26 is pivoted to the bar 20 by

means of the pivot 27. The link 26 is pro-
vided with a handle or hand engaging por-

tion 28. - Extending forwardly from the sup-

porting member 15 is the flange 29, which is
provided with: the slot 80." - ’

The link 26 is adapted to be received and

slide through the slot 30 of the flange 29.
In the lower edge of the link 26,;13 provide
a notch 31, which when in one position will

‘régister with the flange 29 and thus hold the

signal member in its vertical or upright po-
sition, and when the notch 31 does not regis-
ter with the flange 29, then the signal mem-
ber will rest in the position shown in dotted
lines in" Fig. 8, that is the inoperative posi-
tion.

‘From the foregoing, it will be seen that
when the signal member is in its vertical po-
sition in order to remove it from that posi-
tion, it is mnecessary to engage the handle
member 28 slightly raising the link 26, and
by giving it a slight push or shove, the sig-
nal member will be removed to its inopera-
tive position. , _

When' it is desired to move the signal
member from its inoperative to its raised
position, the handle member 28 is engaged
and by drawing it until the notch 31 regis-
ters with the flange 29, the signal member

~will then be locked in its raised position.
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I have provided a spring 32, which is se-
cured to the pivot 27 and to the supporting
member 15 at 33, - S

It will be understood that when this
spring 32 is used, by the mere raising of the
handle member 28 forwardly, the spring
will then tend to draw the signal member to
its inoperative position. - R

When the notch 381 registers with the
flange 29, it will counteract the action of the

‘spring 32, and thus lock the signal member

19.in its raised position, but as soon as the

‘handle member 28 is engaged and raised

slightly upwardly until the notch 81 disen-
gages the flange 29, then the spring 82 will
immediately return the signal member to its
inoperative position. ' :

It will be seen from the foregoing, that

when the signal member is in its raised posi-
tion, it will be absolutely locked against ac-

cidental displacement, and thus indicate that
a letter or mail matter is in the box, and yet
as soon as the mail matter is removed from
the box, and the operator moves the handle
member 28 upwardly, the spring will then
draw the signal member to its inoperative

- position and hold it in that position.

Some of the advantages of my device are

1,348,789

that T am able to hold the signal member in
either limit of its movement, and yet it is

provided so that it may be easily operated.

At present there are all sorts of contriv-

~ances adapted for use by the rural mailman

for indicating whether a letter is in the box
or not. - All of these devices require some
special attention on the part of the mail-
man for manipulating them. ,
When the signal member is in its inopera-
tive position, that is the position shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 8, the drawing of the
handle member 28 forwardly will register

the notch 31 with the flange 29 and thus:

lock the signal member in its raised position.
When the signal member is in this position,
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all that is required to move it to the other -

position is to slightly raise the handle mem-
ber 28 and the spring will then return to its
inoperative position. :

It will be understood that my device may/‘

readily and easily be attached to the various
mail boxes, which are commonly used in
rural communities. without thée changing of
the box. '

Some changes may be made in the details-
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of the construction and arrangement of the

various parts of my device, without depart-

ing from the real spirit and purpose of my

.90°

invention, and it is my intention to cover by -

my claim any modified forms of structure
or use of mechanical equivalents, which may
be reasonably included within their scope.

I claim as my invention:
In a device of the character described,
support adapted to be fixed to a mail box
having a signal member pivotally mounted
thereon, a guide device for limiting: the piv-
otal movement of said last described member
in either direction, a spring having one end
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fixed to the signal member and its other end

to the support for yieldingly holding the
signal member in its inoperative position, a
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link having one_end pivoted to the signal -

- member intermediate of its ends and having
the free end formed so that it provides a-

hand engaging portion, whereby it may be
gripped for moving the signal member to
the other limit of its movement, a guide de-

a slot therein, extended forwardly from said
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“vice for said link including a flange having °

support, said link being provided with a

notch in its lower side and adapted to be
slidably received in said slot, whereby move-
ment of the link to position where the notch
and slot register with each other will cause

the notch to engage the flange and.lock the .
120

link against accidental movement in position

where the signal member- will be rendered.
“operative. -

‘Des Moines, Towa, Febfuary 4,1920. -
. JOHN H. RUNKLE, Jr.
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