(No Model.)

J. F. ATHERTON.
‘ LETTER FILE CABINET.
No. 395,197, Patented Dec. 25, 1888.

LigX.

MO/

Z A ]
5 2 |
e
i
I
b X
88 g5 A7
94 Z
—Lin b
‘ .
- WigNESSES v

ﬁW?MfLM Z /N.-




I0

UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

JOHN F. ATHERTON, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

LETTER-FILE CABINET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 395,197, dated December 25, 1888.
Application filed September 18, 1888, Serial No, 286,674, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jou~ F. ATHERTON, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk, State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Letter-File Cabinets,
of which the following is a description suffi-
ciently full, clear, and exact to enable any
person skilled in the art or science to which
said invention appertains to make and use the
same, reference heing had to the accompany-

- ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
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tion, in which— )

Figure1is a front elevation of my improved
cabinet; Iig. 2, a vertical transverse section
of the same, the drawer-case being partly in
side elevation; Fig. 3, a horizontal section
taken on line x = in Fig: 1; Ifig. 4, a like view
on line 4 4 in IFig. 1, a bottom plan view of
the drawer-case being shown; Fig. 5, a sec-
tional view showing method of locking the
cabinet, and Ifig. 6 a perspective view of one
of the drawers detached.

Like letters and figures of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in the different fig-
ures of the drawings.

Myinvention relates to that elass of cabinets
which are employed to contain files of docu-
ments; and it consists in certain novel fea-
tures,ashereinafter fully setforthandclaimed,
the object being to produce asimpler, cheaper,
and more effective article of this character
than is now in ordinary use.

The nature and operation of the improve-
ment will be readily understood by all con-
versant with such matters from the following
explanation. .

In the drawings, A represents the body or
outer case of the cabinet, and B the inner or
drawer case. The body A is eylindrical in
form, and is closed at one end by a close-fit-
ting Dbottom, b, and at the top by a cover, d,
which is secured thereto and overlaps the
sides of the body. The inner or drawer case

consists of a central standard, £, having a hori-
zontally-arranged circular partition, g I <, se-
cured, respectively, at the top, center, and bot-
tom of said standard, said partitions being
slightly less in diameter than the body A
and dividing the case B-into an npper and
lower drawer-case, k1. (SeeFig.2.) Radially-

disposed vertically-arranged partitions m (see
Fig. 2) are secured to the standard f and par-
titions ¢ h 7, dividing the upper and lower
cases, k [, into" drawer-cases proper, p. (See
Fig. 3.) :

The case B is disposed within the body A,
and is fitted to revolve therein by means of
vertically-arranged pins g, (see Fig.2,) secured
in each end of the standard f and resting in
centrally-arranged bearings ¢ on the cover d
and bottom b of the body.

Drawers D, (see Fig. 6,) having a triangu-
lar-shaped top and bottom, 85, are fitted to

- enter the cases proper, p, and are provided

with hinged rings or handles v on their fronts,
by which they may be withdrawn from the
cases p.

Each drawer D is provided with a leaf, z,
secured therein on wires 15, which pass
through eyes 25 in the inner edge of said
leaf, the -opposite edge being secured to the
side 45 of the drawer by a curved spring-
cateh, 55.

An ordinary spring-lock, 65, (see Fig. 5,) is
secured within the body A to the bottom b
thereof, a key-hole, 75, being formed in the
side of said body therefor.

The lower partition, ¢, of the case B iz pro-
vided on its front with a downwardly-project-
ing curved flange, 85, (see TFig. 2,) having a
centrally-arranged vertical slot or bolt-hole,
93, to receive the bolt of the lock 65.

The body A is provided above the key-hole
75 with a vertical opening, 100, of sufficient
width to enable a drawer, D, of each case k1
to be withdrawn therefrom through said open-
ing.

One drawer in each case L 1 is marked “ Pri-
vate,” as shown in Fig. 1, and is locked by
an ordinary double-bolt lock, 14, in the parti-
tion 7, said drawers being situated vertically
above the bolt-hole 95 in the partition + and
always exposed through the opening 100 when
the case B islocked, as hereinafter deseribed.
The remaining drawers in each case k[ are
lettered on their backs with the letters of the
alphabet from A to Z, consecutively.

In the use of my improvement it is de-
signed to employ the drawers in the upper
case, k, to file letters, and in the lower case
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for filing bills and other documents in alpha-
betical order. When it is desired to file a
document under a certain letter, the key is
ingerted in the key-hole 75 and the bolt of
the lock 65 withdrawn from the holt-hole 95.
This permits the inner case, B, to he revolved
on its pivots ¢ until the drawer marked with
the desired letter is exposed through the open-
ing 100 in the body A, when it may be readily
withdrawn from its case. The leaf zin the
drawer is then freed from the clasp 55 and
the document inserted between it and the side
45 of the drawer. It will be seen that as the
inner edge of the leaf is fitted to slide on the

wires 15 it will conform readily to the aceu-

mulation of paperstherein. A series of leaves,
%, may be employed in cach drawer, if de-
sired, and provided with a marginal index in
the same manner as ordinary files of this
character, said index being then employed to
designate the second letter in the title of the
document. After replacing the drawer in its
case proper, p, the case B is revolved until
the flange 85 engages the bolt of the lock 65,
forcing said bolt inward until the bolt-hole 95
registers with it and the bolt is forced therein,
thus securely locking the case B. to the body
and leaving only the drawers marked “Pui-
vate” exposed. These drawers ave intended
for personal use, and are secured by the lock
14, as described.

Having thus explained my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a cabinet of the character described,

35¥the combination of a eylindrical body pro-
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vided with a vertical opening in its side, a
cylindrical drawer-case fitted to vevolve in
said body and provided with radially-disposed
drawers designated by letters, and a spring-
lock in said body for automatically locking
said case, substantially as specified.

2. In a cabinet of the character deseribed,
the combination of a cylindrical body, a cy-
lindrical drawer-case provided with two series
of radially-disposed drawers, said case being
fitted to revolve in said body, a vertical open-
ing in said body for exposing consecutive
drawers in said series as the case is revolved,
a spring-lock in said body for automatically
locking said case, and a lock in said case for
securing the drawers exposed in said opening
when said case is locked to the body, substan-
tially as set forth.

3. In a cabinet of the character described,
the combination of a cylindrical body closed
at the ends and provided with a vertical
opening in its side, a eylindrical drawer-case
fitted to revolve in said body and provided
with an upper and lower series of radially-
disposed drawers, an adjustable leaf secured
in said drawers for confining the documents
therein, a catch for said leaf, a spring-lock
for automatically locking said case to the
body, and a lock in said case for securing the
exposed drawers of the series when the body
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and case are locked, substantially as speci-
fied. -

4. In a cabinet of the character described,
the combination of a cylindrical body, a cy-
lindrical drawer-case fitted to revolve in said
body and provided with an upper and lower
case of radially-disposed drawers, a vertical

-opening in said body for exposing consecu-

tive drawers in the series as the case revolves,
and through which they may be withdrawn,
and a spring-lock in said body for securing
said case thereto at a fixed point in its eir-
cumference, the drawers above said point be-
ing secured by a lock in said case and the
remaining drawers in the series being marked
consecutively with the letters of the alpha-
bet, substantially as aud for the purpose set
forth.

5. In a cabinet of the character deseribed,
the eombination of the ecylindrical body A,
closed at each end and provided with the
slot 100, and the case B, fitted to revolve in
said body and divided by the partition A
into upper and lower drawer-cases, k [, said

cases being divided by radial partitions into

drawer - cases proper, p, which are consecu-
tively exposed through the slot 100 as said
case is revolved, substantially as specified.

6. In a cabinet of the character described,
the combination of the cylindrical body A,
provided with the slot 100, the case B, fitted
to revolve in said body and provided with
the radially - disposed cases proper, p, and
the drawers D, having the handles v and
fitted to enter said cases p, said drawers be-
ing provided with an adjustable leaf, z, for
retaining papers therein, substantially as set
forth.

7. In a cabinet of the character deseribed,
the drawer D, provided with a leaf or series
of leaves, z, fitted to slide on wires 15, in
combination with the curved spring-cateh 55,
for detachably fastening the outer edge of
said leaf to the drawer, substantially as speci-
fied.

8. In a cabinet of the character described,
the combination of the eylindrical body A,
provided with the top d, bottom b, and open-
ing 100, the spring-lock 65, disposed in the
body below said opening, the drawer-case B,
fitted to revolve in said body and provided
with radially - disposed drawers D, and the
curved flange 85 on said case, provided with
the bolt-hole 95 for receiving the bolt of said
lock and securing the case to the body, sub-
stantially as set forth.

9. In a cabinet of the character desecribed,
the combination of the cylindrical body A,
closed atits ends and provided with the open-
ing 100, the drawer-case B, centrally pivoted
in said body and provided with the upper
and lower drawer-cases, k [, divided into ra-
dially-arranged cases proper,p, the drawers
D, fitted to enter said cases p and provided
with handles », and a leaf or series of leaves,
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%z, disposed on wires 15 in said drawers, the | 100 when said case is locked, substantially as
catch 55 for said leaf, the spring-lock 65, dis- | specified. ‘ '
posed in said body, the flange 85 on said TN - TON
case, provided with the bolt-hole 95, adapted o JOHN. F. ATHERTON.
to receive the bolt of said lock and secure the Witnesses:

case B to said body,and the lock 14, for se- O. M. SHAW,

curing the drawers exposed in the opening E. M. SPINNEY.




