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1

This invention relates to garment hangers, and
more particularly to hangers especially adapted
to support skirts, trousers and similar garments.

A main object of the invention is to provide a
novel and improved garment hanger for support-
ing skirts, trousers and similar garments, said
garment hanger being very simple in construc-
tion, being adapted to support garments over a
substantial range of sizes, and being very easy
to manipulate. )

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved garment hanger especially adapted
for supporting skirts, trousers and similar gar-
ments by engaging the garments at their waist-
band portions, the hanger being very inexpensive
to manufacture; being sturdy in construction, and
being neat in appéarance.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following de-
scription and claims, and from the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is an elevational view of an improved
garment hanger constructed in accordance with
the present invention;

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1, showing
the waistband-engaging portion of the hanger
flexed upwardly in a position engaging the gar-
ment, the garment being shown in dotted view:

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the garment
hanger illustrated in Figures 1 and 2;

Figure 4 is an enlarged -cross-sectional detail
view taken on line 4—4 of Figure 1;

Figure 5 is an elevational view of a modified
form of garment hanger constructed in accord-
ance with the present invention;

Figure 6 is a top plan view of the garment
hanger of Figure 5, a portion of the garment
hanger being shown in horizontal eross-section:

Figure 7 is a side elevational view similar to
Figure 5, but showing the waistband-engaging
bortions of the garment hanger flexed upwardly
and engaging a garment, the garment being
shown in dotted view;

Figure 8 is an enlarged, cross-sectional, detail
view taken on line 8-—8 of Figure 5.

Referring to the drawings, and more particu-
larly to Figures 1 to 4, I I generally designates the
garment hanger, said hanger comprising a con-
ventional hook portion 12 adapted to engage 5
supporting rail i3, the reference numerals 4, 14
indicating outwardly and downwardly curved
arms which are employed to support the shoul-
der portions of a garment, such as a coat or the
like. The shoulder portions I4, 14 are prefer-
ably formed from a single piece of wire looped,
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as shown at (5, 15, and twisted, as shown at
I8, 18, one end of the wire being bent upwardly
and shaped to define the hook 12, and the other
end of the wire heing twisted around an aux-
iliary piece of wire {1, one end of whieh is looped
around the twisted portions of the first wire at
18 to lock said twisted portions. As shown in
Figures 1 and 2, the two Dbieces of wire -extend
downwardly and are twisted together below the
hook (2 and terminate in horizontal U-bends
shown at 19, 28. Ciamped in the U-bends {9, 20
is & resilient bar member 21 made of spring metal
or other suitable resilient material, the ends of
the spring arm 2! curving upwardly, as shown at
22, 22, and being formed with inwardly facing
howed portions 23, 23 which terminate in out-
wardly facing bowed or hook portions 24, 24.

In using the hanger, the spring bar 21 is en-
gaged with the waistband portion of a skirt, a
pair of trousers, or a similar garment, designated
in dotted view at 24, the bowed portions 23, 23
being engaged immediately below diametrically
opposite portions of the waistband -of the gar-
ment in the manner shown in Figure 2. The
ends of the hook portions 24, 24 are thereby posi-~
tioned immediately above the waistband of the
garment, as shown in Figure 2. It will be nofed
from Figure 2 that the weight of the garment
therefore produces downward forces on bowed
portions 23, 28, tending to increase the curvature
of and increase the distance between said bowed
portions 28, 23, thereby developing outward hori-
zontal thrust on the garment at the points en-
gaged by said bowed portions, whereby the grip-
ping effect of the spring bar 2{ is increased. In-
asmuch as the bar member 21 is resilient, a wide
range of sizes of garments may be engaged by
the bowed portions 23, 23 in the manner shown
in Figure 2, since the side portions 22, 22 may
be flexed upwardly to a substantial degree. The
resiliency of the bar member 21 combined with
the weight of the garment acts to produce out-
ward gripping forces on the bowed portions 23,
23, thereby securely holding the garments in
suspended position.

The bar member 21 may be made of flat stock,
as shown in Figure 4, or may be made of stock
having any other suitable cross-section.

Referring now to Figures 5 to 8, a modifica-
tion is disclosed wherein the hanger comprises
a vertical supporting element 3! having a hori-
zontal top arm 32 which is secured to a suitable
plate 33 which may bhe fastened to a wall or
other vertical supporting surface. Secured to the
lower end of the supporting member 3{ is ga
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horizontally extending, narrow channel member
34 formed of sheet metal or the like.  Removably
secured in the narrow channel member 34 is a
spring bar 35 of flat, resilient material, such as
spring steel or other suitable resilient material,
said bar being covered at its external portions
with leather, plastic, fabric, or other suitable
protective material, said coverings being indi-
cated at 36, 36. The end portions of the spring
bar are bent to define inwardly facing bowed
portions 37, 31 terminating in outwardly facing
bowed portions 38, 38.

In using the hanger of Figures 5 to 8, the
bowed portions 37, 31 are engaged immediately
beneath diametrically opposite waistband por-
tions of the garment, the garment being indi-
cated in dotted view at 38, the waistband of the
garment, shown at 39, being received in the
inwardly bowed portions 38, 38. As in the pre-
viously-deseribed embodiment of the invention,
the weight of the garment, combined with the
resiliency of the spring bar 35, produces. outward
thrust at the bowed portions 37, 37, whereby the
garment is securely gripped. The spring bar 35
may be readily disengaged from the channel 34
when ‘it is desired to remove the garment from
the hanger, whereby disengagement of the spring
bar 35 may be accomplished more readily than
if the spring bar remained attached to the sup-
porting member 3f. The arms of the spring bar
may be flexed inwardly by grasping the extrem-
ities 38, 38 and exerting inward pressure thereon,
whereby the garment 38’ may be readily slipped
off the spring bar.

While certain specific embodiments of an im-
proved garment hanger for supporting skirts,
trousers and similar garments have been dis-
closed in the foregoing description, it will be un-
derstood that various modifications within- the
$pirit of the invention may occur to those skilled
in the art. Therefore, it is intended that no
limitations be placed on. the invention except
as defined by the scope of the appended claims.

‘What is claimed is:

1. In a garment hanger, a vertical supporting
member and a U-shaped resilient spring bar,
the lower end of said vertical supporting member
being provided with a horizontal channel ele-
ment receiving the mid-portion of said spring
bar, said spring bar having its legs extending
upwardly and said legs being provided at their
free ends with S-bends, each S-bend comprising
an inwardly facing inner bowed portion forming
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a shoulder adapted to engage a garment and an
outwardly facing outer bowed portion forming
a hook receiving the upper band of the garment.

2. In a garment hanger, a vertical supporting
member, 2 horizontal channel element secured
to the lower end of said verfical supporting
member, a flat U-shaped resilient spring bar,
the intermediate portion of said spring bar be-
ing detachably received in said horizontal chan-
nel element, said spring bar having its legs curved
upwardly, S-bends formed on the free ends of
said spring bar, each S-bend comprising an in-
wardly facing inner bowed portion and an out-
wardly facing outer bowed portion.

3. ITn a garment hanger, a vertical support
member, a U-shaped resilient spring bar detach-
ably secured at its mid-portion to the lower end
of said vertical support member, with the legs
of said bar being curved upwardly and being pro-
vided at their free terminals with S-bends, each
§-bend comprising -an inwardly facing inner
bowed portion and an outwardly facing outer
bowed portion, and sheathing material enclosing
the end portions of said spring bar.

4. In a garment hanger, a vertical supporting
member, connecting means formed on the lower
end thereof; a U-shaped resilient bar detachably
supported at its center point by the connecting
means, said bar having opposing upwardly ex-
tending legs, garment receiving means formed on
the upper free ends of each of the legs, said last
means including an offset outwardly projecting
U-shaped shoulder engageable on the inner sur-
face of the waist portion of a garment, and a
hook terminal on the terminal point of the free
leg of the shoulder, said hook terminal facing
outwardly and overlying the waist portion of the
garment.

ROBERT H. REYNOLDS.
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