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To ?t77 7th O1, it inctly conce7n

Beit known that I, WILLISL. HoFFMAN, a
citizen
of the United States, and a resident of
Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and
State of New Jersey, have invented a new
and Improved Snapping Device for Marbles,
of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description.
This invention relates to a device adapted
IO
to be grasped in the hand, and which may
hold a marble; the device being constructed
in such a way that by a pressure from the
hand the marble may be projected as when
snapped from the fingers.
. The object of the invention is to produce
a device constructed as suggested, adapted
to be used by boys in playing marbles, and
enabling the marbles to be Snapped or thrown
with greater force and accuracy than is pos
sible when they are Snapped in the ordinary
way.

The invention consists in the construction

and combination of parts to be more fully
described
hereinafter and particularly set
25 forth in the claims.
Reference is to be had to the accompany
ing drawings forming a part of this specifica
tion, in which similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in both figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective showing how the
device is held in the hand and operated; and
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the device, rep
resenting a marble held in the mouth thereof
and indicating the manner in which the mar
35 ble is projected from the device.
Referring more particularly to the parts,
1 represents a resilient member or spring,
which is bent near its middle to form a bow
2, from which extends a pair of substantially
parallel and oppositely disposed resilient
blades 3 and 4. Near the bow 2 the blades
3 and 4 are rigidly connected together by a
block 5 through which a fastening device,
Such as the rivet 6, may pass as shown.
45 The forward ends of the blades 3 and 4 are
disposed substantially in alinement with
each other, as shown, and at these points the
blades are slightly bent so as to form curved
lips
7 and S; the concave side of the curve
So being disposed inwardly. In this way op
positely disposed lips are formed, which are
adapted to hold a marble there between in
the manner indicated in the illustrations.
Between the lips 7 and S and the block 5 the
material of the blades 3 and 4 is substan-

is offered to a flexing of the blades which
must occur between these points. The lower
lip S is slightly more curved than the upper
lip, so that this lip more effectually consti 6 o
tutes a seat for the marble 9, as indicated.
Near its rear portion, the side edges of the
lip 8 are connected by a transverse bar or
stop 10 which limits the rearward movement
of the marble and enables the marble to be
held in the seat formed by the lip 8.
The manner of using the device is clearly
illustrated in Fig. 1; it is grasped in the hand,
as shown, and the blades 3 and 4 are pressed
toward each other at a point between the 7 o
marble and the block 5. In this way the
blades become flexed into substantially the
position in which they are indicated in dotted
lines in Fig. 2. There is thus exerted a pres
sure upon the inner side of the marble which 75
will project it forcibly from the device. On
account of the fact that the lips 7 and 8 have
considerable length, the device affords means
for controlling the direction which the mar
ble takes, as well as the force with which it is
projected. A device constructed as described
constitutes a useful and interesting addition
to a boy's kit of marbles and toys.
Having thus described my invention, I
claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent:
1. A device of the class described having a

pair of oppositely disposed blades tending to
separate, said blades presenting unbroken
faces on their outer sides adapted to be 9 O
pressed by the fingers to force said blades to
gether, and a member disposed entirely be
tween said blades and holding them in posi
tion.
2. A device of the class described having a 95
pair of oppositely disposed blades adapted to
hold a marble therebetween, and a block be
tween said blades and attached thereto, One
of said blades being flexible whereby the
marble may be snapped from said device by OO
pressing the blades together with the fingers.
3. A device of the class described consist
ing of a bent spring having a bow and blades
extending from said bow, a block connecting
said blades near said bow, the ends of saic
blades being disposed substantially opposite To5
to each other and formed into lips adapted to
hold a marble therebetween.
,
4. A device of the class described having
blade with a curved lip formed at the forward LO
end thereof forming a seat for a marble, a

tially flat, so that no substantial resistance transverse bar disposed near said seat and
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forming a stop to limit the rearward move- name to this specification in the presence of

ment of said marble, and a second blade en- two subscribing witnesses.
gaging the side of the marble opposite said
-first blade, one of said blades being flexible
WILLIS L. HOFFMAN.
5 whereby the marble may be projected from Witnesses:
said device by pressure thereupon.
F. D. AMMEN,
In testimony whereof I have signed my
JNO. M. RITTER.

