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(57) Abstract: Provided is a composition that can be used to etch a metal layer, e.g. a copper layer, and that makes it
possible to form a fine pattern that has excellent dimensional precision and little cross-sectional narrowing of fine lines
while suppressing the generation of a residual film. A composition that is an aqueous solution that contains (A) 0.1-25
mass% of at least one type of component selected from the group that consists of cupric ions and ferric ions, (B) 0.1-30
mass% of chloride ions, (C) 0.01-10 mass% of a compound that is represented by general formula (1) and has a number
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average molecular weight of 350-1,200, (D) 0.01-10 mass% of at least one type of component selected from the group
that consists of unsaturated carboxylic acids and salts and anhydrides thercof, and water.
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