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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A whirling amusement device for balancing objects
§uch as coins while spinning the device on a finger includ-
ing a rod having a U-shaped end for carrying the ob-
ject on the free end of the U and a finger-loop at the op-
posite end. The finger-loop is offset in the same direction
as the U so that the finger lies approximately directly
over the object-carrying surface.

This invention relates to an amusement device for use
by both children and adults that is actuated manually.

It is an object of my invention to provide a simple
amusement device in which patience and a steady hand are
required to test the user’s skill and manual dexterity.

A specific object of my invention is to provide an amuse-
ment device which is operated by swinging it around the
finger of the user in a whirling motion.

A general object of my invention is to provide a pro-
vocative amusement device which may be operated at
different levels of skill depending on the user’s ability.

Other objects of my invention will become more ap-
parent upon reading the following specification and by
referring to the accompanying drawing, which drawing
and specification form a part of this disclosure.

FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of the preferred
embodiment of the device of my invention;

FIGURE 2 is a front elevational view of another em-
bodiment of my invention designed for the more advanced
user;

FIGURE 3 is a general view showing the device of FIG-
URE 1 in an operative condition; and

FIGURE 4 represents another embodiment of my de-
vice in which the finger loop is formed to provide better
balance and control.

Referring now to the drawings, my device is a unitary
device in the form of an elongated axial body 1, pref-
erably circular in cross section, but which may be of other
suitable cross section, such as rectangular. The upper end
of the body 1 is formed into the general shape of a loop 2
which loop is of sufficient size to allow the user’s finger to
be easily inserted thereon. The loop is shown as being po-
sitioned with its center directly in line with the axis of the
body 1. This positioning of the loop is mainly for ap-
pearance, and an alternate, preferred, position is shown in
FIGURE 4. At the lower end of the body 1 of the device
there is formed a general U shown as 3 which is bent to
extend upwardly toward the loop 2. The leg of the U
formed opposite the shaft is relatively short in relation to
the overall length of the shaft 1. The total length of the
device is variable but for convenience it will be generally
in the range of from six to eighteen inches. The device
may be constructed of any suitable material of construc-
tion, for instance, extruded plastic or metal wire. The
terminal end of balancing end 4 of the U is relatively flat
and its planar surface would intersect the longitudinal axis
of shaft 1 at generally right angles.

In FIGURE 2, I shave shown an alternate embodiment
which may be preferred by those who have mastered the
device of FIGURE 1 and wish a more challenging diver-
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sion. Here the loop end 3 and body 1 of the device are of
the same general configuration as shown in FIGURE 1.
However the opposite end is formed having loops 3 and
3a extending in opposite directions. These loops are again
formed so the terminal ends 4 and 4a have their planar
surfaces perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the
body 1. .

In FIGURE 4 another alternate method of forming my
device is shown. The finger loop is formed with its center
offset from the center line of the body. The center of the
loop is approximately over the terminal or balancing end
4 of the U which is formed at the other end of the shaft.
This offset provides better and easier balance as it places
the finger of the user more directly over the balancing
tip.

Referring to FIGURE 3, my device, utilizing principles
of balance and centrifugal force, is used as follows:

The user extends a finger, probably the index finger
through the loop 2 allowing the device to be suspended
loosely from the finger. A small flat disc, coin or other
relatively flat symmetrical object is taken with the other
hand of the user and placed on the terminal end 4 of the
rod 1 as shown. The user slowly begins to swing the device
back and forth, pendulum fashion, in increasing arm
lengths until a complete revolution is made. This whirling
motion is continued until balance is lost and the disc or
coin falls from the balancing tip. It can readily be seen
that centrifugal force acts to hold the disc against the
balancing tip of the rod. Therefore, one can swing the de-
vice in any plane. It is possible, for instance, to whirl the
device over the head of the user in a horizontal plane.

Another variation requiring greater skill' is the device
of FIGURE 2. This embodiment is operated in the same
manner as is the device of FIGURE 1, however, several
objects are maintained in a state of rotational stability.
Another, even more difficult, variation is to place several,
as many as possible, discs on the balancing end.

I claim:

1. A whirling amusement device for balancing a rela-
tively flat symmetrical object comprising:

(a) an elongated rod of substantially uniform cross-

section,

(b) one end of the rod being formed into a U shape,

(c) said U having at its terminal end a relatively flat
balancing surface substantially perpendicular to the
longitudinal axis of the rod,

(d) the opposite end of the rod being formed into a
closed loop,

(e) the loop being of a size sufficient to provide for
loose insertion of a finger therein,

(f) said loop having its center offset from the center
line of the rod in the direction of the offset of the ter-
minal balancing surface and positioned over the ter-
minal balancing surface.
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