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Company, Elizabeth, N. J., a corporation of New
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1

This invention relates to group stitch sewing
machines and more particularly to machines
adapted to sew- labels to garments and other
workpieces.

The invention has as its primaly object to pro-
vide a label sewing machine having an improved
work- and label-holding clamp and improved
means for placing labels into the clamp.

Another object of this invention is to improve
the label-sewing machine disclosed in the pend-
ing United States patent application of George
J. Plopper, Serial No. 85,192, filed April 2, 1949.
In that application there is disclosed a label
sewing machine having a label-clamp, means for
moving the clamp in a predetermined path, and
a manually controlled label-feeding means car-
ried by the label-clamp for -placing labels into
the clamp.

It is an object of this invention to relieve the
clamp-feeding mechanism of the load imposed
thereon by the weight of the label-feeding mech-
‘anism. This has been accomplished by support-
ing the label-feeding mechanism independently
of the label-clamp on a stationary part of the
machine and in such position that it will register
with the label-clamp when the machine is in
“stop” position.

Another object of the invention is to provide
means associated with the clamp lifting and
lowering mechanism for automatically feeding
into the label-clamp a label which the operator
has previously placed in the automatic label-
feeding mechanism.

With the akove and other objects in view, as

will hereinafter appear, the invention comprises o

the devices, combinations and arrangements of
parts hereinafter set forth and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings of a preferred embodi-
ment of the invention, from which the several
features of the invention and the advantages
attained thereby will be readily understood by
‘those skilled in the art. '

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a left side view of a portion of a con-
_ventional group stitching machine embodying the
present invention.

Fig. 2 is a horizontal section taken substan-
tially on the line 2—2 of Pig. 1 showing, in plan
view, the label-feeding mechanism and a por-
tion of the label-holding clamp.

Fig. 22 is a detail plan view of a label-position-
ing means hereinafter described.

Fig. 3 is a right side elevation, partly in sec~
tion, of a portion of the label-holding clamp and
the label-feeding mechanism.
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Fig. 4 is a vertical section taken substantially
on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3 with a label-feeding
arm, later to be described, in advanced position.

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view similar to Fig. 4

but with the label-feeding arm  latched in re-
tracted position. -
. Pig. 6 is a front end view, partly in section, of
the label-holding clamp and showing -a portion
of the label-feeding means associated therewith.
. Pig. 7 is a view looking from the front end of
the machine and showing the label-feeding means
and the label-holding clamp, a portion of the
latter being broken away..

Fig. 8 is a vertical section taken substantially
on the line 8—3§ of Fig. 3.

Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing the label-
feeding means secured to and supported by the
face-plate of the sewing machine.

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary view similar to a por-
tion of Fig. 6, but with the parts in a different
position. .

Fig. 11 is q perspective view showing a portion
of a workpiece and a label attached thereto as
by the present machine.

Referring more specifically to the drawings,
this invention is disclosed as embodied in g cycli~
cally operated group stitching machine, commer-
cially well known. This machine is generally
similar to the machine disclosed in. the United
States patent of C. M. Horton, No. 1,051,998, Feb-
ruary 4, 1913, to which reference may be had for
a more complete disclosure of the stitch-forming,
thread-cutting and start-and-stop mechanisms,
the specific details of which form no part of the
present invention. The clamp-actuating mech-
anism of the present machine is substantially the
same as in the above mentioned tacking machine
and differs from that disclosed in the Horton
patent mainly in the contour of the cam grooves
which give to the work-clamp its lengthwise and
crosswise movements.  In the present machine,
the work-clamp and the work carried thereby are
so moved as to cause the stifch-forming mech-
anism to sew a seam of substantially rectangular
pattern, thereby sewing about the marginal por-
tion of a rectangular label, instead of making
cross stitches as in the Horton construction.

As shown in the drawings, the machine com-
prises a frame including a base | having a hori-
zontal work-supporting arm 2 extending laterally
therefrom, a standard 3 and an overhanging
bracket-arm 4 supported by the standard. A ro-
tary main shaft (not shown) is journaled length-
wise within the bracket-arm and is geared to turn
‘s cam wheel § as shown in said Horton patent.
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The machine is provided with stitch-forming
mechanism including a reciprocating needle-bar
8, mounted in the head 42 of the bracket-arm
and carrying an eye-pointed thread-carrying
needle 1, and a cooperating oscillating shuttle
mechanism 8 located within the work-supporting
arm 2. These elements are actuated from the
main shaft by connections common to this type
of sewing machine. The bracket-arm head 42 is
hollow and is closed by a face-plate 4>, shown in
Figs. 1 and 9. Although the face-plate 4b is re-
movable from the bracket-arm head 42 it is nor-
mally fixed thereto and therefore is, in effect, a
portion of the stationary sewing machine frame.

Secured upon the upper surface of the work-
arm 2, at the forward end thereof, is a throat-
plate 9 provided with a hole #8 for the passage
of the needle. A bar t1 is slidingly mounted on
the arm 2 and carries, at its forward end, a
work-supporting plate i2 formed with a rec-
tangular. sewing opening 13 (Fig. 8), within
which the substantially rectangular label-at-
taching seam is sewed.

Mounted upon the bar i1 is the foot {42 of a
clamp frame i4 formed, at its forward end, with
a vertically disposed head {5 which carries 1abel-
holding means hereinafter described.

The bar if, frame 4 and the parts carried
thereby are periodically shifted lengthwise of the
arm 2 and crosswise thereof in a predetermined
sequence to cause the stitch-forming mecha-
nism to sew a seam S around the marginal por-
tion of a rectangular label I, to attach the label
to a workpiece W as shown in Fig. 11.

The means for giving the paris their move-
ments lengthwise of the arm 2 comprise a cam
groove 20 (Fig. 1) formed in that face of the
cam wheel 5 adjacent the standard 3 and the
arm 4. ‘This cam groove is entered by a stud
carried by an arm 2i secured upon one end of
a rock-shaft 22 journaled horizontally in the
upper end of a bracket 23 secured upon the
upper face of the work-supporting arm 2. The
other end of the rock-shaft 22 carries a depend-
ing arm 24 which, in turn, carries a block 25 ad-
justably mounted on an upright pin 26 carried
by the rear end of the bar 1. The cam groove
20 is formed with alternate stepped portions 28
and concentric portions 20 which portions act
through the parts 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 succes-
sively to shift the work-clamp step-by-step
lengthwise of the arm 2 and then to hold it
against endwise movement while it is shifted
transversely of the arm about the axis of the pin
26 by means now to be described.

Transverse movement of the work-clamp is
effected from a cam groove 271 formed in the
outer face of the cam wheel 5. This cam groove
is formed with alternate stepped portions 27s
and concentric portions 27°. A stud 28, carried
by the upper arm 292 of a bell-crank lever 28,
tracks the cam groove 27 and oscillates the lever
about the axis of a stud 30 by means of which
the lever is fulecrumed to a mid-portion of the
bracket 23. The other arm 29% of the lever 2§
is of arcuate form and has adjustably secured
to it one end 312 of a link 31, the other end 3i*
of which is connected to an arm carried by a
rock-shaft 32 journaled in the arm 2. The shaft
32 is connected, by a member 33, to the clamp-
bar (1. The connections between the bell-crank
lever 29 and the clamp bar {f are shown more

" in detaill in the above mentioned Horton Patent
‘No. 1,051,998, Thus the cam groove 27 effects,
through the elements 29, 3i, 32 and 33 transverse
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movements of the work-clamp about the axis of
the pin 26. The cam grooves 20 and 27 are so
related that the stepped portion of one is dis-
posed adjacent the concentric portion of the
other. Therefore as the clamp is shifted length-
wise it is held against transverse movement and
when it is shifted transversely of the arm 2 it is
held against endwise movement. The work and
the label carried by the clamp are therefore so
moved relative to the stitch-forming mechanism
as to cause the sewing of a substantially rec-
tangular seam as shown in Fig. 11.

The means for holding a label in sewing posi-
tion comprises a horizontally disposed label-
positioning member designated generally as 34,
carried by a shank 38 securad, by screws 36, to
the foot portion 372 of an L-shaped supporting
member 31. This member 37 is slidingly mount-
ed on one side of the clamp-frame head {5 and
is held in place thereon by an angular retainer
member 38 (Figs. 1 and 2) which is secured to
the head 15 by screws 38 and embraces the ver-
tical portion of the supporting member 37. A
coil spring 40, Lonnected at its lower end to a
screw 41 threaded into the stationary retainer
member 38 and at ifs upper end to a screw 42
passing through a slot 43 in the member 88 and
threaded into the supporting member 37, nor-
mally urges the member 37 and the parts car-
ried thereby downwardly relative to the elamp
frame head {3 but permits them to be raised by
means hereinafter described.

‘The label positioning member 34 comprises a
horizontally disposed plate 44 carried by the
shank 35 and a horizontally disposed pan-like
member 45 which is riveted or otherwise secured
to the under side of the plate 44. The plate 44
and member 45 are provided with a rectangular
label-receiving aperture 46 which overlies and
is substantially coextensive with the opening 13
in the work-supporting plate 12. The pan-like
member 25 also serves as a presser-foot to hold
the workpiece W down on the work-supporting
plate 12 as shown most clearly in Figs. 7 and 8.
Secured upon the upper surface of the plate 44
by a screw 47 is a relatively thin U-shaped mem-
ber 48 (see Fig. 22) the legs 482 of which over-
hang slightly the side walls of the aperture 46
in the plate 44 and thus serve to prevent acci-

) dental upward displacement of a label when

placed in the aperture 46.

Cooperating with the plate 44 in holding a
label in sewing position is a pair of label presser
members comprising vertically disposed shanks

5 48 and 50 which are slidingly mounted in a guide-

way formed in the clamp frame head (5. The
shanks 49 and 50 are formed at their lower ends
with offset portions 49e and 5082, respectively, to
which are secured label-holding presser-feet 5i
and 52. These presser-feet are of opposed U-
shape and together form g composite presser
member P (Fig. 2) of substantially rectangular
form having a rectangular opening 53 of substan-
tially the same size as the underlying opening
{3 in the work-supporting plate 12. The presser-
feet 51 and 52 are provided with downwardly
brojecting ribs 512 and 522, respectively, each
having a serrated lower edge x adapted to grip
the label when the presser-feet are lowered
thereon.

The shanks €9, 5§ and the presser-feet secured
thereto are normally depressed by leaf springs
84 and 53, respectively, carried by the clamp
frame i4. When the machine is in “stop” posi-
tion, as at the end of a sewing cycle, the presser-
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feet may be lifted, in opposition to the springs,
by manipulation of a manually operated lever
§6 (Fig. 1) fulcrumed at 57 on a bracket 58 se-
cured upon the arm 4. The forward end 582 of
the lever 56 engages beneath a collar 59 secured
upon & spring-depressed bar 60 mounted for end-
wise movement in the bracket-arm head 42. At
its lower end, the bar 60 has secured to it, by a
screw 61, an angle bracket 62 to which is secured
a plate 63 which, in the “stop” position of the
machine, underlies pins 49* and 50 which are
carried by and project horizontally from the
presser-foot shanks 49 and 50, respectively.

The machine is provided, in addition to the
clamp shifting mechanism above described, with
conventional - start-and-stop mechanism, not
shown. Thus the machine may be started, the
work-clamp shifted to cause the stitch-forming
mechanism to sew a seam of substantially rec-
tangular contour around the marginal portion of
a label held -in the label-holder, and the machine
automatically brought to rest at the completion
of the stitching cycle. As above stated, this start-
and-stop mechanism may be of the type disclosed
in the Horton Patent No. 1,051,998,

This invention is concerned largely with the
provision of semi-automatic means for inserting
a2 label into the label-holder when the label
presser-feet are elevated. This means comprises
an arcuate label chute C consisting of a curved
metal plate 64 having inner and outer upturned
side flanges 642 and 64>, respectively. This chute
and the means cooperating therewith to feed
labels into the label-holder are supported inde-
pendently of the work- and label-holding clamp
which is required to be shifted relative to the
stitch forming mechanism, thereby relieving the
clamp-shifting mechanism of the burden of also
shifting the label-feeding mechanism. This is
‘preferably effected by supporting substantially
the entire label feeding mechanism upon a sta-
tionary part of the machine frame, as, for ex-
ample, upon the face-plate 4b.

As shown most clearly in Fig. 9, the label feed-
ing mechanism is supported upon a bracket 65
adjustably secured, by screws 66, to a lug 67
formed on the face-plate 4b. The movable ele-
ments of the Iabel-feeding mechanism are
mounted upon a vertically disposed supporting
plate 68 adjustably secured, by screws 69, to the
bracket 65. To the rear flange 642 of the chute
C there are secured upper and lower upstanding
ears 10 and 71 slotted as at 792, Ti2 respectively,
to slide upon shoulders formed on screws 72 and
" 13 threaded into bosses 74 and 75 projecting
laterally from the supporting plate 68. The chute
C normally gravitates on the serews 72, I3 until
the delivery end thereof rests upon the upper
surface of the pan-like work-holding presser-
foot 45. Thus, the chute C is free to be moved
upwardly and downwardly with the member 45.

Labels L, either folded or plain, are placed, by
the operator, in the chute C, substantially in the
position illustrated in dotted lines in Figs 5 and
7. Peeding of the label from that position is
effected by the downward swinging motion of a
gravity-actuated label-feeding arm 716 pivoted,
at. T1, upon the supporting plate 68. The arm
76 has, at its lower end, a horizontally offset por-

tion 762 upon which is secured, by screws 18, an

inverted L-shaped bracket 19. Pivotally at-
tached; at 80, to the bracket 19 is a gravity-
actuated foot 81 to the lower end of which is
secured a sheet metal shoe member 82, the free

end 822 of which is turned downwardly and slides
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upon the upper surface of the curved metal plate
64 of the label chute C. In its downward move-
ment from the position illustrated in dotted lines
in Fig. 7 to the position shown in full lines in
the same figure, the downturned end 822 engages
the upper edge of the label and shifts the label
into the cavity in the plate 44. In its passage out
of the delivery end of the chute, the opposite
side edges of the label pass beneath the curved
lower edges of guide blocks 832 and 83 secured,
respectively, to the side walls 642 and 64> of the .
chute C. These guide blocks insure that the
edges of the labels will be directed benéath the
overhanging edges of the legs 48a of the mem-
ber 48 and beneath the downwardly projecting
ribs 5i2, 522 of the presser feet 51, §2.

The supportmg plate 68 is provided with two
arcuate slots 84 and 85, through which project
rins 86 and 87, carried, respectively, by the label-
feeding arm 76 and the upper end of an arm-
resetting lever 88 (later to be described) ful-
crumed on a screw 89 at the rear side of the
plate 68. The lower end of the lever 88 is pivot-
ally connected by a screw 90, to one arm 9i= of
an angle lever 91. The other arm 91® of the lever
91 is formed with a slot 92 through which loosely
passes a stud 93, one end of which is threaded
into the head 15 of the clamp frame, as at 94 (Fig.
8). Adjustably secured on the stud 93, as by set
screw 98, is a collar 96, which, during the sewing
oreration, is designed to engage the arm 8ib. of
the lever 8{ to shift that lever horizontally and
thereby turn the arm-resetting 1ever 88 about the
fulerum screw 89.

‘After a workpiece has been placed beneath the
work-holder 45, a label has been inserted into
the label-holder and the presser-feet 51 and 52
have been lowered, the parts are in the position
shown in full lines in PFig. 7. The machine is
then started and the work-clamp, the label car-
ried thereby, and the workpiece are shifted rela-
tive to the stitch-forming mechanism step-by-
step toward the left as seen in Fig. 1. This
causes the stitch-forming mechanism to sew the
portion s! of the seam S as. shown in Fig. 11.
Next the clamp is shifted step-by-step laterally
toward the left as viewed in Fig. 7, thereby caus-
ing the stitch-forming mechanism to sew that
portion of the seam S desighated as s2. - The
clamp is then shifted step-by-step to the right
(Fig. 1) and the stitch-forming mechanism sews
the portion s3 of the seam 8.  Finally the clamp

is shifted laterally to the right (Fig. 7) to cause

the stitch-forming mechanism to sew the por-
tion s* of the seam S and to bring the clamp
back to its original position, where it is held sta-
tionary while the needle is reciprocated several
times in. the same position to produce tying
stitches. "It is during the final lateral movement
of the clamp that the collar 96 on the stud 93
is drawn info contact with and shifts the angle-
lever 91 to the right as seen in Fig, 8. This move-
ment of the angle-lever swings the resetting
lever 88 counterclockwise about the fulcrum
screw 89 (Fig. 8). This causes the pin 87 car-
ried by the upper end of the lever 88 to act on
the curved surface T6% of the lever 16 (Fig. 7)
and swings the lever counterclockwise from the
advanced. position shown in Fig. 7 to. the re-
tracted position indicated in dotted lines in that
figure. As the lever 16 approaches its upper-
most position the pin 86 carried thereby engages
and passes beyond the under side of the curved
end 97% of one arm of a latch-lever 97 ful-
crumed upon a shoulder screw 98 threaded into
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the plate 68. The latch-lever 97 is normally
biased in a clockwise direction, as seen in Figs.
4, 5 and 8, by a spring 99 having one end se-
cured beneath the head of a screw (00 threaded
into the plate 68 and its other end bent out-
wardly and downwardly to engage the latch-
lever. The latch-lever is also formed with a de-
pending finger-piece, or handle, 9T° by means
of which the latch-lever may be turned, in op-
position to the spring 99, should it be desired to
release the latch manually,. Downward move-
ment of the latch-lever, under the influence of
the spring 99, is limited by its contact with the
upper end of a trip arm 181 secured, by a screw
{02, to one end of a trip-lever 103. This lever
is fulerumed on a shoulder screw 104 threaded
into the plate 68 and is normally held in the
position illustrated in Fig. 4, i. e. with the lever
in contact with the upper corner 9fc of the arm
gi2 of the angle lever 91, by a coil spring 108.
This spring is connected, at one end, to a screw
106 carried by the lever and at its opposite end
to a stud (07 carried by an arm 108 secured by
‘& serew 109 to the plate 68.

This invention also provides means for auto- ¢

matically releasing the latch 97 from the pin 86
to permit the arm 76 to swing downwardly by
gravity to inject a label into the label holder as
hereinbefore described. This means is controlled
by and in synchronism with the raising and low-
ering movements of the presser-feet 51, 52.

As hereinbefore stated, the presser shanks 48
and 50 and the presser-feet 51 and 52 carried
thereby may be lifted by the manual manipula-
tion of the lever 56, acting through the bar 60,
bracket 62, plate 63 and pins 49° and 50°. After
the completion of a label-attaching operation
initial upward movement of the shanks 49 and
50 also effect upward movement of the label-po-
sitioning member 34 and the work-holding pres-
ser-foot 45 carried thereby. This is effected (see
Pigs. 6 and 10) by a latch 110 pivotally mounted,
by a screw ii1i, on the shank 49 and normally
biased in a counterclockwise direction (Figs. 6
and 10) by a spring 12 coiled about the shank
of the screw fi{l. The spring {12 has two offset
arms, one 1122 bearing against a pin 113 carried
by the latch and the other 112%, bearing against
the side wall of a clearance aperture (142 formed
in a face plate 114 secured to the clamp frame
head 15 by screws 115. As the shank 49 and the
parts carried thereby are moved upwardly from
the position shown in Fig. 10 to the position illus-
trated in dotted lines in Fig. 6, the upper end
of the latch 110 engages the under side of a fin-
ger 310 carried by the label-holder supporting
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member 37, and lifts that member and the label- -

holder 34 and the work-holding presser-foot 45,
in opposition to the spring 40.. This permits the
workpiece and its attached label to be removed
from the machine and a new workpiece to be
placed on the work-supporting plate 12 beneath
the presser-foot 45. This initial upward move-
ment of the presser-feet carries the side face
1102 of the latch {10 into contact with the cam
face 1162 of a cam block 116 adjustably secured
on the face-plate 114 by a screw 111, as shown in
Fig. 6. Purther upward movement of the shank
49 from the position illustrated in dotted lines
in Fig. 6 to the position shown in full lines, causes
the cam surface 1162 to act upon the latch 110
to turn it clockwise (F'ig. 6) in opposition to the
spring 112, and remove the nose of the latch
from beneath the finger 37° on the shank 37 of
the label-holder and work presser-foot. There-

iyl
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upon the spring 40 draws the shank 37 and the
members 34 and 4% downwardly to cause the
presser-foot 45 to bear upon the new workpiece.

The shank 50 of the label-holding presser-foot
52 is provided on one edge with an extension {i8
(Figs. 4 and 8) having a cam face 118% and a
lower horizontal surface [18°. In the upward
movement of the shank 50 the cam face (182
engages and wipes past the outwardly projecting
end 19> of a latch-lever 119 fulcrumed on a
shoulder screw (20 threaded into the upper end
of the trip-lever 183, hereinbefore mentioned,
thus idly swinging the latch-lever clockwise to
the position indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 8.
The latch-lever 119 is normally biased in counter-
clockwise direction, as seen-in Figs. 4 and 8, by a
coil spring {2 connected at one end to the upper
end of the latch-lever and at its other end to the
screw {86 to which the spring 105 also is con-
nected. When the under surface f182 of the ex-~
tension (18 has been moved above the upper sur-
face of the projecting end {192 of the latch-lever,
the lever is turned counterclockwise gbout its
fulerum 128 by the spring {2i and the end 1182
is placed beneath the extension (18 as shown in
full lines in Fig. 8.

With a new workpiece held beneath the presser
member 43; with the label-feeding arm 76 held
in retracted position by the lateh 97, as shown in
Fig. 5; with a new label L placed in the label
chute C in advance of the shoe 82 as indicated in
Fig. 5; and with the rear end of the lifting lever
56 depressed as indicated in dotted lines in Fig.
1 and the presser-feet 5{ and 52 in elevated posi-
tion as shown in Fig. 6, the machine is in condi-
tion for reloading preparatory to the next label
sewing operation.

The operator releases the pressure on the rear
end of the lever 56 whereupon the spring-de-
pressed bar § and the members 62 and 63 car-
ried thereby and the presser-foot shanks 48 and
50 are moved downwardly. The initial down-
ward movement of the shank 50 causes the ex-
tension {18 to pull downwardly on the latch-lever
{18 which, in turn, pulls downwardly on that end
of the trip-lever 183 to which the latch-lever 19
is connected. This turns the trip lever i03 clock-
wise ahout its fulcrum {04 (Fig. 8) and lifts the
trip arm 181. This movement of the trip arm
turns the iatch lever 97 counterclockwise about
its fulcrum 98 thereby removing the curved end
972 of the latch-lever out of the path of move-
ment of the stud §5 carried by the label-feeding
arm 76. . With the stud thus released, the label-
feeding arm swings downwardly by gravity about
its pivot 71, thereby causing the shoe 82 to feed
the label down the chute C and into the label
holder and beneath the lifted presser-feet, as
hereinbefore explained. This automatic release
of the arm 78 and the resulting feeding of the
Jabel into the label-holder is effected almost in-
stantaneously and before the presser-feet 54, 52
have been completely lowered. Final lowering of
the presser-feet causes them to bear upon the
newly injected label and to hold it in sewing posi-
tion on the workpiece. The machine is then
started and attaches the new lahel to the new
workpiece as above described. During the sub-
sequent sewing operation, the work-clamp will
move laterally away from the stationary mem-
ber 68, and thus the extension {{8 will pull away
from the element {92 thereby to release the lat-
ter so that the arm-resetting lever 88 may func-
tion to swing the label-feeding arm to its upper
position as hereinabove described.



2,548,692

9

Having thus set forth the nature of the in-
vention, what we claim herein is:
- 1..The combination with a group stitching
machine having a work-support and stitch-form-
ing mechanism; of a clamp device, including a
vertically movable presser member, constructed
and arranged to hold a workpiece on said work-
support and to hold a label in position to be
attached to said work-piece by said stitch-form-
ing mechanism; means including a pivotally
mounted arm movable from a retracted position
to an advanced position for feeding a label into

sewing position in said clamp device; manually.

actuated means for raising said presser member:
and means actuated by downward movement of
said presser member for rendering said arm
effective to feed a label into said clamp device.

- 2. The combination with a group stitching
machine having a bracket-arm head, a work-sup-
port and stitch-forming mechanism; of a clamp
device, including a vertically movable presser
member, constructed and arranged to hold a
workpiece on said work-support and having a
label-receiving aperture adapted to hold a label
In position to be attached to said workpiece by
said stitch-forming mechanism; means supported
by the bracket-arm head and inecluding a label-

guiding chute and a gravity actuated arm hav-
ing a portion movable through said chute for
feeding a label into said label-receiving aperture
in said clamp device; latch means supported by
said bracket-arm head for normally holding said
arm in a retracted position; and means supported
by said bracket-arm head and actuated- by a

movement of said presser member for releasmg 4

said latch means.

3. The combination -with a group stitching ma-
chine having a main frame, a work-support and
stitch-forming mechanism; of a clamp device,
including g vertically movable presser member,
constructed and arranged to hold a workpiece on
said work-support and having a label-receiving
aperture-adapted to hold a label in position to be
attached to said workpiece by said stitch-forming
mechanism; label-feeding means including an ar-
cuate label-guiding chute aligned with said label-
receiving aperture; a supporting plate mountad
on said main frame; a gravity actuated arm piv-
otally mounted on said plate substantially coaxial
with said chute and having a portion movable in
said chute for feeding a label into said label-
receiving aperture in said clamp device; latch
means for normally holding said arm in a re-
tracted elevated position; and means actuated
by the downward movement of said presser mem-
ber for releasing said latch means.

4. The combination with a group stitching ma-
chine having a main frame including a base,
an overhanging bracket-arm terminating in a
head, a face-plate secured to said head, a work-
supporting arm, stitch-forming mechanism and
clamp-shifting means; of a work-clamp, includ-
ing a vertically movable presser member mounted
on said work-supporting arm and connected to
said clamp-shifting means; label-holding means
provided by said work-clamp; a label-feeding
means carried by said face-plate and including
a supporting plate; a label-feeding arm pivotally
mounted on said supporting plate; retaining
means carried by said supporting plate for nor-
mally holding said arm in a retracted position;

and means actuated by a movement of said press- -

er member for releasing said retaining means to
permit said arm to be moved to feed g label into
said label-holding means.

1

30

10

B0

(=
Lt

60

65

70

7%

10

5. The combination with a group stitching ma-
chine having a frame including a work-support-
ing arm, a bracket-arm, a plate carried by said
bracket-arm, stitch~forming mechanism and
clamp-shifting means; of a vertically movabile
work-clamp mounted on said work-supporting
arm and connected to said clamp-shifting means;
label-holding means provided by - said work-
clamp; a label-feeding means carried by said
plate and .including an arcuate chute mounted
for vertical movement with said work-clamp; a
label-feeding arm pivotally mounted substan-
tially coaxial with said chute, a label-engaging
shoe carried by said arm and yieldingly engaging
said chute; retaining means for normally holding
said arm in a retracted position; and means actu-
ated by a vertical movement of a portion of said
work-clamp for releasing said retaining means to
permit said arm to be moved to cause said shoe
to feed-.a label into said label-holding means.

6. The combination with a group stitching ma-
chine having a head, a work-supporting arm,
stitch-forming! mechanism and- clamp-shifting
means; of a work-clamp movably mounted on
said work-supporting arm and connected to said
clamp-shifting means for movement relative to
the stitch-forming mechanism; label-holding
means provided by said work-clamp and includ-
ing a vertically movable presser member; label-
feeding means carried by said head comprising
an arcuate label-guiding chute and a gravity ac-
tuated label-feeding arm mounted substantially
coaxial with said chute and having a portion
vieldingly engaging the chute; retaining means
for normally holding said arm in an elevated re-
tracted position; means including a lever actu-
ated by a vertical movement of said presser mem-
ber for releasing said retaining means to permit
said arm to be moved by gravity to feed a label
into said label-holding means; and arm-resetting
means actuated by the movement of said work-.
clamp relative to said label-feeding means to
shift said arm to its retracted position and to re-
engage it with said refaining means.

7. The combination with a group stitching ma-
chine having a frame, stitch-forming mechanism
and clamp-shifting :means; of a work-clamp
mounted on said frame and connected to said
clamp-shifting means for movement relative to
said  stitch-forming mechanism; Ilabel-holding
means provided by said work-clamp:; a. label-
feeding means carried by said frame, independ-
ently of said work-clamp, and including a sup-
porting plate; a label-feeding arm pivotally
mounted on said supporting plate; retaining
means for normally holding said arm inh a re-
tracted position; means for releasing said retain-
ing means to permit said arm to be moved to feed
a-label into said label-holding means; and means
for returning said arm to its retracted position
including a stud carried by said elamp; an arm-
resetting lever pivotally mounted on said sup-
porting plate and engaging said arm; and means
connecting said stud with said lever to cause the
stud to shift the lever by relative movement be-
tween the work-clamp and said label-feeding
means thereby to effect resetting of said label-
feeding arm.

8. In a group stitching machine, in combma-
tion, a frame including a work supporting arm
and an overhanging bracket-arm terminating in
2 head; a vertically movable work-holder sup-
ported on said work-supporting arm and having
a label-receiving cavity; label-feeding means
carried by said bracket-arm head and including
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5, label-guiding chute a portion of which overlies
said work-holder and is movable vertically there~
with, the delivery end of said chute being aligned
with said label-receiving cavity; and a label-
feeding ‘arm having & portion movable in said
chute for feeding a label into said cavity.

9. In a group stitching machine, in combina-
tion, a frame including a work-supporting arm
and an overhanging bracket-arm terminating in
a head; a vertically movable work-holder sup-
ported on said work-supporting arm and having
a label-receiving cavity; a supporting plate car-
ried by said bracket-arm head; label-feeding
means carried by said supporting plate and in-
cluding a slidingly mounted label-guiding chute
a portion of which overlies said work-holder and
is movable vertically therewith, the deiivery end
of said chute being aligned with said cavity; and
a label-feeding arm pivotally mounied on said
supporting plate and having a pivoted label-en-
gaging portion movable in said chute for feed-
ing.-a lapel into said cavity.

10. In a group stitching machine, in combina-
tion, a frame inciuding a work-supporting arm;
an overhanging bracket-arm ferminating in a
head; and a face-plate secured fto said head; a
supporting plate secured to said face-plate; a
work-holder carried by said work-supporting arm
and having a vertically movable work-pressing
member having a label-receiving cavity; verti-
cally movable label-feeding means including a
label-guiding chute mounted on said supporting
plate-and having its delivery end aligned with
said cavity, said delivery end overlying said work-

pressing member and movable vertically there- ;

with; a gravity actuated label-feeding arm piv-
otally mounted on said supporting plate and hav-
ing a pivoted foot slidingly engaging the inner
surface of said chute and a label therein; latch
means engaging said label-feeding arm to hold
it in a retracted position; and means actuated
by a movement of a portion of said work-holder
to trip said lateh means to permit said label-
feeding arm to swing downwardly to inject a
label into said cavity.

11. A group stitching machine as set forth in
claim-10 in which means is provided for auto-
matically raising said label-feeding arm dur-
ing a label sewing operation and engaging it with
said lateh to cause the latch to retain the arm in
-a retracted elevated position.

12. In a label sewing machine, in combination,
a work-supporting member; a spring-depressed
work-presser member having a shank and a foot
portion overlying a workpiece on said work-sup-
porting member and provided with a label-receiv-
ing cavity; a vertically movable spring-depressed
label-presser member having a shank and a foot
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portion overlying a label in said cavity; means
for raising said label-presser member; a latch
carried by the shank of said label-presser mem-
ber; a finger carried by the shank of said work-
presser member; means normally biasing said
latch to a position in which a portion thereof
lies beneath said finger; means to raise said label=
presser member to cause said latch to engage said
finger and raise said work-presser member si-
muitaneously therewith; and a cam engaging said
latch in its upward movement to shift said latch
from’ beneath said finger to permit said work-
presser member to descend independently of said
label-presser member.

13. In g label sewing machine, in combination,
a work-holder having a label-receiving cavity;
a label feeding means including a label-guiding

. chute and a pivoted label-feeding arm having a
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portion movable in said chute; laich means for
helding said label-feeding arm in a refracted po-
sition; a vertically movable label presser-foot;
and means actuated by the downward movement
of said label presser-foot for tripping said latch
to permit said label-feeding arm itc move to an
advanced position to inject a label into said label~
receiving cavity.

14. In a label sewing machine having a frame,
in combination, a work-holder; a label-holder
associated therewith and including a label-re-
ceiving cavity and a vertically movable label
presser foot; means for feeding a label info said
label-holder, comprising a vertically disposed
supporting plate carried by said frame; a label-
guiding chute mounted for vertical movement on
one face of said plate and normally aligned with
said label-holder; a label-feeding arm -pivotally
mounted on said plate at that face thereof adja-
cent said chute and having a portion movable

. through said chute to inject a label into sald
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labei~-holder; means actuated during a label sew-
ing operation to shift said label-feeding arm to a
retracted elevated position; a spring latch-en-
gaging said arm to hold it in said retracted po-
sition: and means actuated by a movement of
‘=i label presser foot preparatory to the next
sewing operation to release said latch to permit
said arm to move about its pivot to inject a label
inte said label holder. .

JOSEPH VOLLMAN.,

HERMAN GUNTHER.
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