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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEE ANDERSON, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Paris, in 
the county of Lamar and State of Texas, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Hames; and I do declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, which form 
a part of this specification. 
This invention is directed to improvements 

in harness-hames and contemplates the pro 
vision of improved means forming apart of the 
hames for securing the trace-chains thereto; 
also the provision of an improved trace-link 
adapted for connection with said securing 
means in a manner to insure maximum 
strength. - 

The nature of the invention will become ap 
parent from a reading of the following descrip 
tion, when taken in connection. With the ac 
companying drawings, in which— 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion 
of a hame embodying the improved securing 
means. Fig.2is a front view, partially broken 
away. Fig. 3 is a side view showing the im 
proved trace-link in position, and Fig. 4 is a 
perspective view of the improved trace-link. 

Referring to the said drawings by letter, A 
denotes the hame, and B is a staple secured 
thereto, preferably bypassing the staple ends 
through the hames and upsetting the same. 
C is a wear-plate secured by riveting or oth 

erwise to the hame between the staple ends, 
and having two slots cc and an offset or ridge 
c' between the slots, as shown. Recesses are 
made in the hame coincident With the slots 
and offset in the plate, and form with the lat 
ter a bearing or seat for a latch. D, which is 
in general form U-shaped, thereby providing 
two tongues dd, which in practice may be 
moved into contact with the staple, or by a 
quarter-turn to be moved in contact with the 
wear-plate, the slots through which said 
tongues project being of sufficient length to 
permit of the latter position. 

The ordinary trace-chain is sufficiently 
illustrated at E, one of its linkse being shown 
in engagement With the upper tongue of the 
latch; but, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 
1, said link maybe secured by the lower tongue 
and thereby change the line of draft when 
required. In the operation of securing the 
link to the hame said link is passed through 
the staple, and by pressure on the tongue the 
latteris caused to move sufficiently away from 
the staple to permit of its receiving the link, 
when by a pull on the trace the tongue is 
caused to move backward into engagement 
With the staple and the linkisthereby secured, 
and can only be released by again moving the 
tongue forward and slipping off the link, thus 
precluding accidental displacement. 

In Figs. 3 and 4 I have shown a peculiar 
form of link especially adapted for heavy 
draft, inasmuch as by its construction both 
tongues are engaged and the strain is equall 
distributed. The link is shown at F, and is 
of double-U form, providing two eyes ff, one 
for each tongued, and is engaged centrally 
by a link of a chain trace or by an eye g 
secured to a leather trace, as G. The oper 
ation of connecting this double link is simi 
lar to that previously described in reference 
to the single-link trace, the tongues being first 
moved away from the staple, and after receiv 
ing the eyes ffmoved backward into engage 
ment with the staple. Aside from the ad 
vantage of great strength by the use of the 
improvement, it is very durable, inasmuch 
as the Wear is distributed on the eyes, and at 
the point of engagement of the link with the 
eye of the trace a double thickness of metal 
is presented, which insures maximum dura 
bility and strength and affords a temporary 
connection should a part of the link become 
broken through wear or other causes. 
The feature of adjustability of the line of 

draft is important and involves a simple op 
eration, which may be effected while the horse 
is in harness and without loosening or mov 
ing any part other than the traces, as it is 
only necessary to disengage the link from one 
hook and transferit to another; and in con 
nection with this it may be stated that any 
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number of tongues greater than two may be 
employed, if desired, to add to the degrees of 
adjustment. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The combination with a hame having a 

staple secured thereto, a slotted wear plate 
and a latch pivotally secured below the plate 
and having a plurality of tongues projecting 
beyond said slots substantially as and for the 
purpose set forth. 

2. The combination with a recessed hame, 
a staple secured thereto, a wear plate having 
an offset and slots coincident with the re 
cesses in the hame, and a pivotal latch inter 

posed between the offset and a recess and hav- I5 
ing a plurality of tongues projecting beyond 
said slots. 

3. In combination with trace or tug fas 
tener having a plurality of pivoted tongues, 
a trace link having a plurality of eyes for en 
gagement. With said tongues. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

LEE ANDERSON. 

Witnesses: 
J. J. BRENT, 
D. R. BLAIR. 

  


