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(57) Abstract: The present disclosure provides a method and system for providing financial forecasting on listed companies. The
system includes a receiving module, a locating module, and an application module. The receiving module is contigured to receive
name of a company from a user, the locating module is configured to locate a financial forecast model corresponding to the com-
pany, the financial forecast model capable of being manipulated by the user, and wherein the financial forecast model is capable of
being utilized for determining future expected financial performance of the company. The application module is configured to
provide the financials of the company based on the forecasting capability of the financial forecast model. The method includes re-
ceiving name of a company from a user, locating a financial forecast model corresponding to the company, and providing the fi-
nancial forecast of the company based on the financial capability of the financial forecast model.
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING FINANCIAL FORECASTING ON -
- LISTED COMPANIES

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0001] : The present disclosure generally relates to a method and a system

for providing financial ‘forecasting of a ‘listed company, and more particularly, to a

~method and a system for prov1d1ng ﬁnancial forecastmg of a llsted company based on

financ1a1 forecast models that may be mampulated
BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE
[0002] : It is important these days to have an adequate un'derstanding about

business entities or companies or any business organization before making any financial

investment. One of the primary requirements for making an informed investment decision

- is not only the ease of access to historical financial data on the company in question, but

also have the ability to assess future financial performance of the company. The reliance -
on historical data to drive future financial forecasts, requires a high level of accuracy and

integrity in the, historical data set as well as transparency in the forecasting methodology

~ applied to-each historical line item. This ensures that a timely and accurate ﬁnanc1al _

decision may be made within the sphere of onnortumtv

[0003] * Existing tools and corporate analytics systems predommantly
deliver analytical capability on merely historical financial performance of companies
with little to no capability to run elaborate financial forecasts and estimates, in a well
structured and transparent fashion. Such existing solutions and tools also have -limited

capablllty to generate financial forecast models related to compames w1thout mtenswe

.user interference and a_nalytrcal throughputT More specrﬁcally, such tools may also have

limited Capabilities to allow the user to manipulate the ﬁnancial forecast models for

providing a ﬁnanc1al forecast of the company. Thus ex1stmg tools require time

consummg research mputs from their users

SU,MMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE
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[0004] In view of the foregoing dlsadvantages inherent in the prror—art the -

-general purpose of the present disclosure is to provide a method and a ‘system providing

ﬁnancral forecasting-on a range of stock exchange listed companies that is conﬁgured to
mclude all advantages of the prior art and to overcome the drawbacks inherent in the

prior art offering. some added advantages.

[0005] ~An object of the present disclosure is to provrde an advanced tool
for providing financial forecast model on a publicly listed company, w1th the view to
dehver forecast manipulation capabrhty, via the software mterface to the user; in order
for the user to adjust the future expected financial performance of the company based on

therr understanding and expectation of future performance on a series of underlymg

- variables that impact _the-performance of the company in question.

[0006] Another object of the present disclosure is to provide a tool for

providing financial forecasts on a company in a user friendly manner. -

[0007] Yet another object of the present disclosure is to provrde a tool, -
which mcludes personallzed features that enable a user to select stock exchange listed -

companies of their interest in a manner ‘suited to their requirements.

[0008-] - To achieve the above objective, in one aspect, 'the present
disclosure provides a method for prov1dmg financial forecasting on a listed company. The
method includes receiving name of a company from a user from a hst of companies made

avallable to the user. Further, the method includes locatmg a financial forecast model

: correspondmg to the requested company. The financial forecast model is capable of being

manipulated by the user and the financial forecast model is capable of being utilized for
determining future expected financial perforrnance of the company. Furthermore, the

method includes providing the financial forecast of the company based on the forecasting "

capability of the financial forecast model.

[0009] In another aspect the present disclosure provides a computer
program product embodred within a computer readable medium. The computer program
product encodes a computer program of instructions for exec_utlng a computer process for

providing financial forecasting on a ‘range of stock exchange listed companies. The
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- computer process includes receiving name of a company from a user from a list of

companies made available to the user. Further, the computer process includes locating a
financial forecast model correspondmg to the company requested, wherein the financial
forecast model is capable of being manipulated by the user, and wherein the financial
forecast model iskcapable of being utilized for determining future expected financial :
performance of the company. Furthermore the computer process includes providing the
financial forecast of the company based on the forecastmg capability of the financial

forecast model

[0010] ~ In yet another aspect the present drsclosure provides a system for

financial forecasting on-a listed company The system includes a receiving. module

- configured to receive name of a company from a user from a list of companies made

available to the user. Further, the system includes a locating module conﬁgUred to locate

a financial forecast model corresponding to the company, wherein the financial forecast

‘ model capable of being mampulated by the user, and wherein the ﬁnancral forecast model

" is capable of being utilized for determmmg future expected financial performance of the

company. Further, the system includes an applrcatlon module configured to provide the
financials of the company based on the financial forecast model and the historical data

corresponding to the company.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] . ~The advantages and features of the present disclosure will become

* better understood with_reference to the following detailed description and claims taken in

conjunction with the accompanying drawing, in which:

[0012] . FIG. 1 is a flow diagram of a method for providing financial

forecasting of a listed company, according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

[0013] FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a method for generating a financial

forecast model, according to an embodiment of the present disclosnre;
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[0014] - FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a system for providing financial -
“forecasting of ‘a listed company, according to another embodiment of the present
disclosure; |

[00“1 5] - FIG. 4 is a snapshot depicting validation of the collécted_‘data and.

notification of the user in case of violation;

[0016] - - FIG. 5 is a flow diagram, which explains the process of validation
~ of the collected data; -
[0017] FIG. 6 is a snapshot de'pii:ting how a user may change assumptions

of a parameter in the method 100;

[0018] | FIGS. 7 and 8 are snapshots depicting how a user may view the

_ ﬁnancial $tatéments as released by the company;

[0019] FIG. 9 is a snapshot depicting a summary'rebod generated 'by
method 100; o ' A

[0020] ~ FIGS. 10-13 are snapshots depicting how .a user may be provided
with an option.of summary report either based on predetermined estimates or based on

his/her estimates;

- {0021] | CFIG. 14 is a snapshoi depicting company screening based on a

screening criteria;
[0022] FIG. 15isa snapshot depicting.a peer group analysis of éompaniés;

[0023] " FIG. 16 is a snapshot depicting analysis of impaci of a change in an’

independent variable on a given dependent variable in a created scenario;

[0024] - FIGS. 17 and. 18 are snapshots depicting summarizing of a

comparison between companies in particular portfolios/sectors/indices/regions;

[0025] FIG. 19 depicts the iogical diagram of the -syst.em 200 of FIG 3;

and
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[0026] ~ FIG 20 diagram depicts the architecture diagram of the system 200
of FIG. 3. |

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0027] The exemplary embodiments described herein detail for illustrative

- purposes are subject to many Variations in structure and design It should be emphasized,

however, that the present disclosure is not limited to a partlcular method and system for .
providing ﬁnanmal forecasting on a range of stock exchanged listed compames as shown
and described. It is understood that various omissions and substitutions of equwalents are
contemplated as c1rcumstances may suggest or render expedlent but these are intended to
cover the appllcatlon or implementation w1thout departing from the spirit or scope of the’

clalms of the present disclosure. Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology and

terminology used herein is for the purpose of description and should not be regarded as . -

_ limiting.

[0028] _Tne use of terms “including,” “comprising,” or ‘,‘having” and

variations thereof herein is meant to encompass the items listed thereafter and equivalents

thereof as well as addmonal items. Further, the terms, “a” and “an” herein do not denote a

limitation of quantity, but rather denote the presence of at least one of the referenced

item.

[0029] * The present disclosure provides a rnethod and a system for
providing ﬁnanmal forecasting on a range of stock exchange listed companies. The term
financial as mentioned herein mcludes both historical and forecasted figures of key
indicators of the company. Suitable example of the key indicators may include, but not
limited te, financial ratios, fixed working capital, income/revenues, profit/ loss, net
interest income, and the like. More specifically, the presenf disclosUre'provides a method
and a system for providing financial forecasting on a range of stock exchange listed
companies based on financial forecast models that may be manipulated by the user. it

should be understood that the term ‘forecasting’ as used throughout the present disclosure

relates to predicting future key performance indicators of a company. The term

‘company’ as described herein may refer to a public limited company (i.e., stock
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‘exchange listed company). However, such definition of the term ‘company’ should not be .

construed as a limitation to the present disclosure. Accordingly, the method and the

system of the present disclosure may also be applicable for other entities, such as private

limited companles and limited liability partnership firms. The method and the system of -

the present dlsclosure w1ll now be explained with reference to FIGS. 1-3.

[0030] .. As shown in FIG 1, a method 100 for prov1d1ng financial
forecastmg of a listed company mcludes receiving name of a company from a user, at
block 10: The user as mentr_oned herein may be a person mterested in accessing financials
of the company. 'Accordingly, a list of companies made available to the user, and the user -
may prompt the name of the company- for which he desires the financials, at block 10.

More specrﬁcally, the user may enter the name of the company by inputting the name of

the company through an mput devrce (not shown) such as a keyboard, a touchpad or

other similar inputting devices.

[00'31] Thereafter the method 100 includes locating a financial forecast
model correspondmg to the company, at block 20. It will be apparent to a person skilled
in the art that the term “financial forecast- model’ as mentioned herein refers to a set of
relational parameters, which may be used to forecast’ key ﬁnancial indicators of a-
company. Further, it will be.apparent to a person skilled in the art that the financial
forecast model may be hased on a plurality of assumptions. Exemplary set-of f'_mancial

parameters of the financial models of the present disclosure, may include, but not limited

‘to,
L EBIT Margm EBIT/ Total Revenue .
2. Gross Debt to Assets = (Long Term Debt +.Short Term Debt)/ Total Assets
3. RoCE (%) = EBIT/ Avg. Capital Employed ' '
4..  Debt Service Cover = EBITDA/ (Interest +Debt Repayment)

However, it should'be clearly understood that the set of financial parameters as enlisted
above should not be construed as a limitation to the present disclosure. Accordmgly, the

financial forecast model may include additional set of parameters and variables.
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[0032] * More speciﬁcally, ‘the method 100 may include 'retrieying the

ﬁnancial' forecast-model corresponding to the company from a plurality of financial

* “forecast models stored in a database, and more particularly, uploaded.in a database.

[0033] In one embodnnent of the present dlsclosure the method 100 may :

; include generating the ﬁnanc1a1 forecast model uploading the fmanc1al forecast model in

the database and then retnevmg the generated financial forecast model, at block 20. The

generatlon of the financial forecast model may now be explained with reference to FIG. 2.

[0034] . Asshown in FIG 2, the generation of the financial forecast model
may include collecting data corresponding to the company, at block 32. The data may be

collected from primary sources or secondary sources. Suitable examples of the primary

 sources may include interaction of an analyst from officials of the company.qsuitable'

examples of the secondary sources include collection of the data from sources, such as
company databases, annual reports of the companies, websites, and other similar sources.
Further, the collecting of the data corresponding to the company may include collecting :

as reported data of the. company In one embodiment, the collecting data correspondmg to

~ the company comprises collecting analyst derived data.

,[0035]. ' After the collection of the data corresponding to the company, the
method of 'ge'nerating’the financial forecast model includes verifying the data, at block
34. The yeriﬁcation of the data may involve corroborating the collected data to locate
lnconsistencies and errors. The step of verification of the data, at hlock 34, may be
performed by‘t.he analyst or may also be computer implemented. For example, a
computer implemented'code may be initiated on ,the collected data to determine the

inconsistencies and the errors,

[0036] After the verification of the collected data, the method of
generating financial forecast.model Iincludes'analyzing the collected data to derive key
pointers' at block 36. The term analyzing the data as mentioned herein may refer to
deriving insights from the collected data about the company and the 1nter-relatlonsh1p of
these data points and structurmg these insights in fonn of key pomters and forecast1ng~

formulae. ‘Again, the analysis may be done by the analyst or may be computer
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[0032] More specifically, the method 100 may include retrieving the |
financial forecast model correspondmg to the company from a plurallty of financial

forecast models stored in a database, and more pamcularly, uploaded ina database

{0033] In one embodiment of the present disclosure, the method 100 may

~ include generating the financial forecast model, uploading the ﬁnancial forecast model in

- the database, and then retrieving the generated financial forecast model, at block 20. The

generatlon of the financial forecast model may now be explamed with reference to FIG. 2.

. ,[0034] ) As shown in FIG 2, the geheration of the financial forecast model

may include collectlng data corresponding to the company, at block 32. The data may be -

collected from primary sources or secondary sources. Suitable examples of the primary

sources may include interaction of an analyst from’ officials of.the company. Suitable

" examples of the secondary sources include collection of the data from sources, such as
- company databases, annual reports of the companies, websites, and other similar sources.

: .'Further the collecting of the data corresponding to the company may include collecting

as reported data of the company. In one embodiment, the collectmg data correspondmg to

the company comprises collectmg analyst derived data
~ [Please provide input on analyst derived data.]

[0035] | '. After the collection of the data corresponding to the company, the

method of generating the financial forecast model ihcllides verifying the data, at block

34. The verification of the data may' involve corroborating the collected data to locate

Jinconsistencies and errors. The step of verification of the data, at block 34, may be -

performed by the analyst or may also be computer implemented. For _eiample, a
computer irrlplemented code may be initiated on the collected data to determine the

inconsistencies and the errors. -

'[0036] After the verification of the collected data the method of

generatmg financial forecast model includes analyzing the collected data to. derive key

pointers, at block 36. The term analyzing the data as mentloned herein may refer to

'deriving insights from the collected data about the company and the mter—relatlonshlp of

these data points and 'struc'turing these insights in form of key pointers and forecasting



WO 2011/036679 PCT/IN2010/000638

10

15

20

25

30

_formulae. Agam the analysis may be done by the analyst or may be computer

1mplemented For example, the data may be interpreted to arrive at key pomters such as

income, expenses, deprematron lrabthtles and other such key pomters

-[003,7] After the analysis of the data, at block 36; the method of generating
the financial forecast model may include deducing the financial forecast model based on

the analyzed data, at-block 38. More specifically, the method may include inputting the

~key pointers derived at block 36 in the relational parameters in a forecasting sense to

" deduce the financial forecast model, at block 38.

| [0038] The method 100 of the present disclosure may additionally include

. validating the financial forecast model. The validation of the financial forecast model

ensures that the ﬁnancral forecast model may be free from mconsrstenmes and

reconcxlratlon problems The validation of the financial forecast model may be based ona

plurality of prede_termmed integrity checks. The validation ensures that in case any of the

- values: is wrongly inputted,' the method 100 may not accept the value, and‘ may intimate

the user of such inconsistencies and discrepancies.

[0039] ~ The validation of the collected data ensures total accuracy from an
accounting perspective. Further, if the user makes any changes that violate the internal
control parameters, these are clearly notified to the level of identification of cells where

the violation exists. This may be better understood bv referrine to FIG. 4

[0040] As shown in FIG. 4, if a user inputs any number in the Income
Statement sheet of the appllcatlon then on clicking model verification tab 252, the user
would be prompted a error message 255 such as, “Net interest income for FY2011F does

not tally with the items that make up the “Netlnterest Income” figure.

[0041] - Moreover, FIG. 5 depicts a flow diagram 257 which explains how
the validation of the collected data works with respect to method 100. As shown in FIG.
5, if the method 100 during the validation of the collected data passes the first check, then,

the forecast items in the data input sheet may be checked so that it matches the pre-

" determined calculations (accounting' checks) that we have. defined in the database. Any

\/iolation in the number may be vhighlighted as error. Alternatively, if the method 100
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dpring the validation of the collected déta passes the second eheck, then the user may be

allowed to upload the numbers to the central. server which ‘may be used as estimates

-anywhere in the application to run the valuation comparisons. .

. [0042] Now referring again to FIG 1, after the locating of the financial
forecast model, the method 100 may include providing the financial forecast of the

company based on the forecasting capability of the financial forecast model, at block 27.

[0043] | It should be understood  that the financial ;forecast model as
described hereih may be mahipulated by the user. More specifically, each ﬁhancial
forecast model 'combines historical financial information with forecasting methodologies
for individual variables to determine the future expected financial performatnce'of the
company,vbased'on a plurality of forecast assumptions. Aleo, ‘the user_.may be capable of
changing-at least one of a plurality of forecasting assumptions, on which the financial
forecast model may be based, for manipulating the financial forecast model. \Such
mampulatron feature provides the user an option of customlzmg the forecasting

assumptlon accordmg to his/ her choice. This i is shown with reference to FIG. 6.

[0044]" As shown in FIG. 6, the user may change these assumptions by

‘right clicking on a parameter 260. A manipulated' assumption 265 may then accepted by

the method 100.

‘ [0045] | In one embodirnent of the preseht disclosure, the method 100 may
include viewing. source of the collected data. Accordingly, the user may drill down‘lto'
documents from where the collected data. is sourced. Also, the user may download such
data if requnred This gives the user an optlon of quickly verlfymg the authentlclty and |

integrity of the collected data, in terms of its sourcing,. by electing to view the source

" documents. For example, if the user intends to drill down to source of a key indicator,

such as operatmg profit, then the user may be able to view the as. reported financial

statements of the company with the operating profit indicator highlighted. This viewing’

~ source of the collected data is as shown in FIGS. 7 and 8.

[0046] . As shown in FIG. 7, a usetr may view the financial statements as

released by the company by referring to associated files section 300 on right hand side of
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the application. The section 300 includes all source documents like annual reports and

corporate presentations.

[0047] . As shown in FIG 7 and FIG. 8, a user méy also “right'click”'on a -
particular cell in the application to retrieve the source document corrésponding to the

collected data. If the user clicks on the collected data, and selects drill-down to source

_ option 310, it brings the user to the source document 320 with the specific data

highlighted in yellow.

[00_48] In one embodiment of thé present disclosure, the method 100 may
further include geﬁerating analytiéal charts based on the financials of the company. In one

embodiment of the present disclosure, the method 100 ‘may include generating analyﬁcal

charts may include generating charts based on a usér defined criteria. More specifically,

the method 100 may include'reorganizihg data about the vkey indicators, and thereafter

ﬁsing the data to prepare the _énalytiéal charts.

[0049] ~  In yet another embodirﬁent, the present disclosure provides

generating summary reports using geri.erated _forécasts of method 100. Exemplary

: summary'report_'is as shown in FIG. 9. The method may generate four kinds of reports:.

Company Profile, One Pager Report, Two ‘Pager Report, and Company Report. However,

" the generation of the aforementidned reports should not be construed as a limitation to the

present disclosure.

- [0050] - Further, the method 100 gives an option to the user to generate the
summary reports based on his/her estimates or predetenniried estimates. As shown in FIG.

10, the application provides the user with two options for each type of summary report.

. First, the -application provides the user with an option of sum’ﬁlary reports based on

p'redéterm_ined estimates 330. Second, thé application provides the user with an option of
summary ‘report based on his/her estimates 335. If the user chooses the predetermined

estimates 330 option, a summary report_sirhilar to that shown in FIG. 9 is generated.

[0"051]4 If the user chooses the option of generafing Su'm:hary report based -
on his/her estimates, then the user rhe_ly be allowed to manipulate any assumption. For
example, the user may manipulate the Total Revenue Figure 340 as shown in FIG. 11 by

changing Average Revenue ‘per Minute .in the financial ‘forecast model sheet

10
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correspondlng to the Total Revenue Figure 340 from a fi igure 345 of 0.7 to a ﬁgure 350 of .
55 NT$ per minute as shown in FIG 12. The change may reflect i in the summary report as
shown by figure 355 in FIG 13. '

[0052] In yet another embodiment of the present disclosure the method-

100 may also mclude creatmg scenarlos and view the companies that fall into the

scenario. More spemﬁcally, the user may have an option of creatmg new scenarios based

on plurality of filters avallable Thls allows the user to view some of the key ﬁnancral

parameters associated with compames

[0053] The company screening may rely on fundamental and 'valuation -
data, and may deliver a focused list of companies for the subscriber. The company
screemng as described herein may be better understood in conjunction w1th reference to
FIG. 14.

[0054] As shown in FIG. 14; the company screening may include a ,

screening criteria section 375 and a list of companies 380.

[0055] © Im one embodiment of the present disclosure, the method 100 may
further include performing a peer group analysis of the company. The peer group analysis
may include comparing financials of the company to the financials of . competitor

companies. Further, the peer group analysis may include presenring the result of the

comparison to the user. The peer group analysis may be shown with reference to FIG. 15.

[0056] A I.n‘yet another embodiment of the present disclosure, the method .

- 100 may include analyzing impact of a change in an independent variable on a given -

dependent variable in a created scenario. This analysis may be as shown in FIG. 16.

[0057] = - As shown in FIG 16, a sensitivity detail section 400 presents the

“user with an option to change the independent variable. The analysis of the sensitivity: is

shown in the output grid section 410.

[0058] In addition, the method 100 also enables the user to summarize
comparison between companies in particular portfolios/sectors/indices/regions, which are

under coverage of the firm for various parameters. The user may select companies,

11
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. forecast items, forecast periods for summarizing the comparison. The summarizing may

be depicted by FIG. 17. The summary may be shown in FIG. 18.

. [0059] Further, the present disclosure provides a computer program

product émbodjed within a computer readable medium‘._ The computer program product

" encodes a computer program of instructions for executing a computer process to provide

financial forecast of a listed company. The computer process includes receiving name of
a company from a user from a list of companies made available to the user. Further, the
computer pfocess includes locating a financial forecast model corresponding to the

company. Thexﬁnanc;ial forecast model as described herein is similar to the financial

. forecast model des'c'ribed above. Accordingly, the financial forecast model is capable of

beihg manipulated by the user, and wherein the financial forecast model is capable of

being utilized for determining future expeéfed financial performance of the company. -

-{0060] - ‘After, the location of the financial forecast model, the computer
process includes providing the financials of the company based on the forecasting

cépability of the financial forecast model.

[0061] " The computer process may further include generating the _ﬁnahcial

- forecast model. The generating of the financial forecast model is similar to the genérating
~ of the ﬁnancial forecast model as described above. Accordingly, the generating of the

E financial forecast -model includes fcollecting data corresponding to the company. The

collecfing of the data corresponding to the company includes collecting as reported data
of the company. In one 'é‘mbodiment of the pfesent disclosure, the collecting data
corresponding to the company comprises colleéting analyst derived data. Thereafter, the
computer process may' include vc‘rifying the data, analyzing the collected data, and

deducing the ﬁnan_cial forecast model based on the analysis.

(0062} The computer process may further include valvid_ating the financial

fo'recast"model,l the validating of the data based on a pluyality of predetermined integrity

checks, - comprising of accbunting and reconciliation '(éhecks.. The validation may be

similar to the validation described above with reference to FIG. 1. Further, the validation

' may include intimating the user based on the result of the validation.
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[0063] | Also, the computer process may 1nclude v1ewmg source of a data
element of the collected data, wherein locating the fmancral forecast model comprising

retr1ev1ng the model from a database of _uploaded models..

[0064] . In an-embodiment of the present disclosure, the computer process

- may include screening companies based on investment criteria comprising one or more of

sector, country, 1nvestment characteristics, and fundamental and valuation filters. Further,

the computer process may include performmg a peer group analysrs comprlsmg

' comparmg ﬁnan01als of the company to the financials of compet1tor .companies. The

.computer process may also include generating analytlcal charts based on the data of the

company. The generation of analytical charts may_ include generating charts based on a

user defined criteria.

[0065] . In another aspect, the present disclosure provides a system for

providing financial forecasting of a listed company. The system will be explained in

- details with reference to FIG .3. As shown in FIG. 3, the system 200 includes a receiving

module 210 configured to receive name of a company from a user from a list of

' companies made available to the user. Further, the system 200 includes a locating module

1230 conpled to the receiving module 210. The locating module 230 may be configured to

locate a ﬁnancral forecast ‘model correspondmg to the company in a database 235 havmg
a plurality of uploaded financial forecast models. It should be understood that the
financial forecast model may be capable of being manipulated by the user. Further, the
financial forecast model is capable of being utilized for determmmg future expected

financial performance of the company

[0066] In one embodiment, the locating module 230 may also include a

generating module 237 configured to generate the financial forecast .model. More

_ speciﬁcally, the generating module 237 may be configure to collect data corresponding to

the company from primary and secondary sources using a collecting module 239, verify
the data, analyze the collected data, and deduce the financial forecast model based on the

analysis.
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[0067] In addition, the system 200 mcludes an applrcatlon ‘module 240

’ 'coupled to the locating module 230. The application module 240 may be conﬁgured to

provide the financials of the company based on the financial forecast model.

[0068]  The syster'n-200 may further include a storage module (not shown
in FIG. 3), which may fulfill the storage requirement of the system 200. For-.example, the
storage module may be con'ﬁgured to store the financial forecast model generated_ by the

locating module 230.

[0069] The system 200 may include a mampulatmg module (not shown)

, adapted to allow a user to change at least one of a plurality of forecastmg assumptions for

manipulating the financial forecast model.

[0070] The system 200 may‘furthermore include a 'validating module

configured to validate theﬁnancial forecast model, wherein the validating of the financial

- forecast model is based on a p.lural'ity of predeterrnined integrity checks. The plurality of

»predetermined integrity checks are similar to the integrity checks described above. -

[0071] The system 2_00 may additionally include a screening module (not

shown) configured to screen companies based on investment criteria, such as, sector,

country, investment characteristic and fundamental and valuation filters. Further, the

system 200 may include a peer group analysis (not shown) module configured to perform
a peer group analysis of the -company. The peer group analysis module comprises a
comparison, module configured to compare financials of the company to financials of
competitor companies. Further, the system 200 includes a chart generation module
conﬁgured to generate charts based on the ﬁnancrals of the company. In one embodrment
the chart generating module is configured to. generate charts based on a user defined

criteria.

[0072]. The system 200 may be better understood by considering the

‘ logrcal dragram of the system 200 as shown in FIG 19, and the archrtecture dragram of'

the system 200 as shown in FIG 20.

~ [0073] " As shown in FIG 19, the system 200 may mclude multiple servers

500 (Web servers and database servers), and multrp]e users 502 connected to the multiple

14



10

15

.20

25

30

WO 2011/036679 _ PCT/IN2010/000638

servers 500 for data retrieval _via internet. The_ input message, inquiry or request by one of
the nrultiple users 502 is transferred via standard transport protocol, such as PORT 80
using SOAP technology, to the network hardware and then finally to web servers 502
The network hardware also checks the load between multiple web servers. It will be
apparent tc a person skilled in the art that SOAP is the sirnple Object Access Protocol, a

way to create widely distributed, con’rplex computing environments that run over the

) Intemet using the existing Internet infrastructure. It is about applications communicating

drrectly with each other over the Internet in a very rrch way. Further, SOAP mandates the

small number of HTTP headers that facrlrtates firewall/proxy settings.

[0074] ' The web servers sends the query to the database servers which then
sends the output back to web servers to transfer via network switch to the particular user
500.

7[007’5] ‘ The architecture of the system 200 may be Windows based three
tiers WPF ‘(WindOW-S Presentation Foundation), as depicted in FIG. 19. As shown in FIG.
19, the first layer is the user interface and the business access layer, wherein the user

accesses the system through their workstatrons The srgnal from- user interface travels to

~-web server where web service are mstalled at port 80/443 The 31gnal travelling to web—

server via internet may be encrypted. The users are then authenticated with username and

password ‘check, ‘and after this the signal goes to core libraries where there is security
enabled for access rights of users. This layer may have database access where the data is
encrypted for communication with database. The database used is MS SQL Server 2005
The encrypted signal ‘goes to the database whrch contains prrmary and audit databases. '

The database has the stored procedures and the data for the system 200. The signal travels

* back to the user interface with the required information from the database.

[0076]‘ - The present disclb‘sure therefore nrovides a method, such as
method 100, and a system such as system 200, for providing financial forecastmg of a
listed company. The method includes recervmg name of a company from a user, and
locating a financial forecast model_correspondmg to the company. The ﬁnancral forecast

model is capable of being manipulated' by the user. Further, the method includes

-providing the financials of the company based on the forecasting capability of the
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financial forecast model. The system includes a receiving module configured to receive
name of a company from a user, and a locating module coupled to the receiving module.

The locating module is configured to locate a financial forecast model corresponding to.

- the ccmpany. Further, the system includes an application module coupled to the Jocating

module and the collection module. The application module configured to provide the
financials of the company based on the historical data and the financial forecast model.

Further, the present disclosure provides a computer process for providing financial

forecasting of a listed company. The system, the method and the computer process give

significant value to the customer in terms- of reduced analysis, conversion and testing
timeframe to for'ecest the future financial performance.of a business entity or a company
or a company listed in any stock exclranlge. Further, the system, the method and the
computer process lowers the total cost of owﬁership of the frnancial platform for the

client. Also, the system, the method and the computer process empowers a user of the

" information to form a fundamental view on a company within hours .delivering

51gmficant speed of decision-making. The method, system, and the computer process also
allows qulck generation of reports correspondmg to compames macro screening of

companies, and peer group comparisons between companies.

[0077] In addltlon the t' nancial forecast ‘models as described in the

present disclosure are mdustry and company specific, keepmg in mmd in mind the

bspeCIﬁcs of each industry group and, in particular, each company’s dynamics. Also, the

financial forecast models are completely transparent in terms of methodology and
information sourcing. Moreover, the financial forecast models are based on clear

methodologies, ‘provides complete transparency on the various formulae that drive

~ forecasting as well as the underlying assumptions being used and the rationale for their

use.

[0078] . The foregoing'descriptions or; speciﬁc embodiments of the present
disclosure have been presented for purposes of illustration and descrlptlon They are not
mtended to be exhaustlve or to limit the present dlsclosure to the precise forms dlsclosed
and obv10usly many modifications and varlatlons are possible in light of the above
teachmg The embodlments were chosen and descrrbed in order to best explain the
principles of the present disclosure and its practrcal application, to thereby enable others

skilled in the art to best utilize the present disclosure and various embodiments with -
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_various modifications as are suited to the particular use cdntemplafed. (It is understood
that various omission and substitutions of équivalents ‘are .contemplated as circumstance
‘may suggest or render expedient, but such are intended to cover the’ appliéation or
" implementation without departing frotn the spirit or scope of the claims of the present

disclosure).
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- CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

1. A method for prov1d1ng ﬁnancxal forecasting on a listed company, the

~ method comprising:

‘receiving name of a company from a user from a hst of companies made avallablev
to the user; _ } _

locating a financial forecast modél corresponding ‘to the company requested,
wherein the financial forecést_ model is capable of being manipulated by the user, and

wherein the financial forecast model is capable of béing utilized for determining future

‘expected financial performance of the company; and

providing the financial forecast of the company based on .the forecastmg

capablllty of the financial forecast model

2. The method of claim 1, wherein locating the financial forecast model

. comprises retrieving the fir_iancia‘l forecast model from a database of uploaded models.-

3. "The method of claim 1, wherein _locating the ﬁnané_ial forecast model

comprises generating the ﬁnénéial forecast model.

4. - The method of-claim 3, wherein generating the financial forecast model

comprises:

| collecting data corresponding to the company;
verifying the déta;
.analyzing the collected data; and

deducing the financial forecast model based on the analyzed data.
5. The nie_t_hod of claim 4 further comprising storing the collected data.

6. "The method of claim 4 further comprising viewing source of a data

element of the collected data. |
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7. The method of claim 4, wherein collectmg data correspondmg to the

company comprlses collecting data from primary sources.

8. The method of clalm 4, wherein collecting data corresponding to the

company comprises collectmg data from secondary sources.

9. The method of claim 4, wherein collecting data 'corre_sponding to the

company comprises collecting as reported,.data of the company.

10.. The rnethod'.of claim 4, wherein collecting data corresponding ‘to the

company comprises collecting analyst derived data.

11.  The method of claim 1 further comprising validating the financial forecast
model, wherein t‘he validating of the financial forecast model is based on a plurality of

predetermined integrity checks comprising of accounting and reconciliation checks.

12. The method .of claim 11 further- comprising intimating result of the

validation to the user.

13.  The method of claim 1, wherein each financial forecast model combines
historical financial information with forecasting methodologies for individual variables to
determine the future expected financial performance of the company, based on a plurality

of forecast assumptions.

14. - The method of claim 13, 'wherein the user is capabie of changing at least

" one of the plurality of forecastmg assumptlons for manipulating the financial forecast

model for future time periods on éxpected performance

15.  The- method of claim 1 further comprlsmg generatmg quick reports

' correspondmg to the. company based on the manipulated financial forecast modeél.

16. The. method of claim 1 further comprlsmg screening the companies

bascd on investment criteria comprising one or more of sector, country, investment .

characteristic, and fundamental and valuation filters.
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17. ) The method .of claim 1 further comprising’ performing.a peer group

analysis of the company based on the financials.

18. - The method of claim 17, wherein performmg the peer group analy51s

comprrses comparing ﬁnanc1als of the company to ﬁnanmals of competltor companies:

~19. The method of claim 1 further comprising generatmg analytical charts-

based on ﬁnanc1als of the company

20. The method of claim ‘19, wherein generatmg analytlcal charts comprises

generating charts based on a user defined criteria.

21. A computer program product the computer program product embodled
w1thm a computer readable medium, the computer program product encoding a computer
program of mstructlons for executing a computer process for providing financial
forecasting on a llsted company, the computer process compnsmg

- receiving name of a company from a user from a list of companies made available -
to the user; '

locating a financial forecast model - corresponding to the company requested,

“wherein the financial forecast model is capable of being manipulated by the user, and

wherein the financial forecast model is capable of being utilized for determining fiiture
expected financial performance of the company; and

providing the financial forecast of the company based on the forecasting

capability of the financial forecast model.

22.  The computer program product of claim 21; wherein locating the financial

forecast model comprises generatmg the financial forecast’ model

23, The compnter program product of claim 22, wherein generating the
ﬁnancial‘forecast model comprises:
collecting data corresponding to the company;. .
verifying the data; - ,- |
analyzing the collected data; and

deducing the financial forecast model based on the analysis.
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24.  The computer program product of claim 23 further c'omprising-stbring the

V data.

25.  The computer program product of claim 21 further comprising validating

-the financial forecast model, wherein the vélid_ating of the financial forecast model is

based on a plurality of predetermined. integrity checks, comprising of accoﬁnting and

reconciliation checks.

26.  The computer program prddhct of clairh 25 further compriAsing intimating

result'of the validation to the user.

27. . The computer program product of claim 23 further comprising viewihg

source of a data element of the collected data.

28 Thé computer program product” of claim’ 23, wherein collecting data

| corresponding to the company comprises collecting as reported data of the company.

29.  The compufer prdgram prodﬁét of claim 23, wherein collecting data

corresponding to the company comprises collecting analyst derived data.

30.  The computer program product of claim 21, wherein each financial
forecast model combines historical ﬁnan'éial_ information with forecasting methodologies
for.individual"variables to determine the future expected financial perférmance of the

company, based on a plurality of forecast assumptions.

31.  The computef program product of claim 30, wherein the user is capable of

changing at least one of the plurality of forecasting. assumptions for manipulating the

- financial forecast model for future time periods on expected perfor_maﬁce. _

32.  The computer program product of claim 21, wherein  locating  the
financial forecast model comprises retrieving the model from a database of uploaded

models.
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33.  The computer program product of claim 21 further comprising screening .

companies based on' investment criteria comprising one of sector, country, investment

' characteristics, and fundamental and valuation filters.

34.  The cornputer program product of claim 21 further comprising performing

a peer group analysis of the company based on the financials. -

35. - The computer program product of claim 34 wherein performing the peer
group analysis comprises comparing financials of the company to the financials of

competitor companies.

36. The computer program product of claim 21 further comprising generating

analytical charts based on financials of the cornpany.

37.  The computer program product of claim 36, wherein generating analytical

charts comprises generating charts based on a user defined criteria.

38.  The computer program product of claim 21 further comprising generating

] qulck reports correspondmg to the company based on the mampulated financial forecast

model.

39. A system for providing financial forecasting on a listed company, the

'system comprising:

a receiving module conﬁgured to receive name of a company from a user from a
llst of compames made available to the user;
a locating module conﬁgured to locate a financial forecast model corresponding

to the requested company, wherein the financial forecast model is capable of being

manipulated by the user, and wherein the financial forecast model is capable of being

utilized for determining future expected ﬁnancial perfonnance of the company; and
' an apphcatlon module configured to provide the financial forecast of the

company based on the forecasting capabrllty of the ﬁnanc1al forecast model.

"~ .40. The system.of claim 39 further comprising a database configured to store

the financial forecast model.
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) 41..  The system of claim 39, wherein the locating module comprlses a

' generatmg module configured to generate the financial forecast model.

42.  The system of claim 41, 'wherein the generating ‘module is further-..

configured to: | o |
collect data corresponding to the company;
verify the data; '
analyze the collected data; and

deduce the financial forecast 'model‘based on the analysis.

43, The system of claim 41, wherein the generatlng module is conﬁgured to

collect data from primary sources and second sources.

44.  The - system of claim 39 further comprrsmg a validating module
configured to vahdate the financial forecast model, wherein the Validatmg of the financial
forecast model is based on a plurality of predetermined integrity checks, comprising of

accounting and reconciliation checks.

45.  The. system of claim 39 further comprising a manipulating-module adapted
to allow a »user to change at least one of a pluraiity of forecasting assumptions for

manipulating the financial forecast model.

46.  The system of claim 39 further comprising a screening module configured
to screen companies - based on sector, country, investment characteristics, and

fundamental and valuation filters.

,47- The system of claim 39 further comprising a peer group analysis module

conﬁgured to perform a peer group analysis of the company

48. - The system of claim 47, wherein the peer group analysis module'is

configured to compare financials of the company to financials of competitor companies.

49.  The system of claim 39. further comprising a chart generation. module

configured to generate charts based on financials of the company.
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'50.  The system of claim 49, ‘wherein chart generating module is conﬁgured to

generate charts based on a user deﬁned criteria.

ST The system of claim 50 further eomprising a collecting module conﬂgured

5  tocollect historical data corresponding to the company.
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