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This invention relates to a tonsil Seizing 
forcepS. 
An object of this invention is the production 

of an efficient forceps which will enable the aver 
age skillful operator to get all of the tonsil in a 
large percentage of cases. 
Another object is the construction of forceps 

which will afford a simple and dependable Way 
to completely encircle the tonsil and to firmly . 
grasp the attachments of the tonsil to the sur 
rounding tissues, without extensive preliminary 
dissection or injury to the surrounding tissues 
and with the minimum of bleeding. . 
With the foregoing and other in view, my in 

vention comprises certain novel constructions, 
combinations, and arrangements of parts as Will 
be hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing, and more particularly: 
pointed out in the appended claims, 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of forceps 

constructed in accordance with the present in 
vention, while 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the forceps. 
Figure 3 is a view in rear elevation. 
Figure 4 is a Sectional view taken on line 4-4, 

Figure 1, and looking in the direction of the ar 
OWS. 
Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken on 

line 5-5, Figure 2, and looking in the direction 
of the arOWS. 

Referring to the drawing, in which the pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated, 

designates the primary arm which is arched, 
as clearly seen in Figure 1, for the purpose here 
inafter described. An auxiliary arm 2 is pro 
vided which has near its Outer end a down Ward 
ly bowed portion 3 that registers with a radically 
downwardly bowed portion 4 formed upon the 
primary arm . A pivot lock 5 secures the bowed 
portions 3 and 4 together. On the outer end of 
the primary arm 5 is a circular primary jaw 6, 
while on the Outer end of auxiliary arm 2 is a 
circular auxiliary jaw . The opposing rims, at 
8, Fig. 5, of the jaws 6 and 7 are narrow and 
dull so that they will follow the line of cleavage 
between the tonsil and the Surrounding tissues 
and without cutting or injuring the surrounding 
tissues. These rims, at 8, of the circular jaws 
are as sharp and as dull as a number 5 piano 
Wire. The jaws 6 and 7 are formed on the same 
longitudinal axis of the primary and auxiliary 
arms; in other words, the jaws project forward 
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ly in a true line with the longitudinal axis of the 
device. 
The inner end of the primary arm extends 

downwardly at 9, terminating in an integral grip 
i0. The inner end of the auxiliary arm extends 
upwardly at , and this extended end termi 
nates in a thumb unit 2. Thumb unit 2 has an 
integral upper plate. 3 and an integral lower 
plate 4. Plates.f3 and 14 are preferably rough 
ened on their outer or upper face for affording a 
better grip for the operator's thumb. The func 
tion of these two angularly disposed plates will 
be hereinafter specified. . . . 
On the downwardly extending end 9 is a tooth 

like lug 15, Fig. 4, which has an inner face ex 
tending upwardly from its outer edge to its inner 
edge. The upwardly-extending end it of arm 2 is 
provided with a socket f6 which is adapted to re 
ceive the knife-like edge of the lug 5, whereby 
the two arms are locked in a closed position, 
which locked position is desirable when the 
forceps is used upon the tonsil. The arm 2 is 
Sufficiently Springy to allow the operator to press 

..laterally thereon for disengaging the socket 6 
with the lug 5, whereupon the two arms are free 
to move with respect to the pivot lock 5. The 
auxiliary arm can be moved by the thumb en 
gaging the thumb unit 2 as shown by the dotted 
lines in Figure 1, and when it is desired to lock 
the arms in a closed position all that is necessary 
is for the operator to press downwardly on the 
thumb unit, whereupon the socket 6 will ride 
under the lug 5, allowing the lug to enter the 
Socket, locking the two jaws against accidental 

3 movement. 
In operation the forceps is held in the right 

hand when operating on the right tonsil and in 
the left hand when operating on the left tonsil. 
When the forceps is held open the lower part of 
the ball of the thumb is against the lower edge 
of plate f4. The index finger is extended along 
the instrument and three fingers encircle the grip 
0. As the forceps becomes partly closed the 
upper part of the ball of the thumb comes in 
contact with the proximal edge of the thumb 
plate 3. This affords one hand control of the 
forceps until it is closed, or nearly closed. With 
out the projecting edge of thumb-plate A3, the 
thumb would slip when the forceps becomes part 
ly closed. Both hands are used to engage the 
catch constituted by lug 5 and socket 6. To do 
this, the thumb of the second hand is placed on 
the upper surface of thumb-plate 3 and the Sec 
Ond finger of the second hand in the grOOWe On 
the lower end of the grip 0. 



2 
The tonsil is lower than the plane of the upper 

Surfaces of the lower teeth. To Scoop the ton 
sil into the circular jaws, both jaws must be held 
against the lateral Wall of the throat. To hold 
both jaws against the lateral Wall of the throat 
the pivot lock 5 must be on a plane with the 
equator of the tonsil. The distance between the 
distal end of the forceps and the pivot lock is 
made short enough for the instrument to be 
pressed doWn in the mouth until the lock 5 is on 
the plane of the equator of the tonsil. For the 
pivot lock to be on this plane, primary arrin f 
must arch Over the lower teeth, and hence the 
value of the arched structure of the arm. 
The jaws 6 and 7 are large enough to complete 

ly encircle a large tonsil and the opposing rins 
of the jaws firmly grasp the attachments be 
tween the tonsils and the Surrounding tissues. 
The forceps afford a simple and dependable 

way to get a Workable hold on the tonsil, which 
cannot be said of any forceps or guillotine now 
on the market. 

Referring to Figure 2, plate 3 is provided with 
a groove 8 and plate 4 is provided with a groove 
9. 
The contiguous surfaces of the arms and 2 

are flat and their outer surfaces are rounded. 
The grip), which may be called a handle, can be 
made of any suitable material and in any desired 
manner, subject to the constructor's personal 
Wishes. 
While I have described the preferred embodi 

ment of my invention and illustrated the same 
in the accompanying drawing, certain minor 
changes or alterations may appear to One skilled 
in the art to which this invention relates, during 
the extensive manufacture of the same, and I, 
therefore, reserve the right to make Such al 
terations or changes as shall fairly fall Within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a tonsil seizing forceps, the combination 

of pivotally connected arms provided at their 
outer ends with circular jaws, each circular jaw 
having a narrow dull inner rim and a broad outer 
rim and one of said arms provided at its inner 
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end with a double thumb plate unit and the 
other jaw provided on its inner end with a grip 
or handle. 

2. In a tonsil seizing forceps, the combination 
5 of a primary arm and an auxiliary arm, means 

pivotally securing said arms together, said aux 
iliary arm provided on its inner end with an in 
tegral thumb unit, Said thumb unit comprising 
an upper flat plate and a lower flat plate extend 
ing under Said upper flat plate With the upper 
flat plate overhanging a portion of said lower flat 
plate, and a handle or grip formed on the inner 
end of Said primary arm. 

3. In a tonsil seizing forceps, the combination 
of an arched primary arm, said primary arm pro 
vided at its inner end With a downWardly-extend 
ing portion, said down Wardly-extending portion 
provided with a tooth-like lug entirely across 
said downwardly-extending portion, said tooth 

20 like lug being upwardly beveiled on its inner face, 
Said downWardly-extending portion terminating 
in a grip, said grip provided on its outer end with 
a groove, said primary arm provided at its Outer 
end. With a deep downwardly-bowed portion, said 

25 bowed portion provided on its Outer end With a 
circular jaw, an auxiliary arm provided near its 
outer end With a shallow downWardly bowed poi 
tion registering With the bowed portion of the 
primary arm, means extending through said 

30 bowed portions pivotally securing the arms to 
gether, said shallow bowed portions terminating 
at itS Outer end With a circular jaw, said jaWS 
registering with the longitudinal axis of the for 
ceps, said auxiliary arm provided at its inner end 

35 With an upWardly-extending portion, said lip 
wardly-extending portion provided with a socket 
for receiving said tooth-like lug, Said upWardly 
extending portion provided on its Outer end With 
a fiat outwardly-extending upper thumb-plate, 

40 and a downwardly-extending lower thumb-plate 
integral with the upper thumb-plate and having 
the upper thumb-plate overhanging Said lower 
thumb-plate, substantially as shown and de 
Scribed. 
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