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(57) Abstract: Provided is an optical fiber comprising an inner core with a radius rl1 ata
flme ™~ center part, an outer core with a radius 12, a first cladding layer with an outermost radius
T r3 whichis adjacent to the outer core at a radial position 12 and covers the outer periphery
of the outer core, a second cladding layer with an outermost radius r4 which is adjacent

to the first cladding layer at a radial position 13 and covers the outer periphery of the first
~—* _ cladding layer, and a third cladding layer which is adjacent to the second cladding layer
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st / at a radial position r4 and covers the outer periphery of the second cladding layer. The
iz Eid refractive index of the inner core, the outer core, and the first cladding layer takes on

a maximum value at the center part and decreases continuously and smoothly from the

e center part to the outer side. The refractive index of the second cladding layer increases

continuously and smoothly from the radial position 13 to the radial position r4.
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